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without, straw, and these gentlemen de
serve Credit "for the manner in Which 
they hâve dealt with,» tills particular 
speech, which has nothing in it what-

Bassing over the opening parts of the 
speech' from Hie throne, Mr. Williams 
-touched upon .".the proposed, railway 
policy. The' gentRmdn tram Vancouver 
who moved - the address was willing to 
take the premier on faith though the 
premier had displayed more confidence 
to his henchmen at the New. Westmln- 

cohventlon than he haï , to thg 
hoiise. The member for Vancouver

Mr. Watson: "The second member.for 
Vancouver."

Mr. Williams: "Well, if the working 
men of Vancouver have anything to say 
lie will probably, be- the sixth- member 
at the» next election if only five are 
elected tor the house. As tor the flnan- 
dnees of the province. I usually feci 
rich if I have "six bits" on me and 
hardly be expected te deal with 
running into ten million dollars, 
member for Vancouver

anyone to start a flre until there had 
-Veen so myçh rain that the brush would 

. not burn. ! Under these circumstances 
they could not wondw if a man burned 
without a permit.

"In fact/* he added, “tne only tiling 
that wlH cause.a man- to apply for a 
"permit is; oy> oFre^rï for the '42 men 
who compose this house, though if lie- 
sat here himself for a time he would 
have mighty little regard tor any of us. 
«Laughter.) This Bush Fires-Act te sq 
beautifully warded that if a man is 
prosecuted 
i.ocence, Instead 
cution prove his 
started fh Sp^in,

primary and rural schools In the six years 
during which he lived In a rural district 
they had several different teacher» and hie 
own son wt$o had been studying for the high 
school. when he left Nanaimo found hlm» 
self atlll unable to graduate. It was im
possible to make any* progress with such 
continuous changes of teachers and he had 
told his boy.that he would have to go to 

‘school till he had whiskers like Uncle *mm 
before he would get through under such -a 
system. (Laughter.) The rural school was 
of such a nature that no one under twenty 
ever remained In It long enough to get Into 
the high school.
-Dealing with the appointment of a chief 

Inspector of mines in the place of Mr. Shep
herd, the government lost sight of the old 
Idea, behind this inspection, which 
réduce the number of accidents, 
government .vas anxious about the

by the police as the cause of their 
deaths, which are believed to have oc
curred on Sunday night. The lire Hltd 
burned a large hole in the floor, and 
filled the house with smoke, bill had 
finally smouldered out.

Ecuadorean Battle
PANAMA, Jan.'16 —constitution

al government has just achieved a bril
liant victory over the rebels at Huigra, 
says a telegram from the Ecuadorean 
minister. The revolution is almost fin
ished.

1.
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Deep Sea Arrivals This Week 
at the Outer Wharves will 
Total Ten Vessels Loading _ 
and Unloading-

It ■ Report that Sorting Clerk in the 
Post Office Had Been Infect
ed Causes Some Commotion 
Among Public

Total for December MuLi 
Greater Than for Precedi - 
Months—Large Proporti 
for Main Line

. ster

r
as to prova his own bl

ot making )he prose- 
guilt. This sytera 

ahd then got to Rtis-^ 
,iia, and never spread further until it 

got to British; Columbia.” He added 
that'if theÿ 'piit1" good" men in as fire
wardens it would be unnecessary to 
plaster every fëtaçe and gatepost in the 
province with notices offering rewards 
to people' who - informed on anyone 
starting a bush fire.

If the Telephone Expert Employed
WINNIPEG, Jan. 16.—R. L. Barry, 

general superintendent of the Tri-State 
Telephone company of Minneapolis, has 
accepted ^-a position on the provincial 
commision of Manitoba to investigate 
the telephone situation.

they would endeavor to find out tbe wishes 
of the representative of the miners in the 
kind*01, but they had done nothing of the7,

Was Never Consulted.< Steamer Kamakura Màru, Capt. B. 
Kon, of the Nippon Yuqen kaisha, will 
reach port today from the Qrient to dis
embark passengers and discharge, about 
500 tons of general freight. The Jap- 
ense steamed ‘left Yokohama- on Jan
uary 3. The aJpaneee steamers bring 
sevèral hundred tons of freight every 
voyage for trans-shipment from Vlc- 

. toria to eastern Canada, and thé cargo 
is taken to Vandfmver bfy.one'xïf tftè C. 
P R. steameYs. The Tamba. Maru of 
this line left Yokohama yestefd&X. *o 
follow the ftîSet.jâD^.kP route acrosf^e 
Pacific toward Victoria.;

