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Women Mine Workers—Home Rule for Irelandf Siberia’s Terror-- 10
OSTRICHES STAND RIGORS 

OF PENNSYLVANIA WINTER
HOME RULE FOR IRELAND CERTAIN 

TO COME NEXT YEAR, STATESMEN THINK
flund ONLY ONE WILD PIGEON

IS NOW IN EXISTENCE Traveller Imports 53 Birds and Expects to Produce 100,000 Birds 
Before Many Years—Feathers Bring as Great a Sum 

as $50,000.
Bill Likely To Be Introduced 

in Parliament Next March 
—Details of the Plan 

Not Published.

Thousands Around Fort Garry in Early Days—Birds Seen in 
Great Numbers and Then Seemed to Suddenly a re- could break in. Then we waited for 

birds to come near and drove them into 
the trap. After that all that remattied * 
was to seize and throw them, tie their 
legs and hoist them in huge baskets 1 
to the backs of camels.

About three score ostriches on
servation near Bloomsburg, Pa., are 
the forerunners of what, according to 
the predictions of the man responsible 
for their appearance there, will be one 
of the - largest collections of these 
highly priced birds in this hemisphere. 
The story of the transportation to this 
country of this big bag of ostriches 
begins with an experiment made a year 
ago by W. H. Hile, a traveller. «He 
had long held the idea that the com­
mon belief that the ostrich could 
thrive only in a warm climate was a

Disappear for All Time.

dove. Not a single pigeon nest or 
feather was sent in or found.

Pehr Kalm, a noted naturalist, came 
to this country from Europe in 1759 
and studied American birds. On re- 
turning to Stockholm he wrote a story ! 
on the passenger pigeon. Among other 
things he said: "In the spring of 1740, 
on the 11th. 12th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th 
and 22nd of March, there came from

Opinion in London appears to be 
general that home rule for Ireland 
will become a certainty next year, 
That there will be opposition, and 
strong opposition at that, to the Lib­
eral Government's intention to restore 
the Irish Parliament at Dublin, is ac­
cepted everywhere, but the idea is

Sixty years ago wild pigeons were 
plentiful all over America; today there 
is only one lone living wild pigeon in 
the world.

Thousands of the birds used to fly 
around old Fort Garry and the inhab­
itants feasted on them all summer.

A Previous Experiment.
“You may imaginé how lucky I am 

to get here with so many birds when 
I tell you the history of the previous/ 
effort to establish an ostrich industry I 
in America. Twenty-one years ago 
Edward Cawston, of California, went 
to South Africa and obtained no fewer 
than two hundred birds. But at that 
time no one knew how to transport the 
birds by ship. They have to be 
handled cautiously, for if frightened 
and made panic-stricken they run this 
way and that wtlhout the slightest 
sense of what they are doing, and 
trample each other to death or break 
their legs and have to be killed. The 
two hundred ostriches were packed in 1 
the hold of a vessel without proper 
precautions in case of panic. When 1 
stormy weather came all but two of 
them were killed.

"With this solitary pair surviving of 
all his catch, Cawston landed In Call- 
fornia. Luckily, the pair were male 
and female, and he started a farm with 
them. There are now something like « 
15,000 of the off-spring of this single 
pair of birds in the United States. But 
the necessary inbreeding of the birds 
has not improved -the plumage it is 
time for new stock, and I have it here 
in Bloomsburg.

"Ostriches multiply amazingly. An 
ostrich will reproduce himself five to 
twenty-five times in a year, and as the 
birds live to be a hundred or so you

widespread that the opponents of home 
i rule have already given up the fight,family owned a pigeonMostly every the north an incredible number of 

these pigeons to Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey. They, while in flight, ex­
tended three or four miles in length, 
and more than one in breadth, and 
flew so closely together that the sky 
and the sun were obscured by them.

Thousands Around.
“The big, as well as the little trees, 

in the woods, sometimes covering a

or sixty at a and will content themselves with a 
vigorous wordy campaign, designed in 
a measure to save their faces, but 
having an undercurrent of hope that 
some party advantage may be gained 
through compelling the Government to 
change provisions in the bill that are 
regarded by the opposition as too rad­
ical for Tory-Unionist stomachs.

From present indications it will not

net and catches of fifty 
time were common.

