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TIIIE CIIALILENGE OF' iAirii.

A sermion preach2d at AIl Saints
C'lureli. Wil*ijeg, on Sundity morn -
lng, Sept. 61h, 1896, by fle. Dr. Green,
Dean of Eastern lowa

"For %ve have not foliowved cunning-
iy deviseci fables." Il Poucr, 1: 16.

-~Sinmom Peter, a ser vant and aîrost'e
of Jesus Chîrist," la iiar.tg the endi
of a long am<dl :rduous lite, th.it la

soti to close in martyrd ni.
l3egitnnag at Jeru aI rn, on tîa'

strange and wvondrous day or )~i<
whlen the fnspiring Spirit set ln tiot-
mon the per't up) energica cf th,3 Alpes-
toile banud, lis lire lias been g.ven ta
the proclamration of the Gospel of tii,ý
Nazarene. Uc bas seen mîuit ti.des ln
tire Hoiy City won Iby tIre mys-tirious
pover of the Story of Calvary; lie lias
seen if l<'ap tire barrlers of Judasmi'
anxd creep as a klndling ilaine front
city to elty, fromn nation to nation,
urîtîl the, sourd lias gone forth
throughout tlie wcrîd.

'It bas been bi3, to b3 one of the
i'loacers la" the proclamnatiton of thli
r.ew phllosoplry of life. Inspîreil hy it.4
spirit, hIrais met the faitbs and creedz.
of earth'a philosophies, In full c)rfl-
dence of trIumph. Tîrat has ascende-.7
Lord lad delivered Int his hands Uie
final, comrplete andl 1rerfeet systeru of
lIte and faitb, lie nîost flinly end
steadtalitj, bUeeees. In lis 1Pglt h,-
secs and rec,,gr.izs tbe fal'ac1le- aI
PlatonIsm, tire zgal i m of Stoicism,
thec aensua'ity cf EpicuruF, andl thr
emrtiness of îrhilosophy felse*y ea
culled. To hlm, wilh the (xpcm-:encŽ
of bis life bebind liai, le 13 foundcdt
tipon a basting rock 0f cetainlty; nay,
more. Krafted into a living union with
the final TJrulli reveuleil of Goil.

Andi as. Iris lab:rs cnding, lic w. tes
to iris spit itual children. exhortirîg
themn ta permanenca in Chri flan
fait h and the performrance of Christ-
Jan duty, lie sunis bis canf-dence in
these words: "For Nve bave not fol-
lawcd, cuzaningly deviscil fatbles, %vîrerj
Nve mi-ade known unto you tIre ,;wer
and coniing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but w'erc eye trtlesses of Bis Mý%ajfsty.

It la witb a glance backwards along-
the crowded cearturies of Christian tîmo
that I corne today to take this samne
confidence from thie lips of the nged
Apostle of Chrrist, as I speak to you of
-The Challenger of Falth.1'

The sane faitb, existing tbraugli al
the centuries sînce, niakes the samne
claim 0f exact certitude to-day, as
whea St. Peter faced fthe persecut'ans
ot the Apostolie century. Aparlnst h.
are directed na longer the .rms of
Roman legions, nar thc persecutions
af hostile emperors.

'M'lE WESTERN ÛCHA

'roday lt inets a more subtle and
insi<luoils foe, ais a tolerntixî phiilj-
sophy relegate., its elliams tu the age

oli frI>le. sînd lis sy'stenm of failli to
a place ainolig the %vorid's d ciusions.

Th'ie 011 w~ord's barl>arlty ln chains
amui stakes and the gieedy licns ot
amupliteatre, hav'e passed, iwith
1timei. lige, Into a bioody page cf bis-
ttbry:-tlîe day of rampant athelin.
iouiIess, lifless, raglng like fcam*ng
wftv". of the sta, lies lipe a lilot, fiir
r'emovd-to-day the air about us ls
flfled wvitî nurotiiet spirit; the cry

cornes ln other çy.lal)les;-%ve hav'e
corne to the day of a pilosophy that,
ilghity ln aita, catlossal lu Rechlwe-
muent. trernendous fl activity. vaunts4
Itself :o a supreme arrogance ais en-
slîrinlng the scientifle syllogiiirs as
the final arbiter, It 1prcn:unce-, jug
tuent on ail tliinge. Tire !sclentIlk syl-
loglsin! T macan by that expert nta.
reascia; nut the pur, Ieaton of Kan.t
who dIcd cornplaninng that no on.e un-
derstood him; nit th,- isty r(a on

of Hegel, that. like the atar dusi, la
iieither Iight nior darkn.ss,-bit te
exper-im:-ntal rcascn of school and ccl1-
loge; of lairnratory of cdiniate, of leuse
and scali.el; cf telk..Qope and test
tuble; -Uli experimcnlal r eawn, that;
discovemlng not the laws, but tLe te-
suits of law In the naturil irld

insulates Its w'*r.s, perftc s lt3 car-
bons. whlrls Its dynamos, and la the
splendcr of Its achleviaients, cries w3
i. shines out n thl the vividness o.