It is seldom that a week passes now 
without nine or ten deep sea liners com
ing to the outer wharf in or outbound. 
Ten steamers are expected this week. 
The Lonsdale sailed on Monday for 
Mexico, the ln&ba Maru of the N. Y. 
K. line followed on Tuesday the 
steamer Queen left yesterday morning 
for San Francisco with a good cargo 
and good compliment of passengers, 
and following the Kamakura Maru, ex
pected today,' is the Monteagle of the 
C P. R., the Titan of the Blue Funnel 
line -and Ryygja of the Weir line, ex
pended^ about the end of the week from 
Yokohama and other ports of the Far 
East, and the British steamer Damara 
is expected to come to the Victoria 
Chemical Works wharf about Sunday 
next binging 700 tons of nitrate from 
Chili for the local company. The Dam
ara is now on her way from Los' 
Angeles. The steamer Umatilla is ex
pected today from San Francisco, and, 
aûding the steamer Grey, which left the 
outer wharf on Tuesday night for 
Sechart and Kyuquot to load another' 
cargo of fertilizer for San Pedro, the 
deep-sea vessels in and out this week 
will total ten.

.. I was never.consulted in this ihafier,” 
said Mr.rWilliams, “the first that 1 heard of 
Mr. Thomas Graham’s appointment as Chief 
Inspector oC Mines was through the news
paper reports. I wrote at once to the Pre
mier to protest agajnst It and I received 
a reply that was so brief that I felt likW 
framing It, a^d also one I received from 
him seven years ago on the tame subject 
as showing the evolution of thought of the 
Minister of Mines. * At that time, seven 
years ago, the Premier seemed to recognize 
my right to protest at least, but on the re
ceipt occasion his letter was so brief that 
in future-it wHl stand as a model to me 
when I want to tell somebody to mind his 
own business.”

He continued that he did not think that 
anyone who had borne the same relation to 
a manager of tnines in Nanaimo as Mr. Gra
ham had done should be appointed chief 
inspector for the province. He had former
ly . been superintendent of the mines man
aged by Mr. Stockett. Well there was an
other Mr. Stockett in the mining business 
of British Columbia and there waa another 
Graham, a brother of the superintendent, 
in chargé of mines In one district, and that 
blood relationship must be expected to In
terfere with the performance of his duties.

“I hope,” said Mr. Williams, “that he la 
a different man from what I take him tp 
tfe, but I Insist we should carefully canvass 
the situation and select a man who has as 
few-* ties as. possible with mine owners or 
miners In this province. / Eight years ago 
in this House I did my share In passing an 
eight-hour lew for coal mines, though mine 
managers requested me not to do so. When 
I got back home after «this. Mr. Graham t 
was superintendent of roe mine In which 
I had been working, and that gentleman 
very promptly placed me on the roll for 
my activity in this matter. Mr. Stockett 
was manager of the mines and Mr. Graham 
was superintendent, and be must take the 
responsibility of refusing me work.”

In conclusion, Mr. Williams said that he 
would like to see an independent auditor 
appointed to audit the public accounts. He 
Had the greatest respect for the present au
ditor and he could not help, thinking that 
he would be placed In a position where his 
duties would bo a little different than they 
are at the present time. He asserted that 
the government bf the province cost $23.00 
per head of the population while Manitoba, 
the next dearest province in the Dominion, 
cost only $10.00 per head, and what had 
we* received In return for this heavy tax
ation during the last ten years? Absolute
ly nothing. The cost of government had 
Increased three hundred per cent and the 
population about one hundred per cent. The 
government was like a spendthrift, and it 
had enough to spend beyond what it re
quired to keep the machine in good running 
order. (Applause.)

OTTAWA, Jan. 15.—An unprece
dented situation regarding the local 
mails arose uat Ottawa today. A 
sorting clerk ft&s said to be infected 
with smallpox, and a. flurry arose in 
all, the local branches, but while the 
medical health officer of the city bad 
power over all othçr departments he 
could not control the government prop
erty and waited until 5 o’clock this 
evening to get permission to quaran
tine the mall institution

Meanwhile early in the afternoon the 
mails weré distributed, but at 5 O’clock 
a close guard was put around the 
building, and those persons who had 
only entered the rotunda were held 
up for quite a while until the medical 
health officer released them, and all the 
employees were held for examination. 
Those during the day had wandered 
amongst the public without restriction, 
the general public had gone Hi and out 
as they pleased, and the mails were 
sent out

At 5 o’clock rigid quarantine was 
enforced; no employee that was 
allowed to go out until vaccinated, and 
those that did get away must be vac
cinated before they return in the 
morning unless the medicah health of
ficers are satisfied thej' are immune.

Meanwhile all the mail matter re
ceived in Ottawa is being held, and 
the whole Institution closed until thor
ough fumigation of all had been made 
hs'the local officers. At midnight the 
fumigation of the mail was complete 
and all matter held up will be released 
for delivery. There will ikely be about 
90 employees vaccinated. Those mails 
received up till early afternoon were 
sent out and many more of the im- 

^portant mails had already been des
patched before the hour of the notifi
cation of the disease.

VANCOUVER, Jan. 15.—Subject 
the addition of several minor 
the total disbursements of the 
dian Northern Railway for construe ;

f
accounts.

