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THIS CHALLENGIE OF FAITIL

A sermon preathad at All Saints
Church, Winnipeg, on Sunday morn-
ing, Sept. 6th, 1896, by Rev. Dr. Green,
Dean of Eastern Jowa

“For we have not followed cunning-
ly devised fables.” 1I Petcr; 1: 16,

*Simon Peter, a servant and apost'e
of Jesus Christ,” s n_aring the end
of a long arfd arduous life, that is
scon to clese In martyrd m.

Beginn'ng at Jeru @l m, on thal
strange and wondrous day of power
when the inspiring Spirit set in mot-
1o0n the pert up energics of the Apus-
tolic band, his life has heen given to
the procltamation of the Gospel of th
Nazarene. He has scen mult tudes in
the Holy City won by the mysterious
power of the Story of Calvary; he hag
seen it leap the barriers of Judaism
and creep as a kindling flame fron:
city to clty, from nation to nation,
until the sourd has gone torth
throughout the wcrld.

' It has been his, to bz one of the
1oneers in the proclamation of this
rew philosophy of life. Inspired by ity
spirit, he has met the faiths and creeds
of carth’s philosophivs, in full confi-
dence of triumph. That his ascended
Lord had delivered into his hands the
final, complete and perfect system of
life and faith, he most firimly and
steadfastly beleves. In its light he
sees and recogriz«s the fal'acles of
Platonism, the l:gaim ef Stolcism,
the sensua’ity of Epicurus, and th
emrtiness of philosophy false'y <o
culled. To him, wilh the (xper.enc:
of his life behind him, he is fcunded
upon a lasting rock of cetainity; nay,
more, grafted into a living vnion with
the final Truth reveualed of God.

And as. his lab:rs ending, he w.ites
to his spiiftual children, exhorting
them to permanencz in Chri tian
faith and the performanc: of Christ-
fan duty, he sums his c.nfidence in
these words: *““For we have not fol-
lowed, cuuningly devised fables, when
we made known unto you the _.wer
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eye witnesses of His Majesty.

It is with a glance backwards alon;.
the crowded centuries of Christian tima
that I come today to take this sumo
confidence from the lips of the aged
Apostle of Christ, as I speak to you of
*The Challenger of Faith.”

The same faith, existing through al}
the centuries since, makes the same
claim of exact certitude to-day, as
when St. Peter faced the persecat'ons
of the Apostolic century. Arainst i
aro directed no longer the .rms of
Roman legions, nor the persecutions
of hostile emperors.
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Today it meets a more subtle and
insiduous foe, as a tolerating phils-
sophy relegates its cliams to the age

ot feble, and its system of falth to
a place among the world's d:lusions.

The old world's barbarity in chalns
and stakes and the gieedy llcns ot
amphitheatre, have passed, with
!thelr age, into a bleody page ¢f hig-
tory;—the day of rampant atheism,
soulless, lifeless, raging like fcam'ng
waves of the sea, les like a blot, far
removed;—to-day the air about us is
filled with another spirit; the oy
comes in other sy.lables;—we have
come to the day of a philosophy that,
mighty in aim, colossal in achi:ve-
ment, tremendous [n activity, vaunty
ftself to a supreme arrogance as en-
shrining the scientific syllogisms as
the final arbiter, it pronosunces ju’g
ment on all thinge, The scientifie syl
logism! T mean by that experl nenta.
reasen; nut the pure Reason of Kant
who died complaining that no ore un-
derstood him; not the misty rea on

.of Hegel, that, like the star dust, is
x‘elu' er light nor darkn.ss,—buat tle
experimaontal reascn of school and ccle
lege: of laboratory of climate, of lense
and scalje!; «f telesrope and test
tube;—the experimenial reason, that;
discovering not the laws, but t.e 1e-

sults of law in the natural world
insulates its wir.s, perfic.s its car-
bang, whirls its dynamaes, and in the
splendcr of its achiev.ments, cries a3

it shines out with the vividness o.
its mighty light: *“The age cf dark-
nes is past; the new age of philosophy
has dawned! Leave your old, time

long theorles; c'oce your pages of
legendary ages past' To-cay i3 th
full dawn of the New C(C.eation.

