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lawful auperiortiere, bocomo insessibly jeaiens
cf ail control -and interference, and titis prînciple
'viii more or lemas ffect 1dmn iu ail his general in-
terceurse. Mien of course the force of a princi'
PIe thus higiîly sanctionod le feit through every
part of the Meticedist society,-andl le mani-
fested, ai yen anre aware, iu iLs local prehers'
meetings, iLs leaders' meutings, &c.&ic. Titis
demecratie tendency is net gcneraily perceived;
indeed 1 lid been -long -a Metitodist myeif be-
fore 1 was fuily aware of ita.existence. Titis la
grently ewing a ei personai eharacter of te

Sresnt leaders of Methodism. Dr. I3unting,
r. Hauna , Dr. Jackson, Mfr. James Dixon,

&ao. &, areh ail mou cf decideci Conserative,
principies, moa mho, -boing lIeaders, have tisen
abovo the injurious effeet of Presbyteriaa equa-
lity. As yet, aise, Mr. NVesley's writings on ail
titese suibjocta, continue grentiy te influence thes
Metitodistic public, and is sentiments, titougli
coatradicted by soa personal inconsistencies,
are well known te bo docidediy la faveur cf
cmapleto .subordination. But dtoe are oniy

ac4idental, or periapa Providelntial, correctives of
tiiose cviii or whieu 1 -rn speaking; snd yen
wili ailow ttat' that -systeîn can bardly htave
eriginnte(l in tbci wisdom cf Qed, the successal
werking cf %Ybici depeiidr &0 çntireiy, upon te
persnai chamacter cf certain indiidunis. 0faill
titis 1 becarne graduaily awarû; 4 saw titat
wvhile tihe vast majerity of the preacqàers 11ve1reEtotnd and scriptural in titeir views cf tîtat it-
mility and quiet subordiînation whiclh become
te citristian clearacter, large numboes of their

people foit very ditfî'uçnt.iy, and were iargely
ütictmrd witis the ipirt, ore'ol indepeud-

-exoe. A cectinued struggle was going on be-
fore niy eyes, between tirs confere'nce !iuD(l the
societies, in wbich thesformer suas cofltin,11ZYI
oligeci to yield ta Uic demanda of te latter,
lccaiisc thcy bad noe Scriptural pattern, no
.Divinc autkority, sipoz wkidh t&ay could fall
bacck; ail. was mocy of meh's ordering, accord-
ing te what thieybelieved a rigiateous expedi-
ency.

But iL wasw net until I becamne a resîdent itn
Canada, titat I was fuiiy couvinced of tirs evil
,wemlung cf the demoeratie principiejin Meleod-
hm;n for here iL htappens that sorncot~ thse bond-
ing ýpreachers titemseives are men cf extrernciy

I,1or, te speik more honestiy, of nbsoluteiy
rizipéples. The consequence is that,

ap~re% discontented subjecte,
~ at&I O * ns;nt unfreqnentiy

1~q~felingz toards te
1it salu ?Jethodism.

Clous, cira"

Mfr. Brown-Well, but fupposing 1 were te
grant theoexistenCo of thesn democratik tendon-
cios, wvhiel cIîSof to bave fiad se unpleasant an
effect upon your mind, and which, iîpon refic
tien, 1 fear I cannot aitogetiier contradiet; yet,
wvhile 1 certainly deploro them, 1 cannot sec
howt vhey couid justil'y your forsaking of Me-
thodisin, becanse you know we are not a politi-
cul, but a religions body.

Mfr. Secker-Thnt la very truc. But the
Scriptures teacis us that &II, our conduct is ta bu
brougbt under the influence of religiouts princi-
pie; Liat ail Wo do is te ho done te te giory
0! Qed: wvlien, therefore, I saut that thes natarai
tendency of tihe distinctive principles of Method-
ism-(thoe presbyterianism of its ininister2, and
tihe consequent authority of its laity)-is te lend
rnen te the violation of one of the first and most
important principies uf te Gospel, as reipects
our preseut condition, nameiy, a duo and mc-
verent aubmission to, tihe powers titat arc or-
daine&l of God, then I couid net but fear that
thora muet bu somnething radicali y wyrong and
unscripturai l i hystemn. But obs-erve, Mny
dear friend, that I was aise well satisfled tîmat
these principles are quite as detrimental ta te
spiritual prosperity of te Metitodiats, as titcy
are te teé welfitre of thc etate: they cause tbem,
te tink bighiy of tbemselves, howover humble
mriy be the phraseolog(,y which tiiey occasion-
Ally use; they Make thom, as you knew, impa-
tf',4jt cf reproof, and exceedingly rendy te ait in
judgnn~ent on titeir preacliers, instcad of receiv-
ing tijeir, instructions iu that humble and quiet
spirit whiil the lioiy Gho3t enjoins, respecting
tile toacheliug of' those who are the :îmbasscadors
of Cisit, saying, " OL5cy tliecm tliat have file
7rule oves' Ilot, and slmit ycetrselves, for tiley
watcit oser your suls 4z# tkpj Ïhi must gise
accotit."-(Hkb, xiii. 17.) .And yet, sucit amn-
£-asadors they believe titeir Drencherm te bc.
Tliat tho ovils of Lihia spirituai iDjUsOredia
shouid «'1 more visihle.eu the contient cf Amnx-
mica, titan iti Engiaud, Ms n.o surprisiug, becanse
bore te prenc.,OY titemeitrs are net an equally
well educated set cf mon, api p&haps yet more
eapecially because tf>ey bave ne, se te camne
extent, and in some cas. net at al;, ibps restrain-
ing and guiding influence,"f Ouf truly Y-effrable
and Catitolie Church, ta te effect of wls"c Ye-
titoditn in Britain owes se ranc Of iLs Soubti
piety and rcqrsctabiIity.

Mi'. Brown-Ab, Mfr. Seck-er, tites are bard
thmusts, but 1 believe tbey are meant iiu kind-
Ufsa; and ýbeepiy do 1 deplore that there ie se
nincit occa=ic for theca. 1 have long observed,
witit palin,.the 'tendency there ia in us, as Me-

toitte spiritual pride-to titink mnore
L!2eý- of oDUraes titan we otiglit Lo think;-
ý.Ro n. xii..3)-,.hich la thte more dangeroui%

u~ase WC dlock iL under a Metitedistie itumi-
iyv'ef language, 'wiich, if we kncw ourselves,

uould, often find is net the rea feeling Of


