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A BLOW AT THE -HUDSON BAY
RATLWAY.

Mr. HMaultain obiects to the con-
struetion of the Hudson Bay railway
as~a.-Dominion enterprise. He de-
clares the provinces most directly
concerned should be left to secure the
construetion of the road® themselves
or to- de - without it.. This proposal
though launched in a Saskatchewan
Provincial campaign, and advanced
as a matter of Provincial policy con-
cerns the people of Alberta quite as
much as the people of Saskatchewan,
and -gives then a direet and vital con-
cern -in the outeome of the local elees
tions“in “that Province. Tf the Scott |
Government is returned, the Domin-
ion will be urged and encouraged to
prosecute the enterprise as rapidly as
possible ag a Dominion work, and at
Dominion expense. If Mr. Haultain
should win the Dominion would be
asked to relinquish the undertaking
and the other Western Provinees ask-
ed to join Saskatechewan in bearing
the burden of its construction, This
on the supposition that M, Haultain
in office 'would respect the proposals
of Mr. Haultain on the stump. The
people of the entire West have there-
fore a dollar and cents interest in the
suceess or failure of this scheme. Its
success means that the three youngest |
Provinces of the Dominion must bear
the expense; its failure fhat the whole
nine Provinces shall contribute to
Itz success means that a milllion peo-
ple will undertake the burden; its
failure that the load will be distri-
buted among six millions. As we in
Alberta are numbered among themil-
lion we must be pardoned for think-
ing we have some concern in the mat-
ter.

Why he desires to load the enter-
prise on the Western Provinces Mr.
Haultain has not yet explained. Pvl-[
haps in this he is wise for the explain
ing is likely to be both a lengthy and
an ubpleasant business, There is cer-
tainly nothing in the provinecial econ-
omy of Saskatchewan to suggest ei
er the necessity or the wisdom of it
Net a mile-of the proposed line will
be within the boundaries of that Pro-
vince. Saskatchewan could therefore|
collect no taxes from it if built by :
Company. The Province stands t«
gain nothing either by the local in-
dystry it ywill generate or by the traf-
fie it will handle that will not be
gained quite as fully, as quickiy and
as surely if the road be built und
Federal auspices, All and absolutely
all that Saskatchewan would gaiu
would be fhe privilege of bearing a
larger &hare of its cost and the re-
sponsibility -for a larger share of it
deficits should §uch occur. Unless we
misinterpret the business acumen of
our neighbors this is a kind of dis-
tinction they do not covet. To  the
Manitoba
precisely

people of Alberta and -of
the proposal means
what it does to. Saskatchewan; tha!
thew.should undertake a costly enter-
price which the Dominion has already
undertaken for them. From the stand-
point -of Saskatchewan and of the
group of Western Provhices there does
not appear one valid reason nor om¢
tenable pretext why we shoald relieve
the Dominion of the burden and £ad-
dle it upon- ourselves.

Whenee then the motive for this
reversal of Mr. Haultain’s stand of
two years: ago,; wheén he declared in
thé Kegiglatare: “IL the Federal Gov-

|'cpuses of the trouble than the fact

o fthe traditional “corporatich con-
nections™ of his party? No Canadian
enterprise has so much reason to op-
pose - the construction of the Hudson'
Bay road under Government owner-'
ship or any other ownership as thel
Canadign Paecific Railway. Their in-)
terests are ‘antagonistic to it by the '
necessities of geography. - It is de-
signed as a ‘“‘short cut” to Europe.
The C.P.R. do'not want any short-
cuts. If so, they would have built a
Hudson Bay railway years ago, Their
money is made out of the long haul
from the prairies to the sea, and any
proposal to shorten that haul is - a
blow at both their supremacy and
their business, Where either its mon-
opoly or its I;mm‘_v has been concern-
cd the C.P.R. has never shown itself
indifferent either to its friends or its
enemies. To the former it has stuck
closer than a brother. The latter it
has pursued with unwearying persis-
tence. 1 It is the third political party
in Canada, maintaining with ~ vigor
and consistency its single-planked
platform of the C.P.R. first, last and
Gratitude and promise
have combined for a generation to

in “between.

affiliate it with the party whose forces
in Saskatchewan are headed by Mr.
Haultain. In his blow at the railway
the: €. P. R. has most reason ' to
dread that gentleman re-asserts hig
unflagging devotion to the interests
of this formidable alley.

