poliey of granting railway subsidies. - It
comes chiefly from those papers which
are printed dn cities having all the rail-
way connection they can possibly need,
and in the centres of districts gridironed
by steel rails. Because they bave all
‘they need; sthey;: are - not ing that
other localities shall Teceive due con-
sideration. The large Eastern cities are
just a little too dictatorial in matters of
this kind. They may be the distributing

OUR VISITORS,

Victoria welcomes the.members of the
Women'’s Oouneil. If they had come to
the Coast principally to see the country
we should all be glad to. see them, for
our great complaint against the East is
that too few people come from that part
of Canada to this. But they have other
motives in making the journey, and these
make them doubly welcome. The
Women’s Council may fairly be said to

~ The Meceting
of

beach. . Steamers will not go there un-{some one who knows enough about Brit-
less in the hope of 'getting big prices| ish Columbia to be able to meet the rea-
from persons anxious to.flee from pestil-[ sonable demands of all inquirers.

ence during the few weeks remaining| (The intention of the government to take
of open mavigation. If the placeiwere| up the questign of Japanese immigra-
in Canada, we should call upon the| tion and the Federal and Imperial gov-
government to take action gt once tOlérnments with?the view of protecting
remove it possible the unfortunate|the province against what threatens to
people. | The United States authorities| be an alarming influx, will be generally
on the ground are doing what they can,| commended. A few hot-headed  people
but we greatly fear that, unless all| may think that radical legislatiod ought

ported Mr. Booth on so many occasions
when he has appealed to the clectorate,
congratnlates him most heartily upon
his choice by the house to preside over
its deliberations.

IN CHINA.

“The Colonist.
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The Council
Of Women

THE FISHERMEN'S STRIKE.

From ﬁresent appearances . the fisher-
men’s strike will result in the closing
down of the canneries and the loss to

‘Resume [of the
Duriug ({the
Week.

Delegates From the Eastern
Provinces Arrived Here
Last Evening.

About all that any one can do in re-
gard to events in China and in connec-
tion therewith is to speculate. It is
hardly safe to .believe anything. The

the province of -fully $2,000,000. The
burden of the evil will not fall upon the
canners, who can probably carry over to
another year the liabilities which they
have incurred ‘on account of preparations
for the abortive work of this year. The
great harm will result to the general pub-
lic. Something like 10,000 or 12,000 peo-
ple rely upon the fisheries for their sub-
sistence during the summer, and many
of these persons have already beén allow-
ed to go in debt by retail merchants in
view of their prospects of getting employ-
ment, The same class of merchants have
provided for a summer’s business on the
strength-of the fisheries. They will feel
the effects of the strike very seriously,
and any embarrassment which may affect
them will also touch the wholesalers who
supply them. It is true that as the de-
mand for labor is very good, many of the

ﬁzhermeg will find no difficulty in getting

be representative of the work now being
done by the women of Canada outside of
the home, social and business circles. The
sphere of usefulness open to women is
widening every year, and while no one
will deny that their chief place is in the
home, it must be admitted that their in-
fluence is showing itself pewerful for
good in wider fields. To say that ~women’s
organizations have made no mistakes
would be to take them out of list of
human institutions, Their strefigth lies
in their humanity. A wonderful thing
about it is that the field in which they
labor is a new one. 'We may never know
the name of the Columbus who discovered
it, but whoever.she may have been, she
has laid the race under an eternal obli-
gation. .

It is dificult to understand how the
complex civilization of the present day

employment in other parts of the prov-

‘stand

" than anyone, The fishermen’s strike il-

lustrates forcibly the folly to which labor
unions will at times resort under the lead-
.-ership of unreasonable men. Those who
4dre in a position to know say that the
great majority of the fishermen were per-
fectly content to work for the price of-
fered by the canners, This shows that
the price was one at which good wages
«<owld be made. It may be perfectly true
that a man eamnmot get rich by eatching
salmon at 20 cents each, but how many
of us manage to get rich no matter what
our ecarnings may be? The effort of the
strike leaders seems to have been to com-
.. pel the ganners to pay a rate which the
" trade will not stand. - A well-informed
canner, who was asked the other day
why he did not present his figures to the
fishermen in order to convince them that
20 cents was the maximum price that
could be paid, answered: ‘“We did show
them our figures; but they would not be-
lieve us.” When asked who would not
believe them, he said he referred to the
strike leaders. The generality of the
‘fishézmen are willing to accept their em-
ployers’ word, Here we have a case in
which, the men; who know the details of
the business, submit a statement of them
o those whom, they desire to employ, and
ithe statement shows that the price offer-
. &d is all that the business will stand, and
.yet at the instigation of agitators the em-
‘ployees refuse ‘to accept the statement
as true. 'What is the use in talking about
.arbitration and conciliation to such peo-
¥ ple? &
. The government, not only of the prov-
dnce, but also of the gzminion, will have
‘to grapple with the strike

R e

but

~ we do insist that if a man wishes to work

at a rate of pay available, he oaght to be

.. protected by the law in the exercise of

7

l/

~his right to do so as a free-British sub-

# ject. There is no tyranny so dangerous
‘and unreasonable as the tyranny of the
.demagogue, who is generally a man hav-
Jing no business of his own and therefore
desirous of regulating -every one else’s
.affairs. We are opposed to laws coercive
of the workingman, and we are opposed
40 organizations which coerce him as no
.government would dare to.

et .

