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LONDON WELCOMES HER SONS

.

Old Boys, With Their Wives and Danghters, Are Flocking to the City of Their
Youth From All Parts of Canada and the United States.

*

CITY HAS MADE BIG PREPARATION TO ﬁlVE THEM A ROYAL RECEPTION

The Days of Old Will Be the Subject of All Conversations—Joyous Meetings of Old Friends Will
Be Witnessed Everywhere and Incidents of the Pasy Will Live Again—Many of the Events
of the Past, Now Remembered by Very Few, Were Recorded in the “Times.”
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don’s populace in the forties, there Is
this to be said—they will not be numer-
ous. They will recollect that towards
the close of 1845, London was just re-
covering from the terrible conflagra-
tion which wiped out such a large
business are earlier in the year. As
rapidly as it could be carried on, the
town was being rebuilt, more substan-
tial structures were taking the place
of those destroyed by the flames, and
from a business standpoint there was
not much cause for complaint,
was plenty of life in the town, which
at that time could always boast of
large number of British regulars., Lon-
don could boast of ong newspaper as
far back 1845—the Times, bright
weekly sheet, which kept the people
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of happenings at home
Telegraph and railroad
in little London then,
the mails, carried cross country
stages, had to be almost entirely
pended upon for the news.

CLAMORED FOR RAILWAYS.

While London, as already stated, was
without a railway of any Kkind, the
people were clamoring for one. Not
only was this the case in Londen, but
it was the same at other important
points, for it was seen that a road
would open up the country as nothing
else could do. So constant was the talk
about railways that the Times came
out in the tall of the year with an
editorial on the question. Here is the
way it looked at it: ‘“The mania for
railroads, which has for some time ex-
jeted in England, where it first gener-
ated, after spreading at a more recent
date over many parts of continental
Furope, has latterly shown some rabid
symptoms in this country. Even our
quiet town of London seems not alto-
gether free from the infection, as ex-
emplified for about a week past, in
the extreme anxiety of a few individu-
als to purchase stock in the Great
western Railway. is somewhat
amusing to observe the alacrity with
which certain individuals trot about
fr3ym house to house to find out the

advised
abroad.
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owners of stock, even hailing some in |

expressions as
in the Great

the streets with such

“Have you any shares

Wesern Railroad?”
“yere are several lines of road ad-

vocated by individuals, each professing |

one ostensible object—that of

ensterrh and western frontiers, but
se @ifferent local interests being at

s . e 3 badd oy 3 .
tating the communication between our | ;o j 345 and .in its report of the | faj 4 i . and easy” affairs were
ing in 1345, d g p e | faithful execution of the trust reposed | «gg» at some of the taverns.

Ve
for the superiority of their route over
all otheri, There are also some other
iines conemplated which may be con-
sidered asiso many auxiliary branches,
tending tolsupport the one main road

that we thnk should be supported, on |
accom- |

the broad grinciple of public
modation, Feeping in view future as
well as present advantage. And as we
are to have a road in some direction,
we hope thal every consideration of
personal and Yecal interest will be laid
aside, and tht each individual who
feels interestel in the success of so
great an undataking, will unite to
accomplish thel making of one main
road in the mo\t advantageous situa-
tion. \

“Although we fave an opinion on the
subject for our ywn town, abstractly

exira |
the |

There |
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faecili- |

anceé each party strongly contends !

, considered,
hension as to the commencement
terminus, for nothing short of in-
ganity in the directors can ever induce
them to divert the line essentially from

| this place.

z “Ag our opinion, not formed alto-

| gether without some experience and

| of our contemporaries, as well as many
tof our subscribers, regarding railroads
lin new countries, we may resume the
subject at a future time. We under-
istand all the shares in the Great
| Western Railroad have been pur-
chased, mostly by English capitalists.”

SURVEYING COMMENCED.

