
B. C. MINING CRITIC.

CASSIAR AND ITS PIROSPECTS.

The yearly report of the Brltlsli Ce-
h îitblia Board of Trade. whuh hiais iajst
ben issiied for 1897, lias the following
veuIragizn g romarks li regard to the
tueing possibilities of Casslar, and te
tie propectsof theuCasslar Central Rail-
t.ad in coinnletion therewith. Speakîig
lîrst of the piobbibilities of the dilstriet,
the report says.

* Iiimmediately niorth of Caribuo is the
dtistriet of Cassiar, an tinmenîse cun1try.
%ery littie prospîected. Se.eral of the
waterways have afforded rich plac.r
diggings.

".It Is hardly witiin ithe scope of this
report to do more than mention the
Vu kon gold fields whicli le iortl of
Cassiar li the Northwest Territory of
canada. The latest e> citenien t resulted
fron discoverles on the Klondyke river
and tributaries. Sone of these are re-
ported by old iners te equial Califorifa
in early days il ricitness. It is believed
that this mineral bolt extends te Cassiar
anti that the whole of the d(i ide will b
round to be rich li gold."

Tien as te the railroail and its pro-
posed connections the Board of Trauo
speaks as follows:

"It is a mnatter for congratulaton to
find British capitalists interesting tiheni-
,eIves ln transportation ente prise li
this pr inece, as it affords soent assur-
ance that the aceounts of the great
nattral resources of Beritish Columbia
are gaining credit j establislhed cut-
ters of finance. The charter of the
Cassiar Central Railway lias beei ae-
ituired by sucI persons. Although the
railway in this case vill be short, prob-
ably net more than 75 illes, an tii mmense
area wlIl be tributary t> i. Fort
Wra igel, whicih is open te deep-sea ves-

h., will, in the meîantime, hi tl o West-
rni starting point; from thence passen-

g. r, and froight will bu taken on he
'nitaiy's steamîers te Telegraph creek,
'-îlWkeenî river, where the railway vill
begiti. The first enstern terminus will
be at Dease lake.

It is proposed that the cninpany's
zteaiers run ont this lake aid oit the
Laird and Frances rivers, tributaries te
the Mackenzie rver, which flows into
the Arctie oceati. A fow portages only
will be necessary to control navigable
waters ex\tendiig over at least 1,000
mles. It Is expected that preliminary
surveys will b made imeetdiately, ai.d
that the railway will be completed b-
fore the close of 1890."

CORRECT ENOUGH.

The Revelstoke Herald li at article
that scathIngly comments on the Orphan
loy swindle, rightly remartis that re-

gretable thouîgh that affair 1s, It cannot
be held responsible for the geno aliack

"hits the tiall oit the iatd ' sharply
enou gli in th foilowig si uima ry of the
situation in Eiglaniti:

"Ail miintg teitures are at present
in the i 10 iw ti. En.glish iîarket, which
liowîver (s es iot prevent capital belng
fortheottiig for wiat they regard over
there as logititeit. enterprises, witl £1
or £5 sharvs ttal tever thing regular and
te suit 'lie Etglisi taste. The little
venture to which w<o are acuustoined do
itot attract tihe poublic oye over there,
Ini polint Uf fact an English investor
wvoild rea.ird t proposition ti urchase
a block ofiton-assessable shares of the
face value of one dol'ar at 15 cents In
about the saie ht lit as ait invitatioi to
sit into the thîree-card gaie vith a
couiple of suspicions looking strangers lit
a railwav cal riage. They are not accus-
toute te that kind of thing. and they
are a bit "sot" lin thoir ways over there."

THE FERN GOLD MINING AND
MILLING CO,, Ltd.