Car, a-FOR PROHIBITION; can 
money 

The
tt

Temperance Organisation in New Bruni-Wage, and post of Living
He continued that the foùrtli member 

fci Vancouver (Mr. • Tladall) after a 
long speech on the prosperity of tlie 
province had called upon the govern
ment to increase the else of orphanages,, 
hospitals and lunatic asylums. « Laugh- ; 
ter.) It waa said the province was en
joying great prosperity. Well, he had 
with him a F>oy. of the' Labor Gazette, 
published by the department of labor at 
Ottawa, and this showed that the cost 
of living had Increased in ten years 37 
per cent. How had wages fared in

repeated
time-worn story that In years past 
British Columbia was on the rocks fin
ancially and à political Moses rose and 
rescued It. .The facts lead to no such 
conclusion. Tt would have needed great 
skill to prevent whatever change has 
occurred. The chan*e, I have repeat
ed it several times and am willing to 
repeat it as lbng as the financial Moses 
is trotted out in this house, is due to 
the fact that the province is parting 
with Its natural resources. If we are 
asked to believe that a financial Moses 
brought-this about in British Columbia, 
the same political Moses must 
bobbed up in every other province in 
Canada and every state of the American 
union. Yet the Hon. Richard McBride 
stands for all the credit like a hero and 
accepts It without /a smile.

Mr. Williams added that except for 
the injustice known as the poll tax, tax 
ation wets iff, little Interest 
workers of the province. The govern
ment was fond of appointing commis
sions, but was careful to put on them 
only its own supporters. This govern
ment which eat up at night teaching 
patriotism, might well in this respect 
learn a lesson from the Old Country 
where the commissions were of no par
ticular character, and, If appointed by 
parliament, contained members of both" 
parties. But the govenrment here 
dealt otit positions to its own Support
ers and consequently they saW commis
sion after commission “cavorting

the and engineering work in British Colu\ 
bia for December will approxi 
$825,000, as against $707,000 in Novel 
ber and .$700,000 in October. Of t . 
total expenditure during December 
lees than $140,000 is credited to V 
section between Hope and Kamloops.

According to official returns sent to 
the company’s head office here, 
number of laborers employed 
struction on Vancouver Island

wick Prepares Bill Per Submls-
slon to Government ma;-

ST. JOHN, N. B., Jan. 16.—The com
mittee in charge of the preparation of 
the prohibitory act reported to the meet
ing of the temperance federation to
night. The report was accepted In full 
and heartily endorsed. The committee’s 
report will be laid before the provin
cial government. The new act is re-

II

■
the

on con-
arT'l

the mainland for the same month is 
5600, a figure which promises to be 
largely increased, possibly 
early next spring. The total disbursp- 
mentg will then, it is estimated, reach 
$1,000,000 a month, a 
likely to be maintained for‘nine month? 
when' the bulk of the grading will have

modelled after the three which appeal
ed mostIF e strongly to the committee—
the Nova Scotia act, the Prince Edward 
Island act, and the Canada Temperance 
act. There are special features which» 
differ from other temperance legislation. 
Liquor is to be distributed *only by 
commissioners appointed by the provin
cial government, such commissioners to 
be under salary. Those receiving it will 
be the vendors in various counties, and 
it will only be permitted for medicinal 
and mechanical purposes.

parlson? Fifteen years ago he had him
self earned $2.60 a day on railway con
struction, and at "the present time men 
were working for $2.26 a day for the 
Canadian Northern Railway Company 
or. Vancouver iisland. Among ".miners 
there had been a ten per cent, increase 
in Wages in ten" years, but they had to 
go on a strike to get it. In the agree-, 
ment the government had made with 
the Canadian Northern Railway Com- 
peny it was^providîd that current wages 
should be ;>aid to railway workers, but 
the wages they were paying showed a 
fall of ten per cent, while the coat of 
living had increased 37 per dent.

“In spite of all the nice things tjiat 
have been said in press reports, it seem
ed to me that the premier was in an 
irritable mood, and was rather snappy 
irt his remarks when he was replying to 
the member for Albernl the other day. 
It seems to me that all the fulsome 
praise that lias been ahowered on the 
premier in recent years is having an ill 
effect, and is spoiliiig-that good nature 
whi£h made him so well-known through 
all this province. I have heard it said: 
‘That is the most there is to Hon. Rich- 

*ard McBride, his intense good nature 
and good memory for faces.’ So he ha« 
got to think that because his picture
stands behind any policy It must not be 
attacked. For my" "part I see the wis
dom of the remark of the newspaper
man who said, ‘No man can be half às 
w tee as the* Hon. Richard McBride 
looks.* ( Laughter.)-• And if Y have any 
powers i>f imagination it funs to looks 
ant1, nothing else*: I admit that the Hon
orable Richard MpBride look» like a 
statesman, but I am going to try to 
find out whether he acts like ,one." 
(Laughter.) • "

to 10,00"
have:

1:-'
total that

i been finished. No less than 500 horse? 
are also employed on the werl; in addi
tion to a score of steam shovels.