The surveying of the Great Western
Railroad was commenced late ™ the
year by two parties under the direc-
tion of H. Strange and William Hale,
civil engineers. The work was begun
lat Hamilton, with Fort Erie and Ni-
lagara Falls as the objective points.
"The Suspension bridge, which spanned
'the river at the Falls for so many
{years, was then contemplated. One
{of the surveying parties was to gain
the summit of Hamilton Mountain in
a westerly direction, with a view of
continuing to Windsor, and as the
|directors were adopting energetic
measures to have the line completed
lat the earliest possible time, parties
‘ be started at other points.

| were to
| This was in 1845, and the road did not
|reach London until 1854, Railroad
building was not as rapid then  as
[now, when it is hoped to complete the
| Grand Trunk Pacific in five years.

: EDUCATION ADVANCING.

| There was this to be said of the
i’l‘imesmit took an independent course
{on all matters, and never failed to
speak its mind, regardless of whom it
might please or displease. About that
time steps were being taken to advance
ithe cause of education, and the Times
i(~xm‘essed its -approval in the follow-
ing way: “It is pleasing to ebserye
the efforts now making to introduce
one wuniform system of education in
tour common schools, by the introduc-
ltion of a set of elementary books

| which are mnot only better calculated |

|than are such as have been
{ general use to establish a regular and
limproved system of practical instruc-
| tion, but are also better suited to im-
‘plant in the mind of the rising gener-
lation sentiments truly British, of hon-
{orable integrity and loyalty — senti-
| ments which their parents or guar-
| dians should ever glory in cultivating
jand fostering, and in the practice of
{ which, in after life, they should them-
iselves ever feel the honest pride of
| Britons.” .

FOUGHT A FIRE.

Here is something of interest to the
iveteran firemen, although there are

in most| we understand that not one,

{
|

we are under no appre- opportunity taken to introduce another
or | master,

and the school appropriated
by the inhabitants of St. Thomas as a
superior sort of an instltution, bearing
some resemblance to the district school
of London, though supported out of the
funds of the district.

The anxiety of some of the papers of
that day to secure the printing of the
council’s bylaws was shown in the re-
port of this meeting. Tenders for the
work had been asked of the Western
Globe, the St. Thomas Standard, and
the London Times. The Globe’s offer
was conditional, owing to a difficulty
in ihe calculation of the work to be
done. The Standard named a definite
sum, and the Times offered to do the
work as cheap as any other, even
gratis if any other firm wanted it at
that figure. In regard to this the
Times says it would be difficult for
any person not present at 'the meet-
ing of the council to believe what a’
great deal of party feeling was elicited
by this trifling business. One member
of the council—Mr. Coyne—considered
himself greatly insulted by the offer
of the Times, a remark that caused
th2 remainder of the council to enjoy
a hearty laugh. Other members of
the council believed in encouraging the
home concerns, but when the vote was
taken it was found that nc decision
had been reached and the chairman
had to vote to break the deadlock. He
came to the conclusion that the offer

;«,

Resolutions aﬁ;ming that opinion and
authorizing the eollector to make a new
application for the rates, were passed
unanimously by the parish council.

DRANK WHISKY AND DIED.

| Though the population .of the coun-
|try was slim, there was the average

number who were liable to do foolish

things. The Times tells of the cases of
| a young man and a boy: ‘“We regret to
{learn that about a fortnight since, a
[fine, promising young man of the name
iof Smith, residing in Garafraxa, came
ito an untimely end through drinking
jan immoderate quantity of whisky.

Having, with the remainder of the fam-

ily, arrived in the provinee only a few

months since, and as yet a compara-
|tive stranger to the effects of this com-
{mon, yet pernicious, liquor, he, being
|in company with his brother, foolishly
imade a bet that he would drink a
| quart of whisky, without taking the

bottle from his mouth.He accomplished |
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| this feat, but at the cost of his life, |

| death immediately ensuing, By the To-
ronto papers, we sSee that a somewhat
similar occurrence took place in that

|
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|

of the Globe and the Tirtes was 100 |

indefinite,
the work
office.

RAPPED OVER THE KNUCKLES.

