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will conduct the defence,” replied-Sir 
Gilbert.

Ralph turned quickly.
“Old Bulpit?" he said, with an at

tempt at a sneer. “What does he 
know of criminal law? It would have 
been better for tilm to keep clear of 
this, I should have thought."

His fellow-magistrates regarded 
him with faint surprise; but no one 
said anything, and Ralph, seeing that 
he had created an unpleasant im
pression, hurried on.

“Tremendous lot of people here. 
Morbid curiosity in the lower orders, 
eh?”

“Yes; but natural enough. The 
poor woman Tiad been performing in 
the town, and was a favourite, and 
the murder"—Lord Parodel corrected 
himself quickly—“the affair is so hor
rible that it is bound to cause a great 
leal of excitement. I’m told that 
there are special reporters down for 
the London papers.”

The magistrate’s clerk came in to 
irrange the order of business; for 
there was the usual number of small 
ind unimportant cases, and then the 
nagistrates filed into the court and 
oo ktheir seats on the bench.

The place was crammed, and the 
>uzz of conversation was with .diffi- 
■ulty suppressed by the clerk and the 
isher's peremptory:

“Silence!”
When the cases of petty larceny 

md “drunks and disorderlies" were 
;one into and the small fines impos
ed, or discharges pronounced, Mr. 
lulpit and Edward remained in one 
>f the outer corridors, saying the last 
ew words in comparative quietude.

“I should like to have seen the 
irisoner—your friend—before the ex
amination; but it cannot be helped. I 
hall have plenty of opportunity af- 
erwards. He will be sure to be re- 
uanded or committed."
“I’m afraid So,” Edward agreed, 

vith a sigh. “Are all the magis- 
rates here?"

“All except Lisle—and here he is— 
ust driven up.”

Lisle got out of his dog-cart, and 
ntered the corridor a moment later. 
“Bryan!” he exclaimed, in evident 

-gitation. “What on earth is this I 
lear? I have only just come back 
rom town. It can’t be true?"V

“That my friend Rayne is charged 
vith murder? Yes, it is. You have 
leard the account?”

“Yes. It is impossible, incredu- 
ous!” said Lisle, quickly. “I haven’t

The Valleymeeting her. He could play his part 
fairly well before her father and the 
rest, but he was conscious of a vague 
dread of Mary’s clear eyes.

“What is the matter? Has she seen 
a doctor?" he asked.

Lord Hatherley shook his head and 
sighed.

"No. I begged her to let me send for 
him; but she will not do so; and yet 
she seems quite prostrated.”

“It may be only a cold,” said Ralph, 
absently. “Has—has she heard about 
this murder?” he asked, his eyes 
wandering from Lord Hatherley’s
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like the erst of us. I’m sure I’m sick 
of the subject! Every man and wo
man I’ve met has talked of nothing 
else.”

“That Is not surprising,” said Lord 
Hatherley, with a sigh. “No such ter
rible crime has been perpetrated in 
this county since I can remember, and 
it is only natural that it should 
haunt one's mind to the exclusion of 
other things.”

“I have refused to talk about it,” 
said Ralph, with a fine air of impar
tiality. “I—I suppose I shall have to 
sit on the bench to-morrow; I should 
like to get off it, if I could; and I'm 
rather seedy.”

“You are not looking at all well,” 
said Lord Hatherley, regarding 
Ralph’s pale and haggard face and 
its still blood-shot eyes, with 
dull marks beneath them; “1 
think you ought to sit, if you 
We should all like to avoid so painful 
a duty, of course; but, after all, it is
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* “Rayne—Rath Rayne."
Mr. Bulpit murmured it 

times.
“I’ve a kind of notion that I’ve 

heard it before; but I may be mistak
en. It is a strange story—wellrnigh 
incredible, as you say. And you and 
he are millionaires, Mr. Edward?"

“About that,” replied Edward, 
moodily. “But money will not help 
either of us, as I said. What a crowd! 
Whoa! whoa!”
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He had to check the horses, for the 
High Street was thronged with peo
ple, standing and moving about with 
the air of curiosity which proclaims 
that something far and away beyond 
the ordinary is happening. The mob 
parted, and made a lane for them to 
pass through, but pressed after them; 
and Edward pulled up the steaming 
horses at the court-house door.

For nearly four hours the excite
ment hqd been fermenting, and a 
spirit of feverish unrest had agitated 
Market Ration; it reached a head as 
the crowd fought its way into the 
pokey and inconvenient court, which 
was too small to hold a tenth of the 
people clamouring for admission.
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ton, is here, I am told. He is a very 
clever man, and, no doubt, will make 
an exhaustive investigation. I hear 

famine the wood 
where the murder

SMYTH’SI shall be on the bench to-morrow, 
and I don't like to discuss the matter 
with anyone.”

