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Candidates for the ofice of: deacon: (having
reosived. ¢ faculties ”2 1may be:admitted-to that
order at'the age-of 24 years, having first pone-
ed such examinations as shall satisfy the Bishop,
in the following subjects, vis.: the History,
Autiquities, &c., of the Bible and its doctrines,
as interpreted by the Prayer Book (including
the srticles in both languages); and almo, an
oitline of cliurch history—regard being -had
especially to the history of the Church of Bogland.
No deacon shall be admitted to the order of the
priesthood until he sball have attsined: the age
of twenty-five years, nor then (ordinarily) unless
he shall have-first pasaed a satisfactory exsmina-
tion in-Latin, Greek and Hebrew, together with
such other subjects as the bishop shall reguire.
Nevertheless a bishop may, if be sce fit, advance
a deacon to the priesthood, after tweunty-five,

years' service in the disconate, without examinu- '

tion in Greek av.d Hetrew, if ke shall liave found
him faithful, 4hd shia!l judge that he Las “pur.
chased to himself' a good degree.” No deacon
shiall have any indepéndent spiritual charge, but
shall be subject to the direction and superinten-
dence’of such priest'as the bishop shall place him
under, It is dedirable, that in places where there
is not full employment for deacobs in the particu-
lar uiethiods set forth in the ordinal, descons
sbould'be specially eniployed jn the work of edu-
chtion, Deacons shisll have no place in the Pro-
viidial ‘Sytiod, bt shall bs adimitted to. diceesan

“ Jearned in the Latin tongue.”

k Jesus Christus trigesimo anmo baplizatus est : but

But' after: all,
is & knowledge of even Latin absolutely indispems
sible for a deacon:? !

.4 Twenty.five years,”” It is desirable to make
the interval betweon the two crders longer than
it is, aud more marked. The priest who.hasé
gained experience, where only it can be.attained;
in the dinconate,. will be n much more effoient
minister, or priest, and will be received as such
by his flock, when he:-comes to have a charge.
The following extract from the ¢ Codex’ wi|l re-
lisve any oxtra-conserative minds from difficulty
in adoptiong this age:

“ Four and twenty.”  Anciently, the age was
80. from .our Saviour's entering upon his minis.
terial office at that age: Dominus enim noster

the canon law making an exemption to cases of
necessity, and requiring no more than 26 abso-
lutely, that beoame the fixed age for the order of
priesthood, and is so declared in the aforesaid
Pontifioal, and by the cournocil of Trent. But the
methods of education being in these last days
more quick and compeniious than in former times,
our church has thought 24 sufficient with these
limitations,) which are not in the chiurch of Rome
with regard to 25);' that they shatl be 24 com-
plete (¢ full twenty-one” ordinal): that there is
no room left for dispensation; and that till they
are admitted to the’ order of priesthood, they
are not oapable’of any beneflce or ecolesinstical
promiotion.

Synods under'sich coriditions as 'the'said’ Syiods
sball severally prescribe. ,

« Faculties.” This word is ititroduced with
réferedce to the preface of the ordinal. The
graiting of facilties is a'legal prerogative of the
Archbishop of Cauterbury. If we are tied by
this legal provision, as the church is in Eag:
land, ¢ faculties” might easily'be proéured,’and
pliced at the dispasal 6f all Bishops id Canada.
No doubt, His Grace would be ready to grant
them in this way upon application from the
Synod.

‘‘ Twenty-one years.” The circunistances of
this country, and of this Churéh, demand admis-
sion to the Hiaconate at an earlier age than 23,
Other professions are open to young inen at an
early age. It is highly expedient t6 plice a much
Yarger inferval than at preseat exists bétween the
diaconate axnd priesthood. The age of admision to
the diaconate hus varied considérably ; and there
is no renson why the fixed.age of 23 should be
regared as unalterable, In Gibson’s Codex, Tit.
vi. 0. v., may be seen the following comment upon
theage of 23 years. Tlie rule in the couucils,
gnndf in the oannon law out of the councils) is
25; and a reason isthere given for it, from the
4th council of Toledo. I veferi lege, ab anro
vigesimo quinto Levita 1w tabernaculo servire man-
dantur. This also became a ruls of the English
church, but it was a case digpensiblé ; and in the
church of Rome, not only the Council of Treut
made it'23, hut the Pootifical, published about
the time of our Reformation, made the age of a
deacon sufficient, if it was not under 20. To
this our church, in the'time of Edward the VIth,
added one, and is now come into the middle way,
between the two.extremes, viz., 23 ; providing
also a faculty of dispensation for persons of ex-
traordivary sbilities to be admitted soozer,

In-the sister.church of the U. 8. the diaconate
is-open st the age of 21, A bishop of'that
oburch, who was ordained.dencon at 21, told the
wiriter & few days ago that it had been of incal-
culable value to him, to have thus ganed three
year's experience. .