The Times did not pass the council
over with the reference already given
to its session. In the issue of the fol-
lowing week, it tells of the closing
meeting, and as the council was ad-
journed for want of a quorum and
much business of importance remained
unfinished, the paper gave the inem-
bers a rap over the knuckles. “On
Friday morning,” it says, “about the

and he voted
going to the

favor of
'Thomas

in
St.

appointed@ hour, a few of the members !|ing in great pain through the night,died | Smit
attended in the councii room, and af- |next morning in a poisaned state.” To |
ter some conversation and  waithg for |this'are added the selitf{ments of the ed- |

some time the warden adjourned them
for three months for want of a quorum,
there being not more than nine or ten
of them present, nor yet In town. As
of the
many bylaws were finally adopted, the
whole session has been ithrown away
through the non-attendance of some
of the members. Such an unusual ad-
journment may occasion a great deal

| of public inconvenience, and, perhaps, |

some private injury. We, however,
trust that a similar occurrence wili

forth the negligent members will see
the necessity and justice of punctually

after
office.

having once qualified for the
Although we admit that it is

an onerous and unprofitable office, and | avail themselves of his good judgment

it certainly appears to be a hardship

|
|
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London’s Veteran Teacher, YWhose 0ih
Anniversary of Teaching Startod the

{ Old Boys’ Movement.

i
|city about a week since, A .youth,
| scnrce]y 12 years of age, drank upwards
iof a pint of whisky, and after linger-

(itor, who says: “We trust these in-

| stances will prove cautious to all in |

| the habit of using this liquor, and more
especially against parents permitting
or encouraging their children in the
use of what is naturally disagreeable
to the taste, until practice makes it al-
most a necessity.”

o

; GOVERNOR RESIGNS.

| The sudden and unexpected
ment of Sir Charles Metcalfe as Gov-

jernor-General took place towards the |
not again take place, and that hence-  close of that year, and it created no |

The !

§litt1e :11_1xiety as to his successor.
|suggestion was made that the Brit'sh

| and constantly attending to what we iministers should postpone the appoint- |
{ consider to be their paramount duty, ment of a new governor for the colony

until
land,

Sir
in

Charles
order

returned to
that they

Eng-

might

|—for it was generally acknowledged

few if any of them ix} the city today ! to compel a man, when elected, even that he was a man of splendid ability
|who were connected with the fire fight- ' against his will to serve without any !Ill-health was the cause of Sir Churle‘s:
|ing corps of the town so far back as |

| 1845.

| broke out on the night of Nov. 14, and |

was extinguished by the town fire
company and a squad of men sent with
a fire engine from the military bar-
racks: “Last Friday night about 12
lo’clock we were awoke by a cry of
[‘Fire, and immediately afterwards
heard the alarm bells ring. On going
to our windows, at the north énd of
the house, we observed that the teni-
'porary building erected in the church-
vard as a workshop and a great quan-
| ity of lumber adjacent were enveloped
in one mass of flame. The town fire
company were soon on the spot with
their engine, and soon after a party
lof the Eighty-first Regiment arrived
| with the engine from the barracks.
Both parties exerted themselves in a
praiseworthy manner, but we are sorry
to say their efforts were unavailing
except to stay its further progress. The
inight being perfectly calm, and
being some distance from the church,
it was happily prevented from spread-
ing. The estimated loss varies, but as
there was a good deal of finished work
for the church and some tools, it must
be of considerable amount. We un-
derstand a man and woman are in
prison charged with being the cause
of the fire.”

This fire gave rise to some ill-feeling
'on the part of the volunteer fire com-
'pany towards the Western Globe,

|
whose account of it was not altozether

fair. Henry Groves, afterwards high
constable for the county) was captain
of the fire company at the time, and
in a letter to the Times he sharply
resented statements made in the To-
ronto publication.

