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1 do not want to die," he said, 
"but I am not afraid. I have been 
wounded before."

There was a touch of pride in his 
tones, and his mind went back to the 
days of his youth, when he had fought 
for hie country.

At a sign from the acting surgeon, 
Fairfax was moying away on tiptoee, 
but Peters saw that * he was going, 
and whispered, eagerly:

"Look after my master, sir! Don't 
let him be muritered, too!_ The man 
who stabbed me was employed by 
Viscount Melville. Find him, and 
you may get him to confess. He can’t 
be far away. I threw him over the 
balustrade. Find him—find him!"

He tried to rise on one elbow, but 
the doctor pressed him back.

“I will do as you wish, Peters," 
Fairfax promised.

“Tea, and you may then learn the 
fate of Mr. Edmund!"

’ He closed his eyes, and began to 
mumble incoherently.

“I must administer a sleeping 
draught” the doctor decided, “or he 
will make needless trouble for him
self and us." Then he added: “1 
suppose his assailant is in the hands 
of the police?"

“I had quite forgotten the wretch 
in my anxiety about the poor fellow," 
Fairfax confessed, "though it what 
he says be true, it is more than prob
able that he is beyond all need of 
earthly interference.”

He drove back * the Temple with 
Rogers, and a couple of policemen 
were called, who were on duty about 
the law cèurts.

“A man has been stabbed," Fairfax 
‘on the steps leading to myx 

chambers. We have left him at St. 
Bartholomew’s and he informs us 
that he threw his assailant over the 
balustrade. If this be true, you ought 
not to have much difficulty in finding 
the would-be murderer. The fall is 
enough to kill a man; but he was not 
killed, because there is no trace of 
him.” .

The policemen examined the stairs; 
and saw the bloodstains; then they 
hunted in the dark corners of the 
court until they-came upon what ap
peared to be a heap of huddled-up 
clothing.

It was fully fifty yards from the 
scene of the attempted murder, and 
when one of the officers touched it 
with his staff, a moan of agony made 
him start back.

“He's here, sate enough!!’ he re
marked td his companion, and both 
flashed their lanterns simultaneously 
at the black object.

•"Hello! what yer doin’ here?” de
manded the officer who had taken the 
initiative all through.

“Go away, and let me die;" a taint 
voice whispered. “For Heaven’s sake 
don’t touch me. The agony is more 
than I can bear. I feel that I haven’t 
a whole bone left in my body.”

The sergeant sent his companion 
for an ambulance and at the same 
time called to Fairfax and Rogers, 
who were searching in another court.

“We’vo got him, gentlemen," he 
said.

They looked at the wretched mass 
of humanity and shuddered,' for the 
left hand was swollen to doable its 
normal size, and was a black ps soot.

“Poor devil!" muttered Fairfax. 
"His hours are numberer, but I hope 
he will live long enough to confess 
fill that lie knows—that he will con- ! 
fees the motive for his foul crime." J

With the ambulance came the pris- ! 
on surgeon and two extra men. ! 
There was no sound from the crushed 
body now, for the man had found re- ; 
lief in insensibility.

(To be continued.)
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tack upon Edmund on Waterloo
Bridge.

J'l am sure,” he said, "that It must 
have been a preconcerted affair. An 
ordinary footpad or highwayman 
would not have left his booty behind, 
and these people never murder for 
murder’s sake. Even the most hard- 
enered ruffian must have his own safe
ty "imperiled before be kills his vic
tim."

“But I have no enemy,” Edmund 
protested, for the twentieth time.

“There is this Richard^ Marlowe, 
{who has dared to aspire to my daugh
ter's hand,” Lord Morden said, indig
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CHAPTER XXXVIII.
For a few moments, both the bar

rister and Frank Rogers were held 
spellbound with horror.

"It is Peters!" cried Fairfax. "Poor 
fellow! He has been stabbed! He 
has been murdered! Quick, Frank! 
Help me to carry him into my room, 
and while I stanch the flow of blood, 
nm tor a surgeon."

The wounded man was laid en a 
couch, and the barrister pressed his 
handkerchief to the puncture, which 
was draining his heart, while Rogers 
harried away, in search of a doctor.

A policeman directed him to Fetter 
Lane, and in fifteen minutes Peters’ 
wounds were being cared for by ex
pert hands.. They were serious—they 
were dangerous, the surgeon said, 
but, with reasonable care, he did not 
think that they would prove mortal 
The poor fellow had missed death al
most by a miracle, and he advised hie 
Immediate remove! to St Bartholo
mew’s Hospital.

"I Will go with yan," he added, 
"and explain that it is not necessary 
to take oft the bandages til! to-mor
row, though," he added, with, a smile, 
"the doctors on duty will net he wil
ling to accept responsibility until 
they have satisfied themselves as to 
the extent et the injuries."

Rogers hired a carriage, and Peters 
was carried Into it the drive to St 
Bartholomew** was hut a short one, 
and the vale* was soon In the best
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