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THE CATHOLIC.

The Heavens shall be nusty with dew. The dew
of Heaven, sofiening aud  festibizing the dry and
barreusoil; is an cinblem of divine grace, produc-
my similar effects on the minds of tho faithful.

Yerse, 29.  Blessed art thow, O Isracl, who 13
1.lic tothee, O people! thow art saved by the Lord,
the shield of thy help, and the sword of thy glory:

Blessed is that Church, which the Redeemer hes
wunded; where salvation is from the Lord, who
yrotects her; and whose word is her glorious and
consuering weapon,

Z'hy enemies shall deny thee:
trample wpon their necks.

On the necks of how many, who have denied her,
has she already trampled? Wlio can name all the
protesters against her, whom she has troddendown.
‘I'hcy have all vanished, and others have appeared;

sver whom also she is here foretold to prevail.
The end of Deuteronomy.

1 sE BOOK OF JOSHUA,

The following names. Joshua, Osce, Josepl and
Jesus, have altin Hebrew the same incaning; and
signify the Saviowr.

Chapter 3,—Verse 11. Behold the ark of the

rovenant of the Lord of all the earth shall go before
youw into the Jordan.

The priesthondcarryiug the ark, go before, and
guide the people into the land of promise—~This

and thow shalt

Jiews in the realization of the figure that the peo-;

ylc are tobe guided by the priesthood.

Verse 17.  And the priests, who carried the ark
of the covenant of the Lord steod girded uwpon the
dry ground in the midst ofthe Jordan; and all the

people passed over throwgh the channel that was fil-

Redup,

"The passage of the people through the Jordan,
w:th Joshua at their head; represents the passage
of the faithfut into heaven, with Jesus at their head;
through the waters of bubtism: he having impart-
v by his baptism in the Jordan, the sanctifying
virtue to the water, applied, in obedience to his
command, to the faithful, in thename of the adora-
ble trinity, as the sign of the internal cleansing
grace of his holy spirit.  Fhen are we born again,
as he himself expresses it, of water and the Foly
Chost; and fitted to cnter the kingdom of God,
the true land of promise. John, 8, x. The priests
rundin girded in the midst of the Jordun, till all

ihe proplehad passed over. They are at their post, |

70 baptize all who enter the true Jand of promise.
o, says the Saviour, andteach all nations, babtiz-
ANg them in the name af the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, $e.

To becontinued.
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SELECTED,

HUSENBETH’S DEFENCE OF THE CATHOLIC

CHURCH,
. Conti
Mr. White tells us thathe does “no?nbte“lli?;'e

that virginity, by its own intrinsi i
without referg'nceyto some virtio?x:mp:\x1 cn:é %xnh‘i
vglue in-the eyes of God.” Buthe §s well' aware
that the virginity recommended and practiced in
%Cntbohc Church, has referrence tomany virty-
Dutpases; such aB being more freo fo serve

God and our neighbour, being better able, by this
Iconstant check upon our inclinations, to gain that
Imastery over ourselves, which is so nccessary in
ltorder to keep in sub{eclion all our rebellious pass-
llions. e asks if celibacy and virginity are not
‘described imehe New Testament as peculiar and
'uncommon gifts? Certainly they are; and when
“did Catholics say that thoy are not!  QOur Redeem-
‘er himself has said that ¢‘all men receivo not this
iword, but they to whom it is given.”” (St. Matt.
ixix, 10, 11,12,) Buthe also added, “*he that can
;rcccivc it, let him reccive it;” and this is all we
,contend for.  'Wo contend that it is good and com-
'|mondnble, for altthose who feel that “they can
)rccci\'c it,’, that they can live better in that state,
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and thus become more detached frum the things of
this world, and *‘carc more for the things of the
Lord.” Mr. White asks if our Saviour and his
| Apostles did not warn and caution us about it, as
;often as they alluded to it? Yes; because they knew,
"whal we never thought of denying, thut it is a state
jof greater perfection and difliculty, and therelore
!- it was necessary to caution people not to enter up-
" on it without mature deliberation, an# ofler engag-
Iliui,'in it, tobe doubly vigilant to persevero fuitg-
fully inour engagements to the end, The Catholic
I! Church has uniformly repeated the same warn-
ings.
Il Dr. White abjectsto the tyranuy, as he considers
'1it, of perpetual vows.  Butif virgivity is good, and
| for those who can receive it, better than marriage,
as St. Paul distinctly says why not be permitted
to make a vow of remaining in this betterand more
perfect state? 1€ Mr. Whito would have such vows
to beonly fora time, and not for life; we reply
| that vows are necessary to fix the incontancy nat-
ural to human nature, and to givemore merit to
good works: and they are best when perpetual; be-
| cause religiot$ women, who have an intention, at
the expiration of their temporary engagemeut, of]
{ returning to the world, and settling in it, have other
idcas than those of devoting themaelves to the dut-
ies of chatity and religion. As to the early age at
which Mr. White cemplains that youths and vir-
ins are ““allured by the church of Rome to bind
g:cmselves with perpetual vows;> we maiutain that
the age is mature enough for them tobe fully aware
of what they are capabﬁe, and to what they “engage
themselves: besides, the timoe of their probation
and noviceship, before theygmake any engage-
ment, islong enough for them to kuow by expe-
rience, the obligetions, pains and difficulties of a
religious life and a slate of continency., The
Church takes every precaution {o prevent any for-
ced vowsor professions. A novice is always
strictly cxamined, and obliged to declare upon
oath, if shewas forced orallured to enter a convent,
and it is ascertained if she knows the extent of the
obligationsshe takes upon herself by her vows.
Ifitis aflerwards proved that there wasany compul-
sion, hex vows are declared null and void.  But,
says, Mr. White, the nunneries are large ‘houscs,
with high walls like prisons; having shall windows
at a great distance from the ground, and guarded
by strong and close iron bars, bristled over with
lopg spikes.” ‘This is of course to raise horror
and sentimentality, and make people belicve that
the inmates of these convents are prisoners for-
: cihtlg incarcerated. Buthow far isthis from the
truth!  Bars, and spikes and high walls, arenot so
much to hihder the nuns from gelting out; asto
hinder young libertines from getlingin; to pro-
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tect the religious from insult; and particularly to
securs thewr reputation from the calumnies of the
wickedy I¥such means were necessary for pre-

