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shivering inactivity; others were so dreadfully ill,
that death itself scarcely appeared a change for the
worse. Not so our nautically-inclined lieutenant ;
he could no longer remain in doubt, and, deter-
mined to know the worst, emerged from the
hatchway in full pirate costume, as he had lain
down at the beginning of the storm. Sprawling
on the deck, he looked out upon the sea: just at
this moment a gigantic green wave, with a crest of
foam,stood right over the ship; with a shout of terror,
and an expression of face, in which fright had over-
come starvation and sea-sickness, he rushed across
the deck, grasping at the stanchion under the poop,
the first support he could lay hold of, twining his
arms and legs round it with a force no persuasions
could relax ; there he remained for two hours, a
figure of fun never to be forgotten. The ship was
soon put to rights, not having sustained any serious
injury, and we went our way.

A whale was always an object of sufficient inte-
rest to collect us upon deck, and unmask a battery
of telescopes. Our nearest view of one was under
circumstances as advantageous to us as disagreeable
to him. The ship was going through the water
about four knots an hour when the monster over-
took us : as we were travelling in the same direction,




