
between our hero and the eqin w, had neces
sarily been a brief one; but Mi'eT«»rmer wah 
loo close ami aucuraic an observer net t‘> 
remark, that the lat er wae a woman of a 
superior cast of character, lier name was 
Mit kua-bun o htea, or The red-light of- 
the-morning, lier countenance exhibited 
more comeliness than is usual in her lawny 
race, and the whole expression uf her fea
tures indicated energy, firmness, and perso
nal Intrepidity.

v "îz [c »NT«Nlf* IN ova NKXT.]
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8T. PATRICK’S NIGHT.

From the Dublin University Magazine.
TiiKRüis no canl offend* me more than 

the dli-repeated c.iucisius on the changed 
fuii'lition of Iceland. How very much 
w-ir.-c or how very much better we have 
become since this ministry, or that meas
ure—what a deplorable failing off!—what a 
gratifying prospect ! how poor! how pros
perous ! &.c, &*% Now, we are exactly 

■what and Where we used to be : not a whit 
wiser nor belter, poorer,nor prbtider. The 
union, the relief bill, the reform and cor^ 
poraiion act, have passed ov r us, like the 
summer breeze upon the calm water of a 
hike, ruffling the surface for a moment, but 
leaving all still and stagnant a* before.— 
Mak’ng new laws for the use ‘of a people 
who w on’t obey the old ones, is much like 
the p Ucy of altering the collar or the çufls 
of a coat for a savage, who insists all ihe 
while on going naked. Ilowdvcr, it amuses 
the gentlemen of St. Stephen’s ; and I’m 
sure I’m not the man to quarrel with in 
Decent pleasures.

To ihe looking back, as iny Lord Brough
am would say, from the period of a long 
life, I cannot perceive even ihe slightest 
difference in the appearance of the land, or 
the"looks of its. inhabitants. Dublin is the 
rame dirty, ill-cared, broken-windowed, 
tumbledown concern it used to be—the 
country the same untiled, weed-grown, 
tmfcnced thing 1 remember it fifty years ago; 
the society pretty much the same—the same 
mixture of shrewd lawyers, suave doctors, 
raw eubal feme, and fat, old, greasy country 
gen- lumen, waiting in town for remittances 
to carry them on toCheltcnham,that paradise 

v. «rLl’addies, and elysium of Galway belief. 
Our table-talk the uid story, of who was 
killed last in Tipperary or Limerick, w ith 
the accustomed seasoning of the oft- 
repeated alibi that figures at every assizes, 
and is successful with every jury. These 
pleasant topics, tinted with the party colour 
vf the speaker’s po’iiiccs, form the staple of 
conversation ; and, “ barring the wit,” xve 
ore pretty Inne-h what our fathers were 
some half century earlier. Father Mathew, 
In be sure, has innovated somew hat on our 
nneiept prejudices ; but I find that what are 
called “the upper classes” are far too cul
tivated and too well-informed to follow a 
priest. A few weeks ago, I had a striking 
illustration, of this fact brought before me, 
'•Inch I am disposed to quote the more will
ingly, as it ul»o serves to display the ad
mirable constancy with which we adhere 
to our old and tmie-!i<>n«>u:cd habits. The 
inon-ing of St. Patrick’s Day was celebrated 
in Dublin by an-immcnce procession of 
teetotallers, who with white banners, and 
whiter check*, paraded the city, evidencing 
in their cleanly,but care-worn countenances, 
the benefits of temperance. Ou the Famé" 
evening “a gentleman”—so speak the morn
ing papers—got immoderately drunk at the 
ball in lire Castle, and was carried out ia a 
stale of insensibility. Now, it is not for 
the sake of contrast I have mentioned this 
fret—uiy present spcctiiutiou has -another 
ar.d very different »bj«ct, and is simply 
tiris :—How comes it, that since time out 
of mind the same event has recurred un the 
anniversary of S'. Patrick ut the Ireh court. 
When l was a br.y I remember well “ the 
gentleman xvho became so awfully drunk,” 
St'V Every administration, from the Duke 
of Rutland d«/wnwards, lias had its drunken 
gentleman on ’* Patrick’s night.” Where 
do they keep him all the year long ?—what 
do they du with him ?—arc questions I con
tinually am asking myself. Under, what 
name and designation docs he figured in tbe 
pension list ?

At the ancient banquets it was always 
look ad upon as a triumph of Amphitryortism 
when a guest or two died tlib day biter of 
indigestion, from over eating. Now, |s it, 
not possible that our classic origin may 
have iinpaitcd lu us the trait I am spe aking 
of, and that “the gentleman” is retained as 
typical of our exceeding hilarity and con
summate conviviality—an evidence to the 
“ great unasked” that the feslivlies within 
doors are conducted on a scale of boundless 
profusion ami extravagance—that the foun
tains from «which honour flows, run also 
with champagne, and that punch and the 
pfeerhge ate tv be seen bubbling from tbe 
«ante source.