Thought is the incarnation; Science
its High Priest; Invention its Gospal;
Attainment its Immortality.”

Such is the cry that, wod'fi'd b,
many environments, greets us today,
For the snlendor of i's ac'ievements
we have nought hut ad* ration; in the
magnificence of its at..iuments all
must glory; bhut for the ruth’es ness
of {ts iconclasm the ages to come
will mourn, as it turns against the
faith that has been its foindaticn
and denies the mother that gave form
and substance to i's life.

In aresenting to vou today a de»
fence of revealed Christianity upon
the basis of external and e¢xrerimen-
tal proof, I am met once more by the

question, “\What do you mean by
Christianity?* Our day is nonde-
script  in  its nomenclature. Worlds

are often the changeable insignia of
factions. Interpretatinus are often
arbitrary. Human theories coin mean-
ings, and press ancient syllables into
the dies they cut. What do you mean
by Christianity?

In a single word, Christianity Is
Christ. His personality implanted in
bumanity: His life entering into and
absorbed by our life. The introduc-
tion from above of a uew re-agent,
that sclvent to some, destruct've "to
others, of the clements in th-s» com-
posite lives of ours, effects a chavge
and creates a new combinatior.. Th2
ethics and morals of Christian phil.
sophy; these are not Christianity,
but its results. The forms and types

of Christlan worship and administra-
tion; these are not Christianity, but {its
means. Christianity in Its simplest
dednition {s -the supernatural revela-
tion of a new life, that carefully re-
garding the natural structure of this
life; carefully conserving the perman-
cnce of natural law, overleap!ng ncue
of the barriers that exist in the domain
of the perfect development of effect
fiom adequate cause as added to
the kingdoms of Nature a new order,
the kingdom of Heaven.

But in its broader and more com-
prehénsive sense, what do I mean by
Christianity? |

I mean ttat faith, that philosophy,
that rule of life and obedience, that,
enunciated by the personal teaching of
Jesus Christ; delivered by Him to
those whon: He chose to be the
Aposties of His Gospel, became the vis-
ible, tangible Cre:d ¢f the Chureh,
that from the beg.nning has been cally
¢d by His name. The structure of helle
that crysta'lized in the matchlesy
hrevity of the Apostles’ Creed has, in
all these centuries, reiteratc:d what H)
Himeelt declared:

“The faith !n God; the faith in man.”
The hope in Christ, where hope began,’
that has. taught the wo:ld to baileve
in the Fatherhood of God, the brothers
Yood ,of humanity, the pardon of sin,
and 'the hope of immortality; and ha
in all conditions ¢f lite, mi.i3tered t3
the .purest and best of these natures
of oms. and pointed ever upwards ag
to the stars. I mean that system that,
wheh the iron power of Rome had
spent its fury, came out ¢f the cata-
combs to set up a more lasting throne
than Caesar's that has inspired and
preserved the best of human thou h.
and attainr at, and gives to th
world today the unecualled glory ol
Christian civilization. I mean th2 re-
ligion of Jesus Christ; the one
final phiunosonhy; the oune comnlete
solutfon of the weird enigma of hu-
man life; tha c¢ne sgy.tem that has
ever claimed to answer the question
ings ¢f the human spi.it and sa’'isty
the soul of man, and my work to-day
as I speak to you who are study.nx
the phenomena by which our lives are
surrounded and of which our lives are
part, is to attempt to satisfy you by
logical , exp:ir.mental procf that in
pointing you to Christian faith as the
climax of human thought, I am fol-
lowing with you no cunningly devised
fables, but am bringing you into tho
presence of One who, above the rev-
vered Isis of Egypt, the oracles of
Greece, or the Titanic deities of mighty
Rome; who, far beyond him of the
hemlock, or the philosopher of the
highest good; who, supreme beyond
all modern thought, as Alcyone shines
in the centre of the starry worlds,
says, because He has the right to say.
“I am the Truth” )

I have sald that Christianity is, in
its essence, a vital power; that it has
to do with the sources of life the
springs of thought, emotion, and that
most inscrutable power of all, the hu-
man will. As such it rests for its in-
herent characteristics upon irt2rpal
evidences. The individual -experiencés
of those who confess its truth; the
inner illumination of those who ac-