The net was a very

fallacy.!
So he determined to try cautiously 

the effect of the harsh climate of the 
east on a few selected ostriches. He 
went abroad and obtained the birds 
for his first experiment and estab­
lished his farm at Bloomsburg, where 
the winters are unusually severe, this 
being in the mountainous district of 
Pennsylvania. No care was taken to 
keep the birds protected during the 
ensuing winter. They were turned 
loose on the snow and exposed to all 
the rigors of the bleak winds and zero 
weather that belonged to the place and 
season. It would have been a costly 
experiment had the birds died, for os­
triches are worth a lot of money, but 
none died.

Brings Over 53.
The next step after this triumph, 

was to augment the little troop at 
Bloomsburg with a substantial troop, 
and Hile has just done this by bringing 
over 53 additional ostriches of various 
ages.

One significant fact in connection 
with the importation of these birds is

inexpensive
It was com-

Furnishing the dining 
jeast problem of any roc 
especially if a young com 
the four-room house or 
adapted to average inc

The keynote of the r 
simplicity and the me 
of building often equip 
one of Its most import 
furniture, the built-in 

If this is already in 
large articles of furni 
for the room are the ta 

A good table of high 
ter-sawed oak, durable 
appearance, may be s 
oval or round style, 
and pedestal base, for 
any reasonable-priced 
or department. Chairs 
leather seat upholster 
found for 12 each.

If the sideboard is 1 
a cabinet is desired, ar 
may be secured at $15 
as large as 9x12 feet, 
$10 upward. The curti 
as simple as possible 
need not cost more tha

For the young bride 
been endowed with a 
box" for the garnering 
linens, the purchase 
and napkins will be a

With a highly polish 
a centrepiece and doll 
for breakfast and lu 
ordinary and one fine t 
to be sufficient. A 1 
napkins and a dozen ft 
should complete this

and quickly made.trap
poles twelve feet longposed of four

fastened at the 
more often with

formed into a square, 
corners with nails or
shaj-a-nippy, which is cords cut from 
buffalo hide lashed on when green or 
wet. When dry it held like iron. The 
frame was covered with fish net.

The net was set up between trees 
and the birds attracted by chaff strewn 
on the ground. The net was pulled 
over them when the catch looked big 
enough. One hundred and sixteen 
birds is the record catch, according to 
an oldtimer who frequently took part 
in this form of hunting.

Now the only known living wild 
pigeon in the world is to be found at 
the Zoo at Cincinnati. She is nineteen 
years old, without hope of progeny. 
Her last mate. Sammie, died two years 
ago. This is the record at the Biologi­
cal Survey of the United States de­
partment of agriculture. On Oct. I. 
the long search for a family of Pas- 
senger. Pigeons, commonly called ‘ wild 
pigeons," virtually ceased, and all 
money offers for "undisturbed nests 
were withdrawn by the government.

None Have Been Found.
“It is no use to hunt," said Chief H. 

W. Henshaw of the bureau of biologi­
cal survey. "Saillie is the only one 
in existence. We have had reports of 
flocks of wild pigeons from North 
Carolina to the Great Lakes, but we

be until next March that Mr. Asquith, 
nued with them that hardly a twig or secretary for Ireland, whobetter 
a branch could be seen which they did known in America as an essayist than

distance of seven miles, became so

not cover: on the thicker branches ; as a politician, will take the country 
into their confidence as to the detailsthey had piled themselves up on one
of the home rule bill. That la the time 
fixed for the introduction of the meas­
ure in the House of Commons.

Will Have Clear Field.
By that time, it is expected, the leg­

islative decks will have been cleared, 
leaving home rule in full possession, 
without encountering the danger that 
might come from a desire on the part

another’s backs quite about a yard 
high. When they alighted on the trees
their weight was so great that 
only big limbs and branches of

not 
the

were broken 
firmly rooted

size of a man’s thigh
straight off, but 
trees broke down

less
completely under the

load. ...
"As soon as they had devoured the 

acorns and other seeds which served , membership to force the consideration 
them as food, and Which generally • of other public matters of importance, 
lasted for a few days, they moved to In the meantime, the Government, if 
another place.” Its declared purpose holds, will endea-

Mr. Kalm told of a sea captain that Ivor to prevent the contents of the pro- 
reported that three miles of water in | posed act from becoming known. That 
the ocean not far from Sandy Hook purpose was announced in the Com- 
were covered with dead pigeons, which : mons the other day. coupled with the

of any large segment of parliamentary

that this importation will end with will see that the boast that 1 shall 
the Bloomburg batch. All countries have a hundred thousand birds fromMR. JOHN REDMOND.
through which the ostriches have been 
transported are unanimous in putting 
restrictions on their removal, and no 
more birds can be brought out of the 
country unless they are smuggled out.