It is a sad thing to think that the gifled 
man, who has served his country eo faith
fully in this capacity for so lung a period, 
must now be stricken in years. Time and 
rum must be tcll.ng upon him ; and yet, 
w hat should we do were w e to lose him ?

to excusé certain acte of Ihe government 
of which he is a member, arid which have 
been generally condemned, on the ground 
that hid predecessors had been guilty of 
similar impropriety. We shall notice these 
charges in order. A grave charge was 
made against the Ex-Ministère that they 
dismissed Mr. Robinson as Superintendent 
of lho Welland Canal alleging that the 
office was useless ; that they, after some 
lime, appointed Mr. Merritt to the same 
office, but upon his resignation, st the period 
of the general election, did not fill it up.— 
To use Mr. Cayley’s own languge—“la 
•• the vacancy again tilled up ? No ! J1 
“ clear admission on the part of the hon, 
“ gentlemen opposite that the ojjice icat not 
*l required, and that the appointment teat 
44purely political.” Mr. Cayley must 
have been dreaming when he committed 
such an extraordinary, und we must say, 
stupid blunder. Mr. Robinson was dis
missed, as be says, on the gro- nd of the 
office being useless, and no successor was 
appointed. But the celebrated triumvirate 
subsequently appointed Mr. Merritt, and on 
bis resignation drd not supply the vacancy, 
thus proving that the appointment was a 
job. Let Mr. Cayley explain this if he can.

We now proceed to consider Mr. Borne’s 
case, wh cU is represented by Mr. Cayley ui 
analagous with that of Dr. Dunlop's, al 
though there is not the slightest similarity 
between them, as we have often taken oc
casion to show. Dr. Dunlop, a member of 
the House, wae confessedly purchased with 
his office to give up his seat to Mr. Cayley. 
Mr. Borne resigned, not only without any 
condition, but at a lime wheu he could not 
nave thought of accepting the office after
wards conferred on 1mn. Months after bis 
resignation, Mr. Borne having bqcoine un 
fortunate in his business, applied for the 
office which he now holds, and which be 
was well qualified to fill, and hie appoint
ment was recommended. There wae no 
connection whatever between Mr. Borne’s 
resignation and his subsequent appoint
ment to office, and consequently there is 
no analogy whatever between the two 
cases.

The defence of Mr. Roblin’s appoint
ment is positively childish. Mr. Cayley 
alleges that Mr. Alywin accepted the tioh- 
£ilu| Generalship when sefving on an elec
tion committee, and cites this as a prece
dent. Mr. Alywin, it is needless to state, 
accepted office on a change of Ministry, and 
• here could not possibly have been the 
slightest imputation on his motives in his 
doing so. But Mr. Jtobiin was openly 
purchased by the Government when serving 
on an election committee which he was 
sworn to try. Mr. Cayley is made to say 
m the Gazelle what he certainly did not 
tap in the House, viz., that “it was gene
rally know n that Mr. Hinckshad abandoned 
the scrutiny.” Th’-s is altogether untrue. 
Mr. liiocks abandoned the scrutiny after 
Mr. Roblin’s purchase ; and Mr. Cayley 
would not venture to assert the contrary in 
the House, lluw the Gazette's reporter 
lia - presumed tu attribute to Mr, Cayley 
language which he never uttered, we leave 
i„ur to say. The credit taken by Mr. Cay
ley and by Mr. Christie lor economical 
changes in the civil list, is yvhully unjusti
fiable. Tbe Ex-Ministers were the first to 
deal with the question of the. civil hat, and 
they look the proper mode of settling this 
question, us Mr. Baldwin shewed. After 
i heir acceptance of office, in 1342, the Ex- 
Mtuifters touk the earliest opportunity of 
banging the question of the civil list under 
the notice of the Imperial Government ;and 
notwithstanding the difficulties'thrown in 
their way by the Secretary of State, they 
were prepared to legislate during the very 
session, in the course of w!:i(,h they were 
compelled to resign office. All the details 
of their scheme fell into the possession of 
tlieir successors, and were acted upon by 
them. The very reductions which Mr. 
Cayley had the audacity to take credit for, 
were, as he well knows, it commended by 
Ins predecessors. As to Mr. Christie, his 
resolutions were introduced at a time when 
there was no Administration, and were in 
accordance with the know n views of the Ad
ministration which had retired. Mr. Chris
tie likewise made some complaint about the 
judiciary. Let him nut forget that the 
Gaepc Judge tBowen), whoee eminent quali
fications have been so often brought under 
the notice of the public,'was appointed by 
^ie Administration of which he is a suppor
ter, and that not a single promotion to the 
bench was made by the Lafontaine-Bald
win Administration. It is. however, hardly 
worth discussing these matters with a de
feated party. Their sentence of condemna. 
lion has been passed in due form, and We 
arc disposed to let them retire in peace.

HURON SIGNAL.
FRIDAY, MARCH 17, 1848.

THINGS AS THEY SHOULD BE.

Il is gratifying to see the new Parliament com- 
meoeiegto transact business with id energy nid 
dispatch becoming the importance of tbeir re
sponsibility, and the multiplicity of aflàirs upon 
which the interest of the country demands their 
deliberations.

