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Lo express unhesitatingI', iny views on
.the condition and 'prospects of tliis
ijite in tis Dominion.

rom a carefu1 survey and accurate
exainination made of the records of
the subordinate councils in this juris-
diction, I cannot Bay there is mucli
room for ioud congratulations. A few
'of tle councils are stili active and
prosperous, but I regret to say some
are in a state of torpor wvhich NvilI1 re-
quire energetic action on the part of
,My successoyr to awake to renewed
life and vigor. llowever, I have no
fear for the future of the Rite in this
Dominion, if but ordinary care be
taken in the working of the degrees.
-Other orders of Masonry are taking al
legitimate means to stimulate the
inembership to increased. zeal in the
ceremionies pertaining to the working
of the various degrees. Appropriate
Taraphernalia, authorized rituais, ac-
cîurate wvork, energetie, and painstali-
ing officers, are procured and sought
after.

Let the most beautiful and the most
niecessary of ail the higher degrees as
au adjunot to Royal Arch Masonry
parsme the saine course. I trust our
Councils will awake froi their lethar-

.gy, organize, make proper rettuus at
the proper Mine, -and pay their dues
puinctually to this Grand <Jouncil. It
requires some energy on the part of
those Coînpailions where our Councils
are located, and wvho prefer to control
.them, to set the machinery in motion.
The resuit will amply repay thein.

Tie causes of this inactivity (with-
ont depreciating any of the higlier or-
ders of the great body of AMasonry, es-
peciaily those which are organized as
legitirnate offspring of the parent
-stock), truth compels me to state that
1 attribute want of progress in this
Order to the divided. interests inl s0
xnany rites, which, instead of being a
benefit, are in reality a burden to the
Membership. The oldler degrees,
which for a turne were interesting, be-
came less so, when gorgeous fui-niture,
handsome unmiforms, higli-sounding
tities are so easily obtained.

But Cryptie Masonry, if properly
Iunderstood and appreciated. in ail that
true Masonry consists of, is second to
none. Its rituai has no peer in our
language; its work, if studied, is per-
fection ; and Royal Arcli Masonry is
not compiete without the degrees we
confer. A great cause of the declen-
sion of interest, in the Cryptic Rite is
the difficulty to procure a proper uni-
form ritual for the use of our Councils.
Officers have iooked upon this wvant as
an insuperable difficulty. Their term.
of office expires without work haviug
been done, because they are not in
possession of the proper wor«k. Ano-
ther reason is that ou- Inspectors-
Genieral do not visit the Councils in
their various jurisdictions, and do not
urge the necessity of renewed activity.
If the vîsiting of Councils was proper-
ly performed, many Councils whicb
to-day are careless and indifferent
wouid be vigorous and healthy.

ANOTHER CAUSE.

Many Nvho take ofi.ce in our Council
are so burdened with office in other
bodies that littie turne is left, and lit-
tie attention given to Council wvork.
It is not an unusuai occurrence in
some Councils for the Thrice Illustri-
ous Master to be the W. M. of a Blue
Ladge, the First Principal of a Chap-
ter, and the Tbrice Illustrions Master
of a Coi.mcil. This state of affairs
wiil not properly conduce to the suc-
cess of any of these bodies.

THE RE11EDY.

The first remedy I would. offer as a
uggestion is the sinppiying of au au-

thorized rituai to ail Couincils, so that
the presiding officer may be in a posi-
bion to train bis officers properly, thus
,)roviding uniform work, that each
)fficer may appear before lis Couneil
riithout fear or hesitancy. I would
idso suggest that Councils procure
?roper paraphernalia (which is not ex-
?ensive) for the working of the de-
-rrees, making them at once attractive
imd instructive; also, that ail Royal
A.rch Masons who are memnbers, of this
Rite impress upon their Companions
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