In describing his experiences while 
collecting the birds Mr. Hile said:

"I started my actual hunt from Ji­
buti, on the east gulf of the coast of 
Somaliland, being the only white man 
in the party. I had with me 64 na­
tives, and for four months we stayed 
in the interior getting out birds. The 
methods were exceedingly simple. We 
built a big trap of twigs and brush, 
made so strong that not even a lion

my present nucleus is no idle one. The 
feathers are worth $25 to $500 at each 
crop a bird, the value depending on 
the state of the plumage, some birds 
having finer feathers than others. The 
finest birds are valued as high as $50,. 
000 apiece on account of the superior- 
ity of the feathers over the feathers 
of less valuable birds. The birds pro- 
duce a new crop of feathers about every 
eight months.

"The cost of keeping ostriches le 
estimated at $10 a bird each year. 
They thrive on three pounds of chop­
ped hay a day, but will eat a variety 
of things with apparent appetite."

had been killed by a storm or mist or more important statement that the 
snow. About that time the pigeon, committee to which had been intrust- 
family began to diminish. As civilisa - ed the duty of outlining the scope and 
tion increased the birds decreased. The general provisions of the measure had 
unusual visits ceased about the time

statement purporting to give some de- Parliament’s control over Ireland will tails of the home rule measure is be- be similar to the rights exercised y 
ing discussed in a manner to indicate the Federal Government in Washing- 
that the commentators do not doubt i tan over the States of the Union, that the truth of its essential features. Both is, the Imperial Government will have 
legislative bodies, it is declared, will be supreme authority in matters concern- 
elective, but on a different basis of ing the army and the navy, customs 
franchise, and a portion of the upper 
chamber is to be named by the

completed its report.
Mr. Kalm was here.

Dr. Colden, who owned an estate on 
the Hudson River, declared to Mr. 
Kalm that on two different occasions, 
at an interval of several years, he 
witnessed two flights of pigeons that 
darkened the sky for two or three 
hours. It was at the period when the 
wild pigeon nested in Canada, near 
Quebec, in the forests. Gradually, 
year by year, they moved back Into 

I the wilderness because boys stole their 
young and robbed their nests of eggs 
and hogs ate the acorns.

Some Good Indians.

the countryMr. Birrell has taken
into the confidence of the Government 
to the extent of announcing that the 
Government's proposal is to establish 
an Irish executive in Dublin, with a 
parliament composed of two houses. 
Beyond that he has not indicated how 
far he and those associated with him

ing the army and the navy, 
and internal revenue, coinage and pos­
tal affairs.

How Gladstone Stood.
In a proposal of this character Iles 

the likelihood of opposition from a part 
of the Irish Nationalist party, but such 
opposition is not regarded as danger­
ous to the success of the home rule 
cause. As a matter of fact, Mr. Glad­
stone did not concede control in these

have found none."
The lonely old bird at Cincinnati was 

one of six when first captured and 
caged, but all of her mates have pass­
ed away. When she dies the species 
will have disappeared from the earth. 
That is the opinion of the scientists.

Prof. C. F. Dodge, of Clark Univer- 
sity, Massachusetts, who had control 
of the rewards offered for the person 
Who would locate and report a nesting

crown.

John RuReadjust Constituencies.
The new parliament at Dublin is to 

be elected by constituencies so distrib­
uted as to readjust the present under- 
distribution of Irish representation in 
London. This, it is pointed out, would 
give Protestant Belfast a greater de­
gree of representation than it would 
have were the distribution to be based 
on the number of Belfast constituen­
cies in the House of Commons.

I in the ministry are prepared to go to­
ward the realization of the cause for 
which O'Connell, Gladstone and Par­
nell worked with such vigor and en­
thusiasm. But a forecast of the Gov­
ernment's scheme has appeared, and 
while John Redmond has repudiated it 
as “mere speculation and guesswork, 
there is a disposition in other quar­
ters to regard it as based in the main 
on authentic information of the Gov-

ecret Service Still
The Terror of Siberia By

matters to the proposed Irish Parlia­
ment, and he encountered no disposi­
tion on the part of Mr. Parnell and his 
following to criticise him on that score.

