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(Frem Wednesday’s Daily Edltion.)lf

Ministers Make
No Defence

Reason But by an Anto-
matic Vote.

Members of Opposition Make
Several Points in Cen-
ticaing the Debate.

There ean be no doubting the fact that
the intelligent mem and women who
filled the galleries at the legislative hall
yesterday were very much disappointed.
They had favored tme parliamentarians
with their presence in the hope and ex-
pectation of hearing the questions of the
day intelligently debated—and were dis-
appointed. The members of the opposi-
tion ‘were ~ready, @and four forceful
speeches were given in arraignment of
the so-called pelicy of the gentlemen
opposite, but these gentlemen sat silent.
Instead of givimg amswers to the facts
and arguments adduced by their politi-
cal oppenents, they evidenced a desire
to press th the reply to the speech
by the force of their insignificant major-
ity. Not even Hon. Mr. Cotton, whose
associates had asserted that he would
be found ready and capable to refute
all the statements and conclusions of
the opposition, manifested the slightest
intentien of Tising on any of the three
occasions when the *‘question” was
offered to the lhouse, and had it not been
for the efforts of the opposition to con-
tinue the debate in the hope that some
explanations might be secured: from the
government that would be calculated to
satisfy the houmse and the country, the
consideration ©f His Honor's address
must have closed with none of the points
raised. by the gentlemen on = Mr.
Speaker’s left answered or refuted.  As
it was the 'house and. visitors—an un-
usually wiscellaneous gathering, inas-
much as the Victoria public was for the
occasion - largely reinforced by just-re-
turmed Klondikers and members of the
Frederick Warde company—listened to
four excellent and practical addresses
from Mr. McPhillips (Victoria City), who
had adjourned the debate on Monday
evening; Mr, A. W. Smith (West Lil-
looet); . Mr. J. P, Booth (North Vie-
torig); " and Mr. B. McBride (Dewdney),
the latter gentleman having the floor at

‘government

b ¢ A e

med from the Dominion for the col-
j! ns madeé in the provinece to the
federal treasury, British Columbia was
absolutely deprived by the act of its own
legislature from receiving its share of
agsistance from the Dominion of Can-
ada.

Reverting to the Pacific cable offer, of
which considerable dhad been said by
various speakers, he noted by the news-
papers that Hon, Mr. Cotton had inter-
jected -on Monday afternoon that he
(Mr. McPhillips) -was wrong in his con-
clusions. He would ask the Minister
of Finance to say now if it was not true
that he had (or the government had)
offered to contribute a million dollars
toward the cost of securing’'the proposed
Pacific cable?

Hon. Mr. Cotton held that it would
not be proper for him to interrupt so
eloquent an address.

In the absénce of the desired reply,
Mr. McPhillips maigtained: that as
reasonable men the members of the
house must assume that the offer had
been made as stated; and this being
the case, he asked the honorable mem-
bers whether they evuld approve of such
an offer.

He next touched upon the bad legis-
lation of last session—more ¥y
the Alien Exclusion act, by which it was
impossible ‘for foreign companies, even
companies organized in England or
Eastern Canada, to invest their capital
in the placer mines of this province,
_thousdrids upon thousands of dollars
being thereby lost to the country. ' He
held that the legislation of the present

had been so detrimental to
the interests of the country as to ac-
count for the present difficulties of the
ministry, and ce the administration
in such extreémities that they were
afraid to name ‘one of their following
for a cabinet positien, feeling that no
one going to the people in their name
could hope to recei%an expression of
public confidence. e instanced the
cancellation of Victola’s voters’ list as
an evidence of éovemment antagonism
to the Capital City, and held that the
policy of the government had been such
that the people ecould no longer give the
ministry their confidence—that it had
been a policy to retard rather than pro-
mote the upbuilding of British Colum-
bia and stimulate its prosperity. The
member for Victoria City closed with an
eloguent tribute to the clean political
career and personal worth of Hon. Mr.
Semlin.

MR, A. W. SMITH (West Lillooet)
followed the junior 1aember for Viectoria
in ecriticism of the govermment policy.
He congratulated the mover and the
seconder of the repsy upon the success
of their efferts, and held that they were
fortunate in ‘having come from very
prosperous towns of ‘the Mainland,
through which fact they were enabled—
without touching upon anything con-
tained in the speech itself—to fill in the
deficiencies of that document with flat-
tering figures ftestifying to the general

6 o'clock and mozing ﬂ‘le adjournment.
*

PETITION.

On the opening of the house at 2:15,
prayers again being dispensed with, a
petition was presented by Mr. Ralph
Smith from residents of Nanaimo dis-
trict, praying for the settlement of cer-
tain grievances relative to minerals
within the Esquimalt & Nanaimo rail-
way belt. . 'Fhis question, it was ex-

gined, had for years been in the hands
of the Dominion = government. They,
however, sent out a commissioner in
1897, and such officer reported and for-
warded the above report to the provin-
cial authorities, with the opinion that it
was a:grievance that must.be settled by
the provincial government. Mr. Sm!
this matter upon the
provincial goyernment, with the inten-
tion ol{ having this question settled once
for :all. -

‘THE DEBATH CONTINUED.

