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Ihe one as oftcn as the otlier in the business
of their cvcryday lire.

Nos, 1, 2 and 3 of tIe largcr sizc arc
repetitions of the smallcr size without the
tracing, and witli the addition of iaging in
No. 3 book. As, from Mr. Clarc's excellent
arrangement of the tracing, Ihe pupil from
the start is accustomcd to independent writ.
ing, there is less necessity for these thrce
books thar there would otherwisc have becn ;
teachers howcvcr have the choice of the two
kinds.

In No. 4 book the writing is reduccd in
sizc to that of a olld, frce, and excecdingly
fine commercial hand. Capitals reccive
more prominence now, and this book sceures
uniformity of size in the writing by a systcm
of parallel lincs. The size of the writing
continues to diminisl in books 5, 6 and 7,
but the same simple and uniform style pre.
vails throughout. In No. 5 the author
begins aci copy with a syllable that proves
the most difficult combination in it, thus
giving the scholar additional practice in what
lie most necds. Wc find such groups as gh,
guo, age and ash deaIt with in this manner.

Whilc we have so much to say of the
"Mercantile Serics " that is favourable,
there are one or two faults that need to be
pointed out. In No. 2 book the z is abrupt-
ly introduccd in the word guiz, before its
formation has been taught. This mistake
could easily have been avoided by using such
a word as quay, which, besides teaL'âing the
use of g in combination, would have had the
merit of giving more 1,ractice in they which
forais the subject of a previous lesson. Aftcr
the second lesson in book 3, we fail to find c,
a letter that needs particular attention on ac-
counl of the difriculty of combining it neatly
with others. So.,on as the formation and
conbination of ail the letters have been
taught, every book should contain copious
exercises ln them, and special attention
should be given ta those that prove most
,difficult, but on no account should any letter
be omitted. ir. Clare has not been so at.
tentive to this as ta other points in his books,
for we find among the small letters j docs
not appear in No. 4; f; w, x and z are omit-

ted in No. 5; gin 6, and çand - in 7. Wc
trust it is cnough to point out this crror to
have It avoidcd In the remaining books of
the scrics. Notwithstanding these blemishes,
the books 'Jore us bcar ample cvidence of
ripe expericnce, painstaking labour, and
superior skill and tastc. They arc alikc
creditable to thcir author and to the printcrs
and publishcrs.

The plan of the " Beatty Scrics " is simi-
lar to t-at of Copp, Clark & Co.'s, both
bcing based upon the Payson, Dunton and
Scribner Copy Books, but in exc::ution the
one differs from the othcr as much as the
nok of an apprentice differs from that of a
skillcd mechanic.

In Beatty's first book the writing is ail
donc by tracing, sa that the child has no
opportunity of testing his own ability to
write the copy. There is a lack of method
in introducing the lcttcrs which ccrtainly
docs not speak well for Mr. Beatty's cxperi-
cnce; . for example preccdes u of which it
is a modification, and e and e both come
before o, upon which letter their formation
is certainly bascd. Mr. Bcatty's e is unique,
lie scems to have sympathized with the
equivocal place iL holds as a consonant, and
has made if so nearly like ils neighbour,
vowel e, t'at in rapid writing it would be
very harii ;o distinguislh une from the other.
in one cf .he copies of book x, we cannot
give the page, for, unlike the " Mcrcantile
Series," none of these books are paged, we
have the letters s and r in the word sir; two
copies aftcrwards, a lesson is given ta teacli
r, and in the next s is taught. Frequent
repetition is as necessary in teaching writing
as it is in any other subject in the school
course ; "a little at a time and that little
well " is a maxim followed by ail good
teachers, but Mr. Beatty ignores it, for we
have the letters v, x, n, n, e, e, o, a taught
consecutively in so many copies without any
attempt to perfect what has been already
lcarnt by additional practice with the letters
in comLnation ; next we have the word sir,
above referred to, which should really suc-
ceed the s, and then follows a syllable nim
which might very profitably come next to