Tracklaying on the main line 
Fraser ’■River valley has “been extended 
east as far as Su mas Mountain, and 
Chilliwack will be reached within sev
eral weeks. -—

£ 1
to"' the in

m It the government fails to accept the 
act it is said they will have candidates 
at the next election, or possibly ask the 
opposition to make 
platform.

%
prohibition their

GOOD PROSPECT
OF AGREEMENT

(Continued from paxe on = i

grams w|th President Sun Tat Sen it 
is understood they finally agreed l0 
guarantees. Certain representatives de
cline to accept Yuan Shi Kai as presi
dent of the republic in place of Dr. Sun 
Yat Sen, but the former may hold the 
premiership t in the government, and 
when peace is restored and the consti
tution drawn np Yuan may have an op
portunity to secure his election. Dr. 
Sun, however, is persisting in his de
termination to retire.

'Ae president declared today that no 

loans had been contracted by the repub
licans.

I

CMM TODAYover the province.*'
At this juncture it a was announced, 

that the Lieutenant-Governor was com
ing" down and there woiMd be an. inter
mission of fifteen minutes. Hlg "Honor 
entered without

HOUSE DEBATES
OLD AGE PENSION His First Official.Act Will Be 

Affixing Signature to Sooke 
Lake Development Agree
ment

ceremqny and gave as
sent to the Vancouver-Validation Act.

v ' The Colonist ; v 
• Mr! Williams resuming ..said-’.that he 
must thauk thé govenrment for. the in
termission as it had enabled him to get 
a few figures that otherwise-he would 
trot have got. He wished to- pay his 
respects to the Victoria CoianlSt1 which 
paid a great déàl of. attention to him. 
He wished to remark on the way it 
edited.

ir (Continued from page one)

The minister of justice will brilfg-in 
a bill to amend the criminal code 
making the holding of soch meets 
illegal. The racing association here
after will have to get its authority by 
an act of the fédéral or provincial 
legislature instead of merely obtain
ing letters patent. The object of the 
amendment is to lessen the number 
of gambling meets.

#*—---------- ——---------yi-ti ■' 4-
MR. P. WILLIAMS

' ON LEQISLATfQN

CONSERVATION IDEAS
Recommendations Adopted by Commis

sion at Meeting1 in Ottawa—
Mr. Jardine moved the adjournment of the 

debate. «. . .
Begleot of Parmar»

«- Acceptance of Bapubllc
OTTAWA, Jan. 16.—At a 

tioh commission meeting Dr. J. R. "Rob
ertson read a report of the committee 
on land, stating that the farmers of 
Canada did not conserve the fertility of 
the soli in any province, 
cent, of the Tarms Inspected iii. the west - 
had shown substantial decreases in pro
duction. and-the systematic rotation of 
crops was the only remedy.

An appropriation of $116,000 was raised 
fci the -Rocky Mountain reserve for the 
year. The establishment of" a national 
laboratory " was endorsed. The appoint
ment of .i chief flre inspector and staff 
as a part of the railway com mission'was 
V’jged and also a commission on tuber
culosis.

A recommendation that Ottawa and 
Hull be created a federal district in 
connection with the Dominion" 
vation commission 
scheme was also passed.

Kills Her Infant
TORONTO, Jan. 16.—Maud 

an inmate of the Salvation Army refuge 
home, told Judge Ay les worth this 
ing that she had accidentally smothered 
her nine months old baby while asleep! 
Tonight she confessed that she delib
erately smothered the baby because it 
cried. She is in Jail.

conserva- SHANGHAI, Jan. 17.—Tang Shao Yi 
has received a telegram from Peking 
saying that as a result of today's dis
cussion the imperial princes are unani
mously in favor of acceptance of 
public.

This morning Mayor Beckwith will 
have the honor of affixing his signature 
as practically bis first official act as 
mayoti to tl«
holme?Lumt*r coitipally to which 
cern the Sooke Lake development work 
has been awarded by the

was
He knew the members et the 

press, gaiter» and lie had nOl'the allght- 
s eet doubt liftt what c^me fybm the gal

lery weo^èVtruthful -repres^iiteflon of 
what occurred in the heifse, but the way 
it -was doctored by thg paper was hardly 
fair. Since oareiess and indiscreet re
marks made by .government supporters 
were carefully eliminated ; 
ever anything Is found to the disadvant
age of the other side it was worked to 
the very limit. The Colonist was one 
of a band of spoon-fed papers which 
isted frçm two sources: from advertis
ing various notices under the Land Act 
and advertisements paid for by the gov
ernment.

Forty ' per contract with the West-
Bepudlataa Assassins

NANKING, Jan. 18.—The republican 
leaders have entirely repudiated all the 
persons arrested at Peking for complic
ity in the attempted assassination of 
Yuan Shi Kai. President Sun Yat Sen 
personally telegraphed his sympathy to 
Yuan.