MR. McPHILLIYS, continuing - the
debate upon the speech from the throne,
regratted that any member should have
given the advice to. the house that the
legislation which had been' disallowed
by ‘the federal authorities should be im-
mediately re-enacted. ~Such a policy, if
acted upon persistently, would precipi-
tate revolution, and he regretted that
the junior member for Vancouver—

Hon. Mr. Cotton here rose to a point
of oriler. He had noticed that frequent
reference had been made to the jumior
member  for, Vancouver, Mr. Martin

being meant, during the course of ithe|.

present ‘debate.  Since the three bye-|
elections /in. Vancouver,
n to be seni

thought that no confusion  should be
created by unintended reference to mem-

Mr, McPhillips held that it might per-
haps be well for Mr. Speaker to define
of 'precedence 'among: the

Col. Baker, with reference -
poetical contribution to the debate of
the President of the Council on Monday,
suggested that the member referred to
might possibly be /styled ¢ the fallen
angel.” (Laughter). . =

Cenfinuing, ‘Mr. McPhillips . that
the acts of the legislature which had
been + yed by the federal authori-
ties had pre ed on the
ground of uncon V.

This Mr. Martin rose to deny..

Alien Labor Act had been disaliowed at
the special request of the Imperial anth-
orities, and withont reference to, or
challenge of, its constitutionality. '

Mr. ¥McPhillips could. not accept this
as a true statement of the facts, and
held that the report of the Minister o
Justiee supported his contention that
that lJearned  gentiemam shared . his
opinion that the.législation in gquestion
was whra vires, although. the guestion
of Imperial policy: had also played a
conspicuons - part -in  the disallowance.
He maintained with emphasis that it
would kave been both nnwise and wrong
in principle to re-enact laws that had
been passed upon by.the higher authori-
ties: = and that instead - the province
shonld emdeaver to devise some line of
action in barmony with (not antagoniz-
ing) Federal and" Imperial purpose and
poliey, to bring about the desired result.
‘A conferemce should be ‘arranged with
the Dominiem autherities, and the legis-
lation might very well be re-enaeted
when the prevince was permitted so to
do. this being the proper, constitutional
and only 'course open to legislators ap-
preciating ~ their responsibilities, which
included " firm ‘maintenance of and
1espect for the law. 3

With reference to the railway law, he
objected strongly to that portion with-
holding provincial aid from any railway
devised to open up and benefit the prov-
ince which might subsequently secure
Dominion in and apply for
Dominion financial aid; and -he con-
demned as absurd and suicidal the pres-
ent policy of the government, the sole
effect of which was to place obstaeles in
the way of provincial development.” It
was a policy by which British Columbia,
while the residents of the province were
continually referring to the small return

prosperity ©f the cities for which the
spoke more particularly. J

While hre had not the ;good fortune of
¢oming frem Vancouver or Rossland,
while Lillooet was as yet not in a posi-
tion to vival -either of fhose towns in
population or importance, he had the
honor of .addressing the house as the
representative of a @mstrict that he hoped
he would 'be -gble to show was as rich
in natural Tesources, -as full of great
potentjalities, -as any ‘in British Colum-
bia; and he could only hope would in
the very mear future be :able to show a
development -and :a prosperity equal to
tﬁl;at )ot any ipdrt of the province. (Hear,

ar). ¢

He joined ‘heartily iin the expressions
of loyalty and devotion ‘to the flag that

ith | bad been “made from ‘both sidés of the

house in rélation to fhe war now in pro-
gress, and held that it was one thing to
the credit of the government that they
had taken the right stand in seizing the
first opportunity to:place British Colum-
bia’s loyalty on record in a miost signifi-
cant way. ‘(Applause). ;
. So much had been 'sai@ on the subject
of the svar, -and it swas a topic -upon
which 'British Columibians of both par-
ties, and, indeed, of all shades of poli-
ties, were so ‘thoroughly agreed that it
was unnecessary for him to pursue the
matter further than to say that he was
one with everything fhat had been said
for the cause of 'Britain and British
_unigy, or for the improvement of the
position of those hervic fellows who had
gone 'forth to fight the battles of the
Empire on the battlefields of South
Africa. " (Applause),

To take wup the :speech itself—it cer-
tainly was remarkable for its meagre-
ness; the subjects of public import that
had ‘not been dealt with far outnumbered
‘those to which he moted reference had
been made. ' And concérning one of the
lattér, which certainly would be of very
special interest to all parts or sections of
the country, namely the stated ‘decrease
or remissions of taxation—he regretted
that he was not in a position to agree
with the announcement ‘of 'the ‘govern-
ment. It certainly appeared to him that
there had been an increase of taxation
rather than a Qecrease, (Hear, hear).

The only remission of taxation that
could be rightly referred to as such was
that resultant firom the cancellation of
the law requiring working miners to
possess free miinens’ certificates.

