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ALDERMAN GLEASON 
BRINGS BACK IBEAS

NATURAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY RESUMES

borough the system of making the 
tar macadam roads, which it Is pro­
posed to try here, was Investigated 
from the beginning to the end of the 
process and figures of cost and plans 
were secured by Alderman Gleason 
who will submit them to the streets, 
bridges and sewers committee of the 
local city council here: In fact, in 
the great majority, of cities the fine 
roads were a feature of the municipal 
undertakings and the dust nuisance, 
so troublesome to Victorians, was an 
unknown quantity. One secret of the 
fine roads found in England, was the 
great care taken In laying -them and 
the constant attention given them. 
Rough shod methods are not allowed.

What Glasgow Has Done

AW MARI!- ï. I. s.

Here’s Your Chance FROM
WilhSirbmit Results of His Ob­
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Prepare for Season’s Work— 
Deprecate Damage to 
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Voyage Again 
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(From Thursday’s Daily)
After a three months trip to Great 

Sri tain and the Continent, during 
which they visited the most important 
cities and viewed the thousand 
one objects of interest which attract 
the attention of the tourist, Alderman 
and Mrs. W. A. Gleason, return 
the city yesterday morning 
benefitted by their trip which they 
thoroughly enjoyed but nevertheless 
glad to once more bo back in Victoria. 
While Alderman Gleason made the 
trip purely on pleasure bent he none 
the less took occasion to carefully look 
into all matters pertaining to municipal 
government in the various cities which 
were visited and he 
home, he states, with many ideas 
which he hopes to see become incor­
porated in local municipal government.

Alderman and Mrs. Gleason, who 
were accompanied by his niece, Miss 
Kinnaird, journeyed from Victoria to 
Montreal via the C.P.R. pnd there 
Joined- a party; consisting ,of~ fe#ty-. 
eight tourists, all of whom made the 
trip. On-thëfr arrival in-England thé: 
first visit was made to Chester, which 
proved, by reason of Its historic asso­
ciations to ..be one. of the most1 inter­
esting cities visited during the tour. 
London, the Mecca of travelers, Was1 
the next stopping place and it was in 
the world’s capital that Alderman 
Gleason first undertook the study of 
municipal problems in the hope of get­
ting ideas adaptable to Victoria. He 
attended a session -of the House of 
Commons and was pres Ait at a meet­
ing of the Westminster council pre­
sided over by the Lord Mayor. A 
round of sight-seeing embraced near­
ly all the important points of interest 
in the great city. No sooner had he 
expressed his desire to secure informa­
tion than every facility for so doing 
was given him and everywhere, not 
only in London but Jn fact during his 
entire trip, nor trouble was spared by 
those in a position to assist him, to 
afford him every opportunity of satis­
fying his desire. In fac,t Alderman 
Gleason declares the many kindnesses 
extended to him proved the most en- 

• Joying feature of his trip and he can­
not speak too highly of the uniform 
courtesy and attention received every­
where he went.

(From Wednesday's Daily)
At the meeting of - the members of 

the Natural History society on Mon­
day evening, the president, Mr. Carl 

“It is in Glasgow that municipal Loewenberg, was in the chair.
Steps were taken towards the pre­

paration of an attractive programme 
in connection with the bi-weekly 
meetings, which will be held during 
the autumn and winter months- 

The constant and malicious acts of 
.. , . , the grossest sort of vandalism and

of the leading men, their earnest work presumably by children of this city, in 
for the Improvement of the city and tearing up and destroying trees, 
its inhabitants, their readiness to give shrubs and flowers of the native 
not only their time but their wealth species which for a long time has been 
towards the public weal, makes it clear a most regrettable 'characteristic on 
how it is possible for cities to under- the part of certain visitors to Beacon 
take such large enterprises and carry Hill park, was then taken up and con» 
them through to successful results.” siderable discussion followed. The at- 

Alderman Gleason had the honor of tention of the city park commissioners 
lunching with ex-Lord Provost, Sir and of the park superintendent, Mr. 
Samuel Chisholm, who spared no effort English, has been directed through 
to give his guest every opportunity of correspondence, to this matter, and 
securing information as. to municipal the society has been assured that 
enterprises every possible effort will be made to