— -4

Unsettled Areas
Mr, Williams, Continued that if there 

was a place where the premier could 
Lew out for himself a place as a states
man, it was In dealing with the vast, 
vneettled areas, of the province. He ad
mitted that since the government had 
been in power they had enough, rail way» 
under construction toi open up a great 
deal of country, but where were the 
pre-emptors who should reap the ad
vantage of It7 Where was the land 
available for them? It was easy to 
color maps red, but they found the 
papers filled with the notices of land 
specula tors. The tensus reports show
ed that the greater part of,the popula
tion of B.-itlsh Columbia was on th* 
peninsula, be tween -Burrard inlet and the 
Fraser river, while the great wild lands 
were still lying undeveloped. If the^ 
land were available for pre-emptors a 
hundred, thousand men would settle On 
it just as soon as the fact became 
known. The. trouble was that people 
directed by -the land department had 
gone out and .found, no land.

. Personalities.
Mr. Williams continuing, said, that the 

portion of the policy of the Ron. Richard 
McBride that, appealed to him most strongly 
was that of land sale». During the year 
1903, the year In' which the McBride gov
ernment came Into power, the sale» of landi 
In British Columbia amounted to $64,00.0 
gnd during the last flacal year they were 
$2.431,000, an Increase of over 3000 per cent. 
As an Instance of hojw the public lands were 
disposed of he quoted, from " what he termed 
“that great publication with British Ideals 
and Saskatchewan Indian morals, the Pre
mier's personal organ the Victoria Week.' 
This paper was brought Into existence for 
the sake of eulogizing the Ho». Richard 
McBride and published hie picture once at 
least every four Mopths. He read from it 
an account of a llttte band of pioneers and 
explorers ahd how they hfcd- discovered In 
the northern interior a valley two hundred 
miles long, which?* the government knew all 
about ten yeartf before. Of tbe land they 
discovered 60,000 acres was disposed of to 
J. 6. Rear, of Vancouver, an<j a second in- 
italmént'Of 90.006 to Norton Griffiths, M. P. 

gave t. P. O’Connorvln pralslrtg the Hon. Richard 
seemed to McBride had said that tie Inherited some- 

consider that an evening paper was no thing of his abilities fiWm hie Orfcnge* father

"TnZ n1: h vh,s prticuiar Fci^,L7,othw^uto‘ en,n* Paper, he had referred to has from which side of the family he "got hia 
drawn $8,492 from tjie provincial treas- love for ‘he cury of Ireland, landlordism, 
ury. That was the policy of the Hon. TUfi»' ïe, h^’ carried over aix thousand 
Richard McRrMa An ja0h„ • * ot land and sea and planted its pol»Ricnard McBride In dealing out money sonous seed ih British Columbia.
from the provincial treasury to-his own one reason why' futur» generations 
party papers. Time and time again in remember the Hon-. Richard McBride, 
the past the Conservatives at Ottawa. The Sp€alter: “The honorable gentleman 
hnd condemned the spoils system, but SSSnte’SS "L."”"0"0” 
where was a ‘Jotteiner" instance of the Mi. Williams: “Well I beg your pardon, 
spoils system than this? He drew no Mr. Speaker, I forgot. If I was not a 
line between thq government that woulo Wel*lmtan I would be proud to be called 
tcierata such a thing, and the paps> an,en“rM„re t-o^e^nhlVh^Tet
that would accept it strange to say It remains for" a descendant

He continued that while it had been ?,h ‘côîu^bla RnUyS1 llndloral,m ln Briv 
omitted from-the report of the‘snerrh 1 -, ■ . ' ' . ,_ e 8pecch Mr.,Williams continued that he could not 
of the member for Vancouver (Mr. Wat- accept the statement of thé Premier that 
sen) which had «Appeared In the Col- more Liberals than Socialists were buying 
onlst, he had understood him to s«.v lnmis ,n British Columbia than Conserva- 
tliat workers tSwnirlieet ts. • “ , • tllM- It so It was strange that so few land

t oriters throughout the province notices appeared in Liberal or Socialist pa-
,wt-re so struck by the high wages paid These notices -showed that the ep-
by the government for fighting bu*h plications of Conservatives as against Lit>- 
lirea that they'had deliberately sot out Socialiste was ittherate of three
bush fires so that they might have the v Provincial l Diversity.
Pleasure of eating smoke while beatiiig In speaking of a provincial university the 
them out. Eaugh'ter.) He considered Pr«™ler fad told him that they were going 
a slander of that kind on the people of SatLmM
the piovince wAs very ill-advised, And ih- Eastern States." though" the-Colonist had 
the gentleman was fortunate in having , msrclfulfy reported him as saying (hat they 
a paper that would'-carefully eliminate m"’’VinteL.L°iL°.r0üîO UT 
IL The present Bush Fires Act was so ties was that their growth was aO^natural' 
nicely adjusted that fro. permit to burn as that of a tree and they could 6ot buy 
off brush was available at the only ‘he aimoaphere of Oxford or Cambridge 
time vou could h,.-,, it Th. w,th 111 ™ money they could spend ln thisum. 5 ou could burr. it. The govern- province. He had only referred to this uni-

seiected some man for firewardei) verstty question because of his interest,In 
who knew nothing about the difficulty th<1 public schools tip contended that While ot Hearing tended woubl not a,tew'

ratepayers. 
The ceremony will probably take place 
in the mayor’s office at 11 o’clock.