They seem to be perfectly aware that they 
have assembled on the public expense, and 
that as honest men, they are bound to do some
thing for :tlieir money; end in eettling the con
tested elections, they have done more in one 
week than their predecessors did in a whole 
session. Some of the Opposition leaders and 
their ergans, think they are doing loo much ; 
and we must say, that their method of balancing 
accounts contrasta very strikingly with the 
method pursued by the late Government, who, 
with all their faults, cannot be blamed with 
hurrying through too much business ! We like 
to see men begin with promptitude and energy, 
aa if they intended to work. In fact, we would 
rather have a pushing, rattling, go-a-head trades
man, even though he should make an occasional 
blunder, as half a-dozen dull, sleepy-heads, who 
would occupy more time in thinking over the 
thing, than the other would require to make the 
blunder and mend it. It ia objected that tbe 
Radicale are aettling tbe disputed elections 
merely by fqyce of numbers without any regard 
to evidence or precedents. Now, really, of all 
other subjecte, the Tories should allow this one 
to remain behind the curtain i for when once 
brought forward, the public mind naturally turns 
back to the Oxford Election Committee of the 
ex-Goveroment : and, O, what time and delib
eration* were expended ! what shifting* and 
shuffling and hunting for precedents character
ized that committee. And after all this trouble 
and anxiety, it broke up without arriving at any 
decision, except that John P. Roblin had to go 
home to Picton and live comfortably on the pub
lic expense "! This method of settling the ques
tion might be serviceable to the government ; it 
might he serviceable to Mr. Riddel, and we are 
persuaded it was servicable to John P. Roblin ; 
but we are not aware that it waa serviceable to 
the country.

In speaking of precedents, however, we must 
say, that we have always regarded this precedent 
legislation as all moon-shine. There is posi
tively something so silly and childish about it, 
that it reminds us of our grandfather, who, in 
the days of our boyhood, used to enforce all hie | 
paternal admonitions by telling us that a certain 
little bdy hgd done a certainlittle action, and had 
received a certain little reward for it; but he 
never, used "a single argument to shew /bet the 
certain little^uclion was abstractly right Now 
perhaps fully two-thirds of all the law-making, 
and nine-tenths of all the lew-administering of 
this and other countries are regulated by prece
dent, and in the majority of disputed questions, 
the man or party who can hunt up the greatest 
number of precedents may calculate apon a 
victory. But all questions ol dispute hare just a

Precedent and party are the two great princi
ples of government ; they have been so for ages, 
they are so now. And while they continue so, 
the science of civil government will just consist 
of tbe, same unmeaning jumble of mysterious 
obscurities, contradiction#, learned technicalities, 
useless verbiage, and disgusting tautology, that 
distinguishes it at present ; and the same super
fluous multitude of hereby», aad thereby», and 
whereby*, and hereof», and thereof», and where
fores, and therefore* ; end Acta to repeal Acte 
that repeal certain clauses of other Acte, will Le 
issued at the public expense, for which the poor 
simple Public will jiist receive a large amount 
of wonder and bewilderment. And the same 
learned discussions, tbe same eloquent and argu
mentative speeches that echoed on the walls of 
8t. Stephen a hundred years ego about Church 
or no Church, Bank or no Bank, taxes or no 
texes, will, with » lew alterations of names and 
dates, resound again and again through the leg 
illative halls of civilised mankind.

Such will necessarily be the caae so long as 
the good-natured Public are willing to pay for 
these absurdities, and laugh at their own folly 
for doing eo. 1 So long as they allow the eternal 
principles of tight and wrong lobe influenced 
by precedents, or are willing to admit that 
nineteen deeissione, founded on error, have the 
power ofsa'nttifying or hallowing the twentieth, 
So long aa we can be made to believe, that in 
order to the proper conducting of our public 
business, it is necessary that a certain number of 
men shall be chosen and paid for the pur
pose of deliberating and devising measures of 
general utility, and that another party shall be 
chosen and paid from the same funds, for the 
purpose of opposing and thwarting the measures 
cf the first parly. We say that so long as we 
can be made to swallow such absurdities, just so 
long must party government and precedent legis
lation continue to afflict society. That this 
nonsense has been swallowed is a lamentable 
“universal fact”; that it must forever con
tinue to be swallowed is, with all due deference 
to the philosophy of; the Montreal Gaxette, a 
libel on our nature.

POVERTY AND CRIME.

The two pnncipal sources of what is legally 
called crime, are poverty and drunkenness ; and 
eo very universal is the fact of poverty genera
ting crime, that from the publication of the 
Mirror of Justice, some lime before ihe Nor
man conquest, in 1066, down to our own day, 
volumes upon volumes have been given to the 
world, upon the question whether crime ressult- 
ing from absolute poverty were crimes or not. 
The Mirror of Justice and Uiition, by the Bish
op of Hereford, in the reign of Edward the First, 
and a host of other lees authorities, decided that 
such acta are not criminal ; while Judge Sir 
Matthew Hale, in the reign, of Charles Second 
and Judge Sir William Blackstone, sanctioned 
by a whole multitude of Statutes, decided that 
they are criminal ; and it is certainly instructive 
and even a little amusing to read some of the 
curious sophistries end absurdities advanced by 
such men as Hale and Blackstone, upon this 
simple question. It was and is admitted on all 
hands that self-preservation is the first law of 
nature ; that to preserve hie own existence a 
man wifi forcibly put forth his hand and help 
himself from his neighbour’s property. Ilence 
the question merely regards the propriety or

light side and a wrong side; there is just as I impropriety of punishing him for obeying the 
much difference between right and wrong, as ! first and the almost inviolable law of nature,
there is between white and black, and five huo 
dred, or five hundred thousand decisions, that 
black was white did not make it so; nor could 
aa equal number of opposite decisions increase