THE BATTLE OF DIEN TSIN.

Now that othér nations than ours have
‘had an opportunity to go up against an
“enemy armed with modern rifles and

fighting ‘from behind walls, there ~will

‘be a better understanding of what our:

-goldiers have had to face in South A¢-
‘rica. In the detailed accounts of the bat-
tle of Tien Tsin, sent to the United States
“papers, it appears that the American ma-
rines ‘were in quite as bad a box as any
-of our fellows in South Natal and suf-
‘fered just as severely. ;The Russians al-
:most made a failure of their attack. The
:,-.Britieh and French seem to have done
pretty well, but to the Japanese belongs
the chief honor of the day. It is to be
remembered, however, that the British,
United States and. French : contingents
~were numerically small, The heavy loss
«of the United States contingent seems
‘40 havé been due either to a misconcep-
tion on the part of their commander of
.the plan decided upon or a wish to act

. indepéndently. His men fought well, and
v - casualty list of mearly 20" per cent.

‘shows what they had to sustain in the
way of fire, "
A notable feature of the battle is the
_ courage with which the Chinese fought
* and the accuracy of their fire. This is
| quite different from what we have been
- aecustomed to expect from the Chinese.
A’ great “deal remains to be told about
+4hig battle, and when it is made public
«vs mnay understand the 'nature of the
:probrem before the powers more clearly
‘than we do at present. The effect of
‘the capture of Tien Tkin has been to com-
pel the Chinese to abandon the ‘territory
. in the immediate vicinity. The area to
which this statement, which comes from
. Admiral Seymour, applies cannot be very
* jarge, for if it was we should ‘be mo
‘Jonger lost in doubt as to the fate of the
legations in Pekin, the distance between
‘fPjen Tsin and Pekin being ‘only ‘about
‘7% iles. If the legations are safe] as
‘is repeatedly alleged, they will probably
. remain so for the present because of the
~capture of Tien Tsin, which will strength-
. en ihe hands of those who aré endeavor-
" “ing to preserve some semblance of order
3in the eapital. o5 Faas A SR

could exist without the co-operation of
en in. pub! ork. ‘The demands

sary, A

~women did not come forward and assume
the responsibility of its performance.
‘We need not go outside of our own city
for proof of this. Take out hospital
work for an example, and others will
oceur to everyreader. “What isbeing done
here is being done all over Canada, and,
in fact, all over every KEnglish-speaking
country. Men simply could not and
wonld not do this work. Most men can
hardly find .timg, or they think they can-
not, to give occasional assistance to wom-
en in this work, which is of a class that
cannot be purchased. It would be utter-
ly impossible to hire people to do what
the ‘'women referred to are doing. It is
all a labor of love, which seeks no re-
ward but that which comes from a con-
sciouness of duty discharged.

e et

THE BUSINESS QUTLOOK.

The general business outlook in Vie-
toria is hopeful. It is reflected in ordin-
ary conversation on the streets. Every-
where the same fecling is manifest.
This is an excellent thing.
of actual coin and currency in a com-
munity does not vary greatly from year
to year, and when money is scarce it
is because people are holding on to if.
Let anything occur to create distrust or
‘misapprehension for -the future, and
people hesitate. about spending money
freely. Consequently it then becomes
scarce. - When people feel that the pros-
pects for the future are fairly good they
loosen their purse-strings and money be:
ccn-es. more plentiful. +Victorians gen-
erally feel that the mear future is full
{ omise, and they are buying more

s only to notice the appearance of
stores ‘and the erowds of shoppers on
the streets to see that an easy feeling
is uppermost in the minds of the people.
There is no doubt that the prospect of
British Columbia becoming a base of
operations in connection with the Chi-
nese difficulties, adds to the feeling of
hopefulness for the future.

The prosperity of the city is reflected
in the improvements made to our busi-
ness houses. We have made many
references in the Colonist to what has
been done in this way during the pres-
ent year. This morning we direct at-
tention elsewhere to the plans of the
Hutcheson Company, who-are evidently
determined upon being not only up te
date, but ready to meet the require-
ments of the expanding business of the
city. The same thing is true of ether
firms, as the mest casual observer has
seen in more than one quarter of the
business section, Such improvements
as these mean progress of a genuine
character. They are 'not made for
show, but because it pays to make them.
We have business establishments on
Government street which are far in ad-
vance of ‘anything looked for in British
Columbia five years ago. What does
this mean, if not that Business is im-
proving? We may not be experiencing
in Victoria the spectacular growth seen
in some other places—a growth too often
followed by depression, but we are ad-
vancing steadily and taking no steps
backward.

IMPORTANT NEWS.

