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thing around themn, even in the real existence of the inaterial
world; aij finally this absurdity cuhninates in the disbelief of
their own e.xistence. "Thus professing theinselves to be wise
they become. fools."ý

The apost7?-s founid ail these, errors prevailiiig in thieir day,
and they had to encounter thein in their ministry, quite as mnuch
as we have in the present day. They make frequent allusions to
these noxious delusions. There were scepties in the Jewish
Ghurch, who denied the resurrection, and the existence of angel'or
spirit. -In Greece the Epicureaus and the Stoics encountereci Paul
asking, IlWhat will this babbler say '?" And everywhere the
G4ospel messengers hall to encounter the Gnostics or sorte. Other
teachers of error. Truth was in continuai conffict, with false
opinions; and even within the Charches themselves I en arose
speaking perverse thýngs. Hence those frequent admonitionc to
hold fast the forni of sound words ; and hence the special instruc-
-tion to Timothy, Titus, and Christian teàchers generally to beware
,of false doctrine, and to abide by the Scriptures as the oracles of
Ood and the only standard of truth.

What, thein,isaur duty? Shall-we substitute these theories
for the Gospel ? That would be to degrade our reason, by
discarding the evidence of moral demonstration for mere specula-
tion!1 Shail we so modify our theology as to niake it conform.
to the opinion of some modern sciei-,tists? That 'would be, W
wrest the Scriptnres and corrupt the Gospel as did the Gnostics,
the Manichoeans of old! 1 early ail th-,e errors which degraded and
,enfeebled Christianity after apostolie tumes, arose from. attempts
to make the Gospel quadrate with the philosophies of the day, and
which have since, one after another, passed away. The-experience
of the ancient Ohuxch is loudly admonitory to the Churcl in the
n.nteenth century. It gives eniphasis to the apostolic admoni-

tion, "Bleware lest any nman spoil you through philosophy and
vain deceit, after the traditions of muen, after the rudimentS

(fo:u elements) of the -world, ani not after Christ." The
Gosp el was foolishness Wo philosophert; of Greece and Rome iu
apostolie tumes; no wonder if it is so Wo the speenlators of the
preâent day. It is a thing to be, expected. BSut our duty .,-
plain. We ninat buy the truth and sel it not. We must, ask for
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