On the othér ‘hand, the liquor license
fees had been -doubled, and in many
cases the amoumt for the whole year
had been edllected and credited during
the first six months, thereby giving the
revenue appearing in the public accounts
for the half-pear am altogether fictitious
inflation. license moneys were
in reality not @ue, :and in the ordinary
course of business would have been col-
Jected during the last half of the year,
yet they had been ted in the treas-
ury prior to the of June, and the
revenue had thus been substantially in-
creased, with ‘2 false foundation for

£ | governmental self-congratulation,

Nor was this the enly head of taxa-
tion in which there had been a marked
increase. = The eollections for crown
grants, for claims, for min-
eral claims and for mill-sites all ~ had
been ‘doubled, and the registration fees
had been inereased so perceptibly as to
‘occasion general expressions of dissatis-
faetion throughout the province.

Taking all these into eonsideration, he
could mot agree that the country was to
be congratulated upom any remission of
taxation in propertion to the increase of
revenue that was made possible by these
direct and undesirable increases. In-
deed, all things being equal, these in-
creases should have overbalanced the
deductions for decreased collections and
left 2 much greater balance to the ad-
vantage of the revenue. With respect
to the Columbia & Western railway,
and the proposal indicated for substi-
tuting a cash subsidy for the land grant
already passed by the legislature, it was
impossible to speak in other than general
terms without knowing the exact nature
of the bargain proposed to be made be-
tween the railway company and the
government as to the terms upon which
it was suggested to buy back the grant
of land in guestion, In the absence of
specific information on ‘this point, ome
could not say whether the proposal was
tc-be endorsed as a vusiness proposition
or not, but speaking generally he had
always opposed ‘to the giving of
subsidies for the promotion of railway
construetiop—jt had been on this point

that he had failed to agree with his
party when that party directed the
government of the country.

British Columbia had much land, but
very little money. He therefore thought
that when the province, by giving a
reasonable amount of this otherwise
waste land, could promote the opening
up of railways through the country, it
was better that this should be done
that a cash subsidy should be presented
—for the cash had to be borrowed upon
the credit of the province, whereas the
land was in possession of the province
and useless unless avenues of communi-
cation were provi

As to the value of these public lands,
such as it was now proposed to relieve
the C. P. R. of—much depended of
«course upon the character and quality
of the lands themselves; and from his
own knowledge of the land in the In-
terior, for one acre that was fit for agri-
cultural purposes. there would be found
a thousand upon which a practical, hard-
headed farmer counld not pay taxes if it
were given him gratis,

For this reason he would comtinue to
maintain that the giving of land grants
was preferable to the giving of money as
a general rule, where either one or the
other was imperative to promeote rail-
way = construction. e advantage of
the land throughout  the Interior—the
value of the land was insignificant as a
rule in comparison with the value of
the minerals; and ne would always be
_tound ready to insist—as he had done
in the past—that no mineral rights
should pass with the grants, amd that
settlers and farmers should be secured
in their ability at any time to obtain the
land at a reasonable price.

_Touching the question of redistribu-
tion, or partial redistribution, indicated
in ‘the speech, he felt compelled to con-
trust the present policy of the govern-
went with the policy declared to be
thexrs' l_Sy these same gentlemen when in
opporition—their contentions them being
a{“ ays to the effect that a thorough re-
distribution of the province should be
made. ‘They had condemmed as not
sufficiently broad every measure in the
nature of redistribution that had been
brought forward by the government of

;that day, and had asserted that when

they should be given the reins of power
one of their first actions would be to
ariange for the proper representation of
all sections of the province upom a fair
and impartial plan.

It was on this declaration, among
others, indeed, that the opposition of
that time had faced the last elections,
yet in the two sessions since then there
had been given no indication of their
intention te redeem their promise to'the
clectors. 'To be consistent they should
have been the last in the world as a
government to suggest a measure of
redxstrjbution that conld be regarded as
4 partial ome. (Applause).

He felt compelled to agree with other
honorable gentlemen who had preceded
him—that if any further redistribution
were taken in hand it should be a
ghorough redistributiem of all -the prov-
ince—a re-arrangement of constituencies
through and through.

The government had indicated an in-
tention te provide a ‘road through the
}immaat valley, and as he was always
in favor of and in accord with any
government policy that aimed to give
access to the country to miners and
settlers, and thus promote the settle-
ment and the development of the coun-
try, he would provably support the
government in this measure. He might
say that he did not know very much of
the gutwular section of the country
that it was propesed to benefit, but he
presumed ‘that the government had se-:
cured and would lay before the house
such information :as' to ‘the ‘extent and
resources of that country as would jus-
tify the step they had indicated an inten-
tion of asking the house to take.

Of the road to ‘Omineca, he was aware
that the character of the country to be
penetrated was such as to justify the
expectation of large and important de-

velopment' and a considerable increase-
of industrial pepulation. Large amounts:

of money were involved in ithe construc-
tion of these two roads, and while he
was not prepared to say that they were

uot roads that should be built, he hoped |

that in consideration of the necessities
of the coumtry the government would be
prepared to make the necessary appro-
priatxong to permit of shernt lines of .com-
manication being opened up throughout
the interior, to facilitate the opening up
of the mines by giving ingress to miners
and machinery,_ and also the taking up
of land by agricultural settlers who in
the absence of these most necessary
short lines were prevented to a very
appreciable extemt from opening up the
country. (Hear, hear),

If while prowiding for such roads as
those referred to in His Honor's .speech,
involving large expenditures of public
money, the government would nat negleet
the less expensive but equally if not
more important short lines to which he
had referred, they waenld show them-
selves alive to the best interests of the
country; and in so doing would have
his sympathy and active support. (Ap-
plause). It was only by intelligent ap-
preciation of the small wants .of the
country, as well as the large, that a
government showed itself alive in the
fullest and best sense to the responsi-
bilities and duties or its position.