A special despatch from  Ottawa :to
the Colonist says that the government
| has been asked to prepare for the trans-
'portation of a large number of troops
and great quantities  of munitions of
war across the Continent, with a view
to their being employed in the Orient.

This is very important news and will
mean “much to British Columbia, and
indeed to the whole of Canada. Troops
cannot be transported without being fed
and otherwise cared for, and the
moment the movement sets in, bread--
stuffs and .other food products will at
once begin to move westward to the
Coast. These supplies and munitions
of war cannot be moved from place to
place without & ~large expenditure in
money for labor and otherwise. British
Columbia is about to become a pringipal
base of operations for what promises to
be omne of the greatest military, and per-
haps naval, operations.in modern times,
The importanice. of this to British Col-
umbia can’ hardly be overestimated. The
effect upon business of all kinds cannot
fail to be profound.

___—._o___—_——-
RAILWAY SUBSIDIES.
‘We notice a dispositioi on the; part of

The amoant

centres of trade, and hence the customs
house. retiirns may show them to be the
heaviest contributors to the federal rev-
enue, but in point of fact, man for man,
th®e' cities do not bear anything like a
per capita share of the country’s bur-
dens. With a dozen or two trains a day
on lines, largely paid for out of the public
treasury, the city people’ say: “The
tims has come for a change; we really
cannot afford to go on subsidizing roads
in out-of-the-way places that we can
hardly find on the map.” If this - Do-
minion had never undertaken the policy
of subsidiging railways, we .do not know
that we should urge a beginning of -it;
but it has been the rule for thirty-three
years, and there yet remains a large part
of Canada badly in need of railway con-
struction, That eubsidies have been
granted without good cause in many in-
stances wo do not deny, any more than
we claim = that any political party can
afford to throw stones at the other in

do we

no

really open the country to settlement
and enterprise,'nnd that will recoup the
revenue in a short time for all that is
expected in this way. We could if we
chose point out many lines in the East
that never ought to have received a
dollar from any government, and that
would have received wothing if it had not
been for political ~exigencies. At the
same time we can also point to roads
thefe that have paid the country by rea-
son of the increase in business and tax-
paying ability, which they have brought
about..  We ecan also point out in the
West more than one projected road,
which, if aided reaspnably by the federal
exchequer, would richly repay for the
outlay. One of the staunchest advocates
of railway subsidies in' this country is
Sir- Charles Tupper, and in this, as in
many other things, he shows & statesman-
like grasp of the needs of Canada.

PR — | S

A LITTLE PROTEST.

We find in the London Dally Mail
an editorial paragraph from this paper
credited to .the Vancouver Colonist.
This of itself is not 4 matter of any im-
portance. There is no such paper as
the Vancouver Colonist, and anyway we
do not care whethe it is given or
not to this paper for its editorial ex-
préssions of opinion. But not only the
Mail but’ other London papers have a
habit of crediting to Vancouver news
and everything else which comes from
Victoria. Against this we protest, for
it is hardly fair that our sister city

e
news from Victoria, frequently sends it
to. the, press with.a Vancouver. date.
Newspapers cannot guard against this,
but it is none the less annoying.
—_—

NOME AGAIN.

‘We reprint from the Seattle Tves a
story’ from Nome that is fit to place be-
side the most gruesome tale from China.
The outlook on that northern beach is
horrible in the extreme. What the un-
happy people will do, who have been
lured thither by the fairy tales of trans-
portation companies, can only be sur-
mised. . Those ‘newspapers which ex-
ploited the ‘fake gold field to the utmdst
of their ingenuity are equally culpable
with the companies, which sent so many
people north to destitution and death.
We do not suppose that any one deliber-
ately deceived the puble in regard to the
richness  of the placers. , The early
stories, which were brought out, seemed
reasonably substantial. It is true that
experienced ‘men sent out warnings last
fall that the Tich deposits were exhaust-
ed; but’ these Were disregarded by the
public, *ecame they were not made
promifient by newspapers desirous to
build up any kind of a trade for the
cities 'in which they are published. On
the other hand, every rose-colored tale
was played up for a great deal more
than it. was worth. If these stories had
been told of some region near at hand,
no very great amount of harm would
haye been done. People could have got
away when they were disappointed.
But Nome is so remote from centres of
| population, the cost of transportation is
5o large, the season during which ves-
sels can reach the beach is so brief, that
men stranded there ‘are in' a terrible
plight, for- when winter has once set in
they are completely cut off from the rest
of the world. It will be argued on be-
half of the transportation companies and
the newspapers that people ought- to
have thought about these things. This
is quite true, but people did not think
about them, or if they did, the prospects
heid out to them were so alluring that
they decided to take their chances.