In Edinburgh Alderman Gleason was secure the discontinuance of these 
entertained by Councillor Currie, a discreditable practices, 
brother of Henry Currie, of Weller The intention of the society has for 
Bros. Edinburgh’s method of dealing some years been to adorn this park 
with tramway corporations appealed to with native trees and shrubs, and 
Alderman Gleason. There the city lays plants of every possible description, 
the tracks, which after being leaked a The members of the society are anx- 
certain number of years to the com- ious to impress upon the minds of 
papy revert to the city arjd in Jlme the public in general a proper sense 
the whole system will be municipally- of the shameful thing it is—deliberately 
owned. The company has not the to uproot tree, an,d shrubs, and plants 
right to enter upon any street. -It —which at a very considerable ex­
wishes without thé consent of the penditure of time and trouble have 
council. But white there appeared no been placed in the park solely with 
doubt that the municipal owned tram- the view of adding and in a very ap- 
way system is the most satisfactory, preciable measure, to its adornment 
Alderman Gleason is of the opinion and beautification; while the very 
that of all those systems owned and fact that this war is and has been 
operated by corporations which be saw waged upon desirable specimens of 
on his travels, few give any better ser- native species only adds to the 
vice than that in Victoria, all things enormity of the offence, 
being taken into consideration. In the course of the discussion, the

Efficient Firemen opinion was expressed that neither
the press nor the public placed any 
real value upon the nature of this 
work, which the society has so deeply 
at heart; while it was even said that 
far from discouraging these atrocities, 
they seemed rather inclined to 
courage them, being hopelessly blind 
to the manifold beauties of nature in 
general and 'to the pharms of native 
vegetation in particular.
.The aim of the society is step by 

step to add to the stores which have 
been .already gathered until a collec­
tion which will not only be a credit 
and an honor to the city, but even -to 
the province, as a whole, is accom­
plished; but, of course, this achieve­
ment wiji be rendered an utter impos­
sibility unless every care is taken to 
preserve every item in the catalogue 
of the country’s arboreal and floral riches. ^

Specimens of every native tree, 
shrub and flower are desired, but this 
is a hopeless task, so long as the 
existing absolute indifference on the 
part of the public at large upon this 
subject prevails. At the present time 
bicycles are ruthlessly fun over the 
flower beds, and Mr. Ehgli», the park 
superintendent, admits that an im­
mense dpal of wilful damage has been 
already done,. ' ÿ .>«:• Vi, -

Sir Henri Joiy de Lotbiniere, during 
his governorship, took an extraordin­
ary degree of interest in this whole 
subject, although he strongly favored 
such an extension of the plan and such 
a widening of the field as would In­
troduce the numerous varieties of 
trees and plants that grow elsewhere 
in America, as well as in Europe, and 
which will also thrive advantageously 
here, and in this manner, with Vic­
toria’s unquestioned resources in the 
way-"of climate and soil, a botanical 
park could, with the utmost ease, be 
established either on Beacon Hill or in 
some other suitable locality, that 
would add. a splendour to the city’s 
attractions wjiich could be gained In 
no other way.

Sydney, in New South Wales, is a 
case in point, where can be seen near 
George street, the principal thorough­
fare in that great metropolis, a botani­
cal garden filled with palms, rubber 
trees, plantains, etc., for Sydney’s 
climate is quite sub-tropical, whiqto 
is more than worthy of many ariq 
many a careful visit and examination:

Sir Henri, while here from time ta 
time, gave most interesting lectures 
with the object of exciting an active 
interest in his hobby, while he also 
imparted useful instruction in the im­
portant department of the cultivation 
as well .as the pruning of both trees 
and shrubs. A fine specimen of the 
Madrona, or more correctly, the Ar­
butus Menziesi, As to be seen near the- 
South Park school. This is a remark­
able tree, and is to be found in num­
erous localities up ard down itih-’e* 
coast.