It is, however, one of the “thousand and one” 
questions which afford ample scope for discus
sion, without the slightest possibility of produc
ing good. Whether men agree or not, nature

il, blâdtnrM. The thing just rem.ined u it e.l.blishe. the opinion of Groii.., «.meljylat
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f From the Pilot.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

We shall in our next number publish the 
d-bnle on the Address. It was on the 
whole very spiritless. Tbe Ministers had 
evidently i.o inclination to shew fight, and 
this had the effect of s.lencing the Opposi
tion. The very fact that Colonel Prince 
and Mr. Christie were selected to move 
and second the address was sufficient to 
turn the entire proceedings into redcule.— 
The gtilluni Colonel, it could not bo for 
gotten, hud supportée a vote of want of 
confidence in that very Administration with- 

V i» a twelvemonth, and Mr. Clirihtie is the 
very It au "ideal of a “Loose Fish” Mr. 
Cayley's speech lias been pronounced lame 
and rambling by one of our Tory cotem- 
porarice, (Transcript) and certainly not 
without reason. The hon. member com
menced his speech by endeavouring to shew 
that his predecessors had nut brought for
ward as many measures as the present Ad
ministration. It cannot however be for
gotten that Iris own colleague, the Hon. 
Win. Morris, stated in his place in Parlia- 

cut that Iris principal complaint against the 
}f,x-Ministère was that they were inclined 
f,7 IcgjsttUi too much. 11 is to be borne in 
luipdlbat tbe change of Ministry occurred 
during fhe session of 1812, and consequent 
1/ all legislation had to bo postponed.—

, And during the session 1813 llieLafonlaiuu- 
jfsMwin A lmiMMirat.un was compelled to 

i I.«sign without being *Ue to cariy the mea 
,i. res then before the House. Buta refer 

enpe to tbe bills hi'reduced during that 
will afford auffieeut proof of their 

gru^t practical importance to the country. 
ME Cat Iny thought proper to make cert aid 
çhvgfi*Against bin proUCpessoi*, amj also

In the discussion on Mr. Richard's motion for 
bringing ihe Kent Returning Officer to the Bar 
of the House,

Mr. W. II. Boulton said he was “ free to 
admit that the ministry ought to turn out of 
ojjice every official teho had placed himself in 
direct hostility to the Govenment,”—and that 
acting on this principle had he been in the 
Government, he would have turned out Mr. 
Galt, the Collector of Goderich, without 
ceremony.

Mr. McDonald [Glengarry] thought it 
very satisfactory to have such an authority 
as the hon. member for Toronto, in support 
of the principle that subordinate officers 
should not be allowed to oppose the Govern
ment, because it was well known that one 
of the greate t outcries against the late 
ministers arose from the discharge of the 
late member fur Hastings. Now the House 
had the high authority of the hon. member 
for Toronto that this was a proper course. 
It was particularly satisfactory to find that 
this was to be the rule at this moment when 
anew ministry was coming into power,

Mr. Caylrt spoke at some length, and 
alluded to Mr. Gall’s opposition to him in 
Hurdn, and hoped that when the new ad
ministration came into power, justice, tem 
pered with mercy, would be dealt out to him,

Mr. Morrison said, the Government 
deserved no credit for leniency to Mr. Galt. 
It was well known that they dared not 
touch that gentleman—he was too popular 
in the County lor the present Government 
to interfere with hint. AnA it was well 
known that if Mr. Galt had himself opposed 
lie Inspector- General at the late election, 

Mr. Cayley wbuld nut now be in that bouse.

Mklancholy Accident.— On the after
noon of Thursday, as Captain Abbot, sailing 
master of the steamer Ireland, Was engaged 
in hoisting a roast on board the steamer 
Queen Victoria, he wae accidentally pré
cipita ltd from the deck inlet Ihe hold, strik
ing his head with so much vit fence as to 
produce concussion of the brain. He 
lingered in a state of insensibility until last

was; and therefore all this hunting for prece 
dents, is just so much time and labour misap
plied at the public expense. Granting that in 
consequence of conflicting evidence and other 
intricate circumstance, there may be 
cases where the priuciplc of justice is not CX" 

actly so visible as the difference between black 
and while ; but is the difficulty removed, or the 
principle more clearly established by tbe fact that 
our great grandfathers, under such circumstances, 
had arrived at such and such decisions ? Our 
British ancestors of three, hundred years ago, 
believed that certain facia} features, and a certain 
description of wrinkles on the forehead were in
fallible proofs of witchcraft, and a familiar inter
course with the demou of darkness; and our 
very sagacious and pious senators or law -makers 
decreed that all persons wearing such features or 
such wrinkles should be tied to a stake and 
roasted or melted alive as a punishment for their 
extreme wickedness in daring to wear euch de* 
monical livery ; and as a kind of foretaste of the 
reward which their master had in store for them; 
and in the feign of Henry VIII., nearly all the 
people of England and Scotland were either be
witched or bewitching ; and many of these un
fortunately wrinkled creatures were doomed to 
the most excruciating death, by no less a person
age than the celebrated Sir Matthew Hale, one 
ol the highest law authorities of Britain ! And 
when subsequently these nefarious atrocities 
were arrested by a better philosophy, the venera
ble John Brown, of Haddington, father of the 
Scottish Secession Church, we think, wrote » 
pamphlet, lamenting over the crimes and back- 
slidipgs of the government, that .repealed the 
penal laws against witchcraft !