; HAD BIG DISTRICT COUNCIL.

| The council of London district then
| was much larger than the city council
| of the present time, comprising, as it

| did councilors and aldermen. Tuesday,
Nov. 11, was the day set for one meet-

proceedings the Times says that Law-
rence Lawrason, Esq., had received a
letter from some practical man offer-
| ing to erect a new and efficient hot air
stove in the prison, and that though
he would require tne money down he
would be willing for the sum of $550,
to give good security for the dura-
bility and efficiency of the stove. The
reasonable offer, though strongly
urged by the chairmen and Mr. Law-
| rason, was rejected on the ground that
it would be cheaper fer the present to
heat the prison with ordinary stoves.
The question of the model school at
| St. Thomas also attracted the atten-
tion of the council. Mr. Lawrason
| wanted to know by what means the
inteniition of having a model school in
| that town nad been frustrated. He
| told the council that a competent per-
| son who thoronghly understood the
| system, had been dismissed (probably
| for just and prcper reasons) and the

it |
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pecuniary recompense, or subject him

It relates to a slight fire which| to a heavy fine, yet we conceive the |

moral obligation is not on tha. account
the less imperative upon him fatthfully
to perform the task whicl. has been
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R. A. CARROTHERS,
First Vice-President Home Guard.

assigned to him. There may be de-
fects in the law (which we admit there
are), but that circumstances cught
never to form the groundwork for o
conscientious man to build uron as an
excuse for the least negligence in the

in him by his fellow townsmen.”

“DUNNING'* ROYALTY.

A matter which attracted some in-
terest in Canada, as well as the old
land, was a little tax dispute in which
Prince Albert was implicated. The
prince was at issue with the parish cof
Windsor, and refused to pay poor rates
for Flemish Farm, alleging that there
was no beneficial occupation, and that
the property belonged to the crown.
The arrears due amounted to

At a vestry meeting, Mr. Judge ob-

served that most certainly the prince |

beneficially occupied the property, for
two oxen sent to the Agricultural Show
at Dublin sold for £70 or £80 each. The
prize ox exhibited at the last Smith-
field cattle show, as well as other cat-
tle, were all fattened at Flemish Farm,
to say nothing about the crops, and
other agricultural produee, from which
his royal highness d%rived great profits,

£2,000. |

| retirement.
| 0DD ADVERTISEMENTS.

‘ If some of the advertisements of
5those times were to appear in the daily
lpapers of today they would cause some
|amusement. The Times enjoyed a good
| advertising patronage, and many of
ithe ads were worded in a peculiar
!style. Ralph Smith was the proprie-
| tor of the Blackfriars Mills then, and
{ during the night his office was visited
i by thieves, who carried away a table

and many papers. Here is how Smith
i announced it in the advertising
‘columns: 5 reward and very m;m;{
|thanks to any person who will give

information of a portable oak-colored
jdesk, which was wantonly taken out
| of my office window last spring; con-
| tained notes and papers of conzider-
{able value to the owner; also sundry
| receipte and vouchers connected with

| 5
{the Board of Claims for Rebellion
notice meet the

‘s

| Losses. Should this
eye of the guilty person, let him re-

| member that ‘penitence will cover a

| multitude of sins’ and that this notice |

shall be his only punishment.”
l John Norval was a druggist in Lon-
3(10n in those days, and he announced
|a great bargain as follows: “Bear
| killed! Caught him at last. The sub-
i scriber has much pleasure in intimat-
| ing to his friends and the public that
{in consequence of his advertisement he
i has procured the oil of a very large
| bear, killed in the township of Col-
| borne, Goderich, last week, which may
| be had in the unadulterated state at
"his sign.”

{ J. J. Beniteau, of the French
{ directly opposite the
{ Lawrason, presented his compliments
| to the enlightened public of London
|and its vicinity, and algo told them
| that he had just returned from Mon-
|treal and New York with the most
i complete assortment of fancy dry-
| goods, groceries, ete.

“Free

residence of I.

| the
| Peasley
iand Webster advertised one for every
| evening at the Shakespeare Inn, near
{the Theater Royal, and guaranteed
|that the utmost decorum would be
| preserved. Those who might wish to

spend an evening in hilarity were told

they could not find a better oppor-

tunity ‘in the town of London.
| Victoria Cottage Inn, corner of York
|and Richmond streets, had a free and
|easy every Monday evening, and the
“social sons of wit and humor” were
| respectfully invited to attend.

