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• r 4 e Implement 1 aritt Vase
From the Manufacturers’ Standpoint 

By SENATOR LYMAN MELVIN JONES ltd

Note- In The Guide of August 3rd, »e published • ropy of a letter sent by John Evans, Nutans, Saak., to Senator Melvin Jones,
President of the Massey-Harris Co. Ltd., dealing with the tariff and the root of Massey-Harris implements in the old country.
Senator Melvin Jones has made a lengthy reply to Mr. Evans and sent us a copy of his letter for publication. The Senator’s 
letter may be taken as the Agricultural Implement Manufacturers' side of the tariff question, though he goes into other phases 
of the question as well. This letter will be of interest to every farmer in the West who uses farm implements.

* JollU Kvb 1». Esq..
Nutans. Saak.

Dear Sir:
Your klter of June 7th ha» not been 

previously replied to. for the reason that 
the thhralter of the statements made 
indicated that you were such an extremist 
in certain view» held, or at least es pressed 
by you. that it would be useless to attempt 
to cbffhsittie )ou of anything except what 
you those to believe My attention has. 
however recently been called to the 
“Grain Grower»’ Guide** of August 3rd. 
in whit b 1 fend that your letter to me had 
been published 1 am. therefore, replying 
because 1 feel that thr reader* of the 
“Grain Growers" Guide” are entitled to 
fuller and more accurate information on 
this subject than ha» been conveyed to 
them by the publication of your letter. 
In your letter you challenge the following 
statement made by me Uec. dad. 1*01». 
in the senate

**1 want it put on record that < ana- 
dian hr ms make the best harvesting 
machinery made in the world and the 
statement that farmers in foreign coun­
tries purchase them for lews money than 
do the farmer* in t anads. is entirety 
incorrect and it is unfair to I snadian 
manufacturers that such statement* 
should be made.**
1 am in a position to absolutely sub­

stantiate this statement, and you the 
“Grain Growers' Amo, tattoo * can also 
venfy it, if y we. or they, will go t 
accessary trouble to do so. « hat you 
hntn done as outlined in your letter and 
anything else 1 have sera reported of your 
civile in the direction uf look­
ing into this question, is most 
unfair You «led the lww*»t 
price at which Canadian imple­
ments are sold in any foreign 
country and compared it eith 
the highest price at nhirh they 
are sold at home. and. by thin 
method, endeavored to create 
an impression that I enadiaa 
makers meure higher pnrew at 
home than abroad

The average uf the prîtes at 
which a (Ml Hinder and Sheaf 
Carrier is sold by the Massey- 
Marne < ompeat, in Eoglsad.
S'renew, lien mark. Sweden. Ger­
many. Auel/is. How manu», Euro- 
wane Hsssu. tbbenaa KWaste.
Italy. ftpota, Algeria. Argentina, 
ttwwth Africa. Sew Aewlaad and 
Australia, vs oser II per cent 
higher than the average of the 
prleee obtained In nil t nna«la. 
and. in no wee el the countries

w the price as low as the 
higheet price w any part ef t aaada 
In England the price i* higher than in 
Ontario. Qpebee or the Maritime provinces 
and Is prnetwaily the same as the average 
price aver t aaada. not aitk»U*4t»g I be 
fact that the freight mat uf delivering 
n Hinder in England Is only half a hat it 
cents le Serthweelern I sands, and. d 
the difference >a freight b taken let* 
account, the average « anadien prier Is 
even leas lha..

As slated above, in every other country 
named, the highest price in any portion 
uf Canada m 1res than the louts! in any 
uf the countries mentioned I da nut 
think that in n iHvcemmn «4 this question 
England should he the countn selected 
for ranuuiM* The farwMTs d TngUn.l 
pewetwelly do not compete >a the wb»el 
markets of the world silk < enadis* 
farmers and the number ef Ri*d»f* **d i 
in England la very small - witb
ibe number odd In Ensure. Germany. > 
Humsa. Argentina, Awetrsbe and I snada. 
Thsrsfnn. d yaw want information

of value to lay before tbc “Grain Growers* 
Association.* write to these other coun- 

which *rr « anada’s competitors iu 
the wheat markets of the world and learn 
from them the price of a 6-ft. Binder and 
Carrier. and. remember further, that in 
three of the countries 1 have just men­
tioned Binders
free from duty. 1 repeat again the state­
ment that:

“Farmers in foreign countries pur­
chase them (harvesting machinery for 
less money than do the farsaer» in Can- 
ada is entirely incorrect and it ia unfair 
to < aaada aad C anadian manufacturers 
that such slatcaseot should be made. **
Now. with reference to the other matter 

stated by me in the senate, which 1 am 
glad to say you do not challenge, that 
< ansduiu machinery is the best in the 

e •» an argument 
I*ort of this statement the fact that 

Canadian made n.
highest price obtained in all foreign mar­
kets where Canadian manufacturers do 
business

In the “Grain Growers' Guide** of July 
97th Mr. J- A
Murray, in wkirh he gives prices of differ­
ent Binder* in England aad in which he
show» that the
sell» at en average uf 911 higher than other 
make*, thereby proving conclusively my 
statement with reference le quality 
Substantially the same price differente» 
will be found in other foreign countries 
in favor uf the Canadian made implement»

I have before me a copy uf the Evening 
Capital uf Saskatoon of August 1st .

nearly so expensive, so comparison in this

In • consideration of these prices also, 
it mu»t Ur bofur iu mind that the dif­
ference in .freight rates, as stated above, 
is very considerable. For instance, the 
freight (in carload lots) on a tt-ft. Binder 
and Carrier, from Toronto to Liverpool 
and London, averages Sb.40. The average 
rate on a (Ml. Binder and Carrier to 
Saskatoon (carload lots) is 91 tt. 30. These 
are differences that must be taken into 

u when considering the j 
in various provinces of Canada.

You further elate in your letter:
“It also goes to show that the Cana­

dian mauufst tufrr* enjoy • privilege 
such as is given in no other country of 
the world. “
This statement, if H means anything, 

means that higher duties are placed upon 
implements entering Canada than are 
placed upon implements entering into 
nay other country. The duty on Binders. 
Mowers aad Reaper» into Canada is 
17^ Der cent Higher duties. Ml CM 
II Hi II E U. are imposed ia Austria. II ungnry. 
Italy. Koumaaia and Algeria aad they are 
approximately as high in several other 
countries, including Frnnre and the 
failed States. (In the l ailed States the 
duty has been double.until very recently, 
what it now is in Canada At present an 
these machines the duty there is IS per 
cent, on the complete machine, but on 

I U per cent >. so that your 
statement about this is made, a* are ap- 
ps* rally must uf your other statements, 
without knowledge ef er regard to facts

purporting |« report a speech of yours 
on the srevMsa ef Mr Wilfrid Lnwrwr'e 
vieil I» Saskatoon, end I wish to rail your 
at tent new to a state meet contained theme 
in which you said (iff rormlly reported 
that a l.lyft Mower is sold at igskalaon 
at 9S1. whereas the published retail list 
price of a Massey. Marne Mower (un sit 
month's crediti a ewly SSe barely there 
ran he n« Mrs» for ignoramre on >«»r 
pert »f Ih« poce current in your own weigh 
’-rW --! el your own 4mr hut It ss iMb 
ef jwsliffrelHMi uf the term “wiremid" 
appW.I le you at the hegineiag of th*e 
burr.

la your letter you quote from informa­
tion give* you hy your Hereford rams 
modem indurating a rortatn pnro fur 
Hinder. I amer and l>ouble Wheel I «r* 
eamag- In regard to thr Fom-erring*, 
u* do w*it sell any Furorarriegee wbat#.er 
in Great Hritain Ear Roumanie end 
■nsssa ne make a law wheel Eereeemage 
hut very fffmst from the Eor**amag* 
supplied m Western «sends and nut

In your Inter ef above date (theegh 
nut as printed in the “Grain G roarer* 
(Snide**) yew write as foHoe*