venting the inmates from cscaping, we should find
them every where employed for thatpurpese; but
we could point out most regular and exemplary
communities where they are not to be found;and
Mr. White advances, what we defy him to prove,
thxt in-nunnerlesin England, “mapy feel at present
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uvhappy.”’ He can know litlle about convenls
here; und it is unworthy of an honourable man to.
castupon them such sweeping and groundless im-
putations.

But If he cannot prove nuns unbappy in this
country, he is determined they shall be elsewhere,
and therefore be straves to illustrate his positions by
three afferting histories of nuns; of whom two were
Lis own sisters, and the othera young lady known
to him, whese name was Maria Francisca Bar
reiro.  Far be it from the writer of theso pages to
withhold sincere sympathy for the loss Mr., White
has sustained in histwo aisters, holy and virtuous as
they undoubtedly were. But, fiat justitia! the
world is notto be told, with so little proot, that
these young ladies were brought carly to the grave
by a conventual life.  Of the first, he says, “air,
amusement and excrcise might have saved her,”?
They might, but then they also might not: and she
could have enjoyed all these freely in the enclos-
ure: for convents always have gardens for air and
amusement attached to them,” and we are sory
sure that the carcand  tender solicitude of nuas,
for their sick, is posilively not equalled by that
of any relatives or description of persons on carth.
The other sister embraced, it appears, a severe
rule; but she had sufficient timc to consider beés
fore she took the step; she kad at least a twelve-
month aftor she assumed the habit, to try all the
rigours of the rule, before she mado her vows at.
her profession.  If she acted afterall imprudently.
she alone was {o blame, and not the institute which
she embraced. 'We feel deeply for the anguish.
which the death of these angcﬁc beings must have
inflicted on their brother; but we cannot content-
edly suffer that private feelings and individual mis~
fortunes should be brought forth as coudemna‘txo\'y
of asystem, sirctioned by the wisdom of so many
centuries.  Asto {be marrative of Maria Francisca
which isrepcated in Lolh Mr. White’s books, in
the same words, we Lave to observe, first, thatit
appears from Mr. While’s own account, that this
la dy wag disliked and ill-used by ket mother;
and, rather than live with hier, she caine to theim-
pious Yesolution of “‘risking the salvation of her
soul;”’ and so entered a convent, evidently without
a proper vocalion to such a lifes Any ond 1biat
acte thug, issure to be unhappy ina convent, and
descrves to Ve so. Sccon&ly, that she three years
after made herescape from the convent, and ap-
peared quite in despair, soying to Nr. White
there is no hope for me!  Who can wonder at this®
She entered a convent feeling that she was not
called to a conventual life; she took solermn vows,,
which she felt she was not called upon to take;
and if she aflerwards broke these vows, and for~
sook the convent, she may casily have bordered
on despair; but who was to blame? Certainly not
the convent, but_herself. Thirdly, that being obli-
ged to return to her cowvent, her friends endeavore
ed to prove the nullity of her profession, butfailedy
“‘because,’” says Mr. White, “the laws of Trent
were positive.”” But how is the conventual sys-
tem to be blamed here? She was not forced in
the firstinstance to make those vows; she made
them of her own accord, resoved even fo “‘risk
her salvation” by makipg them. Thus the law of
the Council, which provides for,the nullity of pro-
fession in cases where the nuo has been compell-
ed where wholly inapplicable here. She had acfed
impiously, and was now {oabide by the consequ-
ences of her impiety; and though she certainly
deserved pity, that pity should lead no onefd
forget the {u.f,ﬁce of exoneraling religion from any
blame in the transaction. . .

Mr. White, entirély passihg’over the sound
reason and manifest advautages which recommend
that priesis should lead a single life, is wholly
bent upou-the gross and perverse idea, that'where
martiage isnot tyerferrc a vicious course of Jife
myst inevitably follow. How insultng is suchin



