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Indicn Coru.
Maizo or lndian eorn, belongs to the fannly VOE
grasses, (Graminec:). Its botanical name 13 Zea
Mays, aud is expressive of the lie-sustuning propcfrty
of the grain ; Tea beng denved frgr.\ a Greck verb
signifying, to live, whie Mays is thought t? b:i
derived frém o Livonic wword meanng bread, or *“stadl
of life.” )

In Dritsin and on the Luropcan contwent, tie
word corn is applied indiseriminately to Wh}:at, ry¢,
and bread making grains generally, but m th}s country
the word is exclusively appropricted to maize, and m
tho United Statea it bas been legally decided ‘that the
ternis & good and scfficient desoription of Indian
com.

"This plant Was uniknown to Kuropesns privr to the
discorery of Awmerica by Columbus.  Antong other
cariositics of the new world, Indian corn was fornd
to bo under cultivation by tho Indiaus. It has
geatly improved, and spronted out mto alargenum-
ber of varictics ag the reanit of the treatment gven
it by civilized and srehtaiic agriculture.  The range
of ierritory over which thus plant nay be grown s
very cxtéusive. 1t 3 found trom Maine to Orc:f;ou,
from Manitoba to Patagoma. and wile its growtn 13
most rank and luxurians under romcal olacs, yeb
the yicld of grajn increases &S you joumcy‘no‘rth-
wards, the largest product to the acie wung obtzined
in the cooler instead of the hotter scctions of ibs hode.
1t is moss extensively cuitivated at prescins ua the
Midile and Westesn dtates.  Indeed for many year
past it hashoen the great staplo product of the West,
where corn may bo as truly sad tobo kingas cot-
ton over was 1n the South durmg the palmicst days
of slzvery.  The prairie soil of the West scems pe-
culiarly adapted to this crop, and though it is illus-
trative of the most prodigal and rcckless kind of
farming, it i3 also cwidence of the richness of the
Iand and the smtability of the chimate, that in many
instances, large crops of corn have b}:cn grown
tvranty years Snd more I Huccession, w:t,hou.t any
application of manure. Tlus crop xs_largc:y x::usod in
New England, chictly for the grain—alsoin New
York and Ohio; and m many parts it 1s highly
valued and extensively grown as a forage crop. It
Basalso heen used, wath the best results, as amanure,
ploughcd under when 1n 1ts green and immature
stage. Inthis country corn reccrvesmuch Iess a.t.tcn-
tion than 1t deserves.  Whero there i3 an American
clemens i tire population, a3 woreor less culti-
vaied, but old coantry farmers prefer peas as a fat-
tening foed.  In this they e, for com surpssses all
tho other ocreals as a fattencr.  Iughty per cent. of
its composition consisis of fat-furming matcrial.  Tias
four timns as nutntious as the potato, andnlenior caly

eld.
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to wheat inits valuc for food. While a rich, mel-
low, saady Joam saits it best, 16 makes italdf Wb home
on all manner of souls.  ““Indian corn,” isay3 the Lar-
mer's Ineyelope-la, **can be cultivated on laad lung
after it has ceased to afford compensating crops of
any other grain. It contunds with puverty better
than moat other plants, and may be alvaatageously
grown in any soil fit for culti.alion, nat cxeoptang
blowingsands or retentive lay. ™ “Cora wall grow,”
saya 2r. Josoph Tarzis, “fon Wl svils frvm the Light-
est sands to the heaviest clay, among granite 1ok,
and on tharichest bottoms. *  The average yicll per
acre is from tlurly to thirty-five bushels, taking the
whele rango of conntry over which thisgtain is rats: .
Bul the differcnes betwesn the averago yiell aul
that oblaized by the best famaers i3 vory grest.
Theie i3 a 1ast deal oi slovenly, carclesscorn cuitaiy,
which Lussens the genenal averaze, but scores of il
tivators in every locality raise their hundred buskcls
peracre, and even more  Tho hanver ciup of i3
grain was grown in South Carolinz some yoars agos
and amounted £o the enormous yield of two Lol
bushcls and twilve guarts of shelled cora t) the were.
TWhile this plant is patient of hardship, and capable
of crduring mu.h neglect and poverty, it ropays
nost goneroualy, the bestowal of liberal caltare and
abundant manuing.  Whether 23 fool for maa or
buast it is well worlhy of culture. The wasize cars
arc amost wholesorae and dabicious vegetabl , tle
#pop” varieties Lake the place, both [Hr amusanent
anld dessert, of tho auts of the ollworld, the graia
in a wholz stao is cxecllent feel for horses, pugs
and poultry, and the meul or flour mekes good por-
rilge, puddings and Lread. A recent farina ktown
Ly the nama of corn starch, is coming laigely into
use for jeliies, custards, ice-cream and other adticles
of cookery. Nor is tho cotire valuc of this
product limited to the grain by any means  The
stalk crop i3 remarkable for ils laxuciant grow th and
Iarge yield. Indeedniopars of the plant nced be
lost; or thrown aside a3 worthless. Ihven the cobis
gronnd, and it is comsidercd of special value for
some stock feeding parposes. 10 nevoosasy, Lagar of
good quality could be obtained from the staik.  Sor-
ghum, from v.. "_h sugar has been manufactured to
a considerable .temt, is a varicty of Indian corn.

