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Bes Colture,

PRSI

Among the leeeer econumics of the farm, the care
e culturo of bees well deserves to take 2 more pro-
wncnt place than is usually assymel to 2 in this
country.  In Dritain, a farm woul L 15 considercd in-
eomplctely stocked, withouta fow bovs, the buey
iasmates of which, are cxpected aunuzty to cuntribute
thuir quolu to tho profits.  Until of I1te yeazs, apicul-
taro was a very crude affair. It was usually carried
v with straw lives, inside of which cverything wis
ixcd fast in fate,” aiid exeept tofur oo outwardindie.
ations con'd Lo studied, interior arrangemsnts were
Layond inspection and control.  Thobers were left to
thcirown devices, an‘l &t the lote of the honey scason
were robbed of their etores by Lrimstuning and cxter.
mnating the colony. Yt under thetedircumsionces
Lee-keeping was found profitablc, and formed one
among tho many sources of incume cnid rupply on
which the husbandman was wont to count.

1t was o great step of progres when movable-freme
hives were invented, Py tho usc of these, artificial
swarming tokes tho place of matural swoming;
and instead of the bee-master having to twait
ths convcnicnce nnd caprice «f the tees, with
the rish of losing swarmsif watch of the apiary be
iatermitted, he con.tlts Lis own convenignce, divides
thzover populated colony, and avoids loss of swarms.
2forcover, when stocks hecome queenlees, tnd cre in
danger of cextinction, & new queen, or Lrood from
which to rear on: can readily besupplicd ; mothscan
b2 exterminated ; comb, Lees and Loncy can Le given
to weak colenies; and surplus honey readily taken.
The beea, instead of managing themeelves under the
gaidance of mere instinet, are managed by the supe-
rior iatelligenes of their human lords.

1t waa o gtill further step in improved apiculture,
when that eminent Cerman apiarian, Major Horischika
hit upon the happy device of emptying the wellfilled
honcy-combs, by means of the mel-extractor, or as
some American bec-keepers prefer to call it, the
melipull. By the use of this timple machine, the
yicld of honey, in average scasons, is doubled and
cven trebled.  The application of centrifugal force
throws out the honcy almoest to the last drop, and on
replacing tho empty combs in the hive, the bees, as
in duty bound, at once procced to rcfill them.
Often when they wholly suspend work and will
not put an ounce of honey into surplus boxes,
they will toil with might and main to replace the
hon.y of which the cxtractor Lias deprived them, In.
stinct teaches them to keep the hive well filled with
sweet stores ; but putting into boxcs is an overflow,
only to be had when honey is very plentiful and hives
arc full of bees.

The importation and breeding of Italian Lees is
another progressive ilea of no small value. Dees,
like larger stock, deteriorate by in-and-in breeding,
and there arc common and supecior tribes of bees as
there arc of cattle, horses, sheep, swine and poultry.
The Italian cross woulld improve the ordinary black
races of bees, even if they were intrinsically no better;
Lut they are better, without question. They are
hardier ; more busy than * the little Lusy bee” we
have known fem childhood ; more prolific ; more bean-
tiful in appearauce; and last, but not least, more
pacific—not so casily provoked, and conscquently less
inclined to sting whes meddled with by man.

If, thercfore, under the crude appliances of old-
fashioned bee-kecping, it was a profitable pursuit,
much more is it worthy of attention with the aid of
modern improvements. The march of progress has
not yct reached its limit ; science and skill are busily
engaged in experimenting; and it is reasonable to ex-
pect that, before many years, spiculturo will take a
much higher place than it now docs among tural in.
dustries.

——

The greatdificulty about bee-keeping in thiscountry
is the scverity of cur winters, Dut this difficulty can
be overcome with proper management. Ifoney forage
is 2bundan$ in all parts of the Dominion of Canada.
Tho maple, which, when tapped, yiclds the swect sap
which we ol into sugar, furnishes honey in its carly
blor.oms. The willow gives pollen, propolis, and,
some ea¥, Lency. Que cxrly wild flowers and fruit
blooaas give the hoes something to do; and when white
clover gpangles the ficlds and roxdsides, tho honey
harvest isin its glory. The late bass.wood Llooms,
the raspberrics, ssters, gollen 10ds and buckwheat,
protract the honcy ccason duto tho fall.  Only know-
ledge of apiculture is needed to meke this 2o mecn
branch of ur productive induetry,  The bees are the
beet farm Inbourers we con liave, inasmuch as they
work for nothing anl hea. d theweelves,

A single Live of Ve intdligently movasod, may
safely be counted un to yickl at least ten dolfars per
annuwn.  Suppozs but ons luve on every Canadiaa
farm, znd what an ineronse to the agoregate produc-
tivences of cur agrienitnze,  Aud there is no reason
why cach farm thioull not havo half a dozen hives at
least,  \We look for the time, at na very distant day,
when the apiary will produce as meuch as the paultry
or even the dairy, as ordinarily carricd on,

In this new scries of the CaNana anyen iv willbe
enleavored, not only to draw ctteation to thisdepart-
ment of mral cconomy, and persaade parties to
engage in it, Wt to explain and cexpound the
principles and practices cescntial ta ruccessful bee-
Leeping, and £o while promoting ether farm in.
dustrics according to their relative importance, to
advance apicultare.  Wo helieve in a r3atem of
mixed hushandry. To have more than one stiing to
onc's bow is neither gafe nor commendatic n loce,
but it is in agriculture. l'armers should never put
allinto atingloventure, They should try all expedicuts
to incrcase their pains, and if ono eource of profit
fails, another will suceced.  Nor should they Cespise
littles, for according to the old proverh, *“many o
little mekies & mickle.”

The Honey Extractor.