In this connection Mr. Kalm made 
"And it now looks," said he, “as if a most interesting observation, show- 

the worst tears of the American na- ing a good side of the Indian.,. 
turalists were about to be confirmed. "While these birds are hatching, 
and that we are ‘in at 
finest race of pigeons the world has

The Story of a Spiri 
Worked Hard 1

pigeon, has lost hope.
said he, "as if

While the March of Improvement Has Been Rapid in the Outside 
World, the Russian Prisons Are But Little Better.

Home rule for Ireland seems certainBut the friends of the measure are 
aware of many difficulties in the way 
of bringing their scheme to fruition 
which must be eliminated or so dispos­
ed as to overcome or minimize oppo- 
sition that otherwise might develop 
among many of those on whom 
Government must rely for support. At positiveness, 
tention has been called to the difficulty i 
that confronted Mr. Gladstone when 
arranging his home rule programme in 
determining the number of Irish mem­
bers who should sit in the British Par­
liament. Involved in this problem were, will 
considerations as to the participation force in 
of these members in the disposal of 
questions which did not affect Ire­
land.

The current expectation is that the 
proposed measure of the Asquith Gov­
ernment will permit Irish members to 
sit in the House of Commons, but in 

the smaller number. There is expectation 
the also that the measure of the Imperial

to bring about a readjustment of the 
police supervision that obtains in the 
little island. In fact, the author of the 
statement claiming to give a synopsis

about to be confirmed. "While these 
the death’ of the said he, "or while the young ere not 

yet able to fly, the savages or Indians 
in North America, do not shoot or kill 
them or allow others to do so, pre­
tending that it would be a great pity 
on their young, which would in that

ernment’s purpose.
The Telegraph’s Attitude.

The antagonistic Daily Telegraph, 
whose bias is seen in its use of the 
phrase, “the home rule conspirators, 

i is one of those journals which accept 
the forecast as having some degree of 

■authority. It appears to take for 
I granted the statement that while Ire- 
I land is to have full self-control, the 
i Irish Government is to be subjected to 
: the supreme supervision of the Imper- 
1ial Parliament, but holds that the su- 
: premacy referred to—so far as serious 
;interference by the Imperial Parlia­
ment is concerned—is as formal as the 
technical supremacy of the Sultan over 
the affairs of Egypt," and adds: The 

choice is between union and

"The Life of Ruskir 
Cook. Two volumes. C 
Co. 21s net.

produced."
Some years ago there were two 

schools of wild pigeon fanciers. The 
one argued that the race was extinct, 
and the other, that a few families 
were still in existence, and to prove 
it, rewards for pigeons, dead or alive.

A soldier thumped the butt of his tries with loaded and bayoneted rifles.of the London Government's plan takes 
the it for granted, and indeed asserts with 

that a civil police, un-
Around the entrance of the main 
building, a large white stone struc­
ture, loll a handful of soldiers smoking 
the inevitable cigarette. A gilded 
cross tops the gable beam. Massive

the wooden side- 
window an hour be-

bayoneted rifle on
walk beneath 
fore dawn a

our
case have to starve to death. Some 
of the French told me that they set 
out with the intention of shooting 

Isome of he birds at that season of the 
year, but that the savages had at 
first with kindness endeavored to dis- 

of suade them from such purposes, and 
later added threats to their entreaties 

Instead when the latter were of no avail."
The passenger pigeon is about the 

dove and has a longer

With today's issue of 
E. T. Cook completes 1 
tribute to the genius of 
volumes of the great 1 
which occupied him te 
fabric of his memor: 
rounds off the task. The 
cipleship contain no me 
ample of devoted servie 
takes his place among 
ographers. His name w 
that of his subject, not 
to Johnson's, for he he 
well’s delightful Intrus 
certainly as Lockhart" 
He has brought to hii 
resources of Ruskin’s 
timate correspondence, 
also an enthusiasm de 
but controlled, judicial 
is not engulfed in the t 
easily upon the swirlii

It is a theme as thr 
literature—a story • 
agony of joy or pain, 1 
We do not seem to tot 
man, solid material, v 
appetites of the flesh; 
as an influence, intai 
wind, swift and fierce 
menacing as the thun 
Hashed through his ti 
of sword and fire, the 
burning up the frail € 
until the flame went < 
pathetic figure, with th 
and the still intense ey 
haunt the shores of Ci 