We wonder how the Montreal Gazette and the 
late Solicitor General Cameron would like the 
benefit of a few of these precedents of our an
cestral wisdom and sagacity ! But we are told 
that precedents are only followed when 
they are just ! ! Now, ia this not a plain 
acknowledgment that the whole affair is 
a mere ahamT If the lawgivers of the 
nineteenth century have sufficient instinct or 
ability to discriminate between the rights and 
wrongs of the eighteenth century lawgivers, 
could they not employ this ability and discrimi
nation, in forming decisions for themselves 7^— 
We do not know, and we do not care, whether 
this precedent hunting is, or is not a rule of the 
House ; If it is, it should be aet aside immedi
ately. And so soon as we appear there as the 
representative of the<C’ity of Goderich, or some 
other intelligent constituency, we do intend to 
introduce ourselves by moving that the first man 
who refera to precedents, shall be subjected to a 
vote of censure for insulting the brains of his 
fellow legislators. And by that time, there will

evening, when ho died. Capt. Abbot wae certainly be as much self-respect, and common 
very generally esteemed in tine city.—[Kin-1 sense in tbe halls of legislation as will aecura us 
gslouNcw*. I a cordial support.

“ in eases of extreme necessity the pres line right 
of using things, revives as much as if they had 
remained in common.** Or as Seneca says, 
“ Necessity sets aside all human laws.” Now, 
seeing that :he fact does exist, and is univer
sally recognized, it would certainly have been 
belter had each men as Hale and Blackstone en
deavoured to prevent the crime by removing the 
poverty, rather than to have spent so much time 
and talent in trying to prove the justice of hang
ing the hungry (hi;f. We have no faith in these 
long, learned, abstract discussions about the 
nature and magnitude and punishment ot crime. 
The fact that any particular crime result» uni
formly from some particular cause, ought, in the 
first place, to suggest the enquiry—Is the cause 
removable T if eo, then remove it, and the crime 
will cease. If it is not removable, shed the 
perpetrators of the crime are objects of com' 
passion, judicious restraint, and humane treat
ment, the satme as the blind, the idiotic, or the 
madman. In the days of Hale or Blackstone, 
the removal of poverty from the British Empire, 
was certainly not eo practicable or easy as it 
would be at present ; for although the population 
has greatly ÿcreaaed since that period, the im
provements and diseoveries of science have in
creased the human powers of producing wealth 
perhaps to a degree of twenty fold. And the 
present poverty of the Irish peasantry, and of the 
tradesmen and mechanics of England and Scot 
land, does not arise from a deficiency of power 
or skill, but from the misapplication of the 
knowledge which they possess : and so long as 
the little Islands of Britain are contented to 
daster up 27 or 28 millions of human beings, 
under the ignoble idea that they are destined to 
be the workshop of the world; just so long must 
poverty and its criminal consequences be the 
characteristics of a large proportion of these 
human beings. Such conduct is an infringe
ment of the laws of nature ; and like all other 
violations of her laws, secures its own punish-

National ignorance is the offspring of national 
poverty, and the prolific parent of national crime; 
and in agreeablenesa with this proposition, we 
find that the prevalence of crime, in any given 
community, is just proportioned to the poverty 
and ignorance of that community; while the 
criminal records of every country phew that 
scarcely a nominal proportion of crime i» com
mitted by the intel'igrnt. There ie a certain 
nobility in man'» nature, which, if not subdued 
by wretchedness and oppression, cause* him to 
spnrn meanness and debasement. In a few this 
nobleness arises from a large developcment of 
cooacieniiouenesa producing an acute eeneibility 
in the perception of right an*wrong, and an in
stinctive remorse to all violations of the " golden 
rule.” In some, it arieea from the proper exer
cise of large reflecting faculties, in tracing the» 
relation of crime to its ulterior consequence»,