As an instance of the gross careless­
ness which is not uncommon in this 
city, in this relation, it is stated that 
a gr.eat soft maple tree, and a mag­
nificent patriarch which has evidently 
consumed centuries in its alow, growth 
towards ultimate perfection, was not 
long ago seriously injured in the bark 
through being used as a means of 
hauling up an engine, and although 
it is not said that this tree will die, 
it is urged that injury to these trees 
will surely be followed by a corres­
ponding decay in the branches and top.

;jt
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ownership has been, brought to its 
greatest perfection and the success 
which the system has attained is 
shown in the better service, cheaper 
rates, and better conditions of labor 
for the working classes employed on 
the utilitiesi The great public spirit

ed to 
much Capt, H. K. Jad 

ese Prôfessori 
Fasse

A Splendid Leather 
Bound

s

I•-X; h

Webster’s
Dictionary

(From Thure 
•For the second ti 

of three stowaway; 
of the Nippon Yus 
Aki Maru, was en 

unauthorized pt 
on the Japanese lirn 
age he was given it 
away and deported, 
Maru was five daj 
hâma on her pres< 

- two other stowawa 
cabin locker in th 
Japanese steamer, 
hungry, having se< 
plied with food wh 
three were given in 
police on arrival o 
vvli! be held until 
two weeks hence ft 

The Aki Maru t-tj 
intermediate and Î 
gers and landed 3 
steerage passengers 
was 1,920 tons, of 1 
landed at-the outer 
passengers included 
general manager i 
Nippon Yusen Kail 
ing to England afti 
where he received 
Rising Sun from th 
James and the Mil 
pAnied by S. Konc 
Kjtmdon, president 
sen Kaisha, who i 
trip to England, 
b&n confined to : 
from a severe colt 
days and will seel 
on arrival at Seatt 
of the Imperial un 
to Berlin to alter 
electrical workers, 
and N. Masuda w 
land to -study som 
which the govern! 
F. R. Bryant, a ba 
Malay states, whei 
terested in tin ml 
$50,000 profit last y 
debarked here and 
Vancouver yesterdi 
14 Epperley, wife t 
dent, and child, wej 
flon, and A. J. Sot 
chant returned 1 
(eighth Oriental bu 
oj-Mr. Souza said: • 
«ÿng extensively .1

Æinanctal situation j

fferffswt;
fccontracts. The Ja 
lo take delivery oj 
nnd on, the way to 
■Mâtiné depressior 
■re being occasion 
■The taxes are grai 
Bias been found n 
eitrtail governmen 
lbefore we left, M 
mew premier, anm 
fcdlicy in which it 
fcilrtallment of tU 
wen, should be mi 
ldre. Of this 
from the mill 
cent from the nd 
The Japanese are 
parafions to receij 
battleship squadrq 

and arra; 
completed by the i 
very big haval nr 
1$6 warships of 
part, timed for ,t 
manouevres begin 
before the United 
squadron Is ache 
China the recent 
storms have rece 
losses in the sou 
phoon did damag 
000,000 at Hongko 

The Aki Maru 
near thé meridi 
dropped to 28.87 
blew with a ver 
flooded the vessè 
inboard, but no d 
to the vessel. Th< 
to have been dat 

/ up as,follows. F 
j 837 packages; ma 
' bamboo, 6,648; ri 

nuts, 638 sacks; 1 
porcelain and cm 
visions, 2,450 pac; 
eral merchandise, 
silk goods, 841 b 
uOO. For Victoria 
400 bags of sugar 
Packages and tu 
tubs of mlsu an'< 
ages of general n 

For the first ti 
being waged age 
China became e 
Chinese on board 
ers. Qn the Ak 
steerage passeng 
the wrath of the 
age on a Japane

has returned
i r

an
!i

a i u *6If.*:. If
? WMtÜ **

y J ’T*

With a Patent Thumb 
Index and

L

8' •
0"

The
Colonist

m

A
V •

V/V

For Two Months fortote

One of the most interesting sights, 
from the municipal standpoint, which 
Alderman Gleason saw while abroad, 
was a practice drill of the headquar­
ters force of firemen in London, and 
the exhibition was one which it would 
be impossible to better.

