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Kaiser Menaced by Ambition of His

Eldest Son; How

Crown Prince Wil-

helm' Conspired With Rupprecht of

Bavaria and Ge
ha y

Sting of Prussian Insolence.

One of the most remarkable anu
disturbing features. of the German
Empire, that huge agglomeration of
kingdoms, principalities, duchies,
and dependencies, is that, although
the Kaiser is the titular head of tlic
whole ftederation, yet, in point of
fael kig authority is by no meang »c
welcome, or so securely established,
as to make disruption impossible, or
even so improbable a cn"xtm;ze'lu as |
to be dismissed from the cares and
anxieties, manifold and . multiforn
as they are, that beset that harassed
man—the German Chancellor.

The Kaiser, it should be remem-
bered, is the German Emperor; not
the Emperor of Germany, and even
during the present war some of tle
vassal States that go to make up
Germany have come near towards
revolting against the yoke which has
been imposed on them from Berlin.
Austria, Saxony, Hanover—all these
have groaned and fretted beneath
the sting of Prussian insolence, and
at least on one occasion, during the

past three years, they came near tn |
breaking the t1e which binds them
and the German Empire together.
That they did not do so was due to
the failure of Prince Rupprecht of
Bavaria to rise to the level of a
great opportunity, In the chapter
of secret history that I am about to
relate, it will be found that, but for
the Prince’s obstinate perfidy, the
Kaiser might have been compelled
to relinquish his throne, and Europe
saved from the continuance of a
ghastlv and desolating war.

The Spirit of the Belgian Peonle.

The events to which I refer,
eventa possessing an almost unique
interest and importance to the men
and women of to-day, took place |
some little time after the close of |
my last narrative. Prince ' Rup- |
precht was in Berlin. His failure |

to realize the almost imposgible ex- { night When dining incognito at one |

pectations of the German High Com-
mand had led, if not to his recall,
at all events to the suspension of his
command. To do the Prince jus-
tice, the failure was none
rault. He had burnt villages, razed
buildings, shot hostages, and threat- |
ened and menaced the entire popula- '
tion, exactly as the pundits who

{task of

neral Von Falken-

and of his work.n France and Bel-

gium to the War Lord himself, who,
armed with plans, miaps, and other
details supplied him, had, as I sub-
scquently learnt, prepared a search-
ing cross-examination for the Com-
miander who had not succeeded in
breaking the spirit of the Belgians
after many weary months of bitter
war and savage, relentless persecu-
tion.
“William the Sudden.”

As it happened, when Prince Rup-
mer'ht and myself reached Berlin we
found that “William the Sudden”’
lLiad for the nonce abandoned the |
investigating Rupprechi’'s '
conduc: of the campaign, and had
proceeded, instead, to the Eastern
front, there to arrange, we were
told, for the delivery of a smashing
blow at Russia, but, though the
Kaisér was absent, we found Berlin
was full of generals of divisions, of
ficers of the' guard and other func-
tionaries, and it was obvious to both
of us, from the cool politeness and

| studied detachment with which wc

were everywhere received, that tne

-\erdict had already gone against us,

and that the Kaiser’s satellites, who
mmel) echoed the War Lord’s opin-
ions’ were satisfied that Rupprecht
was to be deprived of his ¢ommand
and disgraced.

The very fact that the Kalser had
made no proper provision for our
reception pointed unmistakably .in
this direction; 2 the result that
we were boyv~o or cold-should-
ered in every <’:ection.

4 18 3T s el Py Bl ? “rwnt upon
the prince was soon made apparent.
He assumcd a sternness and a hau-
teur that soon sct the gossips of
Berlin talking of a coming rupture
between Berlin ‘and Bavaria—a
rumor that he did ncihing to sct at
rest.

“Bavaria”* he said to me one

of the most fashionable restaurants

in “the capital; ‘‘Bavaria is a sover- !
eign, independent State, whose peo-

ple w111 foltow their rulers. And if
the present conflict—so much the
worse for Prussial!”

But though the words travelled
far and wide, they succeeded not a

on my father’s mind against me, take
care to set himiagainst you also. We
must take steps to have them ' re-
,moved Potsdam and the marble pal-
ace want a new broom badly. The

Kaiser is- proving unequal to the
strain of war, and he must be made
to listen to younger men who are
more in touch with events. If needs
be, he must be compelled. You and
I can do it. You have Bavaria be-

| hind yopu, and I all Berlin and half |

.Germany,” and he went on in the
boastful strain he so constantly as-
sumes, dilating at length on his
ho¥d on the people.

i Prince Rupprecht listened to .this

‘outburst with the cold and restrain-.