He was glad to see that amendments

 to the Liquor Licemse Act were contem-

plated. Such amendments were wanted
and when they should be offered to the
house he hoped that they would provide
for the officers of the pelice exercising
stricter oversight with  respect to all
licensed premises, 8o that the business
carried on under license should not be
improperly conducted, or degenerate into
a nuisance to the neighborhood.

He regretted to see that no mention
had been made of the farming industry
in His Honor’s speech. He could not
account for this striking omission, and
did not think that anyone would accuse
the government of feeling so small a
nieasure of interest in agriculture as
absence of reference to this industry
would appear to indicate, {Applause),

A country might become temporarily
prosperous by the development of mining
industry, but the fact should, meverthe-
less, not be lost sight of that the develop-
ment of ggriculture should wherever pos-
sible proceed simultaneously if the pros-
perity was to be continued to the greatest
extent, and the country become self-sus-
taining. (Applause.) He sincerely hoped
that while mention of agriculture had
been omitted in the speech, the govern-
ment had not entirely. forgotten the farm-
er, and would do what lay in their power
to improve his position and increase his
chances of success.

The mining industry, too, in compari-
son with its great importance. to British

umbia, had received very scant at-
tention in the sessional programmie—in
fact practically nothing had been said.
and he was guite at a loss to aceount for
this. Was it because the ill-advised leg-
islation of last session had already prov-
on itself so unfavorable in its effect
the industry that the government eould
no longer refer in glowing terms of pride
to the advancement and eondition of min-
ini{ns they had in other years? 3

e recalled how even one year ago the
speech congratulated the howse and coun-
try upon the splendid progress and con-
dition of mining; and was not fwclined to
believe that the same terms of eop-
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| be recognized and met by the house, and

 the southeast line of Lillooet division,

gratulation could have been offered to the

t time. There could
be no question that the country had suf-
fered materially by the legislation of last
session—-chiefly through the alfen act and
the eight-hour law, which had operated
most disadvantageously in the Atlin coun-
try and in the Kootenay. He had had
long experience in the various districts of

the province, and he could not recall a
government which in 0 short a time had
accomplished so much damage to a_great
industry of the country. (Hear, hear.)
The legislation of last session—ill-advised
it certainly was—had certainly’ greatly
unsettled the conditions of the mining in-
dustry; it had antagonized labor and capi-
tal in a manpner that could not fail to
operate to the disadvantage of the pro-
vince. Some of those who had been de-
trimentally affected by the passage of
the measure in question were already
taking steps towards recovery of sub-
stantial damages from the province—
this government—and he hoped that when
the Minister of Mines came to address
the house he would give the members full
information in this connection.

Still dealing with the subjec% of min-
ing, the member directed the atfention of
the house to the effect of the repeal last
session of section 8 of the Placer Mining
Act—nothing being substituted. This sec-
tion had provided explicit penalties for
mining without first taking out a free
miner’s ‘certificate; amd the result had
been as he had anticipated, that a very
large namber of Chinese and other aliens
had done mining all through the past
season without thé contribution of one
cent. of revenue to the provinee. The
government could not plead ignorance of
the probable effect of this repeal of see-
tion 8, for when the matter was under
consideration by the house last sesssion,
he had crossed the floor of the house and
explained to the Minister of Finance and
the Mimister of Mines the effect that the
cancellation would necessarily have un-
less a portion at least were re-enacted.

The result, as he had said, was that
hundreds of Chinese had been permitted
to work without licenses, removing the
gold of the country—besides many for-
eigners of other nationalities. The house
had heard criticisims during many years
upon the late government in connection
with its alleged attitude towards the
Chinese—it had been called the Mongol-
jan government—but that government had
certainly never done so much for the ad-
vantage of the Chinese and the disadvan-
tage of the ‘white population as had this
present government in striking out these
sections of the old and workable law, and
thus ppermiting Chinese to work the plac-
ers 'without paying aught to the country.

He noted that he had been persistently
attacked of late in that valuable paper,
the Kamloops Sentinel, as a friend and
employer of Chinese. ‘The attacks in
question had occasioned him neither dis-
tress nor uneasiness, however, as he had
taken the first and every occasion on the
platform and otherwise to properly re-
fute them. He had been able on these
occasions, as he did now in the house, to
challenge anyone to deny that in ail the
various pursuits in which he had from
time to time been engaged, he had never
employed a Chinaman in any capacity.
(AKplause.) ;

nother point of the law of mining

as at present constituted which was cal-
culated to work disadvantage to the
province, and was mdeed doing so, was
that applying to the holding of hydraulic
properties by lease. There appeared no
cogent or sufficient reason why the same
protection should not be given the capit-
alist investing his money in an hy-
draulicing proposition as to his fellow
utting his money into a quartz mine.
et the one could secure a crown grant
of the property with very little difficulty;
the other eould not. : :

Security additional to the lease had
been found in practice to be absolutely
essantial to facilitate the enlistment of
capital, and he declared he conld neyer
understand why placer mining by im-
proved methods had been so handi-
capped as under this special feature of
the law. It was far from correct to
assume that thg opening up -of a quartz
mine involved expense and the mtgodue—
tion of machinery, while the handling of
a placer property did not.