“If the ahum U net ewBncat In 
prove that yew are setting cheaper 
ebrand than at home. | ham in my 
nnwesin s letters staling that net 
hundred Massey-Harris Hinders would 
b* delivered Is any posai in Alberts far 
973 rack This étalement. s*«o#Uieg 
to the Inter before me was amie hy 
delegntos from Alberta el the cue vest lee 
in rriecw Albert ’*
\ou. Mr Evans. I vent are to say that

Qmm rennet shoe any Intern that erne 
estes II y brisev# contain a shadow ef 

founds I we for such statement No such 
qnotnlwn answer mad* hy Say on* in <«#■ 
nertian ailh the MaawyHame I s || 
•wold be imnoambb It is absurd and 
ri hruli as and aithout a shadow d truth

“ Thr same Inter also state* (end I 
gim It far what it b worth, that n ear

load of Massey-Harris Binders, toe 
signed to Mortlach. Sask.. was wrecked 
by the C. P. H. The Massey-Hsrru 
Company claimed price "off cars” at 
Mortlach. while the C. P. U would 
only settle for cost of production 
The C. P. R. won the case aad settle­
ment was made at 930 a Binder. **
It was this sort of rubbish that oml* 

me hesitate to reply to your letter, because 
1 felt that if you personally believed suck 
absurd, ridiculous statements, it was not 
worth while to go to the trouble of saying 
In you they warn untrue. 1 any in reply 
that 930. as mentioned, does net cover 
the cunt of the material that goes Into the 
Binders, much less provide the wages 
covering the entire cost of manufacture, 
nr overhead expenses in coni, 
manufacture, such as coal for power aad 
besting purpose», light, valet, ud 1er 
tempering. u«l for furnaces, grindstone* 
fflr*. put terns, dies, forms, jigs, crating, 
interest on budding* end plant, wear and 
tear oe machinery and buildings.in»urance. 
Use*, and a great many other charges 
There is not even one wee little hit ef 
tenth ia the above statement No such 
accident as indicated has happened to » 
carload uf Binder* No such settle meet 
ha* Ukea place, nor is them aay settle­
ment pending, and. therefore, there is 
not one iota uf truth tu either of tk- 
statements referred to They are ab­
solutely untrue in every particular 

You say further:
“It also goes to show that Canadian 

manufacturer* enjoy a privilege such a* 
ia given in ne other country ta the 

world and that having a 
monopoly of the home market 
(through high protection/ are 
iw rating the home consumer 
tu such an estent as is un­
bearable. while abroad yen 
can adjust your pneus to 
compete against all that 
come High protection i* 
legalised rubbery end under 
H Jon. nod the other imple­
ment maker* ef Canada, haw 
extorted mdlmos of dollars 
from agnr all arista.**
Now what are the facts 

Canada is primarily an ngncab 
tarai country It has n very 
Uvge acreage wader cultivation 
for the number of agnrw 
Rapid expansion and the fact 
that land can he had 1er the 
home steading has male farm 
laborer* very scarce aad M ia nut 
law much to say that were it 
nut fur the rapid improvement 
in farm implements denag the 

last thirty years the development of 
Canada, aad especially of Meat ere t as* 
da. would, of serenity, have been much 
•low»* I ha a It has been, and pméuhi* 
farming would have been very diScwli 
I need net here refer to the leading posi­
tion the Massey Marri* I empaay nave 
taken in the perfecting of farm .mplemenU 
1 ba«» Ib»t# standing m tbi* regard 
maidently in the hands of the thinking 
farmer* eke will runidcr what ha* 
lake* place near this period ef develop­
ment I belie»* there Is no bwe of manw- 
facture ,« tbe world where yragrvu has 
Uea greater in the improvement *f 
"■pb meats and also In the methods ef 
ms safari are The Massey-llarn* Com­
pany aad other rompante» in thss ha# 
sf bo Misas have nut lain down behind 
the tariff bet have been program,» and 
mterpnseag aad have hewn abb gradually 
In become large farters in the trade of 
•the» reuatrwa Thu fact has bee» ef 
immense advantage, nut only to Canada 
generally through the employment ef •