THE PUBLIC AND THE STRIKE.

The C.P.R. machinists quit work on
Wednesday, apparently in practically
@ll the shops on the system. Their
number is said to total 8,000, and to
comprise practically the whole force
of men on whom the Company was de-
pendent for maintenance .and repairs
of their engines and cars. The imme-
diate cause of the conflict is the fail-
are of the Arbitration Board to effect
differ-
ences between the Company and the

1 satisiactory adjustiment of

machinists, which have been hanging
fire for some time. The Board wert
ndeed unable to reach a basis unani-
mously satisfactory to themselyes,
and presented a majority and a min-
ority report. The Company accepted
the .conclusions of the majority; the
men stood by the contentions of the
minority, Jatk of this lies the real
ause of disagreement. Some months
ago the Company posted a series of
new regulations covering the opera-
tion of their shops. The change
touched the classification of employ-
ees and thus the questions of wages
and hours. This the men declared an
act of hostility toward the union, and’
the subsequent refusal of the
pany to accept the minority report
from the Arbitration Board 'they cite
1s a pursuance of that course.

The public are less concerned in the

that trouble is on. It is an admitted
principle in industrial conflicts that
the recal sufferers are the non-comba-
tants, For this reason each party to
a dispute endeavors to secure public
sympathy, to the end that
may exert its influence in

public
opinion
forcing or persuading the other to
capitulate. This consideration no
doubt weighed in the minds of the
machinists and -helped - to determin
the moment they should *suspend
work.  The busy season for the C.P.R.
is- now in sight. The Western crop
is fast ripening, and in a month or
six weeks every available car and
engine will be needed in fit condition
to haul wheat to the Lake terminals.

Yet without constant and efficient
supervision and rgpairs during thesc
intervening weeks mugch of the rolling
would inevitably get out of order and
the crop movement would ecatch the
Company handicapped with erippled
engines and dilapidated cars. This
in turn must result in a grain block-
ade and this in a public outery
[ the outery is directed toward the
Company it might become a factor in
inducing them to aecept the”machin-
ists’ demands. ~ Tactically the ma-
chinists have <hosen the psychologi-

“ernment will build the road so much
“the better,” and committed his party

to support the Provincial Government i
in urging the general Government to-|

undertake it?: The cause may lie in
Mr.* Haultain’s' relationship with the
Opposition at Ottawa. The leader of
that Opposition is making war on the
eause of Gevernment ownership, He
iz attempting to stampede the people
of Canada with the ery that they
will be bankrupted building the Gov-
ernment-owned half of the Nationai
Transcontinental. He has reason to
believe .that. the Government contem-
plate building the Hudson Bay road
also as a national highway. The Gov-
*ernmient engingers are even now on
the ground locating the line, and
would have ‘been there three months
ago if Mr. Borden had permitted the
appropriations to pass more rapidly.
The rcasons which move him to con-
demn one Government-owned railway
would move him more strongly to
condemn two, To Mr., Borden Mr.
Haultain appealed for help when the
Provincial elections were anmounced.
Was lukewarmness to the Hudson
Bay road the price he paid for the
assistanee, or the bid he offered for it?