In honor of the event a brand

; (Continued frotif page one)
Celebrated English Publicist, 

•Diplomatist and Politician 
pies at His Villa in Florence, 
Italy

third time and passed, and received the 
assent of tbe lieutenant-governor.

Mr. "Williams asked the hon. the min-
ques-

new
fountain pen, gaudy with gold filagree 
work and an excellent specimen -of. the 
ever-rèady instrument popularly 
posed to be mightier than the sword, 
lias been purchased and will be used in 
signing the historic document. Once 
ttiat is accomplished the pen will be pre
sented to his worship by the water com
missioner who will doubtless speak a 
few words on an occasion of such, mo
ment in the history of the water Forks 
administration.

but where-

ister of railways thé following 
lions: sup-

The Associated Press has every reason 
to believe that President Sun ahd Tang 
Shao Yi are in complete agreement on 
almost every point in the procedure 
looking to peace. It is believed that 
Tang Shao YI has been re-empowered 
personally to act on behalf of Yuan 

The situation is regarded as being 
more hopeful than at any other time in 
the last three months.

Mongolian Situation 
ST. PETERSBURG, Jan. 17. — A 

change has come over thé situation in 
Mongolia, according to reports published 
in the papers here. A number of the 
minor Khans and leaders who originally 
declared for Mongolia’s independence 
have now sent a petition to Premier 
Yuan Shi Kai at Peking, in which they 
explain that their proclamation of inde
pendence does not mean complete sep
aration from China of the Peking gov
ernment will only abandon the oppres
sive system of fiittal extortion which 
has been practiced hitherto in Mongolia.

A dispatch from Urga, the Mongolian 
capital, states that the Kutuktu. the 
head of the Lama qect of Buddhists, who 
was recently inaugurated as Khan of 
Mongolia, has abolished the capital ai i 
established new offices.

The newspapers charge Premier Yuan 
Shi Kai with playing a double game, 
on the one hand applying for Russian 
aid and on the other trying to represent 
Russia as violating Chinese sovèreignty 
in Mongolia.

The Novoe Vremya insists that ttor 
Russian government does not want 
Mongolia as a Russian province, but a 

••'•h and independent Mongolia would be 
highly desirable.

1. What number of workmen are em
ployed on construction of the Canadian 
Northern Railway: (a) On mainland of 
British Columbia? (b) On Vancouver 
Island?

2. WThat rates of wages are paid on 
each section respectively?

3. What rates are charged for board 
on the said work?

The Hon. Mr. Taylor replied as fol
lows:

ex-

FLORENCE, Italy, Jan. 16.—Henry 
Labouchere, the editor of the Loqdon 
Truth, died at his villa here this 
morning. { *

Outside papers in the■■■■IP prov
ince did not keep reporters in the gal
lery, but took their reports from papers 
like the Victoria Colonist, so that they 
were poisoned at the source. Anything' 
that was British never failed to ap
peal to the Victoria Colonist; it was al- 
ways full of praise for vritish system, 
and at the same time Its own actions 
were "redolent with leechery and graft 
of the worst kind.", By the accounts of 
last year he found that -no less a sum 
than $5,740 was fed iirto the unscrupu
lous maw of this publication. To un
derstand the character of t.-s sort - of 
thing he would :en.toa the house that 
there was in the city of Victoria an
other pàpér called The-Times and the 

accounts showed that jast year 
the Times received from the govern-, 
ment for advertising the magnificent 
sum of $26.40; There must be 
motive, other than reaching the public, 
to Justify the Expenditure of (his 
money, end , the service rendered was to 
give the keynote to other party publica
tions in British Columbia.

“Pontine Pilate-Like”
The "governmenkt had a habit pf re- 

fctrlng To September 21st, and certain 
bye-elections to prove that its method 
was correct. Weil Pontius Pilate proved 
hit. actions to be dorrect by'Just the 
same kind of boast. . (Laughter.. A 
year ago the Colonist had endeavored to 
publish ân evening peper in Victoria. 
Tc judge from the patronage.it 
the Times the government

conser-
planningtown

m
Immediately the contract is signed 

and sealed by the city the 
will be in a position to n^ake a start 
on the work which ia to bring a daily 
supply of 16,000,000 gallons of water 
into the city, the work to be completed 
within two years.

The amount of the 
was $1,169,795.