1t is fair to all concérned to say that
no one could have reasonably foreseen
the pestilential conditions existing at
Nome. ~ Privations aré common enough
in the North, but as a rule people who
take good care of themselves are ‘as
healthy there as anywhere.  The Colo-
nist warned people against being misled
-into their fortunes. on this:deso:
late beach, but it never oecurred to us
that death swould be stalking abroad be-
fore the summer was OVer, "%

What is going to be done about it?
There are ‘fully 25,000 people, and some
say 30,000, on that horrible beach.
Smallpox- is, raging.. St. Michael has

Eastern nmewspapers to object::to: the

felt compelléll to quarastine against the

| to draw the Jine against a wise policy|
of Tailway subsidizing, a policy that will

| open,

should be adyertised to the world at the} o5,
expense ‘of Nictotia. . ‘Some fone, who|
| has access st some stage to telegraphi

accounts gre very much -exaggerated, it
will be impossible to check the pestil-
ence before winter sets in and a barrier
of ice hides the beach and its horrors
from the world during the long Arectia

winter,
————————

THE SPEECH.

. The Speech with which the legislature
was opened yesterday will be well receiv-
ed by the country. No one expected a
very extensive programme for the session
and there would have been little adverse
comment ‘it it contained only a request
for the house to pass supply and what
few measures” may be regarded as of
pressing importance. But the Speech
does more than this. It recognizes that
a new departure must be:taken in our
provincial affairs and points the way for
future progress. The advisers of the
Lieutenant-Governor recognize that to
carry out any broad -and comprehensive
policy of provinelal development, .
Necessary that the mcial

shall.be -well supplied. They also re-
cognize that in order to maintain the
provincial credit abroad it is important
to show that we have an elastic revenue,
and one that will keep pace with the
growth of the province, Hence they have
come down to the house with an intima-
tion that certain mew lines of taxation
will be adopted, and among them the
imposition of a tonnage tax on coal. The
proposal to tax this industry comes at a
time when it is likely to be remunerative
from a revenue point of view. Never be-
fore has there been such a demand For
coal upon the Pacific Ocean as ‘there is
now, and as there is likely in the future
to be. British Columbia ‘is and must
continue to be one of the chief sources
of supply. We find in the newspapers
of San Francisco and elsewhere specula-
tions as to the ability of this province
to increltse its coal output. -Among other
markets which these papers say will be
and which will/require a large
quantity, is that o2 China, especially as
the European navies in the.China Sea
are being gredatly strengthened. The pro-
posal to place a tax on coal comes, there-
fore, at a very favorable time. What
other methods of increasing the revenue
the govérhmerit may suggest, we are not
in a position to say; but that there are
methods readily available will be admitted
by any one who has given the subject
consideration. ‘The people of British Co-
lambia are not heayvily taxed, and they
are sufiiciently, enterprising not to make
any ohjection to an inerease, when they
have a guarantee, in the character of the
ministry and legislature, that the money
will . be. wisely and .economically expend-
T b thagovernment to ask
for a com gn to inquire into the work-
ing of the mining acts with a view to the
introduction of legislation on the subject
next year is very wise. Mining is at the
present time the most important industry
in the province. It is unlike many other
industries in that it must always be re-
gulated to some extent by legislation, As
investments are made and enterprises are
undertaken in yiew of existing legislation,
that is, the mining laws of the province
are necesearily “incorporated into every
mining prospectus and every mining ven-
ture, it is important that changes in them
should be made as seldom as possible.
To secure immunity from changes it is
expedient that those who are interested
in ‘mining in any way, either as prospec-
tors, investors, managers or miners, shall
be ‘consulted as to what the industry re-
quires for ‘its best development. One of
the Colonist’s: objections to the  eight-
‘hour law wae that it was enacted with-
out consultation with those most inter-
ested on either side of that question. 'We
are glad, therefore, that Mr. Dunsmuir
has decided not to ask the house to sanc-
tion any radical change in the laws re-
lating to mining until he has taken steps
to find out what those most concerned
deem best to be done.

The plan proposed for dealing with the
exceedingly important subject of trunk
roade will commend itself to the people.
Much as this province needs  railways,
it needs highways even more. In the
location and construction of highways
there is in too many cases very little
systematic work. Things are done in a
hap-hazard sort of way, according to the
Btrenuousness of political pressure from
year to year.| If the statement in the
Speech, that the government proposes to
have a survey and report on the various
sections requiring attention, means that
road-building i§ hereafter to be prosecuted
according to' 4 definite plan, there will
be a feeling of universal satisfaction, and
no one wili be more relieved by it than
the members of the house, who will there-
by have given them some sort of protec-
tion from the clamors of their constitu-
ents for improvements, which, though
necessary, are ‘more than can be reason-
ably made.

We feel sure that the public generally
will approve of the decision to place the
Tondon Office on a better footing than it
now is. The Semlin government. made a
mistake ‘when they cut down the- appro-
priation for this office, and as a conse-
quence had to put up with an arrange-
ment, which, without questioning the

-

agent for the province during the last
two years, has been only a temporary
makeshift. We think there is very little
difference of opinion in the Hpuse as to
the desirability of making the office more
in accord with thewneeds and impertance

of the Province, iahd of flling i#with

face of the absolute certainty that it
wouid be disallowed; but we doubt if even

ability of the gentleman who has acted as|.

to be introduced in the house, éven in

M, Martin, who pronounced so strongly
on' the proposal to re-enact disallowed
statutes on this subject, would care to
press for such a line of action in view
of the events now transpiring in the
Orient.