Or is it merely that Mr. Haaltain
is renewing his declaration of fealty

! cal monient when a tie-up of the sys-
tem would most certainly produce a
vigorous and general protest,

The impairment of the road’s effici-
{ency at this time would be a serious
matter for the Western people. The
{erop ripening in our fields promises
[ &n abundant yield, The adverse con-
{ditions of last year make it of more
than ordinary importance that we get
|l'run| the crop every dollar that is in
{it. More, it is of primary importance
{that we get the returns as quickly as
lpn»sililv, As yet we have only two
limes of railway to the Lakes, and with
these operating at their utmost ‘capa-
|city only a fraction of the grain can
be got out hefore navigation closes.
The partial paralysis of one of these
{lines—the oldest and. best equipped
tlite and .the one with -double-track
almost completed from Winnipeg to
il’ﬂrr Arthur—would be disastrous. Tt
would reduce perhaps by half the vol-
ume of grain removed before winter;
would postpone the teceipts from the
other half and ultimately lessen those
 receipts because fhe grain must be
"either shipped by rail during the win-
ter or held over until nayigation
jopens next spring. This would mean
that thousands of farmers would be

delayed or prevented paying bills they

Com-{enable their cwners to build and
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have - ineurred against the returns Company was in position to establish of any of the clements wihoh we were

from their crop.
in furn handieap the local merchant

in meeting his obligation for stock,!

angd through his inability w6uld make
itself felt in the wholesale houses and
factories. Thus our whole economic
system stands to suffer at every point
of exchange. “The upshot must be
that business which would otherwise
be done on a cash basis would be
iransacted by credit, with all the ex-
pense &nd inconvenience this neces-
sarily involves.

However divergent Western people
may be as to the party at fault, there
will be no differences among them as
to the disastrous results of a railway
tie-up, or as to the desirability of an
early settlement, To whichever gide
of the cese their sympathies may in-
cline, the public will first and fore-
most sympathize with themselves. In
this lies a possible hope of peace, for
the public ‘through® sympathy for
themselves will be likely to favor the
disputantewho shows the readiest dis-
position to reach a settlement, If pub-
lic opinion is worth anything in an
industrial dispute it should be worth
considerable in. the present conflict,
because if the .dispute results in de-
laying the crop movement that opin-
ion is certain to be pretty thoroughly
aroused and

-

{

pretty vigorously ex-
pressed against somebody. If popula:
approval is a desirable ally or popu-
lar disapproval' an undesirable oppon-
ent in such disagreements the con-
flicting parties are likely to vie with
each other in representing their anx-
iety to terminate the
Through thesé mutual avowals lies

struggle,

a possible pathway to peace.

A SPLENDID BARGAIN.

The bargein made by the City Coun-
cil for the purchase of the franchisc
held by the Strathcona Radial Tram
way Company will no doubt meet the
hearty approval of the ratepayers of
the city when the by-law authorizing
the expenditure is submitted to them.
The franchize runs for thirty years
and carries the privilege of building
and operating eleetric railway lines
in «Strathcona und throughout the
country for a distance of eighty miles,
It is therefore valuable in itseli and
good buying at the price.

In another way the franchise i=
valuable to Edmonton: This city
holds a eharter for an urban system
and also for a radial system -within
an eighty mile radius. Practically.
outside the ecities, the two charters
operate lines in the same territory.
This opened the way for endless con-
flict of interests while the charters
hands—confliets
which if fanned by civie rivalry o

were in geparate
urged beyond prudence by mistaken
enterprise might easily have resulted
in loss, For, this reason the purchase
of the Strathcona franchise by the
Radial Company was recognized a3z
lessening to a degree the value of the
Edmonton charter.

While this was no doubt the ease
the possession of its own charter by
the city of Edmenton alzo lessened
the value of the franchise held by the
If Edmonton could
Stratheona, neither

Radial Company.
not build .into
could the Company build inte Edmon-
ton without
was more chance of a

permission, apd - there
protraeted
squabble than of a speedy and mu-
tually satisfactory settlement. While
therefore Edmonton needed the fran-
chise held by the Company, the Com-
pany needed quite as much the fran-
chise held by Edmonton, and which
Edmonton was in no mood to part
with. This fact the City Council ap
parently recognized, and to it is no
doubt due the satisfactory price at
which the Stratheona franchise is of-
fered to Edmonton.