Henry Labouchere was, during the 
years in which he played an active 
part in the public life of Great Britain, 
one of the most widely known journal
ists and statesmen of the Empire. In 
Truth, tbe weekly journal which he 
founded in 1876, he expressed his opin
ions with great vigor and incielveness 
hnd as a public speaker be was re
nowned tor his caustic wit.

Bom in 1831 of Huguenot stock, 
Mr. Labouchere was educated at Eton 
and entered the diplomatic service In 
Washington,
Frankfort, St. Petersburg and Dres
den. In l8Ü3 he was appointed second 
secretary at Constantinople and in 
1864 retired. In 1866 he entered par
liament as Liberal member for Wind
sor but "was unseated. In 1867 he re
entered the House as member for Mid
dlesex. In February, 1674, he was de
feated at Nottingham, but in 1880 
returned at the head of the poll for 
Northampton and continued to repre
sent that borough until his retirement 
In 1906. Fty many years' his fellow- 
member was Charles Bradlaugh, the 
famous atheist whose refusal to take 
the members' oath caused Me, Glad
stone so much trouble.
. During his parliamentary 
Mr. Labouchere was an ardent friend 
of Home -Rule and a strong opponent 
of the House of Lords. In fact, as 
early as 1893 he helped draft a bill 
providing that all members of Parlla- 
nient should be 'elected 
vote. This 
had. the effect of putting an end to the 
House of' Lords as a hereditary cham
ber. -He -was a consistent and ener- 

,getic supporter of Mr. Gladstone, and 
afiêj: the retirement of the Grand Old 
klan, he was conspicuous ln his opposi
tion' to the choice of Lord Rosebery as 
premier. He headed 
twenty members who were said to have 
been in favor of Sir William Harcourt's 
Choice as Liberal leader. 'Eventually, 
however, he withdrew his opposition.

Mr. Labouchere was at one lime 
part proprietor of the London Daily 
News to which ha contributed letters 
from Paris during the siege of 1870- 
7.1 over the signature 
Resident." He sat on the Royal Com
mission which ^investigated the Jame
son raid, and the extreme pertinence 
of his questions wàs not a little per- 
Olexing to the «nen whom he under
took to examine.

THE HAGUE. Jan. 15.—The 10th sit
ing of the International Opium confer- 

" ençe bègan today with the reeling of 
the final protocol. It is said that Per- 
Riu will sign the convention Unreserved-

Filbert,
company

"L (a) 5,644, average - during month 
351, average

mora-
of December, 1911; (b) 
during month of December.

“2. On mainland—Foremen, $4 to $6 " 
pçr. day; blacksmiths, $90 per month 
and board; carpenters, $3.50 to" $4.66 
per" day; shovel engineers, $156 p,er 
month and' board; firemen, $75 per 
month and board; cranesmen. $100 per 
month aqd board; bridgenien, $4" per 
day; axemen, $2.75 " per day; laborers, 
$2.75 per "day. On Vancouver Island— 
Foremen on grades, $3.25 to $6 per 
day; axemen, $2.75 and $3 per day; 
rock-drillers, ' $2.75 per day;

bid

iSffllBH ■CHON IN*p ;o)ic
Stockholm,Munich,

laborers.
$2.50 per day; bridge foremen, $150 per 
month and 'board; bridge carper>ers, $8 
to $4.50 $fer day; team and teamster, 
$7 per day; teamsters, $35 to $60 per 

' , month and board; blacksmiths, $75 to 
$90 per monXh,

"3. On mainland—16 per week. On 
■ Vancouver Island—25 cents per méal 

and $5.25 per week, with bunk-house 
eommodation."

■SS-i

Government Policy Leads to 
Cancellations in Rural Dis
tricts — Interior Towns are 
Following Lead

Cotton Trade Conference at 
Manchester Adjourns With
out Reaching Agreement 
Between Parties

>

was

ac-

mt'i The following petitions were r pre
sented and laid oh the table:

By Mr. tiotton—From John Y. Mc- 
Naught ■ and others, for leave to-intro
duce a private bill to incorporate the 
corporation of the district of 
Vancouver. (No. 3.)

By Mr. Manson—From the city of 
Prince Rupert-,'for leave to introduce a 
private hill to validate a certain by
law. (No. 8.)

Mr. Wlillapis continued the debate on 
the address in reply to the speech from 
the throne. He said that e' er since he 
had beep in the house he had availed 

. himself of this opportunity to express 
, himself, and h» was more anxious to do 
so on this occasion than ever because 
he found more and more to criticize as 
time went on. He was sorry that the 
member for Nanaimo was absent, but 
was able to announce that ln a few 
daye he would be back In his seat, and 
the house would be the better for his 
presence. He- would omit mention of 
the first paragraph of the speech, but 

caking of the death of the King-», 
pointer, there was “something lntang- 

" ibla" about that good old gentleman 
that no one else could fill.