What is probably the smallest pub-
lic school in the world was opened at
| Easter on the Hallig Nordstrandish
| Moor, in Schleswig-Holstein. It has
| been closed for some time in conse-
quence of the depopulation of the is-
land, but it is about to be opened
again with one mas¢er and two pupils.

retire- |

stove, !

The |

‘City Clerk Edwards made a find a
week or so ago that is of particular in-
terest in these days, when old boys and
iold times so occupy the attention of all.
| He was rummaging through the vaults
|at the city hall for old books so that
| he would know just what sources of
linformation about the city’s early days
| were there; and he came across the
|minutes of the very, first meetings of
|the municipal council of this city-—
| from 1855 to October, 1856. This eveni-
|ful year in the life of the city of Lon-
{don, its time of swaddling clothes and
linfantile trouble, is described with
| elaborate detail by the painstaking

‘
|
!
|
|
|

_lclerk ot that period, Mr. John Doyla,

| whose penmanship, by the way, in P‘lli
recording of all that transpired during
a whole year of council meetings, 1s

| time when undecipherabke sérawls had
{uot become tashionable. The first meet-
ling was held on Monday, Aug. 15, 1855,
lat the Firemen’s Hall, and was called
!"l’m‘ the purpose of electing a mayor”’
| for that year. There were then seven
| wards in the city, and each was repr-
| sented by two aldermen, and two coun-
cilmen. They in turn elected by vote
|one of their number to the position of
'mayor. It is interesting to note the
names of those men, the prominent men
of the city's earliest days, who sat
| around the council table, fréom the very
| beginning, and directed the affairs of
| the baby municipality. ih ward 1,
| Peter Schram and James Moffatt were
|aldermen, and John Blair and Barnwi-
| bas Wheeler, councilmen. Murray An-
{derson and Elijah Leonard were alder-
Imen in ward 2, and the councilmen
{were Wm, McBride and George M.
{ Gunn. The third ward was represented
{by Ald. James Daniel} and Ald. Joseph
| Gibbins, and by Councilmen Arthur
| Wallace and John Clegg. Robert Ab-
%ernuthy and John Wesley Kermott
| were the aldermen in No. 4 ward, and
| the councilmen were Francis Smith :mq
David Glass. In the fifth ward Danici
Lester and George G. Magee were ald-
| ermen, and Thomas Carter and Robe. t
h the councilmen. John Carling
and Thomas Peel had been elected ald-
ermen in the sixth ward, and William
Glenn and Paul Phipps were the coun-
cilmen. wm. Barker and William
Darly, and Robinson Orr and John
| Mills, represented ward 7, the first two
|as aldermen and the latter two as
l-councilmen. This was the body of
| stalwart citizens who met on that
evening of the 15th of January, 1855,
to choose the first mayor of the
of London, who “handed in their oaths
of qualification, as also their oaths of
office, and took their seats.”
FIRST MAYORALTY CONTEST.
The election of a mayor for the city
of London has been the occasion of
many a warm scrap, and it is interest-
ling to observe that even the first of
these elections educed the yeas and
nays. It was, however, a friendly bhat-
tle, this first tussle for the chief mag-
| istracy. The two parties to it were Ald.
| Murray Anderson and Ald. James Dan-
iell, Ald. Anderson received 17 votes.
His competitor received 10. Ald. Dan-
| iell voted for the successful candidate,
| “who then took and subscribed the oath
| of office and took his seat.” At this
| meeting notice was given of a motion

|
|

|
|
|

|

|
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WwW. BENNKT,
Fourth Vice-President Home Guard.