In the broader interests of the two
cities and the country tributary it is
desirable that Edmonton secure  the
franchise. A street railway system
is, and in the nature of things ought
to be, a monopoly; and where two
cities are so closely situated there
are advantages very many and ‘very
generally understood in favor of hav-
ing one system operating between and
in both, Despite their corporate dif-
ference and the divergence of certain
local intercsts-the two cities really
comprise one industrial and commer-
cial centre, Their mutual welfare
should therefore be better served by
a common service than by two rival
and possibly hostile systems.
the chief advantages of the
bargain is the opportunity it offers for
the immediate establishment of an in-
ter-urban service. This is a condition
of the purchase, a condition which it
will ‘be to the interests of both cities
to have fulfilled to the letter and in
spirit. From the economic standpoint
an inter wrban line is the one which
at present promises best to become
selfsupporting and profitable, It is
by mo means assured’'that a purely
local system could at present be made
to pay in either city.” But there is
reason to believe that a line connect-
ing ‘the two cities will pay its way
at last. At any rate its chances of
doing so are better than the chances
of a purely urban line in either city.

One of

Neither this city nor the Radial

ing a franchise for. both cities. This
nreant that if the franehises remained
in different hands the establishment
oi local systems in the cities them-
selves must be delayed,

The Strathcona Council considered
the immediate establishment of a
local and inter-urban service of suffi-
ciant value to warrant them ratifying
the bargain between Edmonion and
the Radial Company. ' If the bargan
is "satjsfactory to Strathcona it cer-
tainly should be isfactory to kd-
monton; We have put too mueh mon-
ey into the local system to let it lie
idle ii' there is a chance of earning
interest or part interest on the mon-
ey. The hope of doing =0 is in ratify-
ing the purchase and linking the local
system with the inter-urban line.

CANADA’'S COMMERCIAL CONDI-
TIONS DEPEND ON THE WEST-
ERN CROP.

Canadians at present are studying
the crop outlook with unwonted assi-
duity, and upon no portion of the
country is their attention riveted more
closely or more steadily than upon
that  which lies ‘between the »ILakes
and the Mountains. = The “Western

crop” is the objective to which all
eyes in Canada. are turned today.
Readers of eastern papers cannot but
have. been struck with the lively in-
terest those journzls are manifesting
in our growing grain. The weather
conditions of the Central Provinces
are the subjects of their daily inquiry.
Special writers are touring the plains
and sending back letters filled with
first-hand information as to the
growth of grain, the time of harvest,
the probable yield, the facilities for
moving the crop. In short anything
about the Western

grain fields is considered good news

and everything

matter to-day by papers published in
our most distant Provinces,

This is not merely an exuberance
of newspaper enterprise nor the ex-
pression of a sympathetic concern in
Western welfare.
mie reazson behind it. The

There is an econo-
papers
“cover” the Western crop .~ because
their readers want to know about it.
The readers want the knowledge, not
to gratify scientific’ curicsity nor to
please their nationdal pride, but as a
matter of business concern,

The nature of that concern is not
hard to detect. It is the warp of the
editorial references which accompany
and follow the ahnouncements from
the grain fields, A “bumper crop” in
the West,
will wipe out the results of
It will "pay oft,

wa are told in so many
words,
last year’s shortdfél
the bills whieh could not be met last
yvear, It will re-establizh confidence
and eredit. Financial currents will
run more {ireely. Investments will
be resumed. Industrial
ments will again run night and day.
Trade will revive, employment will
be plentiful and Canada will resume
her march along sthe highway to her

establish-4

splendid destiny,

More, we dre told that a heavy ex
port of grain will have its due effect
upon our credit abroad, will overcome
any anxiety in the minds of foreign
financiers as to cur ability to repay,
and will encourage them to buy up
Canadizn stocks, bonds, debentures
and securities readily, thus bringing
in new streams of capital for invest-
ment and lessonine the rates of inter-
est demanded in a ‘‘tight” market.

