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Ganndian Aatural Ristory,

Buzzards,

(Buleonina.)

Bczurps resemblo hawks and falcons in having
short wings, and tho bill crooked from the base. They,
towever, differ from them both by the possession of o
beak somowhat largerand weaker, and by theabsenco
of the tooth on tho upper mandible. The third and
fourth quill feathers of tho Buzzard are the largest ;
while in the falcons, tho second ; and ia the hawks,
the fourth, have that distinction. Buzzards sro slug-
giah and inactive in their habits, and in hunting their
prey, mpid pursnils and quick moversents are not

COMMON BUZZARD.

employed. ‘Thie expansion of thowings is ample, but
of that rounded and hollow construction which is un-
favoarable for great activity. The plumage is loose
and downy, and bears a certain resemblance to that
of the owl.

Tee Rotos-LEGGED Brzzarp.—(Buleo lagopus.)—
Is #0 named from tho circumstance that its legs as far
asthe base of the toes, are covered with feathers. On
this continent, it ranges over o northern districts,
n!mﬁng from ono ncighbourhood to anotber, and
extending fo tho fur countrics and the plams of the
8aakatchowan. It breeds on lofty trees, and the nest
is formed of sticks, with a slight lining. In disposition,
itia more shy and wary than the Gommon-Basrard,
ahortly to be described. It dehghh inlow-lying hunt-
iog districts, and it preys on the small- qusdrnpeds,
such as fleld mice andl ground: squirrels; the inferior
ordersof repties, newh, frogs, lizards, and suakes, as

weoll as ou tho young of fur-hearing animals. Respeot.
ing tho mothod adopted by tlis bird i oapturing its
proy, Audubon remarks—* They now and then pur-
sue n wounded one ; but tho greatest feat he had soen
them performing was scrambling at the edgo of the
water to secure n lethargic frog.”” Tho samo eminent
anthority also frequently shot them ** long attersunset,
as thoy sat patiently waiting for their proy at tho
edgo of a ditch.””  Notwithstanding its constitutional
laziness, tbo Rough-legged Buzzard is a powerful
bird, and can do wonders when it chooses to exort
itself. ¢ Whon roused by hunger it will not be con.
tont morely with frogs and mice, but addressca itself
to tho capturo of largo game, such as wild-ducks and
rabbits.” The head, neck, throat, and breast of this
bird aro yellowish white, with broad triangular spots.

The throat is marked with lengthencd streaks of
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brown, while tho hesd and neckare narzowly streaked
with markings of tho same colour. Tho under parts
of the body, iz front of the thighs, is of a deep amber
brown, and tho feediers are edged with yellowish
white, tinted with reddish, The upper tail coverts
and bago of tho tail are white—tho lattor seems a
coostant character in all the specimens wo have had
an opportunity of cxamining. e have observed in
some individuals & slight difference in tho intensity
of the brown and tho broadness of the markings of
the bird, and oncor two actually bad tho head neatly
spotloss.

T GoudoN Bozzarp.—(Buclo vulgaris.)—Like the
bird just desoribod is sluggish and inactivo in its
babits. The flight is hesvy but buoyant, and when
hunting, it is'performed in low sweeps. Whilo softly

gailing along in its nolseloss flight, it sarvoys the
ground and pounces on any thing living that may

catoh attention. Tle doomed creaturs is borne oft
in tho claws of its romorseless destroyer before the
viotim Is even awaro of tho presoucoe of its enemy,
Tho Buzzard is frequently described as watching
from an ¢minenco or from tho summit of a decayed
treo, remaining for hours in one situation, and from
thonce sweopiog down on the prey when it is disoov-
ored. Wo novor had an opportunity of seeing it so
employed, and havoalways regsrded its long statien-
ary porchos as tho result of repletion. However this
may do, tho same station is frequently taken up day
after day, and tho hours aro patiently rassed ina
motionless dose. * Whon roused from this perch, or
during tho season of incabation, the Aight is siow aad
majestic. Tho bird risos in casy aud gracefal gyza.

tions, often to an immense height, uttering thelr shrill
andmelancholy whistle. At this time, to a spectater
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underneath, and in pnticuluhghu, it appeary of im-
mense size. Tho motions of the tail, when Mn;
the circles, may bo plainly perceived, as well- as the
beautiful markings on it and on the winge'? An
eminent authority describes the bird as follows :—
“ Bluish black bill, darkest towards the point ;'the
under parts are sometimes pale -yellowiah white,
streaked on thp throat and bresst with shades of
brown of different intensity, and on thié-belly and
vént crossed by broad irrcgular bars. Sometimes
they are of a uniform tint, nearly as dark as thie upper
surface of tho body and being little interrupteds -The
plumes of the thighs are generally dark, crossed with
roddish. Tho tail is slightly rounded, asd is cromed
by a broad bar of amber brown near-the'tip, ssd by
seven or cight narrow ones of the samé &cléut.?’ The
length of male specimens are abont tvmny inches,
that of females being about twenty-three inches.



