10 - MISS DEXIE;

“ Nonsense! Clarence, you know my heart better than
that! I mean that it matters little where you settle, so
long as Jou are ‘out of American terntory until the war
is over.’
“Oh! Halifax will suit me very well, mother .Ever
since I can remember you have threatened to send me to
Halifax ; so now I'll go, and I do not believe I shall find
it a place of torment either. Nelson, who was in partner-
ship with me when I was in Augusta, has moved his family
there, and I may join him again in business. He is buying
-up horses and sending the mto headquarters. What ! you

surely would not object to me making some money out of
i the Unionists?” he asked, in answer to his mother’s qulck
_look of surprise.

The discussion lasted some time, but to the relief of the
son’s wife they decided to return home the following day,
that her husband might have an opportunity to settle his
business in:time to catch the first boat to Halifax. ‘

~ Becoming aware of the hostility which prevailed among
" the neighbors, on account of Dinah’s presence at the fa.rm-
* -house, Mr. Sherwood proposed to take her with them to
Hahfax as their hired nurse. He had a kindly feeling for
the good, old woman, who was such & faithful and partial
nurse to "him i in- his boyhood and he could not help seeing
“that she was less kindly treated than formerly, and to his
surprise his mother consented to the. plan. Dinah made .
no objection' when the matter was laid before her, for like
many colored women of her age she had an intense love
for children. This love had grown stronger during the
years there had been no children at the farmhousé to lavish
it upon, and the short visits that the grandchildren made
at the farm were red-letter days to :Aunt Dinah.

Mrs. Sherwood found her cares much lessened with Dma,h
installed as nurse. .The care of childrén was always a weari-
some burden to the rather indolent mother, so the irksome
duties were readily pla.ced on the willing shoulders of
Dinah.’

While Mrs. Sherwood awa.lted her husband’s dlrectlons,
her brother’s’ wife appeared one day, bearing the sad an-

“nouncement that Charley had fallen in the last battle; and