These are the which are
founded on the crop of 1998, provided
the crop is: harvested without dam-
age. They are the hopes held, not by
Westerners alone, but by the people
of every Province and expressed by
them and for them in a thousand
ways, That these hopes are well
founded there can be no reasonable
doubt—certainly not in the mind of
the Western man. We in this country
have held for years that the grectest
factor in Canada’s economic condi-
tions was the prairie crop. We have
asserted that the time was rapidly ap-
proaching when that crop would be

hopes

the predominating factor. Too often
we¢ have been scorned for our views.
We have been teld that the West must
not be too conceited; that while it
might be a very good country, it was
not all of Canada, and we must not
forget that faet; that the manufactur-
ars of Ontario were also elements of
no small consequence in the national
business, and that whatever Western
Canada might eventually become, it
was ernd must for years be the lesser
half of the *Dominion; that the pre-
dominating half anust be the country
east of the Great Lakes.

It. is with no small measure ~ of
pride, therefore, that the West sees
the older portions of the Dominion
paying the homage due but long de-
nied to the economic importanece of
the Western crop. Nor is the pride
the less that the testimony was forced
Il_\" circumstances from unwilling wit-
nesses. Canada had a financial ghort.
age last _v:xnr_ It was not because
the manufacturers of Ontario were not
prepared to do business. It was not
kacause .the Eastern Provinces were
refused a fair harvest, It was not,
and ‘eould not be, plnc\ed to the blame

This delay would ‘this most promising fine without own- told joined to make the eastern half

of the Dominion the predominant fac-
tor in our commercial life. It could
be placed, and was placed, at the ddor
of the West, which was not blessed
with ite usual harvest, : ;

This was only another way of course
of saying that a Western crop failure
meant adversity to every Canadian
interest from one ocean to the other.
The complementary truth is now be-
ing proclaimed by the journals which
scrutinize the Western crop outlook
for the hope of relief from the adverse
conditions and the reinstatement of
prosperity. Wesiern Canada is com-
ing into its own in this two-fold ac-
knowledgement of those who have not
been pronme to exaggerate our import-
ance, that a failure of the Western
crop means disaster to the country,
and ithat a bountiful Western harvest
means prosperity for Canada from

sea to gsea.

TIMELY INITIATIVE,

The Provincial Government is de-
serving of warm approval for prompt
and substantial assistanee to the suf-
ferers from the Crow’s Nest fire.
Equally hearty commendation is due
Mayor McDougall for proffering relief
on behalf of the city,.and to the coun-
cil for backing up the offer, Legally
speaking, there wag no duty on either
the, Government of the Province or on
any City Council in Alberta to spend
the funds of their constituents in re-
lieving distress in another Province.
But there is a duty higher and ulter-
ior to that defined-by law. It springs
from humanity and regards mot the
imaginary boundaries of political di-
visions. A catastrophe rarely paral-
leled in Canadian history had fallen
upon a district” close at hand. Relief
was badly needed. To be effective the
relief must be speedy. The people of
\lberta were well situated to provide
the relief, They wanted to do so.
It could be done more quickly through
Provineial and  eivie ‘governments
than by any other means. The Pro-
vincial Administration and the vari-
ous eivie authorities recognized the
popular dezire to help, and relying
upon this for future endorzation, ex-
tended the help from the public funds,
They have the approval of every
rightly-constituted person in the Pro-

vince,

NEED OF POLICE IN RURAL
DISTRICTS OF THE EAST.