and arriving it the conclusion that human hap
piness ie involved in the practice of virtue. In 
a third party it arise» from large self-esteem, 
which produces a dignity of action, not with any 
regard to its social effects, but exclusively as a 
proof of the self-sufficiency of the individual 
from whom it émaneras. Bol, in the great 
majority ol mankind, this nobleness arises from 
large approbetiveness, an iahereot desire for 
popularity, a love of respect ; when Well deve
loped, it produces greet sensitiveness, a terror of 
offending or incurring displeasure; and would 
almost induce its possessor to pert with life ra
ther than forfeit hie honourable reputation. It 
is the most generally well-developed sentiment 
of the mind, and exeits s more beneficial influ
ence on the duties and lelaiions of life, than any 
otfoer human feeling. And though in a few in’ 
stances it may produce egotism, extravagant 
vanity, or a kind of crawling eycopbancy, still it 
must be classed among tlie most salutary senti
ments of the mind; and perhaps it would be no 
exaggeration of facia to affirm that the moral 
rectitude ol aociely results more abundantly from 
this inferior feeling, than from the combined 
action of the moral and religions sentiments, and 
the reflective calculation» of the intellect. In 
fact there are few characters more dangerous to 
the peace and prosperity of society, than- a mao 
destitute or very deficient in approbetiveness.— 
It haa been often remarked, and certainly with 
much accuracy, that whenever a man comes to 
set public opinion entirely at defiance, he is no 
longer entitled to the blessings of civil society.

There are, unquestionably, some individuals 
who in consequence of an unfavourable organiza
tion of brain, end the evil example, and other 
pernicious circumstances that surround them in 
the morning of life, are, as it were, constitution
ally disposed to the commission of crime ; but 
the number of these unfortunates ia happily so 
•mall that there iniquitiea would ecarcely form 
a page in the annale of human conduct ; and it 
isocly when the ennobling eentimentsof our na
ture have been crushed by oppressive wretched
ness, or the fashionable vice of intemperance, 
that positive criminality becomes a prominent 
characteristic of our social condition. And if j 
the millions of pounds which are annually spent 
in supporting the various systems of criminal 
jurisprudence throughout the world^ were judi
ciously applied in rendering the physical means 
of human comfort available to the mass of man
kind, we might indulge the hope that at some 
future period the moral status of our race would 
be elevated. But eo long as the means which 
ought to conduce to man’s happiness are expend
ed in procuring prisons and chains for his con
finement, or in purchasing ropes to hang him, 
for the necessary crimes of his misery and degra
dation,—-juet eo long wiii crime coniiuuc to per
petrate its own ugliness. For while there is 
misery, there will be crime j and nàtwithsiand- 
ing the argument founded on the “ universal 
fact” that poverty does exist, there ere two still 
more ” oniverca! facts” which upset the neces
sity of its everlasting existence. The first is, 
that there ie now on hand a sufficiency of wealth, 
in other words, s, sufficiency of food and clothing 
to supply, in abundance, the physical mm 
of the whole human family ; and the second is, 
that with the present aid of machinery, the ha- 
man power of production is capable of replacing 
this wealth, at least to a degree of tweety fold, 
during the period of its consumption. And the 
time will come when these powers of production 
will be directed to their legitimate purpose ; and 
when nations shall abandon euch barbarism» as 
war and criminal jurisprudence and shall employ 
their men and revenues in promoting human 
happiness. There is as ranch wild land in North 
America jost now, as would, if properly man
aged, afford ample sustenance to all the eurplua 
population of Europe ; and the expenses of the 
European military and constabulary forces,udded 
to the expense of restraining, and starving, and 
hanging this surplus population, would go far in 
locating them comfortably upon this land, and 
thus check at once their sufferings and their 
crimes. We are aware that these views are re 
garded as good-natured dreams at present ; so 
was every: change that has conferred dignity and 
increased happiness on man. Twenty years ago 
and tbe abolition of capital punishments wss 
sneered at as Utopian sympathy ; but twenty 
years more will make it a literal historical fact. 
To preserve peace without standing armies, 
would appear a monstrosity to the Duke of Wel
lington. But less than fifty years will convince 
mankind that standing armies and tear are synon 
y mu ue terms ; and ■ future generation will claee 
the gallows and the cannon with the human 
bonefires of the eixteenth century.

As a suitable appendant to this article, we 
give the following facte, relating to crime in the 
Huron District, they are extracted from “ An
swer» to Enquiries made by the Board oLRegis- 
tration and Statistic» z” by Darixl Li^Rfe, Esq. 
Clerk of the Peace. From these “Answers” 
we find that only seven persons were tried before 
the Court of Quarter Sessions in the year 1847 ; 
four of whom were charged with attending an 
unlawful assembly, and three with Larceny, and 
they were all acquitted. We find that during 
fourteen years, only nine crimes of magnitude 
were committed in the District, out of which 
only four convictions were obtained.

Now we venture to affirm, that had the peo
ple of Huron spent these fourteen years in any 
country where the mass of the population are in 
wretchedness, the calender of their crimes would 
have presented a very different appearance. But 
the inhabitants of Huron are generally in com- 
forlable circumstances, and hence the incentives 
to crime are few.* And just in proportion to the 
increase of their comforts will be the diminution 
of their criminal tendencies; and accordingly 
we learn from Mr. Lixars’ answer», that the very 
rapid increase of the population haa not by eny 
means produced an increase of crime in s cor
responding ratio.

