Sufferings of Bro. Jokn Coustos for Freemasonry. <13

been arrested and imprisoned solely on account of his conzection with the forbidden
Institution.

The result of this conference was that Coustos was conveyed to a proper dun-
geon, and kept there in close confinement sor several weeks, during which period he
was taken three times bofore the Inquisitors. In the first of these examinations,
tkay aguin introduced the subject of Freemasonry, and declared that if the Institu-
tion was as virtuous as their prisoner contended that it was, thers was no oocasion
for concealing so industriously the secrets of it. Ooustos did not reply to this
objection to the Inquisitorial satiafaction, and he was remanded back to his dungeon,
where a fow days after he fell sicl.

After his recovery ho was again taken before the Inquisitors, who asked him
soveral new questions with regnrd to the tenets of Freemgsonry—among others,
whether he, since his abode in Lisbon, had received any Portuguese into the society ?
He replied he had not. :

When he was next brought before them, ‘¢ they insisted,” he sayas ‘ upon my
letting them into the aecrets of Freemasonry; threatening me in case I did not com. -
ply.” But Coustos firmly and fearlessly refused to violate his obligations.

After several other interviews, in which the effort was unavailingly made to
-extort from him & renunciation of Masonry, he was subjected to the torture of which
he gives the following account:—

*t T was instantly conveyed to the torture room, built in the form of a square
tower, where no light appeared but what two candles gave, and to prevent the dread-
ful cries and shocking groans of the unhapry viotims from reaching the ears of the
other prisoners, the daors are lined with a sort of quilt.

‘“ The reade. will naturally suppose that I must be seized with horror, when,
at my entering this infernal place, I saw myself on a sudden surrounded by aix
wretches, who, after preparing the torture, stripped me naked (all to linen drawers),
when, laying me on my back, they began to lay hold of every part of my body.
First, they put round my neck aa iron collar, which was fastened to the scaffold;
they then fixed a ring to each foot; and this being done, they stretched my limbs
with all their might. They next wound two ropes around each arm, and two around
-each thigh, which ropes passed under the scaffsld, through holes made for that
purposs, and were all drawn tight at the same time, by four men, upon a signal made
for that purpose.

¢ The reader will believe that my pains must be intolerable, when I solemnly
declare that these ropes, which were of the size of one’s little finger, pierced through
the flesh quite to the bone, making the blood gush out at eight different places that
were thus bound. As I persisted in refusing to discover any more than what has
been seen in the interrogatories above, the ropes were thus drawn together four dif-
ferent times. At my side stood a physician and surgeon, who often felt my temples,
to judge of the danger 1 might be in—by whick means my tortures were suspended
at intervals, that I imight have an opportunity of recovering myself & little.

¢ Whilst I was thus suffering, they were so barbarously unjust as to declare
that, were I to die under the torture, I should be guilty, by my obstinacy, of gelf-
murder. In fine, the last time the ropes were drawn tight, I grew so sxceedingly
wealk, occasionad by the blood’s circulation being stopped, and the pains I endured,
that I fainted quite away; insomuch that I was carried back to my dungeon without
perceiving it.

¢ These barbarians, finding that the tortures abovedescribed could not extort any
further discovery from me, but that, thé more they made me suffer, the move fer-
vently I addressed my supplications, for patience, to Heaven; they wers so inhuman,
six weeks after, as to expose me to another kind of torture, more grievous, if pos-
sible, than the former, They made me stretch my arms in such a manner that the
paims of my hands were turned outward; then, by the help of a rope that fastened
them together at the wrist, they drew them gently nearer to one another behind, in
Jsuch & manner that the back of each hand touched, and stood exactly parallel one to
-auother; whereby both my shoulders were dislocated, and a considerable quantity of
bleod issued from my mouth. This torture was repested thrice, after which I was
again-taker to my dungeon, and put; into the hands of physicians and surgeons, who,
-in setting my bones, put me to exquisite pair.

*¢ Two months after, being a listle recovered, I was again conveyed to the tors