We think that the foregoing ‘matters
and the passage of supply, taken in con-
nection with certain absolutely necessary
legislation, notably the enactment of a
license law, will give the  members as
much business as .they will care to at-
tend to during the summer session, and
we ure very sure that, if they do justice
to them, they will give the province a
new impetus.

% —_—

“YPHE OPENING OF THE HOUSE.

Never in the history of gritieh Colum-
bia, and we fancy that rag@ly in the his-

that whieh took place yesterday. The
Lieutenant-Governor and suite presented
a brilliant appearance, which was height-
ened by the courteous presence of the
ofticers from the .Chilian warship now in
Esquimalt harbor, The gathering of the
public was very attractive, especially as
so many ladies were present, and the fine

tory of Canada, has there been as bril-|:
liant an opening of the legislature as|

statement comes from Russia that the
Czar’s government has handed the Chi-
nese minister his passports. This can
only be in anticipation of an immediate
declaration of war. If it is true, then
an entirely new and exceedingly novel
face is put upon affairs in the Orient.
If Russia is to go to war with China,
what position will the other powers
occupy? If they assist Russia, the fic-
tion that they are only engaged in sup-
pressing disorder will have to be aban-
doned, for it is. obvious that to assist a
nation at war, with another is tanta-
mount to a declaration of war against
the latter nation. o This has more than
a theoretical imy ance, for there are
certgin  restricti upon belligerents,
and ' possibly some privileges accorded
them, which do net affect npations in a
theoretical state of pemce. Certain ar-
ticles becofiie contraband of war in such
an event. During the war with Spain.
ﬂ!e,,ﬂpinish DaAvY. Supposing

rule shoufd be acted on in this war, and
Great” Britain should not declare war
against Olina, Russia could not get her
warships to the Chinese sea for lack of
coal. This is only one of the many
complieations that might arise. Again,
the TUnited States seeks to avoid war

day enabled them to come out in all the
brightness of summer costume. In dig-
nified contrast was the sombre garb of the
visiting clergys As for thé members of
the legislatyfe, it is only a regard for

from saying that they are a good looking
lot of gentlemen, On the whole, the oc-
currence was one upon which this city
and “the 'prBane may justly pride them-
selves.

The temptation presented by so hand-
some an audience was more than Mr.
Joseph Martin could withstand, and so
he made . a speech. He made two
'éleeches, in fact, and if he had not been
guilty of inexcusable incivility towards
Mr. Prentice, no one would have taken
the least exception to his remarks. A
protest against wasting the time of the
country is always in.order from the
leader, of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposi-
tion, and no one ever thinks of taking it
seriously. Xs a matter of fact, the ad-
journment of the house from Thursday
until Monday is not really a waste of
time, Tqr there is bound to be some delay
before({be house settles ‘down to busi-
ness. It is true that'in many parlia-
ments the Speech is taken up on the day
on whiech it is delivered. = Mr. Brown,
of New Westyﬁnster, referred to the
practice of ‘the !
‘parlismentary procedure agree that in
the British House of Commons the
Speech and the Address in reply have
come to be merely a matter of form, and
are not considered as subjects for ex-
tended debate. In our legislature it is
otherwise, and the house always debates
the Address at length. It is, therefore,
only right to give members time to look
over the document and decide what
they shall say upon it. All men are
not, like Mr. Martin and/Mr. Brown,
surcharged with  observatipns on every
imaginable subject, and ey need a
little time to think about what they
will say. = Possibly in some cases delay
leads' members to decide to observe an
eloquent silence, and this is not always
a bad thing. The disposition to air elo-
quence for the benefit of the fair and
intelligent audience was not confined to
My, Martin, but no one else said any-
thing which had better have ‘been left
unsaid. Everyone sympathized < with
Mr. Prentice when he indignantly re-
pelled the attack upon him,

Special mention ought to be made of
the remarks of Mr. Murphy and Mr.
Dickie in moving and seconding the
nomination of Mr. Booth as Speaker.
Both the manner and matter of their
brief speeches were excellent, and gave
premise that in them the house has
gaired valuable additions to its debating
force. Mr. Martin’s very cordial en-
dorsement of the opinions expressed: by
them in regard to the new Speaker will
be agreed to hy every one, either in or
out of the house, who has come in con-
tact with the very worthy gentleman
referred to. i
e (e

MR. SPEAKER BOOTH.
John P. Booth, elected. yesterday to
be Speaker of ‘the ninth parliament of
British Columbia, is no tyro in legislat-
ive matters. = We find his name on the
roll of the first legislature after Confed-
erztion, he having been  elected for
Cowichan. He served until 1875. He
was elected again for the constituency

gesd

their nativé modesty which prevents us

erial parliament in |
“the authorities on

with China; but if Russia declares war,
she must either withdraw her forces or
" be reckoned as a belligerent. The only
| soiution of the case is"an international
! agreement in which “all the powers in-
terested must join. boub@less in deal-
ing with China the strict rules of inter-
‘ nutional law will not be' too closely ob-
served.

e { Yt

The repogt from the shores of Hudson’s
{ Bay that & balloon and three men were
| found by some natives is a circumstantial
‘; version of a story gecei\'ed from the same
| part of the count#*several months ago.