Oor proposition nt the beginning of this arti
cle was, that poverty and intemperance, are the 
principal eourcee of crime ; and while we proud
ly record the foci, that the industry of the people 
of Huron his elevated them above the demoral
izing influence of poverty, we regret to learn that 
the vice of dronkennesa should still be tolerated 
to swell the catalogue of their crimes, yet such 
is the painful fact. Mr. Lixars haa stated that 
eighty-nine convictions for minor offence* were 
made by the Magistrates of the District during 
the yenr 1647, and that these offences ” general
ly arise from an over use qf ardent spirits at 
‘ Bess,* Tublie Meetings, Sfe.** It appears that 
out of tbs woe crimes of magnitude, two of the

most hineous ere attributable to drunkonneee ; 
and from a correct and systematic record of the 
Coroner’s Inquest» held throughout the District 
during last year, we find that about one-sixth of 
the untimely deaths are ascribed to spirit drink
ing. Besides it may aafely be presumed that 
eome
dents’ recorded, fcave resulted either directly or 
indirectly from the eeo.e cens». We am happy 
to learn tlmt tol Gugy intend» to bring the 
aebject of CanRfien intemperance lAh the 
House of Assembly. We trust our Legislators 
will give their cordial assistance in wiping this 
Mot from the annals of oor otherwise prosper
ous country. _ '

TO THE XD1TOB OT THB HUKOJf MORAL.
, Sir,—It has at all times happened that parties 
in power have vilified those who attempted to < 
check that power, and turn it to the purpose for 
which it was originally given—the public good. &

In illustration of the above, it may not he 
amiss to instance a few cases. In the tirpe- of 
Charles the First, those who contended for the 
rights of the' people, against the attempted usur
pations of the Crown, were styled, by way of 
reproach, R*hnd-Heads. In the time of William 
and Mary, we have Tories and Whigs. The 
expatriated Reformers of 1793, who were banish
ed for the daring crime of thinking forty years in 
advance of their age, nnd to the memory of 
whose worth, the people of Britain, with PnrHa- 
mentery sanction, have since erected monuments, 
were derisively called Black-Nebs. And in our 
own time, we have the word Radical applied to 
all those who have the preaumtion to suppose 
that Government, like all other science, is eus- 
snsceptible of improvement. Thie word, as a 
designation of reproach, came first into general 
uce in Britain, about the end of tfe Reign of 
George the Third; and took its rise from an ob
servation of Joseph Home while addressing the 
House of Commons to the (bliowing effect—
“ That the people of England would never rest 
contented until they accomplished à Radical 
Reform of all real abuses in Church nnd State.”
After this, Radical was applied to nil those who 
demanded Parliamentary Reform, which in those 
days of Tory enpremacy was thought very 
little better than high treason. Reform, how
ever, followed, and tbe consistent advocates of 
the people’s rights were designated by the more 
euphonious, but" not more expressive appella
tive, of Reformers. It would not be difficult to 
point out many benefits that have already result
ed and shew many more that will result in all 
likihood to the inhabitant* of Great Britain from 
that reform : but it ie not my intention to review 
events passed ot passing in that great country, 
but merely to refer to a few of the changes of a
henifiriel-toeiMr. that hi VC îviüiiéu fiODi iu€ gov
ernment of thoee whom party malignity here has 
styled Radical and disloyal.

First in Ibis' Class, and not least, ia their suc
cessful opposition to the attempt» of the Clergy 
of the Church of England, headed by their 
Biahcp, to force opoo the Province the dogma» 
of their particular form of worabip aa the only 
true road to heavee^t with what perlenacity have 
these Clergy urged, that they should in conse
quence of their unquestionable descent from St. 
Andrew or St. Georgette as much the national 
Church in Canada aa ie the Apostolic Succession 
Church in England, and Ireland. And had they 
succeeded in their attempts they would have 
held in their tenacious grasp, the whole of the 
Clergy Reserves ; not caring il the community 
suffered, provided they were built bp : not caring 
for the religious instruction of the many, pro
vided they, the instructor* of the few, might 
wallow in wealth. For many years the Radical» 
had to contend with the misapplied energies of a 
clever but unscrupnliewa faction, before they 
could get it admitted that in this Province all 
Her Majesty’s subjects stood upon an equal foot
ing, and that religions instruction ,was as neces
sary for the many, as it was for tbe few.

It is to the Radicsls that the complete over
throw of the Family Compact iadue. Il is to them 
that we are indebted for responsible Government 
and Municipal Councils. Under the old regime* 
of the Governor with an Executive Council, 
irresponsible representation was a farce ; aad il 
is no wonder that abuses existed ; it ie astonish
ing that these abuses were not greater and more 
numerous.

It is to the Radicals that the women of Cana
da now owe the possession of the only intereel 
they can claim in their husband’s property—the 
right of Dower. Tbe infamous intention of the 
late Solicitor General, John H. Cameron, to de
prive them of that right, and leave them utterly 
dependent, was frustrated through the sturdy 
opposition of the Radical party.

That we are likely to have our University 
intire, and not parceled out lo various churches, 
to buy political support, is owing lo the stand 
made at the last election by the Radicals Ml over 
the Province. That this University has not 
long since been swallowed up by the Clergy, 
and members of the Church of England, ia ow
ing to the Radicale.

