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A TRAVELLER'S EPRiEC~

BEFORE the railroad liad supplanted stage coaches
and diligences in France, Louis Veuillot and a friend
wvere once journeving inside a Lqflite and callard.

It w~as Friday. At one of the stopping places, thie
tra\vellers alighrlted for dinner. To ç,et a lenten nieal %vas
nat the easiest thing i n the world ; there wvas no Friday
food nientioned on the bill of fare. WVhiIe thîcir coni-
panions rushied ta the tables loaded xvith various kinds of
meat, the enîînient wvriter and biis friend, fulv deterinied
ta ob)serve the precept of abstinience, cost whiat it tmit,

icl yet ta pay for a dinner oillv in as nîuclh as they had
ea1teni one, sent for the landiard.

'Sir, " s;tid» thle%', '' we d» o ,io cat nieat on FridaN
he g1oe)d cnaughYl ta serve us an abstinence inniier.

l'iîe liauisekeeper hiad evidentlv his own decidedt opi-
nii oni about the Camimandnîe,îts of the Cliurchi lie %vould
ilholishi thieni.

(4ientlemîen, " replied lie, 'vith an anmiable smile,
1 amn sarrv, but wve hav'e no Fridav, fatre.

tgVeIl, get sanie, then.
Th, lat would takie a long tiime mnd the coachi does not

4Then brinr uis saie hread, wine and elieese. And,
sir, let the Cost be just tvenlv% sous!

'l'lie innikeeper was coniiiencinlg ta ]ose liis temiper.
1 le liad a great naotion ta send iliein off. Butt, then, they
1epre.sînted seven francs. 1-le wvas wvilhing ta argue.

44 think " said lie t' ane can eîat whiat is served tca
hiîn ndi v'et tiot be daînned for tihat."

- \hile yan are d ispn)ting,' they reniarked, 4' vota
co~ulcl alreadv have madle an onielet ; and while we are
:înswvering., we are flot diing."

13vB w"baî 1 ýse1 " these gentlemen have a religion,
rnîark-ed ane of the guiests w ha was in guood trirn to

Jcvour juicy cuitiets."
Tîxiis wvas a stout, tipstart bourgeois, a reader of the

Siècle,"" whio, during the journey, hiad more than once
excited thie nerves of the two friends by e.xpressing bis
admniration of Voltaire and his worship of the God of good
iletile, suing bv Béranger.