_ !t Articles in both languages.” This is what
is meant, (is it 56¢) 6r meantprincipally, in the
preface to'the ordiim}) by the'dedcen being found,

-«

The twenty-filth year might, in most cases, be
spentin college. The advantages of a year of
calm study after 3 years of practioal work, and
of the influence of experienced men, becoming
students agnain, amongst, or at least in connec-
tion with, or in sight of, young theological atu-
dents would be immense,

“IHcbrew.” Isit not the experience of every
unfortunate priest, who, like the writer knows
nothing, or next to nothing, of the original lan-
guage of the larger half of God's own Word, that
he cannot thoroughly exercise that office of the
¢ Scribe instructed unto the Kingdom of Heaven,”
whom our Lord comparés to ¢ an householder,
which bringeth forth out of his treasure things
new and‘old "’

“ A bishop may xxx .advance a deacon xxx
without xx Greek and Hebrew.” It doea not fol-
low that because the bishop may. he wiil. Yet
there may be cases wihere he will ¢ see fit,”” 80 to
reward faithfulness-in the. diaconate. It is not
necessary to there being a: permanent diaconate,
that any deacon should-be incapable of promo-
tion; that would be contrary to the spirit of 2
Tim.-iii. 13, quoted-in the canon.

Might not a period, or rather several  periods
of study he, in shme oases, allnwed to the deacon
during his fiest 12 years of service, if the bishop
considered him to have ability and-energy to fit
himself for examination in Greek and Ifebrew,
If he succeeded in the attempt, all well and good;
if he did not, he would still gnin something, and-
the church would gain something .also. Those
years of stady had better bo stated years, say
4th, 8th, and- 12th, A deacon could not then
importune his bishop to advance him out of
course,

¢No independent apiritusl charge,” The mis-
chief of inexperienced young:men being placed in.
independent charges.is too well known, and ‘too
obvious to meed comment. All sensible:young
men, even after they have:waited for admission
to-Holy.Orders, till the age of 23, sttl! desire to
oommence their ministerial ‘duties (if .it: were:
possible) undér some one ‘Who -could advise and
direct them:

" Ought'ihers:not'be; at leait,. one desoon’ to

e —————— ..

every priest? In our country. shes. Where:.a
prisst 1poads s0 muth tim:?::on the .read;
travelling from one congregation .to : awother; -
and: thus loses & vast.amownt of time, -whiok'
might, and ought to Le given to batterthings, i:e:,
prayer sud study, and. attention to his family,
| Tim. iil. 4¢ Compare Genesls xviiti 19, and
am. 1ii.-13,) & deacon shight be placed in every
congregation, . R

Ohe priest might then hnve chargé of half &,
duzen congrogations, separated by distances of.
from 6 or 8 to 20 miles.  TEus, the priest might’
live, say at 3, where he woull' have also hik'
deacon to assist him, and to ¢ baptize and to
preach” (ordinal) *in his nbsence.” 'The priest.
then would spend one Sundhy atshome. He
would hold, of course, two rervices, with the
Holy Communion, at A. Atall the other stations
the resident deacon *¢in the absencoe of the
priest,”” would hold also two services (a matter,
this, of piramount importance.) The next Sun-
day the priest spends.at B, 20 miles off, where,
as at hotoe the Sundsy beforo, he admihisters the
Holy Communion, and oatechises tha children,
He leaves home, to go to B, early on Saturday,
and returns late on Mouday, devoting two half
days to visiting at B. Tuesday to Friday he
epends at kome, The third Sunday is devoted to
C and E in like manuer, C iy, say 10 miles from
A, aud 6 from D—D being 12 from A. Ths
fourth Sunday ke spends similarly at E; and
80 on.

In the country, then, there may bé 5 or 6 dea-
cons to éacli priest. In towns, maby' parisheq,
require & deacon, and perhaps two t6 eack priest,
If there happens to be two or three small con:
gregations; théy might.be placed under the chaige,
of one priest, as suggested above in courtry’
parts~—especially ought every' cathédral chure
to have its staff of deacons,

*Dencous xxx cmplcyed in the work of educa-
tion.” It is thought by some, and strongly desired
by others, that deacons might, in part, st apy-
rate, support themselves by the labour ¢7 thdir,
:own hands, Let it be assumed now tlnt they
may not do so—although some priests' hauds
awong us are course and: rough from holding .
plongh, or wielding a mattock—still seeing that it
appertaineth to the office of deacon to instruct,
the youth in the catechism;” that numbers’ of
priests aro employed in the work of education
(secuiar ns well as religious); that they .are
appointed to the office of (even secular) teachers
by bishops in soms cases, while in-other casds
bishops have beld, and hold, the office of teacher
themselves, with the approval of the body of the
church; that ¢‘aptuess to teach’ is a ministerial
(not mere dinconal) qualication (1 Tim. iii. 2,
and 2 Tim ii, 24.) A deacon may. certainly be
employed in teacking; lie will thus be cnubled,
partly to carn his own living. And, whois going
to calculate the blessing._to the christian world,
(yea, even to the unghristian world,) of having
a large body of deacon schoolinasters. It would
be one of the nublest works that any bishop
could do, to inaugurate such a body in the vine-
yard over which the Lord has placed him- to
preside.

This is, alrcady a lengthy c<say. The impore:
tance and the Inrgeness of the subject requires
length, There is yet more to be said. Thereare.
some ohjections to be examined. Without such-
examination; these suggestions woulkl be, perhaps,
summarily dismissed as not :practicals Thuy, it
is-asked, how .aré. deacons’ to be supported ?
| Take.first the.comitry ones -we ‘have proposed—+
thers/are clergymen, sapposs; at A; B, C, and D3t
clergymen, wearing out, not.merely. their: horse:
said hariess, ;but their heart and spirit, in toiling