The Solitary
Perhaps so sensitive 

spirit could never have 
the rough world. “We 
able if we marry," w 
Jane Welsh—I quote 
"but life will be unb 
don’t." Ruskin suffered 
conflict between the ST 
terial setting. But his 
intensified the conflict 
chant of Bloomsbury a 
the wonderful child in 
fection. He was 24 bef 
a holiday alone, and 
daily to assure them 
climbing dangerous la 
when the sea was roug 
he said, "debarred me 
cise but walking. They 
ride lest I should be 
was dangerous beet 
drowned; and boxir

armed, will be substituted for the
1 Royal Irish Constabulary, that military 
body that has been the subject of so 
much adverse criticism and so much 
enthusiastic admiration. That there 

be a small imperialistic police 
Ireland is suggested by the

morning or two ago and
hard knuckles gave an urgent knock

whose house iron-bound gates swing back- 
word from your cicerone, and theon the door. The man in 

we lodged went downstairs barefoot-were offered.
Not a Nest Found. Sleepy soldiers drop their cigarettes 

and salute. Inside the yard arc rows 
of susbtantial barracks with heavily 

“The student Sorin Akimitch Boba- barred windows. These are the work- 
reekin lives here," he said. "I want shops of the prison. If you visit Si- 
him„ berlan prisons, after making an ap-

A few minute, later a pale stripling pointment, expecting to see floggings 
appeared, with eyes bespeaking both and brandings and incarcerations in 
fear and astonishment. A handcuff dungeons, you will be disappointed, 
was linked tightly around his slender But if, by the time you reach Irkutsk,
wrist and. with the soldier leading, he you have not become accustomed to
was marched across the silent theatre filth unspeakable vermin in profusion,— - and miasmatic, malodorous room air,

a visit to the prison will be remark-

ed, candle In hand.
Capt. Varlokoff, of the police, stood 

without

At this juncture of the controversy 
Professor Dodge and a number r* 
friends interceded and changed the 
nature of the money offered, 
of asking for pigeons dead or alive, 
they offered to pay their informant for size of a ring . :
undisturbed, inhabited nests. The of- tail than any other pigeon, that being 
ERDR eBecan th athem € A^«a^, a nilt ,
express to Mr. Dodge to be passed governor-general of Canada about the While for the present there is to be upon, but fortunately none of the ex - middle of the eighteenth cel t, authoritative disclosure ofhibits was a pigeon’s nest. Most of two wild pigeonsto France with him, scheme of the Asquith ministry. 
them were nests of the mourning but they did not muintsy ___________ -_____________ _ -------- —-------------

Remarkable Scene When "Pit - Brow” Women
Fight to Maintain Labor at the

the statement, but he is in-writer of
clined to think that with police con­
trol mainly in the hands of the Irish 
authorities the proposal to retain a
minimized constabulary force under
the supervision of the London Gov­
ernment would not prove an insuper­
able obstacle to the drafting of the 
bill.
'em today.” (Here two strapping girls 
stood up at her invitation and showed 
themselves beaming and healthy to the 
audience.) “If God spares me I can 
face another 36 years. Talk about lan­
guage! Why, we are as respectable as 
anybody. I goes to the Sunday school, I 
and I can face anybody." (Here she 
displayed her Sunday school books and 
her "character" from her employers, : 
won by 30 years of labor, producing it1 
out of a green envelope.) "I hope when I 
the bill is up you will give us a hearty 
welcome and a good vote." (Cheers.)

Another pit-brow girl, an ambulance 
worker who did service at the great 
Wigan disaster, spoke also without 
false modesty and with the heartiest 
Lancashire directness. "We can be 
quite as good Christians as anybody 
else," she declared, and she also said, 
amid laughter, "We have had such a 
hearty welcome in London that I don't 
think we want to go back." I

plaza in the half-dark. Three days 
thereafter, our landlord told us, . he 
was inside one of the iron-barred "ar- 
estantsia" coaches on the Trans-Si-

ably enlightening.
Within the workshops, chained to 

their benches and watched by cigar-

Mines berian Railroad bound for Krasnoy­
arsk, where he would be put aboard 
the caged prison barge and 
others, few or many, as the case

ette smoking guards, the ( invicts 
with pass the greater part of the day. Car- 

might penters, weavers, cabinetmakers, tail- 
broad ; ors and cobblers are kept pretty busy 

at their tasks. They are clad In drab

soa
be, towed 1,000 miles down the 
Yenesei, another 1,000 up the River
Tungaska, and march far to the north