On the contrary the working of a large
hydraulicing property would be foun:
every bit as expensive as the working
of a quartz mine, There should there-
fore be the same security obtainable .in
the form of a crown grant, after the
lapse of a certain time and the comple-
tion of certain work, as in the case of
quartz.

“Why, he asked, should not hydraulic
mining be treated as favorably as quartz
mining? ‘Wherein did the one benefit
the country, and the other fail? He
hoped that the: injustice herein wounld

the changes made that would enable
hydraulic properties to appeal to ‘capital
with equal security, and therefore equal
chance of sucecess, as operators in quartz.

Since the 'last session of the house it
would be remembered an order-in-council
had been passed repealing section 6 of
the Placer Mining Act and Section 8 of
the Mineral Act. - He had not heard
any reason advanced for this action,
although he was quite prepared to ad-
mit that there must be some very good
and cogent reason to justify the govern-
ment in so serious a step as virtually
setting’ aside two statutes of the prov-
ince., He hoped the government would
explain these reasons at the earliest con-
venient date,

The point of the sections in question
was that mining recorders under certain
circumstafipes were enabled to perform
the duties of gold commissioners; and
the result of the order-in-council was
to make much additional and unneces-
sary work for the miner. He had no
doubt the difficulty arising out of this
governmental action was seriously felt
in Cariboo—it certainly was in Lillooet
—and possibly it was also in Kootenay,
although there the gold commissioners
were closer together, and the difficulty
would thereby be tessened.

Referring briefly to the difficnlties of
communication as bearing permanently
upon the operation of this change in the
law, the member for West Lillooet
passed to a consideration of the change
in the boundaries of mining divisions.
In Lillooet arly—he counld not
gpeak for the other divisions—the new
regulations %ad worked clumsily and
disadvantageously. - Take for example
which had heretofore been the houndary
of Yale. new regulation had
shifted this line up within five miles of
the town of Lilleoet, and yet instead of
going to Lillooet (within sight) to record,
the claim ownmer was forced to travel to
Lytton or Asheroft, 64 miles or 90 miles
away. ;

This of eourse put the miners to great
expense as well as unneeessary difficulty,
and should not have been made, There
must in reason have beem some very
strong reason for this, teo, upon which
he would be glad to hear from the Min-
ister of Mines—while he hoped that it
would be found not yet too late to rem-
edy the difficulty. ‘The new boundaries
were no more natural boundaries than
the old lines for mining divisions, which
fad always been found convenient, and
would still meet all the wishes and ne-
cessities of the miners and the public if

d| but the introduction was distinetly ir-

| ment, contracts entered into by the late

senting, there was at present a large
amount of mining development in pro-
gress_in the mining centres of that dis-
trict, and those engaged were working
at much disadvantage through the in-
adequacy of suitable roads and trails
over which to get in machinery . and
supplies for the development of their
properties. ~ He trusted that the govern-
ment would realize the necessity of im-
proving these means of communication,
by giving the district a fair share of the
public appropriations, not forgetting that
the distriet had always been a good pro-
ducer of revenue. It might not be large
in population as yet, but it would be
found to have always returned more
than it received from the public purse.
This year it had indeed returned more
revenue than had ever been asked for
by the members in works and improve-
ments required for the opening up and
making. productive of the district—this
was a fact that should not, and he hoped
would not, be lost sight of in-the prepar-
ation of the estimates. fulitl

There was another matter—while the
district was an eminently healthy one, it
was as all mining districts, liable at any
time to be the scene of mining accidents,
and the necessity of immediate medical or
surgical aid was therefore apparent. Yet
the district of Lillooet was the only one
in the province where the government
had up to date given mo aid to the main-
tenance of a hospital, of bonus for the
securing of a resident physician,

Next taking up the conditions prevail-
ing in the mines themselves, the mem-
ber for West Lillooet said that while per-
haps at the present time there was little
for the inspector of metalliferous mines
to do, he hoped that that official would
visit Lillooet.  There had been much
complaint that the ventilation in a num-
ber of the mines was not up to the stand-
ard required by the law. He thought it
would be a wise thing if the Minister of
Mines would ascertain at the earliest pos-
gible date if sufficient precautions were
taken to assure the workmen the suffi-
cient sapply of air that they were entitled
to under the law.

In answer to a question by the minis-
ter, Mr. Smith said he referred more par-
ticularly to the Ben d’Or, but the 'neces-
sity of inspection to which he referred ap-
plied to all the mines. The conditions
might very possibly have improved at the
Ben d’'Or since the period to which he
had had his attention dirécted last sum-
mer. That the ores of the district under
present conditions yielded a handsome
profit, was in itself sufficient to convince
the world that the district contained rich
quartz that it would pay well to work; it
should also convince the government of
the urgency of giving all the assistance
possible in the nature of roads, bridges,
and trails, for the encouragement of this
industry, and the consequent augmenta-
tion of the provincial revenue and pro-
vincial prosperity. = (Applause.)