We are inclin.l to think {hat some who have ox-
perimentod with this crop, have arrived at unfavor-
able conclusions in'regard o it, fiom failure to plant
the proper Lind of seed. Tt is nailess Lo expoct that
the varivwes geowa in the Middle and Honihen States
will yicld remutiezaiive retams ia our northern chi-
mate. Soine of theso variclies will not ripen ia
our latitude, however favorable the sesson may be.
It will be as well Lo state, therefore, that the Now
England Eight-rowed, Canada Yellow, King DLilip,,
Dutton, and such other kinds asare Laown to be
hardy and acclimaled to & northern 1ogwa, are $1952
out fermers ought to plant, for & grain crop.
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The culture of Indian ¢ iavery simplo, It pres
furs a deep, rich, and ntellow soil, thoroughly tilled,
Land should be prepared for it much ai for other
crops, a thorough and carcful ploughing in tho firet
place, being the primie requisite to success. Good
crops arc often raised on newly-ploughed sod, but
this catails moic work in the after culture, which is
wor2 than rcpaid, by the excellent statoin which the
land is I.[. for otLer usca. After ploughing, the land
13 marh .l o i 10®3 about three fuet sixinchesapart
el wor, whon the variety to be grownisa small
vae, a3 it must be in this covntry. It is very neces-
sary to use a corn-marker to map out therows. | This
ismicry o hinge rake, having teeth the requisite dis-
taner agait, and drawn by one horse.  Planting is
Gthet don? Ly hand, or by 2 madhine, of which thero
are vwoons hinds in use.  Four or five kernels oare
droppelia s il An old agricultural rhyme pre-
avTibes sin 1 —=*One for the blackbird, ono for the
crov . 22 for the cut-worm, and three left to grow.”
Mary . tdleaturs soak the seed for some hours Le-
fum: planting, as a mans of proventing the spolia-
tion of inacets, birds and squirrels.  Aftersoaking, for
whick parposc tar-water i3 thought specially useful,
the sec s conted with ground plaster, ashes or lime.
Drill- lanung is preferred by some, and generally
speatang, larger crops canbe got in this way, hut
the Labor of hociag and cultivation is greater. Tho
seed whiauld be covered from one and a balf to iwo
inckos indepth. When the plants are two or three
inhics above ground, the first hoeing should be given
them  Three hiocings are usually thonght anfficient,
but tL. oftencr the sold can be stirred about corn the
bolte.  Itshould be done often cnough to destroy all
weads, and keep the land moist and mellow.  Hills
ar: nanally made around the plants at the last hoe-
ing, though some, think Ievel culture tho begt, Tt
is common to plaut pumpkins among- corn,but this,
there can be but little doubt, somewhat lessens the
yield.

Ladist corn should Lo huivestod when the cars ars
glazud, Lut before they become hard.  Some farmers
cut the £,ps ubove the cars alittle beforo this time
to hasten the ripuning aud sctting .of the grain, At
the proper stago of ripencss, the plants aro cut ncar
the ground. A knife made for the purpese is the
Lest tool for this job. The crop is cither taken to
{he bam to Le husked, or “stooked™ asit is callud,
for a time in the ficld, and husked ont-oi-doors. Dul
the subject of harvesting-corn, 80 a3 to savo both
gsiwin and etalk ia the best possible condition, is of
sudlcieat interest and importance to deseove a Intuie
atiicle. A similar observation might be made cou.
cernivg the growing of Indian corn as a green fol-
der crop.  For soiling purposcs there isno plant «u
uscful as this. Every farmer should have at Ieast o
swall breadth of green corn to feed the milch cowy,
when the pastarcs get bare and burnt in July and
August. Dor this parposc, the grain may be sowa



