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30 Ctas Per An, Pest-Patd:

,V‘Anuradhapinra, the. Buried
| City of Ceylon.

(By Rev San'n‘ 1 W. Hollend, DD., of Batti-
¢« ccottay Ceylon)

“The Ameri~~n Mission in Ceylon is working

. among the 'ramils in Jaffna, who are of the

same race as are . fourteen millions of the
people in Southern India. But the southern
and central portions of the island are popu-
lated by Sinhalese, who have a different
language and religion. In some of the jung-
. les in the interior there are some tribes of

‘wild people called Veddahs, who live by
hunting and wear little or no ciothing. They
are suprosed by many to be the aborigines.
The Sinhalese came from somewhere near
the Ganges in 543 B.C. Their name means
the lioh race, from sinha,, lion. " They are

supposed to have intermarried more or less .

wilh the aliorigines, whom, however, they
call demons. - Their capital was made in the
Lcily of ‘Anuradhapura, in the noth central
part of the island. :

shaped. There are many of these dagobas
in this: city. . One of the largest i3 called
Runaweli, or Golden Dust. It was begun.in
161 B.C., and was originally 270 feet high,
and contained many costly offerings and
1elics.
tory over the Tamil invaders. - For many
centuries the city lay desolate, and these
dagolias, originally white and glittering, be-
came covered with shrubs and trees. Some-
what recently. the Buddhists have attempted
to repair and restore them. This one is now
189 feat high. The wall is' not very strongly
built, and a few weeks ago a portion of it
was washed' down by heavy rains. . The
‘bricks of which the dagoba is composed are
largely decompasod by -esposure.  Around
the base- Was a circle of brick elephants,
There are four. large statues of the king and
others, omce covered with gilt, and there
was said to be an underground passage to
the room in the centre. The holes in the
wall are left by the masons for scaffolding.

The Abhayagiriva Dagoba, or mouniain of

e
25

E

T

o
’-‘?""“-'. 3

=
/-"_

e

20N o5 /l/ /
’, ; Al[ﬂmrﬁ.ﬂ?u T Iﬁﬂﬂﬂf

doage - liis, e

}”/ //,

'/ 4 ""}
’M %f
lJ. .« /'//;/af

. ’ ./c,
murumk:pa flol, fxf’_»f. 7
i

THE DAGOBA OF RUANWELI, CEY LON

In the second century B.C., Buddhism wzhs
either introduced or revived by a noted mis-
sionary from Northern India.
and her companicns wished to be initiated
into the mysteries of this religion, and fom
this purpose the sister of the missionary was

sent for. When she came she brought a
branch of the sacred Bo tree, under which
Gautama -sat on the day that he attained o
Buddhahood, This was in the year 245 B.C.
The story of this tree-has been handed down
by 2 continuous scries of aulhemtic chronl-

. cles. - It has been carcfully tended, and there
is no doubt that {his is the oldest historical
tree in the world. Three terraces have bezn
Built avound it, so that only the. branches
are now above ground. . Other trees of the
same kind are growing near, but its leaves
are easily distinguishable, being more oval.

It is the ficus religiosa, a kind of banyan,
but without root from the branches, and is
held sacred by the Hindus also. Thousands

_ of Buddhists come here to worship it in the

months of June and July.

. Not far from this tree are the dagobas.

" The oldest of these was built in 307°B.C., to
‘;enshrme the rlght colln.r-bone of Buddha.
It is sixty-three feet in height, and bell-

The queen.

safety, is the largest of them all hwlng been

405 feot in height, and 357 feet in diameter.

This was five sixths of the height of the

great pyramid of Egpyt. ' The Chineze tra-

veller, F'a Hien, who visited this cily about .

412 A.D., and gave & full account of all, says
that this ‘dagoba was 400 cubits high, and

adorned with gold and silver and prezious .

stones, and that there were 5,000 monks in
its monastery. Certainly there are very ex-
tensive remains of monasteries and chapels
eround it. The present height is 251 feet.

-As it was fast falling into decay, the govern-

ment undevtoolc its repair, restoring the an-
cient form as much as possible. It is said

to have beem begum in 89 B.C., by the then’

reigning king, in gratitude for the recovery
of his throne after a war with the Tamils,
Some think that in those times Anuradha-
pura was the largest city in the world.

Its ruins cover many miles, and its mag-

- pificonce must have been very great. Its

prosperity depemnded entirely upon a system
of irrigation works, the most extensive ever
known. The invaders destrcyed these ulti-

mately, and.the country was ruined and-

speedily became jungle. Some of these arti-
ficial lakes have been restored, but it will

It was built to commemorate a vic-.

_the, steamer.

Dbottomless crannies,

take generations bofore tho malarial fevers .

are conquered. The country is being gradu-
ally brought under cultivatiom, and the rail-
way now being decided upon will hasten. tha
process. There are oiher remarkable buried
cities in Ceylon, but this isthe most notwe'
able—Missionary Herald.”

The Invisible Things.

(By Rev. Hugh Price Hughes.)

- There are thoze whose cyes are not-yet
open to the invisible things of the Spirit,
which are the omly real things. The mea-
zure of faith is not yet givay them, and they
do nnt regognize the web — the only web
which will last when the loom of. the world
is broken—the web of which the warp is the

“will of God, and the wool the prayers of

men., For these, to spealk o'f the whole as
answered prayer is as gool as to say that
no prayer is answered at all.. If they are
to recognize an answer, it must be some tiny
pattern, a sprig of flower, or an ammonite
figure on the fabric.

Last summer I was in Norway, and one
of the party was a lady who was too delicate

to attempt great mouniain excursioms, but

found an infinite compensntion in rowing
along.those fringed shores of the fjord,. and

.exploring those’ interminatle brakes, which
_escapo the notice of the trivellers on board . .-
One day-wo. haa:l followed a
“parrow’ med which winds Iato the- folds of."

the mountains, to its hedd, There we had
landed, and pus shed our way through the
brush of birch and alder; lost in the mimic
glades, emerging to climb miniature moun-
tains, and fording innumenble small rivers,
Which"rushed down from the perpetynl
snows. Moving slowly over the ground—
veritable explorers of a virgin forest—pluck-
ing the ruby bunches of wild raspberry, or
the bilberries and whortleberries, delica’e
in bloom, we made a devimus track, which
it was hard or impossible {o retrace, Sud-
denly my compamion found that hor golosh
was gone. That might sesxm a slight loss,
and easily replaced; not al all. It was as
vital to her as the snowsho=s {0 Nangen on
the polar drift; for it coull not be rcplaced
undil we were back in Bergen at the end of
our tour. And to be witlout it meant an
end to all the delightful rambles in the
spongy mosses and across the lilipudian

. streams, which, for one, at least, meant half

the charm and the benefit of the hoiiday.
With the utmost diligencs, therefore, we
searched the brake, reiraced our steps, re-
called each precipitous descemt of heather-
covered rock, and every sapling of silver
birch by which we had stradied our steps.
We plunged doep into all the apparemily
and beat the brush-
wood alomg our course, DBut neither the
owner's eyes, which were as kcen as noedles,
nor.mine, which are not, could discover any
sign of the missing shoe. With woeful coun-
tenances we had to give it up, and start on
our three miles’ row along the fjord to the
hotel. But in the afternoon the idea came
to me, ‘And why not ask our gracious Father

for guidance in this trifle, as well as for all

the weightier things we are constantly com-
mitling to his care? If thehairs of our head
are all numbered, why not aiso the shoes of
our feet?” I therefore asked him that we
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