g"fnr the appointment of a committee
| for ‘'the purpose of taking into consil-
| eration the formation of a board of po-
| lice’”’: another, “for the appointment of
i a police magistrate.”” The council then
|adjourned, toO meet, by the way, at 2
io’rlock in the afternoon of the follow-
|ing Monday, At the following meet-
ling it was moved, and the motion car-
ried, ‘“that this council shall meet in
| future at 6% o'clock.”” Tt became popu-
lar subsequently, as all London knows,
| for the aldermen to meet, theoretical-
|1y, an hour later, which means 8 o'clock,
iand for them to lambaste the ambient
| atmosphere of the council chamber in-
| to the most inconsiderate hours. It was
|at the second meeting of the coun-:il
{—a position which included the work of
| clerk of the police and recorder’s court

—and his salary was to be £200 per an- |
|num. This must have been a fairly large
salary for a municipal servant to ve-|
Jefore this was |

ceive

in those
decided upon,

days.
two economists wanted
|to cut the salary to £150. This histor-
\i(‘nl incident is

| perusal of present day officlls who

imay extraet from it what consolation |
{ th it |
| civic salaries have always attracted th:

{there may be in the knowledge

{little hammer. A “city chamberlaiy”

| the first to occupy the office.

Pope so efficiently fills at the present
time.
The council chose the first assessors

city |

that Mr. Doyle was appointed city cle”k |

inserted here for the;

lalso was appointed, John Brown being |
which |
corresporided to the one which Mr. Joaa |

His salary was £150 per annum. '

D DAUGHTERS TO THE OLD HOM!

| at this meeting, Messrs. Johnston, J. F.
| Rolfe and Benjamin Nash, whose sal-
| aries were to be £ each for all
vices. A. S. Abbott was appointed the
city’s first collector at £150 per annum.
One other appointment was left to this
meeting, that of wood inspector, which
the council thought could be properly
given to Mr. John Wilson.

POLICE FORCE INITIATED.

The meeting held Jan. 29, 1855, saw
the initiation of the London police force,
which in that year was far from being
| the numerous body of handsome anl
lintelligent men whose presence duriag
1()]\11 Boys’ week will have none of the
1lm‘rm's for the returned ones, that their
v‘w‘edevussol's‘ forms inspired in the
| youngsters of the past, who are the Dld
| Boys of the present. “In their opmn-

{ St~
|

| beautifully regular; it is a relic of the ljon,” the special committee reported,

“it is necesspry to employ a sufficient
police force in the city of lL.ondon for
the protection of property, the prevea-
tion of crime, and the preservation of
the public peace.” How’s that for “apt
illustration's artful aid?” *“The commit-
tee are satisfied,” the report went on,
| “that proper men cannot be had for sit-
uations so responsible, without pay-
ing them for their services, and they
recommend that the high bailiff be
paid £75, the high constable £62, and
each of the constables £5i0 per annura,
over and above all fees collected or
received by them in the discharge cof
their duty.” The report included a re-
commendation that seven constables be
employed. It was adopted. It was
moved also ‘“that each policeman be
ifurnished with a staff, and a crown or
Imotto, attached to the buttonhole, to
{dcsignz\te their ccupation.” Here is an
{idea that might well be adopted now
| How assuring it would be if one want-
ied a match handed down or to
the time, if policemen wore hangin
'from a buttonhole, a motto saying:
‘“This Is A Policeman”? The style
jadopted in the What-Is-Home-With-
|out-a-Mother mottoes ¢ould be obtain-
led very cheaply.

i - Reference is made in the m
{ this meeting to the “‘Committee
{Tanks." This is remarked upon here
{ with some mikgiving. It is not said
whether this was a sort of vigilance
| committe or a Whitecap organization
for the control of citizens whose ab-

»
s

know |

inutes of |
on i

1
{
t
|
H
|

‘sorhent capacities justifies that appel- |

i lation.
| tation of this name it will go far to re-
move feelings of veneration for

spired by the oft-heard sorrow
| pressed because of the passing of
'good old days.” It seems strange
ithere is no subsequent mention of any

conflict of duties between the newly-ap- |

| pointed police force and the “Commit-
tee on Tanks.”