Liquor Traffic
Alderman Gleason did not fail to 

take cognizance of the liquor question 
while abroad, and he was surprised to 
see the extent of the traffic in London. 
The corner saloon was very much in 
evidence, many of them worse than 
Victoria’s worst, and fights and brawls, 
both males and females participating, 
were of common occurrence in the 
rougher portions of London and other 
cities in England, though on the con­
tinent he did not see a drunken man 
or woman during his entire visit, and 
so far as he could see, the saloon sys­
tem was not countenanced, the places 
-of entertainment in this line being or­
derly and the great part of the drink­
ing being done in gardens and places 
where men and their,wives and chil­
dren congregated and, where disorderly 
conduct was upknowh._and would not 
be allowed. But while' the continental
s"»!,
that Alderman GfeaStin wojuld "advocate 
for Victoria.

Alderman Gleason and his compan­
ions returned to Victoria by way of 
Niagara Falls, Chicago, Denver, Salt 
Lake City, Portland and Seattle.

“And we are all delighted to get 
back home,” he declared. “After all, 
Victoria, to my mind, is the most 
beautifully situated of any of the cities 
we visited, and a little more public 
spirit shown by its citizens will make 
it the finest city on the map."

$3.00i
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On the Continent
From London the travelers visited 

Paris with its wealth of interesting 
sights, galleries and objects of historic 
interest A week proved all too short 
and passed all too quickly though the 
French capital did not, much to Al­
derman Gleason’s disappointment and 
surprise, come up to? his expectations 
from the municipal standpoint. After 
a pleasant week in Switzerland the 
trip was continued on to Rome, where 
the blending of the modern with the 
great past lent
terest not encountered in any 
city visited. Here a week was also 
spent and every waking flour wan fully 
occupied In the visits to the ancient 
ruins, still in a wonderful state of 
ftra*rvatlon, to the King’s palace, the 
mBgni|icent municipal buildings, the 
Pantheon and the hundred and one 
other Interesting sights. The tourists 
attended Supday morning mass at St. 
Peters’ where His Holiness, Pope Pius, 
received the homage of the tremendous 
throng, and also witnessed the cere­
monies attending the celebration of 
the anniversary of the death of the 
late King Humbert, whose tomb

i
<

>
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Toronto university, labels 
giving both their botanical a magnificent view was obtained of'T 

a country that was indeed a revela­
tion to the writer.

Along the left bank of the river was 
seen strips of excellent timbered land 
and behind this large open 
meadows of rich soil, easily drained.
From the top of the mountain one 
obtains An unbroken view of the up*- 
per valley for ten or fifteen miles.
The soil Is rich, fertile and productive, 
yielding, I am told, splendid crops 
of potatoes, carrots, turnips, green 
com, etc., and further I was Informed 
that there is entire freedom from 
summer frosts. The country is cov­
ered with groves of spruce, cedar and 
hemlock intermixed with large cotton­
woods with open areas covered with 
a light growth of underbrush, making 

. it a much easier task to clear than 
is usual on the coast.

It has been proved beyond a doubt 
that fruit, apples, I cherries, plums, and 
all small fruit, will do well in the 
upper valley, and from thence on to 
the Skeena valley, and I am convinced 
that in time this- will be a splendid 
fruit country. Twenty acres of this 
land cleared and planted in fruit 
would be a good home. All that is
wanted is the right kind of settlers , , . .....__ .
with little capital and willing to lend that does not carry 1,000 feet of pert to the islands, and will Increase 
work. , merchantable timber to the acre. this subsidy to $16,000 a year in order

The climate is very equable, the very ' A few months ago a number Of in- that a still better mail service may be 
moderate rainfall makirig irrigation tending settlers applied to the govern- given its settlers. Jedway is progrès - 
unnecessary. The residents tell me ment to remove this reserve (contain- sive, full of enterprise and claims a 
that the snow fall is heavy, but as it ‘nF fifty square miles, more or less) class of business men and resident's 
comes late and disappears early, from but as yet nothing has been done, and which would be a welcome addition to 
the farmer’s point* of view this is an I as I am anxious to make a home in a large metropolis, and boasts of men 
advanatge, this valley, I intend with my associ- who work hand in glove with an esprit