Many champions of Labor never did
an honest ‘day’s work in their lives.

The Vancouver World is in favor of
progressive,  honest Liberalism. We
might all feel.that way if we knew
where to find it.

May we reguest the Times not to take
everything so seriously? A little journal-
istic persiflage, so to speak, is always
admissible,' and especially during dog-
days.

"Hope deferred ' may make the heart
sick, but it cannot keep Mr, Helmcken
from moving in regard to the Songnees
Reserve at every session of the legis-
lature. *

e b
“The Colonigt met a member of the house
yestetday who' wants to go home atly.

He says that a summer session cannot be

expresses the views of every one, and
especially of the newspapers. Think of
having to report two sessions and an
election campaign in eight months and
then wonder, if you will, why the news-
paper fraternity looks ready to lie down
and die.

The Cape government proposes to
deal rigerously with the rebel Dutch.
This is a wise conelusion. It is well to
be mereiful, but ‘there is such a thing as
ovérdoing it.. 1

‘The usual catechizing of the govern-
ment has begun. This sort of thing
goes on every session, but in ninety-nine
cases out of a hundred no one ever
makes any use of the answers elicited.

A - correspondent complains of the
conduct of some persons who frequent
the beaches in the neighborhood of the
city. It is to be hoped that respectable
campers will take steps to protect them-
selves against such disgraceful rowdy-
ism.

‘We have another letter in regard to the
resciie of the crew of the Hera,  If this
sort of thing keeps up the erew will wish
they had not been rescued, and therefore
we must decline to print the letter, with
apologies to our correspondent, - whose
views on subjects of present interest we:
shalt be glad to have at any time,

The Seattle Times says that the clty’
in which it is published has a population
of §5,000, and says that this is a great
disappointment. < There was once 8
very plain maiden lady eofs forty-seven
years,” who went to a police %istrate
and complained that a certain person
had assaulted her by kissing hér on the
public streets, and the magistrate said:
“Ah, go 'way, madam; you brag.” The
disappointment of the Times resembles
the complaint of the lady referred to.

There are now ten tickets in the field

known as The Islands in 1890. .~ In 1894
The Islands were included in North Vie- |
toria District, and in that year Mr.'
Booth was elected from the new con- |
stituency. In 1898 he was again elect- '
ed, and again this year.’ ‘On the resig-
nation of the speakership by Mr. D. W.
Higgins in 1898, Mr. Booth was chosen
for the place, and gave great satisfac-
tion during the session of that year.

An experienced parliamentarian and a
man of honorable instincts, we are satis-
fied: that the House will find in Mr.
Pooth a Spefiker who will sustain the
best traditions of that honorable posi-
tion. He will ever have.regard for the
rights of the mindrity, which is where
the value of the speakership comes in.
The majority can always take care of

itgelf.  The Colonist, which has 'sup-

| There is a prospect

for the presidential election in the
United States. They are as: follows:
The Republican,  the Democratic, the,
Populist, the Middle-of-the-Road Popu-
list, the . Prohibitionist, the Socialist
Labor, the Social Democratic, the De-
Leon Socialist, the United Christian.
of an eleventh,
namely, the Gold Democratic. Bryan
is the nominee of three of the parties,
namely, the Democrats, the Populists
and the Silver Republicans. MecKinley
is nominated by the straight Republican
party only. . The only men"6f inter-
national reputation on the other tickets
are Ignatius Donnelly, nominated for
Vice-President by the . Middle-of-the-
Road Populists, and E\lsene Debs,
nominated - for president by the. Social
Democrats.

f00 short o suit him. We fancy that he|

List of Those Who Will Attend
the Meetings Next
Week.

About 68 delegates to the National
,;Cgmpcil of Women arrived over from the
L Mainland last evening and were met by
a large number of the Victoria support«‘r‘s
of the movement, headed by His Worship
and Mrs. Hayward, Miss Lawson au:j
Mrs. Gordon Grant had gone over to
Vancquver to meet them there and had
there witnessed the informal recognition
that the ladies receive§- at the hands of
Mayor Garden and many members of the
council and the ecitizens of Vancouver, i
After the Islander had docked at the
outer wharf the ladies remained on board
for a few minutes, during which the re-

ception committee boarded the steamer.
His Wership made a short speech of wel-
me to the c]'tt{x’ wx?i]i Mrs, Hayward
ied with a basket of choice and
beauntiful flowers. Lady Taylor responded
on behalf of the visitors and a few min-
utes were spent in becoming acquainted
after which the Victoria hastesses car-
ried off “their guests, carriages having
been provided for the great number. °

To-day the occasion is being recognized
by the cloice of subjects in at least two
of the city pulpits, Rev. Mr. Rowe, of
the Metropolitan - Methodist church
preaches in the evening upon ‘““The Natur-
al Value of Women,” while at the First
Presbyterian church Rev. Dr. Campbell
ba};es for his evening subject “Dorcas, a
Woman Full of Good Works and of
Ahns.”

