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A Brother died while under suBpen- dispensing po'wer 'which jg claimed as
sien for non-payment of dues. The the inherent prerogative of a Grandl
Worshipful Master of his Loage tele- Master (I inean beyond those cases
girahed me that before his death his where dispensation is expressly -per-
atrears were offered, but the Lodge xnitted. in the Constitution), should be
coula not meet in time te restore 3xercised, if indeed at ail, 'with the
him, under the circumetances, and at utmest prudence ana caution, and.
the request of the Weorshipfnl Mas4er, these safeguards should he extended.
igranteda Pdispensation that the de- to those cases cf dispensation ex-
céased Brother might lie accorded a pressly provided for. How can a
Masonic burial. Grand Master enforce proceedings

I feit compelled, in a case -where a against a Brother for. hreach of Ma-
Brother had died while under suspen- sonie iRule, when he himself, thougli
ien for non-payment cf dues, to re- shieIdedl perhaps by the unwritten
fuse a dispensation, there being ne law of prorogative, dis-penses with the
oxistibg reasons te cali forth the exer- law laid down by the assembled wis-
cise cf my prorogative, snd I couldd dom cf hie Brethren and fellews, and.
mot allow personal considerations te creates for temporary purposes au-
prevail. other. .Better, 1 believe, that-a single

On more than ene occasion I have case cf inconvenience should be suf-
been called on te grant a diepensatien fered than that a positive violation cf
ÎD iDitiate a candidate eut cf the juris- the Constitution by the exercise of the
diction cf the Lodge where hoe resides. unprovided for dispensing power lie
l'have in every case, in addition te allowed. I say inconvemience, lie-
the goed reasons for asking the ex- cause from the judicions; care evinced
ercise cf my powers being shown, re- by the Grand. Lodge ini their writteu
quired the consent cf that Lodge. lawe, a case cf hardship can hardly
Our Constitution confirins the inher- ever eccur te require the u.nwritten
ent rigît cf every Lodge te initiate dispensing power cf the Grand
residents withiu its jurisdiction, but Master. While Lie only pute in use
elowÈ the Grand Master a dispeusing bis constitutional powers and dees
power, and though I weuld net liinit net attempt the exercise cf lis un-
tbAt higI prerogative, yet 1 feel that written prorogative in lis gevernment
power 8hould not lie exercised te LIte cf tIe cràft, their allegiance te hlm
poÈsible detriment of the Lodge with- will neyer lie strained or, jeopardized.
out the opportunity being given cof 1Application was made te me fer
expressing their consent or reasen- ' permis3sion for certain .Brethreu tc,
aàble dissent. In two instances 1I attend as Masons the- funeral of a
*have refused te shorten the month's Brother wbo desired to lie buried. ac-
term which our Constitution réquires cording te the Ritual cf a non-Ma-
as requisite te intervene between the sonie Society, te which lie belongedl.
conferring the degrees. While on-the I hlad that the Bretlren should net.
Emibject of dispensations, I feel bond appear as a Lodge, or cletled as, Ma-
te remark, that se long as iMasons sons on fanerai occasions, uniese the.
are required te, lock te the Constitu- 1buriai rites were perfornied under the-
tion for their governauce, the Dower 1 exclusive control cf the Lodge, and
,of dispensation shonld be most7 care- 1 according te tIe procedure laid. do.9 m
fully used. The parameunt .duty cf in the Bock cf Consitution,whc
the; Grand ma ster je net cnly te en- only shlows the addition cf the
force the encient charges and regula- fanerai services cf tibc dard to
tiôns, the Constitutions, the statutes. which the deceased belonged. Thie,
tules, resolutions and ceremenies rf ri&gîts and privileges .of thecLu~rdh. or
te Grand Lodge, but te observe anad the iminister in performing tIe burial
obey tlem himseif; and certainly the services are te be interfered. with, but