Throughout its whole extent the ates to appeal to them once more to de corps that is hard to beat, 
country is watered by innumerable fit® the reserve now, so that home- Moresby island at present is more 
streams and lakes, many of the form- stead seekers may be enabled to1 look fortunate than any other portion of
er being of considerable size. These over the country ebfore the snow files the islands, inasmuch as its mining in­
waters as well as the harbor and and winter sets in. terests are more advanced and special
channel abound with fish of many JOSEPH C, BREWER. ore steamers are now running monthly
varieties, while the forests are fun of --------------------- between ithere and the smelters. The
pime; grouse are plentiful all winter DDfinDCOO 10 DiDIII Copper Queen, the property of Seattle
long; geese and ducks abound, whilst I |l|| II If Calai 111 KAr III capitalists, will soon be ready to ship,
bear, wolves, marten, mink and other . -T.™ *7 * . and the Eagle Tree, a very promising
fur bearing animals range almost un- (IM I IlCCM PU I DI fiTTEO Property and controlled by the Tyee
molested in the surrounding hills. Uli UvLLll uOAIILU I 1 Lo ^«PPer company, Ladysmith, has com-

The government is putting 'in an " ~ menced active operations:
excellent wagon road from the wharf -, , . , _ , At Collison bay, to the southeast,
?L hf.£est Side the ha,;b?r °» into!Canadian and American Capi- much mMnK is going on. a syndicate
the valley and when completed it wilt +_i „ UZ--LU Pf Bellingham capitalists are opérât-be a great boon and convenience, to tal U8Vel0ping Wealth 0T (ing the Bellingham Copper mine, a
present and intending settlers. This +U- IcIonHc very rlch property, which has under-
road and its continuation to the ll,c loiailUo gone considerable development, and
Skeena will be the only outlet from r they also will be in a position to begin
the whole Skeena and Bulkley valley Jedway, Sept 15.—The attention of shipments at an early date. Grouped 
country during the coming winter, as Canadian and American capital Is rap- close to these properties are the Thun- 
the Skeena river at present the only , Idly being centred Upon the Queen der, the Minnie and the Meal Ticket, 
highway into the interior, is usually Charlotte Islands. During the past which are bonded to Montreal capital-
closed from November to the first of year development work among their lets, who are getting ready to begin
May. A railway through the country rich mining properties has progressed active work. Another very promising 
just described would mean the opening with such rapidity that today large property which recently was acquired
up and populating of a vast and shipments of rich ore are being made by a Vancouver syndicate, is the Cop-
charming section of British Columbia regularly to the smelters, and stam- per Coin
—only two days’ run from Victoria pede to rich grounds are of frequent It may be stated that conditions all 
rrr,Yan5?uveI by steamer. , occurrence. over the island are particularly prom-
The Grand Trunk Pacific, I hear, ! The actual commercial birth of the ising; big strikes have been made on 

a-charter for a railway from Queen Charlotte islands may* be said the west coast and over twenty pros- 
Kltlmat to Hazelten. passing directly to date from 1906, when their untold pectors have left Jedway for Tasso 
through the country mentioned, and mineral, fishing, agricultural and tttn- Harbor, and from last reports big re- 
are supposed to be building the line, her resources were first -made known, suits are anticipated.
but so far there is no sign of con- Since then prospecting on a large scale —., ______

,,n at theKltimat end, though I has taken place and prosperous towns while proceeding down the straits 
was informed that a- few men have today have sprung up where for ages on Sundav afternoon m a trying ex- 
been sènt up to clear the right pt way silence and wealth have clasped Hands edition of
wYmv,? tïî aS town: but as yet noth- The early settlers located on the -south por,1 An'-eU-s ra°ift on^mMdinz
ing -has been heard of them, and I side of Moresby island, no doubt from wt'1*
imagine^very little has been done. the fact of its beings, the logical situa- ïf k* . ashore at tne mouth of the.

