B.C. MINING CRITIC.

CASSIAR AND ITS PROSPECTS.

I'he yearly report of the British Co-
Jumbia Board of Trade. which has just
peen dssued for 1807, has the folluwing
encouraging romarks in regard to the
minfog possibilitics of Casslar, and to
the prospects of the Casslar Central Rail-
read in connection therewith. Speaking
trst of the possibilities of the district,
the report says.

< Immmediately north of Cartbuo is the
district of Cassliar, aa fmmense country.
vory little prospected.  Several of the
waterways have afforded rich placcr
diggings.

oIt is hardly within the scope of this
report to do more than mentton the
Yukon gold ficlds which lio north of
Cassiar in the Northwest Territory of
Canada. The latest ercitement resulted
from discoveries on tho Klondyke river
and tributaries. Some of these are re-
ported by old miners to equal California
in early days in richness. It is believed
that this mineral belt extends to Cassiar
and that the whole of the divide will be
found to be rich in gold.”

Phen ag to the railroa) and its pro-
posed connhections the Board of Traae
speaks as follows:

oIt ts o matter for congratulation to
find British capitalists interesting them-
~elves In transportation ente prise In
thizs province, as it affords some assur-
ance that the accounts of the great
natural resources of British Columbia
are gaining credit in established cen-
ters of finance. ‘The charter of the
Cassiar Central Railway has been ac-
yuired by such persouns. Although the
ratlway in this case will Lo short, prob-
1bly not more than 75 miles, an immense
area will be tributary t» it.  Fort
Wragel, which is open to deep-sea ves-
sels, willy in the meantime, be tl o west-
eru starting point; from theunce passen-
gers and freight will be taken on ‘he
rumpany’s steamers to Lelegraph creck,
Stickeen river, where the ralway will
begine, The first eastern terminus will
be at Dease lake.

It is proposed that the company’s
steamers run on this lake aad on the
Laird and Prances rivers, wributaries to
the Mackenzie river, which flows into
the Arctic ocean. A few portages only
will be necessary to control navigable
waters eatending over at least 1,000
miles. It is expected that preliminary
surveys will be made immediately, a1.d
that the railway will be completed be-
fore the close of 1899.”

CORRECT ENOUGH.

The Revelstoke Zerald in an article
that scathingly commeonts on the Orphan
Boy swindle, rightly remarks that re-
#retable thongh that affair is, it connot
be held responsible for tho general.lack

“has tosay-of claim jumping: The'fall-

“hits the unail on the head ' sharply
enough in the following summary of tho
situation in Bugland:

“All mining ventures are at preseut
in the vold u the English miarket, which
however does not prevent capital belng
fortheoming fur what they regard over
there as legitimate enterprises, with £1
or £5 shares and everything regular and
to suft the Eaglish taste. The little
venture o which woe are accustomed do
uot attract the public eyo over there,
In polut of fact an Bnghsh investor
would regard o propusition to f urchaso
a block of noun-assessable shares of the
face value of one dol'ar at 15 cents in
about the same hight as an invitstion to
sfv into the three-card game vith 2
couple of suspictous looking strangers in
a raflway carriage. They are not accus-
tomed to that kind of thing. and they
are a bit **sot” in their waysover there.”

THE FERN GOLD MINING AND
MILLING CO,, Ltd.

On the mines of this Company, which
owns the Fern, the Iurcka and the Hid-
den Treasure claims, near Ilall Creek in
the Nelson District, active development
work has been for some tlme proceeding
under the aungpices of an influ~ sial
directorate of Vancouver men, including
Mr. I C. Innes, President, Capt. Tatlow,
Vice-President, and Messrs. S, O. Rich-
ards and C. C. Beunett. Fifty men are
now at work on the mine and the whole
of the 100,000 «haies offered to the pub-
lic have been sold, to provide for devel-
ment work, there being & good demand
for bLlocks of stoek at 50 cents, The
vein is stated to be widening to six feet
and the stamp mill will early in Sep-
tember begin work on the ore which is
part free milling and part concentrating.
Carc will be taken by the ase of the
vanners to save the concentrates. The
mill was originally intended to be a 10-
stamp one, but its capacity is now to be
doubled, the stamps bewng 1000-pound
oncs. Ore is already being haulad to
the mill site along the Company’s tram-
way, which is some 3.000 feet in length.
Stoping and drift work has revealed the
greater width of the vein and proved
that at least 3u0 per cent. of the ore is
free, the remainder concentrating. ‘The
Company's capital is $200,000, divided
futo 8U0,000 shares of 25 cents. The
success of this free milling proposition
will mean much for the Nelson district,
hitherto chiefly noted for the rich silver
deposits of the Silver King and other
good mines, though gold-bearing ores
have at numerous points becn located,
not hitherto largely worked.

VERY LOWTONED.

‘Fhis is what the Spokane Chronicle

‘will folly take. that time to- make the

cations and a great loss of proporty
fnterest to tho holders of shares fn dif-
ferent companies. Just why there should
bo such great indignation against these
men who have relocated mines, the own-
ersof which neglected to pav tholiconse,
it Is difficult to seo. If the ownerof a
claim fails to do his assessmont work
withli, one year from the dato of record-
ing f{t, the claim is opon to anyone to
relocate it. Those mining companies
whose claims havo been jumped have
nobody but themselves to blame, and a
man would be a blooming chump who
allowed an opportunity to secure a valu-
able mining property to go by without
taking advantage of it.”

Such advice is Irankly lmmoral, but
it has one merit, belng bare faced and
uncloaked by hypocrisy. Happily gonu-
fne Western American miners take, as o
yule, a very different view of claim
jumping from that of tkis paper of Spo-
kane. We assert that to allow a claim
to be jumped by reason only of a slight
delay in the payment of a company's
license feo weore to punish o tardy
payer altogether unduly, and at the
same time encourage predatory claim
jumping, rascality which whenever it
oxists is a curse to a mining camp.

JOCDEN CACHE DEVELOPMENT.

Important deals are now on foot in
connection with the Golden Cache mines
and stock, an English syndicate having
qujetly purchased at $1.70, 10,000 shares
of Treasury stock in the Company, and,
ft i3 understood, sinte absorbed the
large Goodorbam holding in the under:
taking. The »sbject of the Syndicate,
which acted on the report of an export,
is evidently to ottain control, if possible,
at rates profitable to its members, of tho
bulk of the Golden Cache stock. The
English syndicate is alrcady well on the
way to share much of the control of the
Company, with tho largest single holder,
the Dominion Developing Company,
Limited. The movement is significant
and probably heralds a very considerable
future participation of British capital in
the development of the Lillooet frce
milling gold country. Indecd, this pro-
bability will become a certainty in the
event of the success of the Golden
Cache mines, on which the fortunes of
that region so largely depend.

WEST KOOTENAY SMELTING.

The C. P. R. will do what it can-to.en-
courage further smelting and regning in
West Kootenay, but anwet, as It is how
stated on good authority, do much in
the way of improving transit and reduc-
ing freight charges as regards the:Trafl’
district for at loast eighteen months. It