The Montreal Star has joined ihe
demand for some kind of effective rural
pélice system for the eastern provinees
Though no: avowedly addressed to the
purpose the argument tends in the
direction of a mounted police force.
The Star says :—

‘In discussing the establishment of
more  c¢fiective rural -police arrvange-
ments, the Toronto Globe suggests that
the provincial gov ment of Ontario
take power to call at any time for de-
tachments of men from the police
iorces of the various cities to be em-
ployed in rural districts. The munici-
palities {rom which they were taken
would be “paid their salaries while
they served the provinee, and could
fiil their plices with special constables,
The advantage of this system would
be that the province could thus get
trained men to take up at a moment’s
notice a rural erime or to police a dis-
turbed distriet.

“Such a system may be possible in
Ontario; DHut the utter inadequacy of
the police foree of this city would ren-
der it impossible for us to spare meu
for such a purpose. 1f our provincial
government could drain away such po-
lice -officers as we” have, leaving it to
us to fill their places with untrained
constables,  Montreal would become
even a more poorly protected city than
it is; and he would be a very foolich
ceriminal who would leave such an un-
protected feast to prowl about the
country in search of stray
What would be more to the point in
Quebec, would be for the provincial
government to maintain a ‘police force
of its own, and rent it to us when it
wag off duty.

“But it is doubtful whether such an

.:lﬂh'l-”ll‘-l‘\'l‘lll method of policing the

rural distriets would solve the problem.
The purpose of the police is not &o
much to punish as to prevent crime.
Imagine the condition of .the city if
there were no ]mli\'z‘ in evidence ex-
cept after a erime, and then only in
the district where the erime was com-
mitted! What is required is some ef-
fort at policing the country districts
st all times and so letting thugs and
thieves understand that they are by
no means free of the country until
they have committed their lawless act.

“1t will be said at once that it would
be impossible to police the country
roads at all effectively: Lut this is
hardly to be granted without discus-
sion. The city streets are not con-
stantly patrolled, and yet the fact that
policemen are liable to be about has a
restraining influence upon eriminals.
Then a policeman may meet-a known
criminal and warn him to leave the
city. Now, if a small police foree were
employed in making journeys through-
out the country in all sorts of ways
and at all sorts of times, they \\*m‘l](f
give the criminal a far less secure {eel-
mg, and they must infallibly be able
to send many a suspicious character
into exile betore he has done a mis-
chief.” ®

THE HALIFAX PLATFORM.

Toronto Star—Occasionally we are
told that something done by the Lib-
eral government is taken from Mr. Bor-
den’s Halifax platform; hence the
government is a mere copyist. OQcea-
sionally we are told that the govern-
ment has neglected or refused-to do
something recommended in Mr. Bor-
den’s Halifax platform; hence the goy-
ernment perversely rejects good advice,
and persists in the error of its way. Tt

crumbs..

ory of -the Halifax platform, for it is
doubtful whether the average Tory of
good mental capacity could pass an
examination thereon.

To say this is not to belittle the
Halifax platiorm. It is, on the whole,
an excellent essay on good govern-
ment, treated under various heads. Its
faults are the common faults of plat-
forms, which cover the whole field of
public affairs, and which are too elab-
orate and diffuse to attract the atten-
tion or capture the imagination. Elee-
tions are rarely won on platforms. The
Conservatives regained power in 1878
by concentrating their forces on the
one point of protection, and seizing
the psychical moment when the int
dustry and commerce, of Canada were
suffering from world-wide depression.
The Conservative party today places
no such issue .before the u,nun'n'.\',

In part, this condition is due to cir-
cumstances which political leaders
cannot control, for great issues cannot
be made to order. In part it is due
to the peculiar quality of Mr. Bord-
en’s mind. He can talk well on any
political subject, but he lacks the
power to seize one great subject and
fix public attention upon it. Mr. Fos-
ter’s intelleet has a keener cutting
edge, but it is employed purely iov de-
structive purposes. He sometimes ex-
asperates his opponent, he never con-
vinces nor inepires. Whoever listens
to Borden and Foster feels that he has
been lectured and- scolded, and the
result is depressing rather than en-
couraging.