Federation, and strong resentment was 
roused by the mayor's reading Mr. 
Smillie's attack. The lassies laughed 
with derision as he read how Mr. 
Smillie had seen women “twisting 
themselves almost to death in an at- 
mosphere so thick that they could 
hardly breathe." “It must have been so 

inserted thick," the mayor remarked, “that 
had insert ed i Mr. Smillie could hardly see.’ (Laugh-

ployed he gave first-hand evidence of the healthiness of the occupation. and 
compared It favorably in that respect 
with mill work. The platform was 
much amused to hear that the univer- 
sal costume of the Welsh pit-brow 
girl is "a black hat with a black os- 

______________________________________________________ trich feather." He had asked Sir Ar- 
About a score of pit-brow women Kmt the proposal to abotiehlabor his amendment, and sir Arthur was 

from Lancashire and Scotland sat on in the process 0
the platform at the Memorial Halt, shoving.” They also demand the fran- and hadLondon, England, at a meeting of pro- - ---- *----------- *-11114*
test against the abolition of their live­
lihood. Some of them were the same 
women who a few months ago walked 
unabashed into the home office and 
put their case with homely vigor to 
Mr. Churchill and Mr. Masterman. 

has been taken

uniforms, each man's name and num­
ber stamped on the back of his jacket. 
Their feet are bare. Chains weighing 
about five pounds hang between the 
ankles. And, most conspicuous feature 
of all, the half of each man's head 18 
shaved. Conversation between con-. 
victs, so long as it does not interfere 
with their work, is permitted.

Opposite the workshop are the 
sleeping quarters. The interior is not 
unlike that of a warehouse. Long rows 
of sloping bare wooden shelves, on 
which the men lie with head to the 
wall and feet stretching outward, line 
the walls. An open drain runs down 
the middle of the dormitories. No 
bedding is provided.

"Don't the men find their ‘beds’ 
hard?”’ you ask the Inspector at your 
side.T "Hard!" he exclaims. "How? Does 
not the peasant sleep on the floor of 
his hut?” „

"But these bugs and the air can’t 
make sleep any too deep," you protest 
noticing the animation of the shelves 
and the lack of ventilation.

“Niechevo” (that doesn't matters 
verbal shrug of the shoulders), The re- 
plies. “They are used to that."

The fine system for petty offenders 
will not work in Siberia, for the type 
of man it treats humanely in 
civilized countries cannot afford even 
slight monetary disbursements

You can get yourself incarcerated » 
a Siberian prison for curious enses 
A short time ago a woman belonging 
to the Greek Orthodox Church in, 
koutsk gave birth to a child and had 
it baptized in the faith of her husband 
—Roman Catholicism. For this ac 
she had to serve three months in is 
local jail, the

The brutality, which once gave the 
prisons of Siberia so unenviable a rep 
utation has ceased to be glaring! y cone 
spicuous, though there abundant 
evidence to ehow that it flickers 
far more often than la pleasant ” 
contemplate In this humanitarian, the 

The indletment the prisons and gee 
prison system deserve today is the and 
nial of a trial to the "politicals" old 
dumping of all criminal offenders.’“ 
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Continued on Page Twenty.

Five Thousand Women Send Delegates to Protest That Work Is 
Not Deadly—One Brave Old Veteran Declares She Will 
Never Accept Old Age Pension While She Can Work Some

and east to Yakutsk, the coldest town 
In Asia—the oblivion Russia reserves
for her revolutionary adolescents.

The stripling was a student in 
Omsk Realistic (trade) School.

the 
Of

of the Girls Healthy and Comely. the crime charged against him none of 
his friends has knowledge.

Boston, Mass., U. S. A., has been 
called by one of her favorite sons a 
state of mind. In a sense the same is 
true of Siberia, or, as our landlord put 
it, a state of terror and temperature.

For two hundred years Siberia has 
been Holy Russia's convict colony.

ter.) Hundreds of these women whose 
occupations were being taken away 
were supporting households. What 
was going to beocme of. them? It was 
most serious in these days of narrow­
ing sources of women's employment 
suddenly to close 5,000 places. The 
legislators did not seem to have given 
the slightest attention to this aspect. 
He quoted the testimony of doctors and 
nurses in Wigan to the healthiness of 
the occupation and Its safety.