That thie Proviace will for many years con
tinue to be an appendage of the British Crown, 
will be owing to the Radicale. Eqeal lawe and 
equal rights can alone make a people contented1 
and happy ;‘if they are not, they will seek 
change. Let the conduct of the two parties. 
Radical aad Cbeeervntive, be compared, and 
leave it to common sense to eny which in most 
likely to bring about that result. Tbe latter ban 
uniformly endeavoured to build up one part of 
the community, the minority, to the detriment 
of the majority. The former haa endeavoured to 
benefit all without injury to any ; looking upon 
nil aa equal, therefore equally entitled to tbe 
benefits resulting from equal laws and equal 
rights. It is, however, useless to instance 
further particulars as, in short, whatever ie valu
able in the lawe and ioatitatioua of Canada has 
been rendered eo by the party, who for the time
being, bore the reproachful designation ef 
Radical.

JOHN GALT.

THE TREATY WITH MEXICO SETTLED.

'Richilieu,” of the Tribuns, gives ue tbfvole 
on ihe Treaty. Yeas—39. Nays—13. Ab
sent—4 Other account» make the vote38 to 11. 
The President haa approved ol the Treaty» »od it 
is «aid, haa dispatched Major Graham with a 
copy of il to Mexico.

The Hsrald, of this moroiag, oootains the 
treaty entire.

It is rumoured in Washington, that»Cabinet 
Council has decided against the passage ef the 
tee Regiment Bill.—Cefowal» 14<A.

From the British
|THE NEW MINISTRY

Montreal 

J Ills Excellency liai been 
following appointments 
f Hsn. L. H• Lafontaine 

Executive Council, for the 
End also to be Attorney Oer 
the Province formerly Lou 
J The lion. R B. Sulliv<
I the Executive Council, aa 

Province of Canada.
» The Hon. Robert Baldwin 
1 the Executive Council of the Proi 
I and Attorney General for 
I vince formerly known as 

The Hon. F. llincksi to 
i Executive Council, and 

Public Accounts, for the 
The Won. Thos. C. Alt 

^f the Executive Council 
lor General for that part ol 
f Lower Canada.

The Hon. James Leslie 
—Executive Council, and 
I live Council of the Province 

The lion. R. E. Caron,
I Executive Council, and 
foLegislative Council of Cam 

The Hon. James Ilsrrey 
Eber of the Executive Counc 
foof Crown Lands, for the 

The Hon. L N. Figer 
►Executive Council, and 

|Pr3Vloce of Canada.
The Hon. E. P. Tache,

1 Executive Council, and 
I Public Works for the Prow 

The lion. M. Cameron 
| Executive Council, and 

|®f Public Worksfor the 
It is generally understc 

Solicitor General West,
IE. IL Blake—a distin 
I Canadian Bar, now on hit 
| a tour for the benefit of his

Stsatvord.—It appears 
advertising columns that 
Stratford are determined 
spirit of local enterprise.

! cultural Society will awai 
i pound for a good Stallion,
; neighbourhood for the aeae 

mal meet the entire appro 
end Committee, the premio 

I twelve pounds ten shillings 
liberal sun to be given l»y 

I it shows that the leading 
I aware of the fact that the 
i turc is the paramount inte 
i the country, and that mut 
1 depends upon an ii/iproved 
|Another advertisement 

: that Mr. Thoe. Douglass 
g copies the Farmers’ Inn, 
pster to the necessities am 
aarinfc public. Mr. Doug 

I a Scutch .Çorderer, and 
[ -eumed a lineal descendant 

Chevy Chace, and tbe chive!

WHERE IS

We knew an old man 
with an old horae into 
resided in Scotland : we 
did not drive them, he drew 

i walked the full length of 
I vance of the horse, and 
r his back trudged along •'
1 the rope as if he intern!
[ emaciated animal. On 
I vrous lad slipped the Haiti 
I horse and tied a piece of 
j one of those happy mortals 
] ward*, and accordingly 

dragging the h titer, and 
weight of coal with just 
composure aa though he 
old horse loaded with ten 
carrier of the Eastern Mai 
exactly so akward-looking 
horseless halter. He arm 
the horses and the waggoi 
leather bags, but he forge 

.the Hero of the long day 
rived from London eometim 
Wednesday ! eo that we 
selecting news for our pres

The Eastern Mail was 
conveyance, and reached 
Thursday.

L1TERAT

We have reeeivnd the 
Journal of Education, 
more th%p a continuation 
machinery of the School 

1 more interesting subjects 
affords little room for remi 
however, to see that the 
lodged the necessity of 
doing something for the 
that they should hold 
each Township. Wood 
from the third number of

We alee acknowledge 
castle Farmer, a mont 
exclusively to Agricultural 
lished by H. Jones Ruttai 

[ Cebourg Sur, and edited 
1 single number of it conta 
I formation for the ferme 
I obtained elsewhere in the 
iorforthe same trifling 
■ only 2s. €d. per year. 
Itronageand within the

We likewise return 
I “Literary Garland,” fr<

• long coveted the possessio 
| cumstances precluded the 
I notice the " Garland” am 

the ” Victoria Magazine
4 ----

We are in receipt of 
14 Western ^tnadiao,” 
French, and A. Carter, 
Liberal in politics and 
ten articles on Free Tr 
avowed and apparently 
present number ia greatly 
presents altogether a very 
May it eiccced.
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