. The programie for Monday’s proceed-
ings and the list of officers and delegates
4 follows:

10 to 11:30 a.m.—Meeting of finance com-
mittee; the representative of Victoria for
this being Mrs. McKilligan.

11:30 to 1 p.m.—Standing committees of
the National Council. Thes? fac.wle com-
mittees to deal with: Laws for the better
protection of women and children, perni-
‘clous literature, custodial  car> of feeble-
minded women, care of tke aged poor, im-
migration, press, raisiug vi 'oan for Douk-
hobor women, aid for the "Lraesvaa. con-
tingent, bureau of informeclon, the Cana-
dian women’s handbook.

2:30 p.m.—Meeting of execntiva, wiich in-
cludes the officers sl presidents of ail
local councils ani prosivcal  vice-presi-
dents. -

2:30 p.m.—Teaznsrs’ conference.
meeting is open to the jublic,

8:30 p.m.—Receptiva at Bishopsclose of
{officers and delegates.

The following is a list of the officers of
the National Council, and the presidenis
and delegates of local councils in attend-
ance:

This

OFFICERS.

Present or represented by a duly appoint-
‘ed nominee,
Honoroary president,
Countess of Minto;

Her Excellency the
president, Lady Tay-
lor; advisory. -president, the Countess of
| Aberdeen; vice-presidents, Lady Laurier,
Lady Thompson; treasurer, Mrs. Hoodless,
represented by Mrs. Coad; recording sec-
‘ +. Mrs., Willoughby Cummings; = cor-
m'”mmﬂ, Miss Theresa J.
Wilso

n. ; \

PROVINCIAL VICE-PRESIDBNTS.

New Brunswick, represented by Miss
Murray.

Prince Edward Island, Alberta, Quebec,
represented by members of Victeria loca
council.

Manitoba, Mrs, McEwen. .

Assinaboia, Mrs. Flood Davin.

British Columbia, Miss Perrin,
ed by Miss Crease.
PRESIDENTS AND DELEGATES OF

LOCAL COUNCILS IN ATTENDANCE

Toronto—President, represented by Miss
PitzGibbon; delegates, Mrs. E, Leigh, Mrs.
Harrington, Mrs. Lizars Smith, Mrs. Grant
Miss Sykes.

Hamilton—President, represented by Mrs.
Sewell; delegates, Miss Harris, Miss Mes-
ton, Miss Melkle, Miss Teetzel.
Montreal—President, represented by Miss
Reid. /
Ottawa—President, represented by M'ss
Shenick; delegate, Miss Wicksteed.

Lond President, repr ted by Mis3
Hamilgon; delegates, Miss Preddis, Mrs.
Wilson, Miss Lougheed, Mrs. Gahan.

Winnipeg—President, repr ted by Mrs.
Jenkins; delegate, Miss Brunsterman,

Quebec—President, represented by Miss
Lawson. ’

Kingston—President, represented by Mrs.
Cochrane.

St. John—President, Mrs. Tuck; delegates
Miss Murray, Miss McLeod, Miss Scovill,
Miss Burpee, Miss Johnson.
Halifax—President, repr
Fraser.
West Algoma—President, represented by
Miss Burris.
Victoria—President, Miss Perrin; dele-
gates, Mrs. Galletly, Mrs, W, Grant, Mrs.
G. Grant, Mrs. McQuade, Mrs. Day.
Vancouver—Presideat, Mrs. McLagan
delegates, Mrs. Macanlay; Madame Martio,
Miss Bdge, Mrs. Hasket, Mrs, Skinner.
Regina—President, represented by Mrs.
Phipps,
Vernon—President, Mrs. Price Ellison;
gates, Mrs, Dennlson, Miss Carss, Mrs.
, Miss Henderson.
_ Brandon—Preident,  Mrs. McBEwen; dele:
gates, Mrs. J. Murray, Miss A. Murray.

Rat Portage—President, represented by
member of Victoria iocal eouneil.
Charlottetown—President represented by
Mrs, Gardiner.

East Puton Co,—President represented by
Mrs, Gardiner. 5

Nelson—President, Mrs. Robertson; dele-
gates, Mrs. Stocks, Mrs, Beer.

New Westminster—Fresident, Mrs. A. J.
Hill; delegates, Mrs. Major, Mrs. Warwick,
Mrs. Sinclair, Mrs, Pearce, Mrs, Scowler.

Women’s Art Association—President rep-
regented by Mliss Sims. . -

Girl’'s Friendly Society of Canada—Pres-
ident, represented by Mrs. Sweet; delegate,
Mrs. Murray. ;

Dominion Women’s Enfranchisement As-
soclation—President, repr ted by Miss
Sanderson. :
Dominion Order of Kings Daughters—
President, représented by Mrs. McFarlane;
President, represented by Mrs, Maitland-
DO“”‘L ;

Aberdeen Assoclation—President, repre-
sented by Mrs, McFarlane; delegate, Miss
Carr.

delegate, Miss Carr.