Following the report of the “Commit- |

{tee on Tanks,” suggestively came that

If that is the proper interpre- |

the |
citizens of the past that have been in-

ex- |

“the |
that |

|

1

|of the license commitiee, which issued |
I the licenses at that meeting to taverns |

land saloons. Some of the ones meén-

| tioned are herewith quoted in the hope |

that the recollections of the
1 Old Boys will be stirrsd by at least one

visiting |

! paragraph in this unadorned and ver- |

{acious tale:
Hotel,
tel, the American Hotel, the Prospe«
House, the Commercial Hotel, the

terloo Hotel, the Prince of Orange,
| Western Railway Hotel, the Sun Inn,
i the Harp Inn and the Farmer’s Inn.
{Several appointments were made at this
| meeting. Henry
! to ring the town bell, Thomas VanVal-
| kenburg to be high bailiff, Wm.

Robinson’s Hall, the City
t
Wa-
the

nedy poundkeeper and William
liams city crier, and bill-poster. Some
‘of the council wished policemen of those
tdays to be ‘‘the glass of fashion

Scatcherd,

the Golden Ball, the Western Ho- |

|

Boyd was appeinted | and
) Reil- |

ly to be chief constable, Michael Ken- | alderme
Wil- |

and |

the mold of form,” judging by a motion |

put at this meeting that “‘each of
policemen be furnished with a uniform
by this council of the value of £7 103,
lin addition to their salaries. A very
| decisive *‘Lost” is written after
motion.

ALDERMEN FINED THEMSELVES.

The
15th

|

of February was remarkable for

the | and Gibbins for
| cilors

that | fines
i council this even

|
|

meeting on the evening of the | being ab
i shall

| very little of the business done. Notice |

of motion was given at it that
council intends to apply at the next
session of the Parliarvent of this prov-
iince for the passing of an act, en-
{abling this council to sell a certain par-
cel dof land in the city, granted for a
i potters field.” Another motion that car

ried was to this effect: That any mem- |

ber of this council who has absented
himself or may hereafter abseént him-
self without giving a sufficient
for so doing, shall be subject to
of 2s 64 for each time he

I'¢

a fine

so absents

himself.”” At this meeting algo the coun- | this council

' cil seemed to realize that when
men meet after the evening meal,
they sit down to business with
feeling of contentment that rises
them from the table, theyv are
more easily to be led into the evil
|over-speaking. It was a
{this weakness, which aldermen of to-
day would hesitate to make, as well as
la shrewd move towards cutting o

|needless discussion, when at this meet-
{ing they adopted a motion to meet at
4 o’clock—about an hour and a
before they would be willing
linquish the _relish of debate
;plu-usuro of the table.

Some of the old timers who are now
{on their way home will be inlerested
i in the following which is fount
minutes of the mecting of ¢ 2

“Your committee beg to report that
they have examined the city Lall and
find the west part of the
story well adapted for the purposes of
a lockup house, and therefore recom-
mend that that part of the building be

alder-
when

that

apt
of

haif
to
for

re-

tl

1 R,

to be completed as eariy
Does this clause remind anyone
time when no squads of
sallied out of an imposing gray stone
postoffice >—*‘that this council 1
the postoffice department the

as possible.”

shoon

+
L

| mond street for the term of
i

'fitted uff by the postoffice department.”

{

of a|
postmen |
| Ald.
ease 10| point
in |
the south end of the city hall on Rich- | purchase of the grounds on which t

|

ason |

| believi
with |
| bilities, res«
confession of |

| sum (8]

[ would

1e |
the | time
basement | g

fitted up for a lockup house, the work | husineszs
I business

1

How Many Remember the Days When the First Council of London Met af
the Firemen’s Hall in 18557

THE CONTEST FOR THE MAYORALTY IN WHICH MURRAY ANDERSON WAS ELECTED

Minutes of Those Early Meetings Tell of the Beginning of the London Police Force, Consisting
of Seveni Men—City Lighted by Twenty-One Gas Lamps—Names of the Old
Hotels—The City Officials of Those Days.