The building of a railroad here tton from a climatic, standpoint Here ? wbf r*ver, five miles west of Port 
sim diJPeet Ylth n,° gTeat engineering a handful of men built the first log L,»g?ûeS' fl’ld.was tota y wrecked. Dur- difflcultles, either In grades or bridg-I cabin, and] after staking numerous rich ,n* the ?t,!* breeze prevailing the tiller 
es; there would be little or no blast- claims, decided to name their neiv ropes of tbe 1)tt,e CTaft wer* carried 
ing; and the hills are low arid free home Jedway. What a contrast' away’ leaving her helpless. The man 
from snow slides. In fact as far as What a transformation scene has taken wbo kccompanled Capt. Hall, Mlttge 
I can Judge it would be difficult to place at Jedway in two years. Yet by hame, attempted to make shore in 
conceive a more favorable route Jedway Is practically in its swaddling a sma" boat, but It was caught in the 
tnrough the coast range than this clothes, but a promising and vigorous heavy surf, overturned, and the man 
one, Or as capable of being construct- Infant. Today it has a weekly run of was drowned.
eVh° r^£,dJy-and K1 ,?° lQw a cost. ' steamers to Vancduver.' Victoria, Port Farm hands from a neighboring 
mint\JThi= « W Mk tc\the Settle- Simpson. Prince Rupert and Port Es- ranch, who witnessed the accident.

WK thlt Va ley at Present is sington Its rapid growth has com- Anally succeeded in rescuing leapt, 
reserve* PrtYnsw bav® a Pelfed^the government to recognize Its Hall, after much difficulty. The body
vM?ov fr^m tldi waîri? aP JP® ‘"portance as a commercial centre end of Mittge was not recovered. The man
Whole nfYhe l.mYi-itL f ^ the alr,eady the government has appro- Is said to have been a recent deserter U^ of°the vJl^^hllnkeud hv ,7m" ^ lh»tfll1?'000 f year !™« the British bark Balmoral, now 
her leases covX'g8 in^ ins^s loadIn* whaat “ Tacoma for th. Uni,

are affixed
and ordin­

ary names as well as the region from 
whence they come. It is intended to 
make an effort towards having the 
same thing done here. It forms cer» 
tainly an interesting feature in any 
park or in any' grounds.

The retirement of Mr. J. R. Ander­
son from his position in the govern­
ment service, is warmly regretted by 
many members of the society as hé 
uniformly took a deep Interest In their 
proceedings, and was always both 
willing and anxious to assist them in 
carrying out their most commendable 
objects.

The next meeting will be held three 
weeks from Monday evening, the 14th 
inst.

jjf Preserving Fruits ^beaver

... . ... j mm mmnma
simply lost to view under the mass of 
beautiful flowers sent by the patriotic 
Italians.

Among the many pleasant trips 
made into the environs of the Eternal 
City was one out along the famous 
Appian way through the very gate by 
which Paul entered Rome over 1900 
years ago while visits to the cata­
combs, the Coliseum, the Forum and 
a host of other places were crowded 
into the short time at the disposal of 
the visitors.

After a brief stay in Vienna which, 
Alderman Gleason believes, possesses 
the finest municipal buildings of any 
city in Europe visited by him, the re­
turn was made via Berlin.

For fruit it’ll pay you to come here. I have the finest selected 
specimens from the best orchards.
Peaches from Peachland, per crate........................ .. .
Peaches, Free Stone from Oregon, per crate ..
Prunes, per crate ................................................................
Pond Seedling Plums, exceedingly large, per crate
Tomatoes, per basket ....................... .................................
Cantalopes Each...

$1.25Improvements to Cathedral.
The painting of the exterior of 

Christ church cathedral, which has 
been begun, is In the hands of the 
Melrose company. The work will cost 
$700. The contract for the reseating 
of the nave and aisles has been 
awarded to Messrs. Weller Bros., the 
amount in question being .$1,000. The 
new pews will not only he higher and 
more roomy, but will also be

older specimens, 
which they will replace. The remodel­
ling of the cathedral organ will cost 
$1,760; and the contract has been 
taken by Mr. Roberts, an English 
gentleman, who in addition to much 
other work that he has done in this 
pity and province, had' charge of'the 
improvements which were made some 
time since to the organ in St. John's 
church. Four new stops will be 
placed in the swell organ", which sup­
plies the softer notes; the keys, whfch 
are at the present time unusually hard 
to the touch, will in this respect be 
improved; while an electric blower 
will be provided. Its fan will be lo­
cated in the belfry, whence the cur­
rent; which will be produced by the 
rapid revolutions of the fan, will be 
conducted by means of pipes into the 
organ bellows. The general appear­
ance of the organ, as well as -the tone 
and volume of the instrument, will be 
materially enhanced.