For this reason, while the Tery whip,
as in duty bound, prediets the party
will win everything from the Pacitic
to the St. Lawrence, and will “break
even” in Nova Scotia, there is not
much real hope or heart behind these
claims. The prevailing feeling is that
Hv’" opposition has made little impres-
sion upon the country. Tts day will
doubtless come, but not in 1908 or
1909.

THE FARMER TO THE RESCUE.

Canada is rich in recuperative pow-
er. For a year we have been handi-
capped commercially, industrially, as
individuals and as a nation, hy the
money shortage which has prevailea
in the markets of the world. Yet the
preceeds of a single erop are expected
to work marvels in the way of recov-
ering the lost ground, Fin-
anciers and

general

publicists agree with
public opinion that if the
graim now growing in our fields can
Le harvested in good condition and
murketed with rcasonable promptness
the handicap will be removed before
many months., For the relief® we
shall not ineed have to wait until the
grain is in the hands of the consum-
ers abroad, and the * money shipped
back to us. The moment it becomes
tolerably certain that our expecta-
tiong of a bountiful crop will be ful-
filled there is every reason to expect
that things finanecial will become easi-
er, that financial institutions will ad-
vance against the prospective crop,
that investment will re-awaken, that
industry will revive and., trade show
the quickening pulses of returning
The yield of 1908 is ex-
pected confidently to enable us not

]J!'u\’]n‘)'El‘\l

only to get even with the world on
last year’s account, but to have a
balance left, which will tend to the
betterment of our eredit abroad, and
to the expansion of business at home.
In 2 word Canada expects that the
produce of the fields in one year will
lift the country out of the temporary
depression.

,

This power to recover quickly is
one of the advantages of an agricul-
tural country, A eountry dependent
on lumbering, on mining, on manu-
facturing, is dependent on being able
to find a market, and markets for these
commodities cannot always be found
at satisfactory prices. But the .pro-
ducts of the farm are normally in
brisk demand somewhere in the
world, and with the means of getting
his products to the place where the
demand exists the farmer stands a
better chance than any other class of
producer of receiving a substantial re-
ward for his labor. When he does not
do so, the faulf is not usually that
the demand does not exist, but that
he is unable for some reason to profit
by the demand. Lack of shipping fa-
cilities has militated steadily against
the Western farmer getting the 're-
ward he should have received for his
products ever since men have been
farming in the West. The manufac-
turer’s tariff, which for a generation
we flaunted in the eyes of the world,
was simply- a notice to the mnations
that we did not want to do business
with them. Naturally they took us
at our word and raised hostile tariffs
agzinst what we had to sell. Hence
in refusing to buy from the rest ot
the world what we could not economi-
cally produce at home and what they
would have been glad to sell us, we
really erected barriers against the
products we wanted to send abroad.
As a result our farmers were debarred
from markets abroad, and the loss
was not in any proportionate degree
made up to them by the development
of a market for their
home.

products at

These handicaps are being removea
from the farmers of Canada. Rail-
ways are being. built, waterways con-
structed, steamship lines establizhed,
to carry their products to the markets
of the world. We have abandonea
the hostile tariff policy and have sig-
nified our willingness to trade with
whoever is willing to trade with us.

is quite necessary to jog the Tory mvm-lvn“‘ British preferential tariff has

awakenod commerce with the Mothey
Land, and multiplied the sales  of
Canadian farmers’ produce in Brit-
ain. ° The “favored natien” clauses
offer to the other nations of the world
invitation to make trading treatics
/#th Canada by which we .shall |
able to exchange goods with the min;
mum of hindrance from tariffs. Wi
this means to the Canadian farm..
was illustrated a few weeks ago, whet
the French Senate declined to ratii
the trade treaty with Canada, becay

our farmers stood to gain too g

advantages in selling their products
the markets of France. By this du
policy of increasing our shipping fa
lities and encouragng rather than d
couraging trade abroad, we are wo
ing ‘for the removal of the handicar
which have prevented the farmers
this eountry securing the
benefit of the world’s demand fo
products they had to sell.

