67

—TuE SrateMeNnTs of Prof. Skeat as
givn p. 64 deserv markt atention from
their bearing on problem of obscure
vowels. In efect they amountto 1 N
represents two varietis of sound: first
that calld vocalic or capabl of being
sounded alone, and secondly a sound
purely consonantal. 2. These varietis
need but one aign, n, in pr-ctice. 3. L,
m aud 7 shud hev similar treatmeut.

DON’ T use complete fonetic speling
in documents intended to be red by the
general public. The present general
publiccan’t read complete foneticspel-
ing and won't try. Yu might as wel
begin the conversion of the Chinese by
distributing among them copis of New
Testament in Greek. Secondly, Don'r
use even amended speling except ac-
ording to definit rules. Capricius spel-
ing is bad, whether petrified as in the
dictionary, or shifting acording to the
taste and fancy of the speler. [n doc-
uments ment to be red by the genera:
public, & certan amount of amended
speling, acording to definit rules, ex—
cites interest, shoz the riter to-hav the
curage of his convictions, and is yusful
in breaking down prejudiee; but if the
changes ar 80 numerus as t0 make the
reading dificult to unpractist eyes, the
«im is defeated, the articl goes unred.
—&8. R. A. Buletin, May 1856.

— Mr. H. Sweer, M. A., in & paper
before the Education Society, teaches:
«@erman short o. which is distinct from
our o in not, is the first element of our
difthong o0i.” [Yes. and i8 nod such
sound or & very close aproximation to
it the general short o of Europe? Is
Oo not the very best shape fora sound
in such general use? As confirmavory
of the view that o in Europe is used
(besides its ordinary sound in 7o) with
a value which ofh coincides with that
in our word nor, and in general comes
very near it, we quote from Webster:
«properlyspeaking,the sound aproach-
es o in nor, and is in fact intermediat
between o in nof and o in nofe. This
at least is true of French, German and
Italian.’* The articl in Webster was
ritn by Dr Tomas and wil be found on
page 1683 of the edition of 1880. The
o's in Italian Livorno (Leghorn) ar ex-
actly thosse in nor and no.—Eb.]

LITERATURE.

Prexer LivRe pr Lecture (Méthode
Fonétique) par Paul Passy, profeseur
de langues vivantes. Paris, Hachette.
79 Boulevard St. Germain.

Kueives Lesenvos fuer Kinder von 7
bis 12 jahren. Gesammelt von Prof.
Paul Passy. London, F. Pitman, 20
Paternoster Row.

The first is & primer for teaching
French childven to read by the sound
method, the latr a small elementary
reading book for German children for
like use. Each is useful also to teach
the pronunciation of either tung. As
such they ar valuabl to the student of
Comparativ Orthoepy. We shal get.
them for thoz who wish.

— Practice is the noun. o practise
is the verb. The distinction is ofn ov-
erlookt: In Revised Speling the verb
is practis; past participl, practist.

—In general we spel by the foloing
rules which ar on trial but believd te
be worthy of adoption:

A. Ot evry useles letr.
B. CaHANGE a, pk, gh
ifsoundedso | to ¢, f, f

—Italic Types wer first made by Al-
dus Minutius at Venice about 1501. for
the exclusiv. use of which ia ltaly he
obtaind a brief from Alexander VI.—
This peat letr was modeld after the
handriting of Petrarch,

JA4PAN.—A “Roua-51 Kar’ (Roman
Alfabet Asoe'n) propoz to uze 22 out of
present 26. Roman letrs, omiting 1, q, v
and x- ‘They accept the consonants at
their usual English values, and vowels.
at thoz of italian, German or Latin,—
Chinese ideografs ar said to be no betr
fite 1 to expres Japanese than to expres.
Ls.in or English, and it is estimated
chat use of the Roma. ji Kai system wil
reduce by nine tenths (some say by
tforty nine fiftieths), the labor incurd
by a Japanese lad in lerning to read.
Alredy the Roma ji EKai has begun 0
print & newspaper; prominent jurnals
ardevoting a colum a day to matr print-
ed in Roman ietrs, and dictionaris, text
books, nativ literature and clasic texis
ar {0 be thus set forth as oportunity
offers.—American Bookmaker,



