
CURRENT TOPIOS AND EVENTS.

HINTS TO PERSONS ABOUT TO
TRAVEL.

Year by year the'nuruber of Cana-
dian visitors to the old historic lands
of Europe increases. We have been
repeatedly asked to give such the
benefit of our experience. We have
pleasure, in response, in giving a fewv
practical hints which may be of ser-
vice to intending tourists.

In the first place, ive would say.
Form a definite idea of where you

-want to go,-form your plan, and
keep to it. You wili accomplish
more, 'with greater con-fort, by carry-
ing out a pre-arranged programme,
than by the happy-go-lucky way of
deciding on your route as you go
along, or being diverted by wbhim or
caprice from your plan. This, of
course, frequires thought, and the
study of maps and guide-books, but
every hour thus gi,'ven brings its ful
reward.

A wvord as to guide-books. It is
poor economy to try to do without
them. Many a one spends from
five hundred to one thousand dollars
in travel, whe grudges five or ten
dollars for guide-books. A good
guide-book, ivell studied, ivill double
the enjoyment and profit, and will
Save manty times its co.t. By far
the test are Baedeker's. There are
separate ones for London, Paris,
Northern, Central, and Southern
Italy (one for each), Sivitzerland
Holland and Belgium, the Rhi.ne,
Northern and Southern Germany,
Egypt, Palestine, and Syria. They
cost about $i.So ecd, e:ccept t.he
last two, wvhich cost $4 and $5 re-
spectively. Ther are convenient
pocket manuals, abounidir-g in route-
mýaps, plans of cities, picture gaile-
ries, etc., and give just the informa-
tion a traveller wvants,-hotel rates,
railwvay and steaniboat rares, cab,
omnibus, street car, and gondola
tariff; how much 10 give.porters and
local custodians, guides, etc.; be-
sides, of course, historical and art
infor-mation and ciiticism. They

tell you, even, which side or the
railway car to, sit to enjoy the view,
and %vhat pictures to study. We
carried nine of them, and. as soon-
as we were done with them sent
them home by mail. Theï? forin a
permanent library of reference.
With these one can enter a strange
city and find bis hote!, and visit
every object of interest without any
trouble. In one railway carrnage
ive have seen Baedeker's in three or
four differen:t larnguages, in use.
They are constantly being revised,
an-l tic only inistake wc discovereci
was the following: As we entered
Rotterdamn, a gentleman asked, wbat
hotel wve werc goin g to. We told
him, and hie asked permission to
accompany us. We had no ii;ftedi-
mventa, having left our lu-gage at
Brussels, and set out, map :n hand,
to flnd thc bote], but on arriving at
the place apparenr.iy siowvn on the
plan, sawv no sign of it. Strolling
down the quay a few hundred yards,
we came across it. Il Has this
hotel been removcd,» we asked ;
"I o-, is it that Baedeker shows it
just by thc bridge?"> IlThe hotel
bas not been moved,» was the an-
swerl, "1but tuie bridge lias." The
next edition, however, wvould- prob-
ably have the mistake corrected.

If Baedeker is too bulky, Murray
is stili more so, and Harper's guide-
book is too clumsy-a big, bulky
book. For a small book, Osgood>s
Il Knapsack Guide» is decidedly thc
best, price $2. Coùk's Tourists'
Guide, price $i, is of little use. For
England and Scotland, Blaick's
Guide is the best, aithougi Shaw'-s>
smnaller and cheaper guide, is also
very good. Guide-books should be
studicd at home, or oc shiplhoard,
and the things you warn'. to sec
nîarked. If you leave it tfi you
are on the spot, you wvill be hurried
ai il confusccd. Vh saw a Couple of
Englisi girls on the tù,) of a dili-

gecin one of the Nvifdest passes
of the Alps> desperately conning