The question was again offered to the
house by Mr. Speaker, and it was evi-
dent that the members on the govern-
ment side could not be teqxpted to con-
tribnte to the debate, despite the many
challenges to them to defend their acts

licy. { j -
anﬁlgo BOOTH therefore next took the
floor. . He opened with a sharp condem-
nation of the Finance Minister, to whom
elucidation of many features of  the
government’s course had been left by
his colleagues, and ‘'who now manifested
an inclination to shirk the promised ex-
planation or defend himself from the
strong attacks of Messrs. Turner and
McPhillips, and permit the amendment
and motion to be decided by the force
of the government’s insignificantly small
majority. :

He took up the much-criticized eight-
hour law, which, strange to say, had no
part in the act as presented to the house
last session, but had been slipped in as
an amendment at midnight, without due
notice and in contravention of all the
rules and practice of the house, He
Jooked upon such legislation as infring-
ing directly upon the rights of labor, for
it sfid in effect to the man who came
to British Columbia with only his
muscle for his capital, he might only
utilize a part of this capital for his ad-
vancement. The principle might’ be
good—he would not. say that it was not—

regular; such a law should not have
been perpetrated upon the country in
the manner it had. The proper course
now to be pursued he held to be the im-
mediate withdrawal of the legislation in
auestion, and its re-introduction, with
every member fully aware of what was
contemplated and intended. It was not
so much the law itself that was work-
ing injury to the country, but the exam-
ple it afforded of slipshod law-making—
capital could mot be tempted to invest-
ments where so radical changes in the
law could be introdu and made law
without mnotice or o nce to rules.

Hon. Mr. Hendersoi—Why weren’t
the o%position alert, as it was their place
to be

Because, Mr. Booth replied, there was
at the time of its passage such an ava-
lanche of reckless legislation before the
house that they could not watch it all
He had himeelf beea engaged in trying
to disentangle the muddle that the Pre-
mier had got himself into in the Water
Clauses bill, failing in which the Pre-
mier (admitting his position when it had
been pointed out by the member for
North Vietoria) had withdrawn that
measure, He contended that had it not
been for the repudiation policy inaugu-
rated and carried out by this govern-

government would hayve been proceeded
with which would haye given British
Columbia an unprecedented era of pros-
perity. Instead of seeking now to con-
struct a road through the Kitimaat val-
ley, the country would nave had a rail-
way built and in operation in that local-
ity. Another great railway would have
been in operation from the Boundary
country, and as a sequence of the opera-
tion of the two, the extension of the
railway to the north end of Vancouver
Island would have been imperatively
demanded, and all the United States
trade with Alaska and other points in
the Northwest would necessarily have
passed through this channel,

He heartily concurred in the expres-
sions that had been given of loyalty to
the Empire in the present erisis, and
while this would soon be settled, it
brought the lesson to every part of the
Empire that hereafter Britain must be
prepared and expect to stand alone—
Britain and her colonies against the
world. This being the case, it was the
paramount duty of each colony to so
develop its inherent strength as to be
repared to assume its own part in the
mperial scheme, increase its population
and.its resources, and so become a more
and more important factor among the
pations. He did not think that any
policy could be so well devised to accom-
plish this great end as the policy of
broad-minded railway expansion that
had been inaugurated by the leader of
the opposition—that policy followed to
its natural conclusion would have made
this province a reservoir of strength in
the Dominion, a right arm to the Im-
perial government in case of need.

MR. Mc¢BRIDE also had a sharp re-
proof for the government on what ap-/
peared to be either cowardice or inability