Ont tie( iniies uf tits Company, wilch
owns the Fern. the Eureka and the Hiid-
dei Treasure claiis. near Hall Creek lit
the Nelson District, active developmnent
work lhas been for soine titme proceeding
lunier the ausplices of an infilu tlal
directorate of Vancouver iten, àcluding
Mir. F. C. lunes, President, Capt. Tatlow,
Vice-President. and Messrs. S. O. Richt-
ards and C. C. Bennett. Fifty men are
now at work oi the mine and the whole
of the 100,000 'hies offered to the pub-
lic have been sold, te provide for devel-
meont work, there being a good demand
for blocks of stock at 50 cents. The
vein is stated te bo wtdoildng te six foot
and the stainp mill wilIl early lit Sep-
tomber bogin work oi the ore wich is
part freo milling and part concentrating.
Care 'vill be taken by the ise of the
vanntiers te save the concentrates. The
mili was origmnally intended te be a 10-
stamp une, but its capacity is now te be
doubled, the stamps being luu-potnd
ones. Ore is already being hauled te
the mill site along the Comîpany's tramn-
way, whichl is soie 3.000 feet fin length.
Stoping and drift work las revealed the
greater width of the veiu and proved
that at least 50 lier cent. of the ore is
free, the reiainder concentrating. The
Coipany's capital Is $200,000, divided
ito 80,000 shares of 25 cents. The
success of this frce milling proposition
will mean much for the Nelson district,
hitherto chielly nioted for the ricli silver
deposits of the Silver King and other
good mines, thongh gold-bearing ores
have at numeroits points been located,
not hithorto largely worked.

VERY LOWTONED.

This Is wvhat the Spokane Clronicle
has to sayof claim jumping: Tho'fail-

cations and a great loss of property
Interest te the holders of shares li dif-
forent companles. Just why there should
bo such great Indignation agaiîust those
men who have rolocated mines, the own-
ors of wiich neglected to pav the liconse,
It is dificult te seo. If the owner of a
claim fails te do his assessient work
withli. one year from the date et record-
Ing It, the claim ls opon to anyone te
relocate It. Those mining companies
whose claims have been jumped have
nobody but themselves te blamne, and a
man would be a blooming chump wh1o
allowed an opportunity to secure a valu-
able mining property te go by without
taking advantage of It."

Such advIce is frankly immoral, but
It bas one morit, being baro faced and
uncloaked by hypocrisy. Happily gonu-
ine Western Ameriean miners take, as a
rule, a very difforent view of claim
jumping from that of this paper of Spo-
kane. We assert that te allow a claim
te be jumped by reason only of a slight
dolay lin the payment of a company's
ilcense fee were te punish a tardy
payer altogether unduly, and at the
saine time encourage predatory claiu
junping, rascality which whenever It
exists Is a curse te a mining camp.

d(IEDEN CACHE DEVELOPMENT.

Important deais are now on foot ln
connection with the Golden Cache mines
and stock, ai EngIlsh syndicate having
qîuietly purchased at S1.70, 10,000 shares
of Treasury stock ln the Company, and,
It Is understood, sinte absorbed the
large Gooderham holding In the uTnder
taking. The ibject of the Syndicate,
whIch acted on the report of an expert,
Is evidently te obtain control, If possible,
at rates profitable te Its members, of the
bulk of the Golden Cache stock. The
English syndicate is already well on the
way te share much of the control of the
Cnmpany, with tha largest single holder,
the Dominion Developing Company,
Limited. The movenent Is significant
and probably heralds a very considerable
future participation òf British capital ln
the development of the Lillooot free
milling gold country. Indeed, this pro-
bability will become a certainty lin the
event of the success of the Golden
Cache mines, on which the fortunes of
that region so largely depend.

WEST KOOTENAY SMELTING.

The C. P. R. will do wh'a- It cati toen-
courage further smelting alid regning In
West Kootenay, but dàneet, as It Is now
stated on good authority, do much in
the way of ImprovIng transit and reduc-
ing freight.chargesas-regards the-.Trail
district for at least eighteen months. It
will £uinly také that Miine te make the


