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Aud Toplady singing:

4 Rack of ages deft for me,
Let e hrde myredf in Thee”

Servants of God come into the unity of the faith when
they are expressing thewr heart’s love to Hun in singing
praise. It is the expression, tco, of the Church’s hope.
for we sing of the better land. It is wonderful how many
of the sweet hymns take our thcughts vp to the heavenly

- home. We are basing our thoughts and desires upon

the glorious home whnch the Lerd has provided, and so
we like to sing together the hymm * QOver there” The
Rev. Dr. W lson, of Barclay Church, Edinburgh, whom
Mr. Moody knows very well, tells that on oue occasion
he went to see a poor parishioner, who had alarge family
of children. She was endeavoring by her own industry
to provide for them. He went there with rather a sad
heaii, because he knew she had to battle with poverty
and d fiiculty. He looked in, for the Coor was open. She
was siting between two cradles,and a string tied between
them enab ed her to rock them tegether. She had her
kouting in her hand and was singing :

*Flhere is rest for the weary,

Trere is rest for the weary,
There jsvest ferme”

He said he never knew the meaning of those words un-
tit he heard the woman singing with a happy heart.
Then i not praise the truest expression of the world’s
love to Chnst? 1 see that people express their love in
songs.  tis in love songs that the language of the heart
speiks out the world over. And shall we who have
learred to love Christ not sing songs of praise to Him,
and Lnow that when we are singing His praises we are
L.ought mto the closest and most loving fellowship and
communion with Him? Our hearts have burned within
us while we have suny his praises at this meeting, and we
all want the worshipiul feehnz which nises when we sing
“Waorihy is the Lamb that died for us.” I want to add
this - It ‘we are to have the service of praise made more
helpful we must have converted singers. But we want
something mure.  We want consecrated singers.  Some
ladies and gentlemen who have fine voices and sing n
drawmy-rooms and general conceits will not sing in
church choirs because there are some poor people in the
char, aud they are afraid lest they should lose caste.
\% ¢ want the highest talent and culture in the Church of
Chii-t, Lut 1t must be consecrated to the Lord. 1 want
Christian people to <ing Gods praises in their famihies.
Many of you had worship this morning without the sing-
ing of prais2. The chiidren would have sang it you had
led them.  If vou cannot sing yourselt, your chuldren can
1 have a boy who could ruise a ture fora whole audience.
Al chudren have a little singing power, 1t we only knew
how to tming it cut. Let us go about singing Goa’s
praises ; let us sing in our homes, and then we shall not
11-d the senvire ot sung the cold, dry, tormal service we
often find it. 1 wish I could get my chorr to become
seated hetore 1 go on to the pladorm. I kneel down in
my vesty the Last thing. 1 am afrad the chor have
anotker preparation.  There is the flutation, the laugh-
ing and rking i the vesutule, and they often tike their
plices withent any sense of solemnity, wihhut knowiny
how < lemn s the duty they are about to perform. We
<hould 1ot allow anv to lead us 1n the service of song
wha are nut prepared to give tharr hearts to the Lord al-
together

M. McGravanay —The last speaker has goane to
the centre of the matter. Paul put 1t in two words—
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sing with the “spirit” and * understanding.” We have
co>mmenced at the wrong end of the text in the Staves; |
do not know how it is here. We have been working on |
the “understanding,” trying to get music beautiful, grand
and good. We are told by Him who knew all about it,
that God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth. In too many cases
it i3 all art, and no heart; it is like sounding brass and
tinkling cymbals before God. We must have Christ’s
spirit and His love. If we are to be channels through
which His power shall come, we must be moved by His |,
power. If we are not His children, we are out of place
in the Church’s choir. But some will say, “ Then are
we not to have good music in church > “Yes, God
must have the best.” But we must make a distinction |
between a concert and worship in God's house. A con-
cert is one thing, worship is another. A piece of sculp-
ture may be a close likeness to th2 original, but it has
not the living, moving spirit of the individual whom it
represents. So music may be fine as art, and yet worth-
less as worship. So it scems to me, we must sing not
only with the understanding, but with the spirit. Music
must be kept in the background, and used to interpiet,
not to cover up.

MR. Moopy.—There is great power in singing. 1 do}
not know anything about music—doi’t know one note!
from another. I wasin a train goingz ecast a thort time
ago, and a mai._came up to me and said I had been
rather hard on his friends. 1 wanted to know how.
“Well,” he said, “I bzlong to those that Lelieve in fine
music.” 1 said I didn’t know 1 had said anyth:ng against
such people. He said he thought I had said some pretty
hard things aganst them in the city where 1 had just
been preaching. He said, “I sing in a church where |
they have fine music ; they have a good many rich men |
in the church. they aic able to pay for good singing and
they pet it. They give four or five thousand doliars a
year for the choir.” Yes, | said, do you have a good
audience in the church? *“ A grand audience on Sunday
morning—a full huuse every merning.” 1 just drew him !
on, and finally I said, “ How many conversions have you
had# * Wel),” said he, “1 am sorry you ask-d that’
qaestion.” He seemed a litile flustered, and he finally
owned up there had not becn any conversions for a num-
her of vears. DBut they had good music. It was very
fine. That is the kind of thing I prote t against, Itis,
as onc speaker has said, hke an army fighting
without bullets. They are filling the air with noize, but
nothing 15 accomplished. 1 think that if the church
wou'd take that four or five thousand dollars and hire
godly women tu go among the poor,and s'ng these songs
among them, they would do more good. _ Let them draw,
the musical talent out of the congregation. There are
probably forty or fifty young women in this congregation|
who can sing and play the piano, and if they woud get
these mto the choir and spend the money in supporting’
missionaries, they would do more good. It is a mistake
to have the choir at the other end of the church from the
pulpt. I am glad to sce that you have the choir near’
the pu'pit here. 1 think it would be a goud thing if my
brother, who first spoke, would have his cheir in his
vestry before service, and let him have prayer with them |
before service and go on the platform together. It would
be better; his choir would be more in sympathy with him
1 puy the preacher who has to choose hymms before the
service and stick to them.  If his choir is at the other,
end of the church he may waat to make a change, but he

f cannot get to them. What is the use of a man praying