..$1.00 30 p 
tary75c

90c
... ............. 25c

• •••••••••...10c- ......

Just received another shipment of Fresh Alberta Butter,AN APPRECIATION OF 
THE MAT VALLEY

I have 
only, per lb. . : k

25c

W.O. Wallace The Family Cash Grocermore
ornate than the

j Phone 312 Cor. Yates * Douglas
Civic Buildings 

“One thing which struck me Correspondent Writes of Sec­
tion Maligned in English 

Press

. _ „ _ * ■PPRBUMM
forcibly during my trip through Great 
Britain and the Continent?’ said Al­
derman Gleason, "was the great at­
tention paid to the civic buildings 
Everywhere we went the centre of 
municipal government proved to be 
one of the finest structures and 
parently nothing was too costly in 
the way of municipal adornment. On 
every hand were evidences that the 
wealthy people took the greatest pos­
sible pride in their city. The great 
museums, stored with artistic treas­
ures, the fine parks, libraries, etc., all 
testified to the vast amount of money 
given by private people and munici­
palities towards the beautifying of the 
various cities. It was a lesson which 
might well be taken to heart here and 
there is no reason why a start can not 
be made in Victoria which, of all the 
cities I visited, is the most beautifully 
situated and lends itself so perfectly 
to adornment.”

At Berlin, Alderman Gleason met the 
Burgomaster, was most hospitably en­
tertained and every department of "the 
civic administration particularly those 
of the waterworks and civic banking 
was investigated. One thing 
struck him was the care which

i -

In view, of the unfair and grossly 
libellous statements of a recent cor­
respondent of the Yorkshire Post, the 
following letter, from a gentleman 
thoroughly cqnversant with the 
Kitimat Valley is of interest for the 
same epistle contained several para­
graphs maligning that section df Brit­
ish Columbia:

ap-

■
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Kitimat, B.C., Sept. 1, 1908. 
To the Editor of the Daily and Weekly

Colonist, Victoria, B.C.
Sir:—Having j,ust returned from an 

extended totir through the Kitimat 
valley, and seeing that the Provincial 
government is building a good wagon 
road from the wharf on the west side 
of the harbor, lip the valley, 1t may 
interest the general public’to read an 
unbiased account of this neglected 
portion of the province.

Kitimat valley commences at the 
head of the Kitiihat arm of Douglas 
channel, an approach from the ocean 
unsurpassed on the whole coast of 
British Columbia; an arm of' the sea 
from three to five miles wide and 
without an obstruction of any kind 
and free from fogs, with a bold ap­
proach from the south end of the 
Queen Charlotte islands, makes it, in 
the opinion of such Well known navi­
gators as Captain McCoskrie, an ideal 
route for ocean vessels. The harbor, 
well sheltered and with good anchor­
age, is 'Undoubtedly one dt the finest 
on the coast.

The Kitimat valley frtim the har­
bor through its enirte length of from 
twenty-five to thirty miles Is from 
three to five miles ip width, the moun­
tains bordering both the upper and 
lower valleys, are not high but slope 
off gradually receding in benches to 
the mt<ln mountains and everi these 
are not of any great height, thus al­
lowing the sun free access the whole 
day long which is an . advantage not 
to be found in- any of the other val­
leys of the coast. It lies nearly north 
and south and is traversed the entire 
leqgth by the Kitimat river, which is- 
navigable for boats and during high 
water for light draught steamers for 
twenty miles. Jt id estimated (pat 
from 76 to 100 square miles of first 
class agricultural country was «seen 
covering what was considered the 
widest and most desirable vallev on 
the coast, without exception arid which 
undoubtedly would make an ideal set­
tlement.