ed hauteur which he has so often to
assume that it has become a part
of his nature. That he was greatly
surprised, I do not suppose. It is
of ecourse, well known \that Littie
 Willie ‘and his father have been for
'months, nay years, at each other’s
'throats, and have not hesitated ' to
use the most venomed weapons
against each other. More than once
the Kaiser has been actually in dan-
ger of loging his throne to the mad-
icap son who has tried him beyond
| endurance, but whose popularity,
strange and inexplicable as it is, ren-
ders him too powerful to be sum-
» marily dealt with. For the Crown
Prince has succeeded in convincing
huge; masses of the German people
that the kaiser and the “old gang”
have robbed them of victory, and
that had matters been left in his
hands, all would have been well. The
kaiser, on his part, while longing to
wound, is yet afraid io strike at the
idol of the peonle.
An Evil Fate

To those who know the Hozenzol-
lerns, there is nothing new or strange
about this. An evil fate has pursued
the dynasty ever since the earliest
days. Frederick the Great was sen-
tenced to death by his own father,
ana lived to speak of his nephew and
successor with scarcely disguised
contempt. The kaiser himself was
at variance with his predecessor,
Frederick the Noble, who in his
turn had been ruthlessly thrust
aside by Bismarck and the King.
From the earliest dawn of the dy-
nasty down to our own day, of the
house’ of Hohenzollern has been
riven by hatred, intrigues and treach-
ery.
l Hence the Crown Prince’s speech
caused us little surprise, and Prince
Ruppreeht accepted with avidity an
invitation to dine with him that

of his those rulers elect to withdraw from evening, that, as it happened, was

destined to be fruitful of remark-
Iable developments, and which I do
not think I shall ever cease to re-
| member.
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compiled the German War Book had whlt in cooling the fee11n§ towards | wor one thing, the contrast be-
laid down should be done by 2 con- | us' and, but for the welcome eX- (weon the 'en was remarkable
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—and the cause of his failure lay in
something beyond their
the strength and majesty of the
patriotism and valor of the Belgian
peonle,

But Potsdam and the High Com-
mand were  blissfully oblivious of
this | fact. It was the Prince they
blamed, and they had called him

Lit*le Willie had welcomed  us'Way for more vigorous men.” He

{
| terous geniality that he could

power—in |iwith the vociferous and almost bois- (drained his glass and then struck
ag- |the table with his clenched fist, It

sume so-well when it suited his pur-lls time we acted,” ha said, ‘“The

pose.

people are sick with the sickness of

“We should be friends,” he told hope deferred. They have been led

{P] rince Rupprecht, wringing his hand
We have ¢annot be secured for them urless

heartily—‘close friends.

to expect an early vietory, and that

the same enemies, and ought to act and until the kaiser listens to rea-
now to give an account of himself | together. The same people who pois- -SO01- We need a more vigorous sub-
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marine policy,” which he outlined
jadding; -““Gad! If you and I had con-
trol over thé German war mwachine

within six mionths.”
A Great Scheme
The Crown Prince stnk #His voice

ser,” he gaid. “Already péople are
{beginning!to realize that he and his
advisers are effiete, Half the - y
are on my side. Let Bavaria comé
over to wus,” a,nd he s!apped Rup-
precht on' thé shoulder, “and w8
_-shall be masters of ‘th4 dittation aﬂd
able to dictate terms.”

Whatever other details thé Crown
Prince had then in his mind con-
cerning 'this' plet against his father
we were ‘fiot to learn: themi that
evening,' bat for a moment or 8o
later he was tnterrupbed Frau
one of*fhe many ladie$ at whom, if
rumer spoke truly, he had set .his
cap, joined the party, whose Bohe-
man character became now so obvi-
ous as to make the discussion ‘of
anything like high politics out, of
the question. Frau was a witty

attracted the crown prince’s atten-
tion -while still a member of . the
corps de ballet, and though the first
bloom of her youth had passed, she
possessed - a charm of manner and
a natural® distin¢tion that obviously
{mpressed both of their royal high-
nesses. Forl the moment they forgot
the troubles of the German empire
and ceased to part the kaiser's gar-
ment, Both laid themselves out * te
please the Frau, who, quick-witted,’
and entertaining, was in welcome
contrast to the ordinary, heavy, and |
‘somewhat uncouth German woman.
Fast and freely did the champagne
flow, and one mad ' joke and ‘wild
story succeeded another. Every
character in German political life

the acrid wit. of. the crown prince,
‘who ‘did ‘not spare either friend or
foe in hig vehement ‘outpourling - of
scandal.

That was by no means the last I
saw of .Frau . For the next few
days Rupprecht devoted the whole
of his thoughts, time and energy to
the pursuit of the woman, who had
cagt ¥o strong a spell over his affep-
ltions that he seemed incapable of

we would chave Burope at our feet

to a whisper; “Té supplant the kal:|

and, vivacious companlion, who had

was. satirised and brought beneath |

ishaking off an allegiance that I
realized might, easily be fatal. Gone
wasg the recollection of the slights he:
had endured at the hands of , the'
Prussians, who had snubbed us so
heavily when we arrived at Berlin.
Gone was his indignation at the kai-'
‘ser’s rebuke; his- letters from- the
front were nnqnened iis budinesaas

i only | the ex-
W 7 hands-he soon
became as putty.