Victorian Order of Nurses—President rep-
resented by Miss McLeod.

JEEE—", W

“Did the doctors say what made poor
Billy Jones lose his mind?”
“Yes: he has been trying to construct
an autocab eo light that he could carry it
home on his back if it got balky.”—Chi-

represent-

ted by Mrs.

R

cago Record,

Interesting ‘and Ins
pers Read—Visit
Pleased,

A very interesting and ins|
fing of the clergy of the A
-nion of the Northwest Faqg
British Columbia took pl
-week. It was the third of
has grown in interest each
.every school of thought w
including among them g
leading universities of Grg
_America. There was nothi
success of the gathering,
_judicious handling of all
ged, marked each day’'s me
1have gone back to their pa
ened and refreshed.

The session commenced
.cathedral service at whici
Columbia addressed the cl

"*ﬁ”t and deeply spiritual tg

- thé key note to subsequen

On “Wednesday moining
g with the subject, “T!
“Teacher,” about fifty cliergy
Bishop Barker, of Olymplia,

“spbject, followed by the Re
ton and Sweet, as selectec
careful distinction = was
teaching and preaching. Tb
chising was insisted upon,
-well selected pamphlets on
nal themes emphasized.

Mr, Roper, professor in
seminary New York, gave
testimony to the influence

* the lives and tone of thoug}

studying for the ministry,
that a question box be ma
:8pecial seasons.

In the afternoon a speci

_.elergy to Ecquimalt, where
Sharp took charge; much
shown in this naval and n
the empire by the .clergy fi
‘States. Mrs., Sharp enterf
tors at the rectory afterwa

In the evening at the A.Q
Subject discussed was ‘““‘Chu
the West,”" introduced by
deacon Pentreath and the R
R.D. The subsequent discul
ful in much practical coun
lems of church support, s
how best to reach the young
work, and training of stude
istry were in turn dealt
to be generally admitted 4
greatest needs of the churg
Pacific is a training school.

A conversazione was afie]
which 4 large number of ‘4
<present. Many old friend
newed, -and hearty welcom|
io the wvisiting clergy by tH

On Thursday the subject
bilities of Ritual TUniform
«duced in a very brilliant
paper by the Rev. Canon
~clear, epigrammatic langug
~the varieties of ritual indu
~yidual clergy, condemning
and defect of the various
Low, and Broad. The F

 +advocated a common _seq
-gubject, ting out = th
'grendth H’:q vﬁdapung e
church to the special need
All subsequent speakers ag
ing a ‘“fancy” ritual ado
expression of doctrine bu
~whim of the individual.

Canon Beanlands in ad

-§tringent supervision by th
ual, emphasized again tj
was the central idea of his
as the prayer book .conta
form of words, so too the
that form is presented shg
and strictly guarded by th

The afternoon was devo
sion to Oak Bay, and a
~visitors had the opportun
sent at the opening of tH
sembly by Sir Henrl Joly,
~@Governor; afterwards Mrs

. *tained the visitors at a ga

The subject of the discug
‘ing . was ‘Modern. View
How Far Sanctioned by t
Rev. H. H. Gowen presenyj
a paper of great litera;
~various views were carefu
~difficulties fairly met, an
Holy Secripture contains {
most convincingly confirm
“D. Barber followed on the
Rev. Prof. Roper gave a 1
tribution to this discussioi
siasm for the truth of
manifesting itself, as D{
unfolded with unerring
authority in matters of
which underliés the wrif]
ferred to the work of
bridge scholars under W
foot, and showed how th
Bible were compelled to
of attack, as thelr eritig
mit to a higher criticism §
lands drew attentfon to
dictionary, now In couw
pointing out the danger
‘Dook in the hands of U©
All who were present
the privilege of listening
such a burning question
thoroughly handled.

“. The ' meeting on -Frid
Cedar Hill, in the schoo
Mr. Flintop’s parishione
-conveyances. ' The pape
J. Simpson, of Portland
in Cities”” and the Rev.
“*Pastoral Work in Rural

The points emphasised
sity of frequent visiting
Ing in close contact wi
worder to help them in
The many difficulties
ference to the privilegd
‘effort in temporal and §
:adequately dealt with,
Olympla, spoke of the i
ing the color of a man 8
“points of contact’ in the
of life, in citing many
'‘meces in Washington, D
very general discusslon
the Revs. Wetherden,
mara, Cooper, Miller,
‘part,

At the subsequent lu
the parishioners of C
Barker and Wells, the
Pentreath and the Re
‘pressed the thanks of
for the very enjoyable
made. The speeches
humorous ncident and
Ven, Archdeacon Scriv
diocesan clergy.

After a short visit
return was made to Vi
ing service was held
‘where a large congregs
arewell words of the