Miss Roper, who has visited many 
the Lancashire pit brows, said that in 
some of the districts there was a great 
need of occupations for women. The 
result of the prohibition would be that 
the pit-brow women would be crowded 
into other trades, and would necessar­
ily beat down wages in those trades 
for other women as for themselves. "If 
we are being run by the employers," 
said Miss Roper, alluding to Mr. Smil- 
lie’s speech, "It is an extraordinary 
thing that we have not seen a penny 
of their money. As a matter of fact 
the agitation is being run without any 
funds at all."

From the Pit "Bree."
A telling speech was made by a Bol­

ton pit-brow workers, Mre. Andrews. 
It was to this effect (omitting much of 
the dialect); "Well, we have come a 
long way fra our homes. I have had 
36 years of it, so I know something of 
the pit broo. I've had sisters on the 
pit broo, and my mother was there, 
too. So we're pit-broo bred. (Cheers.)

inthe process erroneously called "tub not able to produce any good
“ . ----i - A a. ------: -a to admit that It was

reason, 
much

chise as a protection for working wo- | healthier for women than sewinm ina 
men from the present frequent legis- garret, Mr. Churchill, When exclu- 
lative attempts to rob them of their rotary was strongly against the ex 
employment. . .

“Manufacturing Unemployment."

retary, was strongly against 
sion of women, and he hoped that MI. 
McKenna would take an equally 
straightforward and courageous view. 
Mr. McLaren told how he was able to 
defeat an attempt to prohibit the work 
which was made a generation ago.

More plain words in defence of the 
women came from an old lady of 70..............................Across its steppes bands of Cossack- 
who began thus: "Well. I ve had 40 guarded criminals, murderers and 
years among the coal dust, and I can counterfeiters, Nihilists and forgers, 
do it still." She amused everyone by unredeemed prisoner of war, arch 
her caustic remarks about Mr. Smillie. I scoundrels and frivolous youths, beg- 
and won applause by saying: "They 
say, ‘Why don't you go in for an old

"All the trend of modern legislation,"

Since then, their cause has eutragtiet sided, “is to take away opportunities 
--- 

women from employment," and i 
-Mee. 

land not only that, but the women more than a slight push ("nothing but 
would have to pay double when out of shoving with two fingers," Miss Gore 
Ir arc -F 

against the clause in the mines bfore sa leuege at tennte parties 
than I did on the pit-brow." (Ap- 
plause.) The women were the most 
decent and upright class it was pos- 
sible to mid. Work at the pit-brow 
was certainly letter than sitting and 
starving at home. No one had sus- 
genreJ what the women were to do 
place of pit-brow work. "Aye, they 
won’t keep us,” said one of the women 
behind the apeakor, and there was 
laughter.

Of the 5,000 pit-brow women in 
England and Wales, the Mayor of WI- 
gen stated, 3,000 work in the southeast 
Lancashire SCE field. He spoke of 
"Sir A. Markham’s wicked amend- 
ment,’’ and replied to the charges that 
this Is ‘a bogue agitation got up in 
the interests of the mine owners,” by 
describing how the movement began to 
Wigan. The statement was made at 
a miners’ conference by Mr. R. Smillie, RTE exist. Outing,the president of the Scottish Miners’ Pence when they began, but look exist. Outing.

gars and princes, girls and old men, 
innocent villagers to whom for someA Personal Test.

Miss King May, who has qualified as 
“the amateur pit -brow woman : by do- 

compared it lig the work, gave an’ account of her 
Government pro- ; experiences When she worked at the

age pension? I won't go in tor * pen­
sion while I can do an honest day’s 
work."

Previous to the meeting Miss Bertha 
Mason entertained the deputation of 
pit-brow women at tea in the Vic­
toria Mansions Restaurant. Invitations 
to meet the pit-brow women, issued 
to members of Parliament and others 
interested in the agitation, were ac­
cepted by Sir George Toulmin, Sir 
Arthur Boscawden, Mr. J. W. Sum­
mers, Sir Clifford Cory, Mr. Needham, 
and Sir Albert Spicer (provided their 
parliamentary duties permitted), and 
by Lady Beatrice Kemp, Lady Bam­
ford Slack, Mrs. Thomasson, and 
others..