‘evidence given by the witnesses for the

——

duty. He heold that the present would
be a fit time in which to test the feelings
of the people, and commented that if they
had been imbued with statemanlike quali-
ties, or any qualities above those of the
most paltry politics, they would have
gone to the people last year when the cir-
cumstances developed that had brought
the third member for Vancouver to the
other side of the house. Instead of tak-
ing the manly course, however, they had
gone to New Westminster and consum-
wmated a deal with a gentieman elected as
@ straight supporter of the Turner party
—a gentleman 'who had opposed the then
opposition champion, Mr. J. C. Brown,
tooth and nail. The government was in
such straits that it accepted this man
for one of the most important portfolios;
it was in this, as in all its acts, discred-
ited in the eyes -of the people, and when
the people had an opportunity of express-
ing their opinion it would be in the Tre-
jection of the party opposite so thoroughs
1y that no one of the faces opposite would
be found surviving the wreck. Highly
complimenting Hon. Mr. Justice Irving
for his splendid work as commissioner to
adjust the Atlin mining disputes, the
member for Dewdney denied that the
late government could be held respon-
sible for the tangle that necessitated the
appointment of this commission in ques-
tion, the discoveries in Atlin having been
made on the very eve of the going out of
power of that government. The real
trouble was that the new goverpment had
let- matters drift, despite intelligent re-
presentations to them of what the result
would be, and had made a ridiculous ar-
rangement of seasons which the com-
missioner was powerless to terminate.
With respect te the proposed exchange of
cash for the Columbia and Western rail-
way land grant—this wae a pure matter
of business; and if it could be proven that
the transfer was in the interest of the
province it should be supported. ‘While
the alienation of public lands was always
objected to, and subsidies were equally
unpopular, it could not be overlooked that
to secure necessary transportation facili-
ties for the opening up of British Colum-
bia it was necessary for the province to
g0 to greater lengths than it would be for
any other of the provinces. Touching the
proposed partial redistribution to give a
member to the Boundary Creek country,
he was glad to see that this section of the
country had so prospered under the en-
couragement originally given to it under
the Jate government, as to require & mem-
ber of it own. At the same time he
urged with vigor the equal claim of At-
lin to a member, assuring the house that
this new district has come to stay—that
it has not only population, but great
quartz mines, railways and steamers in
construction, every possibie evidence that
it is a country of substance. An extra
member for Atlin he maintained would
be only in keeping with the principle said
to be enunciated in giving the member
to the Boundary. Passing briefly over
the question of the amendment of the
Coal Mines Regulation and Liquor Li-
cense Acts, he took up the need of Dewd-
ney for a trunk road—aurging the claim of
his distriet in this connection with per-
tinacity and vigor. He acknowledged the
assistance that had ben rendered him by
the member for Vancouver (Mr. Tisdall),
and asked why the road had not been
given ere this.

Mr., Tisdall-I might say that while
you were awsay, I attended to the inter-
ests of your constituents and got that
trunk road.

Mr. McBride intimated that one would
still have to use a very strong microscope
to see it on going through the district. He
referred briefly to the ignoring of the
agricultural interests in the speech, and
at five minutes to siv moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.
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The D. & L. Emulsion of Cod Liver Oil
will build yvou up. will make you fat and
healthy. Hspeclally beneficial to those who

are “all run down.” Manufactured by the
Davis & Lawrence Co., Ltd.

I.LOCAL NEWS.

Committed for Trial.—In the provincial
police court yesterday Mr. Knox, of Es-
quimalt district, was committed for. trial
6n the charge of assaulting Mr. Webb,
the road superintendent. No witnesses
were called for the defence to answer the

prosecution published yegterday.
s 26

Death at Seattle.—The death occurred
at Seattle on Sunday of Mrs. C. L. Quag-
liotti, 'who, for a period of years was &
resident of Victoria. She was 56 years
of age. 'The remains will arrive from
Seattle this morning on the steamer Vies
torian, and the funeral takes place at
1.30 this afternoon from the parlors of
the Britisa Columbia Funeral Furnish-
ing Company’s and at 2 at St. Andrew’s
R.C. cathedral. .
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Riches of Atlin.—A. McKilop of Bran-
don, Manitoba, and J. Dukas of Gaspe,
Que., were arrivals yesterday morning
on the Danube from the north. ese
gentlemen have been in Atlin district
since early last spring prospecting, and
are confident that next summer will be
prolific of great results in quartz min-
ing in that part of Cassiar. They state
that a quartz property on Pine Creek
has been bonded for $40,000 by “The
Lord Hamilton Co.,” and development
work has been highly satisfactory.

per ledges have also been located, and
Messrs. McKillop and Dukas are own-
ers of a claim on an island about 20 miles
from the mouth of Pine Creek. The
ledge is nearly 200 feet wide with leaves
of native copper and quartz. They will
return in the spring to do development
work. Mr. Baird of Quebec, who also
returned on the Dapube, and who has
some valuable property in the neighbor-
hood of Port Renfrew, speaks most en-
couragingly of the future of Atlin. They
are staying at the Dawson and have
samples of their find.

Surgical Operations
as a Cure for Piles...

Are Painful, Expensive and Dan-
gerous—The Only Certain Cure is
Dr. Chase’s Ointment.

@, S

Besides the acute misery produced by the
itching and burning of piles, tLis horrible
disease is the more to be’ dreaded because
a surgical operation is commonly considered
the only effective cure.
Fortunately this is a mistaken idea, for
physicians have learned to use Dr. Chase’s
Ointment instead of applying the knife, not
only because it is less expensive and less
risky, but also because it is a more ef-
fective cure, i
1f frequently happens that after people
have endured the torture of piles for years
and submitted to operations, that they are
finally cured by Dr. Chase’s Oiutment, the
only guaranteed cure.
Among prsons operated on for piles and
afterwards cured by Dr. Chase’s Ointment
we would mention Rey. J. A. Baldwin, of
Arkona, Ont.,, H. H, Sutherland, Truro, N.
§., and W. D. Thornton, Calgary, N.W_T.
Dr. Chase’s Ointment truly wcrks won-
ders, for it positively cures the worst cases
of blind, itching, bleeding and protruding
plles and all ltcﬁlﬁg diseases. . & box
at all dealers, or manson, Bates, & Co.,
Toronto.

the government would only permit them
to eontinue,

As for the general interests of the
district that he had the homer of repre-

to defend—whatever it was that had led
them to sit silent. He referred to their
lamentable exhibition of weakness, and
spparent lack of appreciation of their

For bromchitis, croup, coughs, colds and
pethma no remedy can be compared to Dr.