The MHoney Extractor has become so well kaown
that it is hardly nccessary to give a description of it,
No bee keeper who desires to obtain large quantitics
of hioney, can afford to be without it. We are quite
ccrtain that two stocks properly managed with the
honey cxtractor may be made to produco as much
honey as cix stocks in tho ordinary way. Yect the
bee keeper may easily overdo the thing, and ruin
his stocks. To realize largely by the use of thoe honey
extractor, the bee keeper should keep his hives very
populous, with plenty of room for storing honey. If
hives are emall, they may Le enlarged by adding a
second etory containing movable framcs, the szme as
in the body of the hive; orif new hives are constructed
they may be male lurger so as to reccive more
frames. As s0om as these frames are filled with honey
they should be removel and the honcy extracted and
the framos replaced, if the stocks are populous and
the honey harvest pool, the frames, or rather combs,
will be filled again very rapidly, when the honey
should e extracted agrin; and this may be repeated
as long as it is safc to Qo s0. Here, however, the bee
keeper must cxercise his judgment, and not allow his
greed for honey to causc him to rob his bees by extract.
ing too latc in the scason.  Even thoso who are more
carcful may miss it somctimes, as in the fall we
somctimes have a sudden falling off in the honcy har-
vest, and the bee-keeper finds that his stocks are
unable to lay in a sufficient storc for winter use; cau-
tion is necessary,therefore,that too much honcy benot
taken. In another way also,the bees may be injured
by the use of the extractor, by taking combs con-
taining larve. There is no danger aftex the larvee has
been capped, but at times before it is sealed over itis

liable to be injured, as the force required to extract

the honcy may also throw out the larves,  Creat care
should thereforo be exercised when extracting homoy
from combs containing unscaled larve.  In case the
honcy harvest ehould suddenly ccase, and stocks are
likcly o fail to lay in sufficicnt atores, they may be
fed on syrup mado of whito sugar, which for for
winter use is {ully as , if not better, than
the best of hioncy. 11 hoacy extracted from the combe
Le i:mmediately straincd through coarse linen o cheess
cloth, and put into scli-scaling fruit jars, and scaled,
it waill kzep any length of time without candying. It

thoull bo Leated to nearly a boiling hoat before putting
inta the jars,

Beo Kecping in 1872

The Spring of 1372 opencd under vory unfavorable
circumstances. The ** bee malady,” for we can call
it nothing clse, bad made sad havec during wiater,
and continued through the carly pact of epring, amd
in somo sections till as late as June,

Many who hal gone duto winter quarters with »
large number of ctocks found thicy bad lost all; some
were more fortunate, but mearly all throughont the
Dominion and the greater part of the United States,

suffcred moro or less, Thoss who did not lose all,
fourd most of thestocks that survired greatly reduced,
Though in somo iastances stocks were not at all
affected, yct such instances, we think, were rare. The

consequence was,thero was & ter demand for bess
than could possibly be nll«f,“:nd many who would

i

gladly have purchascd were obliged to do without. J¢
will tako several years to replace the stock that perish.
cd, cven if tho diseasc docs not again appear. The
koncy scason has been a very one, sad in some
soctions large quantitics of honey have been obtained.
Ths honey extractor is in

and it cannot be long before all leadi

will have onc. This invention is ﬁ:’y te revele.
tionize the bce-kce&lng

The quantity of honcy taken in some in
the United States is almost fabulows. the
honey cxtractor is used, the hives should be ealarged
cither by adding morc frames or adding another A
znd stocks ehould bs large and populous. Asas ::f.
§h¢;hbc€-kc »i{l‘g tintc!'v;:t’. is i'mcmng.' cspecially
in tho United States, where it is greatly promoted
State Conventions and agricultural 4 vy

The revero cell wcn:g:lr through which we have
just passed, was very unfavarable for bees that are
not houscd, and bec-keepers would do well to lock to
all such stocks.

How t> Winter Boees.

Many arc the cnquirics we reccive as to how we
winter our becs. Wo have many times given our
plan, but for the benefit of those who may not heve
seen it, wo will give it ogain,

We prefor to winter in-doors rather than on the
summcr stands; ard we kave never found a better
place than a large, well ventilated cellar.  As
soon o8 the severe cold weather commences we pre-

ave our Lecs for thelr winter ¢ in the f .
ing mann

er :
Ve first make for cach hive a frame of inch-sqaare
stuff, the size of the honcy board. On this frame we
tack firmly wire cloth. Wethenremovethchoney board
and put this frame on in it3 place; over this frame we
spread onc or morc layers of cloth, thick coarse cloth
is best.  If the stock is strong in numbers, one layer
of thick cloth is safficicnt, but if weak in numbers,
several layers are necessary. The object of the cloth
is to retain the hoat, while it absorbs the moistare
or allows it to pass off. The cntrance to hive
should be closed and the caps may be left off. We
consider stocks pre after this manner in the best
poasib!ctcon@ti_ont ol:o wi:genng in-doors, :lm‘ the
temperature is just above elre&%pom
Of course, nl.lJ stocks should be dpwndal with
storcs for winter use, and though we do not think it
advisable to attempt to winter weak stocks by feeding,
unless the feeding be done before cold weathersets in;
yet if some stocks appear short of .ﬂqﬂiuat the time
of preparing for winter quarters, the bee-ke
thinks there is any risk, two or more pounds of -
sticks, made of white sugar, may be spresd over
top of the frames hefore putting on the frame covered
with wire cloth. If the commodltbdr}uw
they will make use of the candy given them. We
have always been most succeseful when we followed
cloacly the abovo plan. When tlere 14 no diseass

among the bees, nearly all stocks cavefully prepared
according to the abovcyphn will winter u!{ly