“Quite right and proper 
my lord.” said Mr. Green, 
lord, there is nothing fresh—as yet.”

Ralph nodded, and walked on with 
an impassive face; but the cool.
“as yet” haunted him.

Was it possible for this 
hound—who looked like a b£ 
clerk—to discover any clue 
should lead him to suspect?

With a shudder, he went S' 
to his den, and sinking into a

$541,000CHAPTER XL. Estab. 1875. Smyth’s Building,that he is going to 
—the spot 
committed—this morning.”

“Why is he doing that?” asked 
Ralph, sharply, and with a twitch of 
the pale and swollen lips. “There is 
nothing more to be discovered there, 
I should think.”

Lord Hatherley shook his head.
“One would think not; but Green is 

a man of great experience and knows 
his business."

“He’ll find the evidence against this 
fellow quite sufficient,” remarked 
Ralph, rising and moving to the win
dow, and back again, restlessly and 

‘We shall have no diffl-

feeling, FishinTo Ralph the hours passed in a 
kind of demoniac dance, treading on 
his guilty soul “with burning feet.” 
Everybody about him was thinking 
and talking of nothing but the mur
der in the wood, and he had to listen 
and join in the conversation with an 
assumption of grave regret, and yet 
with that ease which belongs to a 
clear conscience. He kept to his den 
as much as he could the day before 
the examination, and scores of times 
he found himself wandering to the 
sideboard in search of the drunkard’s 
consolation; but he had to restrain 
himself. He knew that a chance word 
might betray him, and he could not 
trust himself when the drink was in 
him.

This effort at self-restraint increas
ed the horror and dread of his situa
tion, and once or twice he felt as if 
he were breaking down under the 
awful weight which pressed upon 
him; but he encouraged himself by 
mentally going over the evidence 
against the suspected man, and assur
ing himself that it was more than 
sufficient to convict him.

In the course of the day he walked 
over to Hatherley, but he did not see 
Mary. She was too ill to leave her 
room. Ralph was relieved by her en-

was in the Big Fire, 1892. Absolutely 
no trouble when a loss occurs.
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“A witness?” said Bulpit.
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cused of tills awful and brutal mûr
ier saved my life the other night, 
and I say that he is incapable of 
inch a crime as this.”

Edward seized his hand and
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pictured the silent, self-contained 
man peering and poking about the 
horrid spot which never for a mo
ment faded from Ralph’s mental vis
ion.

He took a sleeping draught that 
night, and fell into the heavy slumber 
which a soporific produces, and he 
woke

wrung
uncertainly, 
culty in committing the prisoner for 
trial."

Lord Hatherley frowned, 
sat upon the bench for many years, 
and had always endeavoured to ad
minister ustice fairly and impartially.

“I cannot say," he said. “I always 
carefully guard against forming an 
opinion until I have heard the evi
dence in court”

“Just so—jutft so!” assented Ralph, 
hurriedly. “Of course the fellow will 
get justice. Well, I’ll call for you to
morrow morning. Give—give my 
love to Mary, and tell her how sorry 
I am that she is ill, and how—how 
much I miss not seeing her."

“Thanks, Lisle!" he said. “I don’t 
know what you are alluding to—oh. 
I’m not surprised at my ignorance. 
Rayne is the last man to talk of his 
own good deeds; but you have come 
to the right conclusion.”

(To be Continued.)
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next morning with so 
parched a tongue and such ragged 
nerves, that he found it absolutely 
necessary to take some brandy before 
his pretence of a breakfast.

As his hand shook too much to 
permit him to drive, he ordered the 
close carriage.

Lord Hatherley and he drove 
through the crowd to the court
house just before Edward and Mr. 
Bulpit, and they went by the side 
door to the magistrate’s room. There 
was a very full bench, and the small 
room was inconveniently crowded.

“This is an awful business, Hath
erley,” said Lord Parodel. “How do 
you do, Ration? Most unfortunate 
that it should have occurred in your 

he added, as he looked at
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park,
Ralph’s haggard face.

“Oh, yes; very unfortunate, of 
assented Ralph. "Can’t get 

it off my mind!”
Sir Gilbert came up to greet them. 
“I shall not sit to-day,” he said, 

gravely. “The prisoner is a friend 
and partner oil my son’s, and I think 
it better to take no part in the exam
ination.”

Lord Hatherley, who was the chair
man, inclined his head.

“You know best, Bryan," he said. 
“Is Edward here?"

“He has gone for Mr. Bulpit, who
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