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bers will be gathered into the fold. lin the
southern part of the diocese manly of the stock-
mien are Churchmnen.

2. In Burnia also, wlere the Society main-
tains twenty-onîe mîissionaries, the diversity of
races and languages is very striking, and it
adds iimensely to the difficulty of carrying on
Mission vork.

For exaiple, one evening this year Bishop
Strachan, of Rangoon, Ield a confirmation in
the S.P.G Church, Mandalay, at which the
candidates belonged to the following races : -
Burmese, Shan, Monipuri, Chinese, Tamil,
Malavali, Eurasian. Indo-Burnese, and J
Armienio-Buriese.

The countries lere referred to are almost as
far apart as the poles. In Northwest Canada
the winters are, mndeed, nearlv as cold as on
" Greenland's icy imountains," and in Burna
the heat, thouglh not so severe as in miany parts
of I ndia, l is suiliciently prostrating to disin-
cline one to do scarcelv anything more than to
esist."

But widely as die countries may differ in
regard to climate and race, tiere is iiiucli to
unite them. The Society's constitution is suf-
ficiently comprehensive to embrace both in its
operations,and lappily in each there is a 'visible
Churcli of Christ," that is "l a congregation of
faithiful nien, in which the pure Word of God is
preaclied," and the Sacraments are "l duly min-
istered according to Christ's ordinance in all
those things that of necessity are requisite to
the same.

The work, too, unites the workers, but in
this case there is a further connection, inas-
mucli as the two Bishops--Bishop Pinkham
and Bishop Strachan-were both students of
St. Augustine's College, Canterbury, and mis-
sionarics of the Societv.

Eaclh lias his peculiar trials and diffliculties,
and each needs increased support, and those 1
wlo help the Society will be lelping their
dioceses and fiftv-three others, and ths be
h. Iping the Church to nake disciple- of all
nations."-- Gospelissinry.

WORSHIP OF BI-IUTS OR FAIRIES.

(W3 the Rev. W. O'Coiilr. ot ithe Chhota Nagpur l in

F the people whoi one neets in the
villages, tle great majority are Kols

' -simple unsophisticated aborigines,
\ whose conceptions of religion are very

~ primitive. The local bhu/is or fairies
are practically the sole objects of their worship,
although, on enquiry, I always have found that
they are ready to acknowledge the existence of
One Supreimie Being, the Lord of Spirits as weil
as of mien. The bhu/s are supposed to be more

* Se the stihi " Article of Rcligion "* in the Book of Common
Praycr.

or less spiteful, and worslip is paid to themîî,
not fromt love, but from fear.

'lie dread of these bhu/s is not, lowever,
confined to the aborigines. It is wvell knîown
that the conparatively pure religion of the
Aryans lias been corrupted by comîbination with
the grosser foris of wvorshlip whiclh tleîy fouund

vhieni they came into In îdia. One cani the more
readily understand liow this lias taken place
when it is seel how Hiinduis, Who would dis-
dain to worship a wayside bhu/, are yet careful
at iliglt to avoid anîy place supposed to he
lauinted by those spirits.

In Pitloria the mîajority of the inhiabitants
are H-indus. There are very few aborigines.
It may perhiaps be rcieiibered that we have
taken possession of soie old buildings there,
whiclh lad been deserted for a long tinie. Tîe
Hindus of the place firily believed thiat these
liouses were launted. Vhîen mv friend, the
Rev. A. Dhan (a native pastor), aid his famîîily
took up tieir abode in one of the launted
liouses, there was great surprise ait their ten-
erity. But when Paulus, a youing widower,
wlo went to begin work as a schoolnaster,
and occupied alone the ground floor of anothier
of the buildings, their astonislhmîîent knew no
bounds. Thev said to himî :'" I t was strange
enîougl for tlepadr/ to coine and live in a place
which none of us dared to pass at niglht ; lie,
lowever, lad lis wife and children with hii;
but you are quite aloie, are you not afraid ?"

Paulus replied : " Wlat is tiere to be afraid
of? B2hu/s have no pow'er over Christians.
Our MJaster is Lord of all the evil spirits, and
of Satan liiself. If I fear aiything, I pray
or sing a liymn, and then all my fears vanisli."

After a while they begai to tell iim: We
used to sec the fairies dancing in tliese liouses,
but since you Christians have comte, they have
all gole to the hills and the forest. Yes, we
know that evil spirits have no power to hurt
Christians."

This is the general belief anong the leathen
of this district--that the bhuts have power over
their worshippers, but not over the followers of
Christ. They will tell you this of their owii
accord, and the Kols will admit that it would
be much wiser to give tlei up and serve in-
stead Hii Who cati protect His followers fromi
the assaults of thieir spiritual enemuies. Ini fiact,
very often tliey will applaud everything you
tell themî, and will laugli at tle belief in biu/s.
They seen surprised thiat one slould take the
trouble to show how ridiculous that belief is.
Yet the same mien will hasten to "make," as
thev term it, the local bhu/-that is, to appro-
priate it-whieiever any trouble comtes upoiin
thei, laving first takenî counisel of sone sooth-
sayer (wlo lias to be liberally paid) as to whîat
spirit must be propitiated, and low. It mîight
be thouglht tliat witli sucli people the work of