Its mighty llht: *The age cf dark-
nes lq past; the new age of phllosophy
lias dawneffl Leave your old, turne
long iheorles: c'o-e your pages of
legendary ages pact' To-day 13 th
full (lawn of the New C.en-tion.
Thought is the incarnation; Svience
its 1-11gb Prlest; Invention ità Gospzl;
.Attainâmcnt, its Inrrnortality."

Sucli is tl'e cry that, trod*fl ci b;
niany étivlronnients, greets us today.
For th,, s!9lendor of i's ac' levemnents
we have nouglit but ad,' ration: ln thec
magnificence of its ti. .1niens ail
mnust glory; but for the ruth"es-nets

of its iconclasni the ages ta corne
wMi mourn. as it turns against the
faith that bas been Its fo.nditk(n
andl drnies tie mother that tave formn
andl substance to Its l!fe.

In :îresentln!r to you today a deb
fonce of revealed Chrlstianity uypon
tIre basis of external and Ex;'erimcen-
taI proof, I am met once more by te
question, *What do you mean by
Christianlty?" Our day fa nonde-
script ln Ifs nomEnclatuie. Worlis
are oftca the changeable fnsfgnia of
factions. InterpIretatirta are atten
arbitrary. Human theorles coin mean-
Ings, anil press ancient syllables into
the dies they eut. 'What do you nican
by Chrlstianlty?

In a single word, Christianlty Is
Christ. 1-is personality Implatîted in
l'rmmanity: His lite enterInr, Intù ani
absorbed by our lire. The introclua-
tion from above of a newv re-agznt,
that solvent ta somne, destructve 'to
otlhera, of the elemiants In lh-- coin-
Posîte lves of aurs, effects a cha"gé
and creates a new combinati ai.. Th?
ethica and moraIs of Christian pimil.
sophy; these ara flot Chr.st[an!tY,
but its resuîts. *rhe farins and typei

of Christian worship and admlinistrâ-
tion; these are flot Chrlstianity, but Its
inêrinB. Chrlstlanlty ln Its aimpc4i
delaitom la -the super natural revela-
tion of a new lire, that carefuiiy re-
gardimîg the natural structure of this
life; carefuiiy conservîng the perman-
ece àf natural lave, overieap.ng ricip
of the berniers that exist la the domaimi
of the perfect deveiopment of effect
fi om adequate cause as added to
tire kingdoms of Nature a new order,
Uhe Iclngdoni of Heaven.

Bt ln la ts broader and mrore cam-
r.reheénsive sense, w'hat do I mean by
ChristianIty?

1 mean tl-at fa.tth, t'kat piîl.oîophy.
that rule of lire and obedience, that.
enunclateil by the personal teacbing of
Jesus Chrigt; delivercd by Hlm tu
those whoa, He chose to lie thc
Apostles of Bis Gospel, becamne thec vis-
Ible. tangib!e Cre2d cf tlic Churci,
fliat from the beg.nning bas been cati,
ed by Hfs namne. The structure of helMe
that cryitta'Iized la the matceilesi
brevlty of te Apostles' Creed lias. ln
aIl these centuries, relteratzd what H-1
1-lmi!ef declareil:
~Tlie faith !a <lad; the falth la man."

The hope la Christ. where hope began,'
that lias. tauglit the wo.Id t-j b?îleve
ln the Fatlierhood of God, the brotherý
1 00(l of humanlty, the pardon (if sin,
andl the hope of lmmortality; and hasý
ln ail conditions cf lite, nit..titered ta
tIre purest and best of these naturea
of oli-, andl polnted ever upwards al
ta tlhi stars. I nican that system that,
,bhn the Iron power of Rome hail

spent Its fur-y, calme out ci the cata-
co mba taset up a more Iastlng tbro-ne
than Caesar's that lias Inspired andI
preserveil the best af human thou b.
and attalar M, and givca ta th
world today Uie unepualled iory ot
Christian civilîzat:on. I men tb3 re-
ligion of Jesus Christ; thec ont-
final phiuosophy; the une corripiete
solution of the weird enîgma of lii-
man lIfe; tha crne sy.temn that hasî
ever claimed ta answer the question
ing!s cf the human spi.ft and ra'isfj?
thec saul of man, and my work to-day
as I speak ta you who are sttzdV.nl
the phenomena by îvh!ch our lives aie
surrounded andl of which our llvEs are
part, is t7o attempt ta Éatisfy you by
logical , expzr:mental prier that ln
pointlng you to, Chriistian taith as tlc
climax of human thouglit, I amn fil-
iowing with yau no cunnlngîy devîseil
fables, but amn bnfnging you Into tha
preaence of One tyho, above the rev-
vered Isis of Egypt, the oracles aI
Greece, or the Titanic deities of mighty
Rome: who, far beyond hlm, aI the
hemlock, or tlie philosopher of the
higbest gaod; who, aupreme beyand
all modern thouglit, as .Alcyone alune.-
la the centre of the atar-y warîds,
aays, because He lias the riglit ta aay,
"I amn the Truth."

I have sad that ChrIstlanity fa. ln
Its essence, a vitail power: that it liar
to do wlth the sources of lire tho
apringa of thouglit, emnollan, amd that
moat Inscrutable liower af ail], the hu-
mian v111. As such it resta for its in-
hereat characteristîca upon ir.t2rnal
evîdences. The Individual -experiences
aI thase who contes its truth; the
faner Illumination of those who ac-