Another element in the country’
rapid recovery is the developm nt
new territory, Though the con
quences of the money secarcity w
[elt everywheré and in every li
business it did not paralyz
tlement and development of the West
People continued to flock thith. ‘
the ends of the earth. In one
the stringeney may have aided rath,
than prevented development, Thi
tlers who came during the past yeu
were mostly people  with  sufficient
money either to buy land or to under
take the breaking up of new land on
a large scale. Confidence in the West
has never for a moment wavered, and
while the newcomers were taking
land the older settlers were preparing
to bring more of their holdings unde:
cultivation. There is therefore a much
larger area under crop this year than
last, and in this increased area
largely our hope of making up for I:
vear and having something to th

good besides. Our unoccupied terri

tory is still enormous and the crop-
i\

While
it does so it will continue to be an

bearing area should increase rapid
and steadily for many years,

element in effecting a speedy recoverv
from depressions such as have visited
us during the past twelvemonth.

A country with economiic vitality
sufficient to recover the consequences
of a depression in a single fruitful
season has little to fear unless its
power of recovery is ghackled by fool-
ish policies and lack of transporta-
tion. That these can throttle a coun-
try even as rich in resources and en-
terprise as Canada, witness the de-
pression of the ’80’s. Our soil was
then as rich and our people as indus-
trious as now. - The earth brought
forth its fruits, but we lacked the
means of conveying them to the
world’s markets, and from most -of
those markets we were excluded
tariffs_erected in answer to our own
hostile tariff against our neighbor:
However much the farmer produced
it brought him no adequate return be-
cause he could not offer it in the mar-
ket where such products were wanted.
The farmer was tied hand and foot,
and when the farmer is shackled the
country’s power of recovery is paral-
yzed. We are now witnessing the out-
working of the contrary policy. With
railways to haul his products to mar-
ket and a trade policy framed to open
markets to him, Canada is giving the
farmer a chance. In response he pro-
mises to re-establish our normal con-
ditions from the fruits of a single sea-
son’s work.

CURRENT COMMENT.

An appeal has been made to the
Minister of Marine for a Royal Com-
mission to investigate an alleged com-
bine among owners of Lake vessels
engaged in ‘the grain-carvving trade,
The organization is known as the Do-
miion Marine Association, 3y the
coasting laws the earrying of grain
between Canadian ports is reserved to
Canadian” vessels. According to the
Montreal Herald, the Association has
abused this advantage to the injury
of Canadian ports. Last year 47,000,-
000 bushels of Canadizn wheat were
sent down the Lakes, 16,000,000 bush-
els of which went to Buffalo. Mont-
real grain men declare this diversion
largely due to the Association in fix-
ing a rate of seven cents per bushel
from ‘the Upper Lake ports to Mont-
real. This year, owing to slackness
of business, the Association is quies-
cent, rates have dropped and Mont-
rcal has handled more grain than in
any preceding, year. As an instance
of the Association’s rigid adherence
to undue charges, one Montreal grain
ers offered to carry grain from Port Ar-
offered to caryry grain from Port A1
thur to Buffalo for 1} cents per
bushel less /than to Georgian = Bay
ports, though the distance is nearly
twice as great. The lower rate to Bui-
falo was due to the competition of
United States ships, which are allow-
ed. to carry from a Canadian to «
foreign port. The grain dealers and
the grain growers do not always &e
eye to eye, but in this case their i
terests are identical and the Montr
grain men will have the best
of the Western farmers in probing
what looks very muech like a whole
sale hold-up.
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