The Prince asid fthe ExiBallet Givl.
Ru{precht Toaded her/with jewels
v!uhed presents upon her. The
bm[oﬂ had seized him beecanie .
ong of the ding jokes of the
cafes of Berlin, whose wits and gos-
sips: loved to dilate: on this vtctory
over the: Baurimn Pringe.
o tﬁiwr%& v &eﬁmua%xp
1 who' sh.the
turn event m‘aﬂh!ﬁﬂ that wis
the Crown Prince, = In ‘the ~first
place, “‘Little Willie'" bitterly “re-
sented  the fact .that hfl ‘flame
had ‘encouraged Rup t’s ' dd-
vances, BecafiBe it hurt his vanﬂ.y.
Secondly, the. intimacy betwéen:
two wag fraught with great dan r
to himself. For the Frau was a
woman of keen political ambitions"
and unususl intélligence, and theie
could be -no dg?;m?hat some of the
secrets, of the (Prince that she
had in her’ ‘keebinl “would, if dis-
closed to his: friend Rupprecht,
prove awkward ‘weapons. in  the
hands of the latter. ence, “Little
Willie,” I soon perceived; set
himelf to fhe task of ending -
romance that, Had it matured, mlght
have ‘intrody
softness and' Humanity into the iron
soul of the Bavarian chief. He did
this with characteristic subtlety
Affecting to encournge, both- Rupl
precht and the woman' in th
liaison, he wet ' left no.  stone
turned’ to interest them - in the
mm tp hﬁg d gut heuliai l"‘lw.tchxl_xi.,,
against ther, the ser. e
even promised ’!t‘h?e ‘Frau that, should
he succéed, & handsome State pen-

eate Rnpprecht the position oi
Bavaria In the German scheme  of
things was to be entirely altered.
and after Prussia, that country was
to become the most imnprtant in
the whole of the Federation.

At the first, the new schemo

Dowt think becanse you . have tak

many menles in vain that yonr diﬂ 5
lneu Hood's wgu léd

man neeml hope tdfu
angrh. rh:ngnllyatlsx% “p
dyspepsia and xenenl dabuity. hﬂe

some: element of |

sion should.be hers, while to plw-‘ﬁ

}agamt the Kaisér moved but slowly.
iThe German generals hom the
€rown Prince approached, - held
themselveg aloof. Even' those who
were known to be -dissatisfied with
the Kaiser and to predict his fall,
would not openly commit them
selves, and without . their ' support
the project was- bou,nd to faili “Th

one ‘ov'emgg. :
chierche’ little
sug:est(&ﬂ

“don’t know how 1
takes a wt;:gaw to &
your own way in the
ing people about. °
tures, have to ﬂ’attot
oersqade
you 'fail,
can do-is to take me into

‘ship,  Make meé a party t_&
Scheines and promise me my rm
and I will nndertake to- bring Gen-

We, pogp c\!et
and cajole and
Hnm 'W‘etlucce it

in & week. With his support, and
feeling run dead against thﬁﬁ

your. feet.” - s
. ‘‘And ‘what, pray, is. the rewa.rd
you ¢laim?” asked Rupprecht.
“This: that your- Highness gocs
through a morganatic marriage with
me within a week after Falkenhayn
consents to act against the Kaiser.”
For a moment Rupprecht hesi-
tated and the Crown Prince watch
_ed- him intently: ien I agree,”
he said sharply, and Frau set
out that night armed with a letter
from the Crown Prinece himself.

for thc attempt—bold as it was,
‘Falkenhayn, a member ;. of tho
Prince’s Camarilla, who had forced
the war on the Kaiser, was known
to be consumed by a fierce jealousy

the marshal who had supplanted
h —to wit, - von  Hindenburg.
Moreover, the popularity boih  ofs
the Kaiser and of Hindenburg him-
self was at & low ebb. The German
people | were incensed 'at the pro
‘longation of the war, and at the al-
most innumerable deceits that had
heen practised upon. them. Those
who/knew Germany best affirm that
the throne was in danger, and there
conld be no question whatever that.
a bold move ont by the
narty, with Falkenhayn at their
head, might be followed by startling
resnlts,

Small wonder, therefore, ' that it
was with a shaking hand and a
|volce  trembling ‘with excitement
tthat Prince Rupnvrecht, the man of
iron, but, ag I often thought, of no

‘blood rea& out the eypher telegra.m

erall Falkenhayn over to your side |

aiser |
and von Hindenburg, the, Bill Is at

The moment was a propitious one

Prince’s °

m mﬁ nwm g
Bipentei ?flfm“ﬁ“ﬁ“’ii?;&“i: (Assoclated Prems): '
a "H 43 it 21
throw in his Tot with Ruppresht and | TLrtlepool, England, - °“~ ’7’—
_the Crown' Prince, and if need b |Saloon keépers are making
was prepared, at the proper time, to  tempt to prohibit women' frdm éoﬁ-
lead ﬂtﬁ‘& 1%qption of the .army
aiser whose power, a
} Rn, would recelve a mg