An excursion to the top of - Kiti­
mat mountain, about six miles fi»m 
the harbor was made and from which■ill- ■ :> .. tV:.., ' / V
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SCH00L EXHIBIT
City Scholars Will Make Good Show­

ing at Coming Fair One plan is to line the driveway in 
Beacon Hill park with noble specimens 
of the Arbutus which is an evergreen 
and of the Dogwood, which is a de­
ciduous tree; while both bear the red'' 
berries which are such an attractive 
feature in vegetation during the 
bre winter season.

Fire, that relentless and unsatiable 
enemy of all forest growth, unhappily 
destroyed many excellent trees In the 
park during_the past summer.

Two varieties of the Spiraea are 
native to the province, and while both 
are worthy of perpétuation, they have 
this unfortunate defect, that their 
blooms soon fade. The beautiful dense­
ly. fragrant Syrlnga Alba, which is to 
be found in such abundance in the 
woods, along the banks of the coast 
section of the Fraser river, is chiefly 
conspicuous in this city by Its absence, 
although much of it can be observed 
in far-off Toronto, and even down in 
the central parts of that city, where a 
lofty elm, upon one broad avenue. Col­
lege Street west, has been left un­
touched amid the arid asphalt; while 
in another part, on Sherbourne street, 
where a range of noble elms was en­
countered, the sidewalk was carried 
carefully around them, leaving these 
handsome remnants of the original 
forest unharmed and in the full en­
joyment of their unquestioned 
deur.

The Canadian elm, Ulmus Canadien- 
sis, is one of the most splendid trees 
to be found in the whole world, and 
a genuine specimen should instinctive­
ly excite reverence in the mind of even 
the most untutored savage..

In the collection of trees, native and 
exterior, which plentifully sprinkles 
the somewhat spacious grounds 0f

This year’s school exhibit at the 
provincial fair promises to be an 
Important one and one that will com­
pare most favorably with those made 
in previous 
given about 
every Inch available will be used In 
fact it is probable that when the ex­
hibits arc arranged it will be found 
that not enough 
granted. Complete exhibits of penman- 
manship, drawing, maps, product of 
the manual training school and many 
other samples of the scholarship and 
handicraft of the pupils will be made. 
A meeting of the city principals was 
held on Monday evening in Superin­
tendent Paul’s office when arrange­
ments were arrived at towards the 
proper display and classification of 
the exhibits and on Friday afternoon 
and Saturday the work of placing the 
exhibits will be undertaken.

whltih■PMU . jmi gpunm
taken to roof to all the reservoirs used 
in the waterworks system, something 
which, he believes, might well be done 
here, thus preventing any possible 
contamination of the water from out­
side resources. The wonderful civic 
banking system of the Gerinan capital 
was also a source of study. In the 
magnificent building in which this 
civic undertaking is boused but few 
corners were left unvisited and some 
idea of the magnitude of the opera­
tions of tbe institution was gained 
when it was learned that in each of 
the eighteen departments there were 
handled no less than 65,000 individual 
accounts and that depositors are re­
ceiving three «perycent. of their de­
posits Instead of one and one-half per 
cent, as paid by the banking corpora­
tions. The system of bookkeeping and 
the conduct of the various depart­
ments wero all explained to Alderman 
Gleason and proved a veritable revela­
tion $o what ^ municipal enterprise 
can be^ made.
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Work on the laying of the cemetery 
extension of the electric tramway line 
is progressing though owing to the 
quantity of rock excavation on May 
street progress is slower than on 
other portions of the road. A gang 
of about seventy-five men is now em­
ployed on the work, and it Unexpected 
that in the next month or two the line 
will be completed.

Municipal Ownership
From Berlin the travelers 

to England and after further
. gran-

returned__
sight-seeing in London a tour of the 
Island was made particularly to those 
cities where municipal enterprise has 
been most successful, Huddersfield 
Scarborough, Glasgow, while

R. F. Tolmie, deputy minister of 
mines, has left for a trip through AtUn 
on departmental business. This is one 
of the tours which Mr. Tolmie takes at 
intervals in the administration -of the 
affairs of hi» office.

the
— m ... other

centres such as . York and Edinburgh 
a * occupied their attention. At Scar-
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