FIRE BRIGADE OFFICERS.

was heid on March

distinguished chiefly on ae¢
count of the election of efficers fo
the fire brigande, when the following
gentlemen were chosen: Chiel en
gineer, Francis Smith; first assi tant
John Craig; second assislant, A. §
Abbott. The meeting that followe:
was marked by the council’s decisiod
to ‘“‘petition the Legislature of thif
province for a grant of £200 to assis
in defraying the expense of (he erec
tion of a public hospital.” The alder
men and ‘councilors were in an ex
tremely irrascible mood that afternoon
owing perhaps, to their meeting be
fore 6 o'clock, and to their anxiety t
get -home to their evening meal. Thd
result fell heavily upon the city en
gineer of that time, who, after thg
meeting, was out looking for a nev
joh. A motion passed without a singl.
amendment “that this council dispensg
with the office of city engineer for thg
preseat year, except for thea completior
of the city hall and other existing
contracts.”” The state of their tempe
was shown also by a motion which
“ordered that the clerk be directad i
write to the auditors and state tha
if they do not comply with the repor
of the finance cominittee as far as

has reference to them making thei
reports monthly, their services will b
dispensed with.” Those whe disre
garded the mandates of the coune
of that time, the Leonards and Fran
Smiths, the Mills and McBrides an
the rest of them, did so at their risK
It is recorded here also that ‘‘the dee
of land given by the late Colonel Bur
well to the town of London for

pleasure ground be referred to th
solicitor for his opinion therecon.” Th

A meeting

which is

: RUMBALL,
Third Vice-President Home Guard.

the
insq.
the first
March
‘tor of

position for

solicitor, by way, was Thom

Almost
meeting
of an inspec
ures, a

three

thing done at 1l
19 was the electin)
weights and meas
which thers we
Messra, Sarmu
McBride and P. Mg
Mr. McBride got 14 vote
duly declared elected. T
minutes of the meeting of April 9 co
tain the first reference to any of ti
being fined. On that afte
recorded, ‘“the followir
were fined for being abser
opening of the council and fd
absent frcm the couneil, vis
Darley, Lester, Leona
being late, and Couy
and Carter for beir
Magee took pity upc
ind moved ‘“that t
the members of t

for being late ax
with the di
all membe

of
1
g .
applicants,

Samuel

was

n
noon, it is
gentlemen
at the
being
Ald. Kermctt,
Gunn, Ori
absent.” Ald.
the olfenders
imposed upon
ing
absent shall

tinct

remitted
understanding that
1t or late for the futwu
be fined.” But the council h
saia that th would be fined and fing
they were, 1d. Mage motion beir
defeated. they sturdily believy
in their cowm and its prospects
shown by clause in the finan
committee’s That regar
the circular of ¥ Talbot. 1
we are of opinion that the objoct
view of visitin Europe for the pu
poses of iving lectures on the r
the encourag
thereto ve
would recommet
£10 be granted ¥
nable that gentlem:
carry out's lesirable an objeq
him fuily competent to afio
every information that may be r
>ard to the can.

quired of him with 1
T and future prosped
provinces and their ri
12es A field of immigration
on public improvemeny
t this meeting that the snus
1 would complete t
1l for rent,: Ay
was f{iniched the rente
t to not less than £1,
and would thershy n
i th~n being pal
already expended, b
the whole outlay
per annum. At th
T.ondon light
and the water
reported having ma
with Manager Garth of t
y to put in 19 more, ma
of 40, each of which w
city £10 a year.
he other striking
recorded during the qui
months that followed is suf
gested by this motion presented
Councilman F. Smith and geconded
Moffatt: That this council
a committee to negotiale
Provincial Government

A
o

1t
Yy
this
report: as

aman

2
sources
ment of
commendable,
that the

Canada and

immigration 1S
sum
1o

to

of these
vdv
The
reported

Qn
inte

committee

S a

building [ D ity b
that

amoun
per annum
only save ‘th
on
make
about

terest

1hot

was
by 21 a
a
gas
ing
to
One

cost £
of t items

a
wi

the for t

w0 vears | harracks are now situated, an
. arracks : W € - , and that t
at the rate of £150 per annum to be|said :

committee shall report to t
council before completing the purchas