Ladies to
Aid Soldiers.

Citizens Form a  Victoria
Branch of the Soldiers’
Wives®’ League

Represented All Over Canada—
List of the Local Officers
Chosen.

There.assembled yesterday afternoon at
the Drill hall representatives of the best
element in Victoria in the persons of la-
dies prominent in fashionable society, de-
termined upon forming in Victoria a
branch of the Soldiers’ Wives’ League,
an organization which was first formed
in Ottawa, under the presidency of Mrs.
Hutton, but which has now branches
in nearly every city of promin-
ence in the Dominion. The object of this
league is to bring the wives of all sol-
diers together, whether of officers, war-
rant officers, N.C. officers or men of the
staff, permanent corps and active militia
of Canada, into closer touch and sym-
pathy with one another, so that whether
in sickness or in health they may be able
to mutually aid and assist one another
and their families in times of difficulty,
trouble or distress.

Lieut.-Col. Prior, M.P.;
Gregory and Major
present. and addressed the large
gathering of ladies, pointing out
the desirability of forming such
a branch here and commending the
patriotism of the ladies who had taken
the initiative in the matter.

Col. Prior, who opened the meeting,
was glad to see such a large number of
representative ladies present, engaged in
such a noble work, and was sure a large
flourishing branch of the order would be
established and maintained as a result of
their efforts. 'The war in South Africa
necessitating extra drafts from Canada,
made it all the more urgent that such an
organization should be established now.
As British Columbia was not behind in
offering men, neither would it be behind
in caring for those left behind by the
“Absent-minded Beggars.”

The work of organization was then pro-
ceeded with, the following officers being
chosen:  Vice-president, Peters;
hon. secretary, Mr. A. W. Jones; hon.
treasurer, Mrs. Prior; executive com-
mittee—Mrs. Pooley, Mrs. Munro, Miss
Williams, Miss Pemberton, Miss Keefer
and Mrs. Hart. The general committee
will consist of Mnrs. James Dunsmuir,
Mrs. Frank Barnard, Miss Harvey, Miss
Drake and others. 4

The ladies are particularly enthusiastic
over the movement and are determined
that the Victoria branch shall not be
behind the one about to be formed by the
ladies of Vancouver. Another meéting
will be held at the drill hall on Tuesday
evening next.

As the small proyincial towns will
probably desire to form branches also, it
is considered advisable to publish the fol-
lowing = “Proposed . Rules for
Branches = of . the . Soldiers’ Wiy

L. League.” e :

Lieut.-Col.
Bennet were

ORGANIZATION.

The following is the organization, viz: :
A vice-presid 1 ittee, exe-
cutive or working ittee, an h ry
secretary and an honorary treasurer.

The vice-pesident should be the wife of
the officer commanding the military dis-
trict, or of one of the senlor officers.
The general committee should consist of
officers’ wives and the wives of those con-
nected with, or interested in the troops.
The executive or working committee, not
less than seven in number, should consist
of the wives of officers representing each
regiment and corps connected with the
local branch, the wife of the regimental
sergeant-major or of a N.,C. officer repre-
senting each regiment or ‘corps; additional
members may be selected by the general
committee if considered advisable, three of
whom should form a quorum, :

The  chgirwoman and members ‘of the
executive committee should be elected at
an annual general meeting of the members.

MEMBERSHIP.

The wives, mothers and sisters of all
officers, N.C. officers and men of the per-
manent and militia forces of Canada are
eligible as members. . ; .
Honorary members may also be elected
by thé executive committee from among
those interested in the military forces of
Canada.

_ SUBSORIPTION.

An annual subscription. of = twenty-five
cents shall be paid by all members.
Honorary members are invited to give any
sums of twenty-five cents or upwards,

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

An annual - general meeting shoui§ be
‘held, at which the vice-president should
presid The b of the general com-
mittee, etc., will then be elected.”
Reports should-be prepared beforeliand by
the honorary teasurer and secretary and
executive committee.

CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

A central committee will be organized at
Ottawa, which shall form the executive
.centre of the Soldiers’ Wives' League, of
which Mrs, Hutton will be president.

An annual general meeting of the Soldlers’
Wives’ League will be held at Ottawa.

An annudl report from each local branch
should be sent by post on November 1, ad-
dressed to the president, Earncliffe, Ot-
tawa,

If possible at least one representative
from each local branch should be sent to
the Ottawa annual meeting, the date of
which will be duly notified

WORK, ETC.

Suggestions for work to be done:

. To form occasional meetings to bring all
members together.

Cases of sickness to be visited.

Cases of distress to be helped.

If extra funds required, try to raise by
a concert, or sale of work, etc. Sewing
classes or reading classes could be organ-
1zed.

In a case of sickmess a nurse could be
provided if patieat could not afford one,
An annunal meeting in October is suggest-
ed for all members to attend, inscribe their
names, and pay the twenty-five cents fee,
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s sent direct to the diseased -
s by the Improved Blower. -
eals the ulcers, clears the air
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throat and anantlv_cures
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