"From my position in the house,’ 
continued Mr. Williams, “it would be 
a loss of time for the to analyze the af
fairs of the province- from the stands 
point of the Soclailets. All we can do 
Is to review its actions from the stand
point of the moral code of the present 
day. It Is usual to congratulate the 

and seconder of the address, and 
on this occasion I can de so. I under
stand to some extent the -figure used 
sofnetimes ih ancient history where celt- 
tain people were asked to make bricks

$ That Attorney-General Bowser meant ex
actly what he said a few days ago when 
intimating that a general reduction in the 
number of licensed houses in the rural dis
tricts was imminent is emphasized by the 
proteats that are already coming in from 
those who were licensees but are such no 
longer. The ministerial course is based 
wholly upon the license inspectors* reports, 
the cancellations ordered and contemplated 
being for active violations of the law or for 
failure on the part of the licensees in unor
ganized districts to meet the requirements 
named In the act -for licensed hotel prem
ises—as in the matter of diningroom, 
guestroom and stabling accommodation, li
censees living with their families upon the 
premises, etc.

It is also reported that many road houses 
have taken long chances with the ljpixv in 
selling during prohibited hours, in sailing 
to chauffeurs, to minors and to interdicts, 
and also in permitting their establishment 
to be use<l for Improper purpose*. That 
certain road houses on highways radiating 
from Victoria have been among the worst 
offenders is matter of departmental knowl
edge, and instead of initiating prosecutions 
It is not improbable that penalty 
paid in cancelled licenses. *

Nelson, Rossland, Phoeqfx and a number 
of other interior towns have taken a hint 
from the cdurse that Is being pursued by 
the department, and cancelled licenses wl*4re 
the standard of hotel accommodation^' has 
fallen short. Other towns will act simil
arly In the public Interest. Among the 
well known houses in the unorganized dis
tricts which have already been cut off the 
license list are the hotels at Clinton and 
the Newmarket at New Denver.

In connection with the latter, action waa 
taken by Chief Black,of Nelson, on tele* 
graphed Instruction fromx Superintendent 
Campbell. The friends of the 
Henry Stege. are now exerting themselves 
to the utmost to obtain reconifderatto* of 
the official action, alleging that It must 
have been based upon incorrect and mis
leading reports. And to make strong his 
h.andA wIr" ®tege, ha* secured ia1 petition 
signed by virtually ajl the actiVe church- 
workers and temperance champion, of New 
Denver atteatln* hi, especial fitness to an.

LONDON,. Jan. 16.—The cotton trade 
conference at Manchester 
submit) to the Operatives' association a 
proposal for tbe settlement of the dis
pute, subjecting-to a six months truce 
the question of the employment of non- 
unionists.

Sir George Askwith, the arbitrator, 
probably will subro'ft to the employers 
and the men sn'ggestions whereby both 
sides can maintain their principles 
without injuring the rights of eàcli 
other. Neither side shall be entitled to 
take action on. the non-unionist ques
tion, which will involve the stoppage 
of the machinery without giving six 
months written notice to the other 
side. 1

The conference adjourned until Jan
uary 19 th:

The situation in regard to the pro
posed strike of coal miners remains 
unsettled. Out of 350,000 ballots so far 
cast by the miners on the matter of 
giving notice of a strike on March 1, 
284,000 favored a strike. It is repotted 
that the British government is making 
tentative arrangements to import Am
erican coal for the navy in the event 
of a strike.

decided to

West career,
l engineer Blamed

MONTREAL, Jan. 16.—The coroner - 
jury found Engineer J. C. Hamiltcr: 
criminally responsible for the wreck c 
the C. P. R. Montreal-Quebee line, whic: 
resulted in the death of 
Hamilton was the engineer on the fir=: 
engine of the double-header from Qut 
bee, which crashed into the train from 
Montreal, which was standing at S' 
Vincent de Paul station, expecting the 
train from Quebec to take' the sidinc 
Hamilton is still in the hospital suffei 
ing from a broken leg and internal in
juries. Hamilton in a deposition ad- dfl 
nitted that he noted the steamer brake 
on his engine was not working some 
time before he signalled to tile engine 
behind, and thought the signals were 
understood.
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British Coal Dispute

LONDON, Jan. 17.—As a result of a 
meeting of coal miners held at Blrming 
ham today employers add workers ma 

regards the "English coal field -
“A Besieged

agree as
and an early settlement may be-looke- 
for. The dispute affects about 100,-00Two Asphyxiated

SAN FRANCISCO " Jan. 16—The 
bodies of Mrs. Jennie" Sonberg and Ed
ward Conner», a roomer, .were found in 
the Sonberg home today,when the police 
forced an entrance to investigate neigh
bor»' report that Mrs. Sonberg had not 
been seen for several days. Smoke as
phyxiation from a fire started by an 
accidentally overturned tamp, was given

men.
licensee,E Caught In Machinery

PORTLAND, Ore., Jan. 16.—Caug
in a rapidly revolving pulley*, James 
Turner, 54 years old, was whirled 
his death today, 
torn completely off. 
had a fractured shin and many other 
juries. He died almost instantly.

'
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