EXTERMINATION OF THE
BUFFALO.

utterly inadequate reason the local 
grandee had taken exception, have 
been driven far into those frozen 
wilds.

A few years since, when the Trans- 
Siberian Railroad pierced the contin­
ent and opened up the country for ag­
ricultural and mining development, 
Russia recognized the folly of squan­
dering this rich domain upon mere 
convict stocking. Since 1900, jails 
have been established in European 
Russia, and all deportation, save that 
of "politicals” to Yakutsk and mur­
derers to the island of Saghalien, has 
ceased. There are still, however, to 
be seen heavily barred and guarded 
"arestantsia" wagons attached to 
trains on the railroad—cars from the 
interior of which echoes the sinister 
rattling of chains — but they contain 
men being shifted according to the 
exigencies of local accommodation and 
the length of their terms. No longer 
can there be encountered on the zone 
of colonial development long strings of 
sore-footed convicts goaded on through 
the snow by cruel lashes of the knout

By judiciously pulling the necessary 
wires it came to pass that the other 
morning we went through the prison 
of Irkoutsk, the great Siberian clear­
ing house, where convicts are sorted 
and sifted for the expiation of their 
crimes.

It is surrounded by a twenty-foot 
fence. At the corners are posted sen-

partly to 
protection for working
legislative attempts to 
their employment. It 
by three societies—the 
Professional Women's 
ciety, the Lancashire and , 
Women's Textile and Other Workers 
Committee, and the Women’s Trades 
and Labor Council. The women were 
dressed in Lancashire costume—clogs, 
print dresses, snow white aprons, neat 
shawis round the neck, and cotton 
coal-scuttle bonnets. They followed

against the clause In the 1 
as an unwarrantable interference with 

interest, liberty. Such an extreme interference 
could only be justified by strong rea- 
sons. but she argued that there were 
no good reasons for prohibiting pit- 
brow work as being unhealthy or un­
fit tor women. The work was partic­
ularly healthy, she said, and the wo- 
men on the platform clapped with de- 
light when she explained that doctors 
often sent girls who were III In the 
unwholesome atmosphere of the mills 
to work on the pit brow for change of 
air. “The girls never get indigestion, 
because they swallow so much coal 
dust.” (More laughter from the pit- 
brow girls.) The people who were 
taking this work away from tha wo­
men suggested no alternatives.,

Mr. Walter McLaren, the member for 
Crowe, who moved the resolution, 
«poke strongly in support of the wo­
men. As the director, of a Welsh col­
liery where many pit girls are em-

DOD 
KID!

the speeches with vivacious 
Many of them came from Wigan col­
lieries, and there were four from the 
Scottish coal fields of Lanarkshire and 
Fife, who wore shawls for head cov- 
ering over a curious red coif, or inner 
shawl crossing the forehead. They represented the 2,783 Scottish pit-brow 
lasses who have fallen into line with 
their English sisters. One of the Fife- 
shire lassies tried her hand at factory 
work, but finding her health impaired 
turned to the "brae," and is now (as 
Miss Alice Crompton says) the pic- 
sure of health and comeliness."

A resolution was carried demanding 
the deletion of the clause. There is, 
the resolution said, overwhelming evi­
dence to prove that this work is 

’ neither too heavy nor in any way un- uttable, being done under good con- ditions, short hours (a se Ven-hoor 
.day), and very much In the open afr.

PlIn 1881 the hide-hunters shipped 50,- 
000 hides to the east. The next year 
the number was 200,000, and 1883, 40,-I have done everything there le to be 

done. I canna apeak fine. We had to 
work to help to keep the home. Talk 
about shoving tubs! Ugh! I might as 
well shove a dolly-tub. (Laughter.) It 
is good exercise for women. If Mr. 
Smillie, as they calls him, would come 
on the pit broo and help us a bit, it 
would be better than him trying to

000. Only 300 were reported in 1884,
and after that there were none at all. 
In 1883 Sitting Bull and his band, with
some white hunters, killed the last
10,000 of the Northern herd. The last 
survivors, 10 in number, were killed 
en the Big Porcupine in 1886, and 
were mounted for the National. Mu­
seum. With that the wild buffalo of 
North America practically ceased to

24TH
take our livings away. There are girls 
here who were not worth three half-

t

sent’


