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CLOSE OF TTFE GENERAL
CONFERENCE.

On Wednesday of last week the busi­
ness sessions of the General Confer­
ence of 1882 came to a conclusion. 
The hymn, “ Jesus,accept the praise, 
was sung, Dr. Potts offered prayer, 
the" President pronounced the bene­
diction, and the eighty members then 
present separated, to meet again oply 
if Iks interests of Methodist union, 
approaching a fortunate consumma­
tion, shall require the President again 
to summon them and their fellow del­
egates at some period earlier than 
1886. A motion on the morning of 
the concluding day, making provision 
for filling any vacancy caused by the 
death or disability of any General 
Conference official, reminds one that 
all the contingencies of life and health 
are possible to a band of church work­
ers equally with all others.

Thinning ranks, short speeches and 
cries of “vote, vote,’" for several days 
foreshadowed the hour of adjournment. 
The man who could keep his feet for 
an address of any length either pos­
sessed unusual ability or—something 
Ifess desirable. Such haste, when to­
pics of general importance await con­
sideration, is to be deprecated. Un­
wise conservatism and undue^ haste 
tend in the same direction. The for­
mer tears to move forward ; the latter 
has no time for the consideration of 
necessary or unnecccssary onward 
steps. At Hamilton, near the close 
of the session, such haste, with its five- 
minutes speeches, seemed unavoida­
ble. Many delegates had left for 
gçod and sufficient reasons, others 
could Bo longer remain, and those 
who were under no special pressure 
for time felt that they were not wear­
ing out tl e r welcome, only because 
of largeness of heart on the part of 
their hosts. May we suggest— if per­
chance, some one will remember our 
word*— th* >Uhe remedy Ipr.such haste 
lies rather within the range of pre­
vention than of cure. If—if—some 
delegates would only say less at earlier 
session*, and'learn that m motion 
could be voted upon with safety in the 
absence of any remarks by themselves, 
there would be no need of the pro­
verbial “ slaughter of the innocents,” 
if indeed, under any witty designation 
such subjects as transfers, the length 
of the pastoral term, the test of mem 
"bership and others equally important, 
can with any justice be included.
► As to what may be noted under 
the head of unfinished business opin­
ions may differ. Each delegate who 
may feel disappointed that some pecu­
liar view on some special subject has 
not prevailed will place that subject in 
the unfinished list Only one ques­
tion, however, can be assigned to that 
list by common consent—that one the 
very important subject of Methodist 
union. Our readers have before them 
this week the report of the Committee 
appointed to consider it. A further 
synopsis of the debates will inform 
them of the action of the General 
Conference in relation to the recom 
inondations of that Committee. The 
principle has been affirmed; the whole 
question can only be intelligently dis­
cussed when the several committees at 
the meeting in November shall have 
agreed upon a scheme to be submitted 
to the Quarterly meetings and Annua 
Conferences. Our future action on 
union will be closely watched. The 
Protestants of the Dominion, general­
ly, are watching it with interest. Ro­
manists, who make so much out ot a 
small capital when they point to our 
divisions, are not leas interested.

------------------------- r ^
The winner of the Gilchrist Schol­

arship, Mr. W. M. Tweedie, of Mount 
Allison College, left Sackville on Fri­
day night last for Rimouski, where he 
embarked for Liverpool. Our beet 

"wishes for his future success follow 
him. On the evening of his departure 
the students of Mount Allison tender­
ed him a banquet in the lecture room 
of the college, at which Joeiah Wood, 
Esq., U.T., a member of the first grad­
uating clam, presided. Instrumental 
music, songs and speeches followed 
the gathering at the richly-spread 
table. The speakers on the occasion, 
beside Mr. Tweedie, were Reva Dra. 
Pickard and Stewart, Professors Wel­
don, Smith and Goodwin, and Princi­
pals Kennedy, Paisley and others. 
President Inch was absent. He pass­
ed Mr. Tweedie that night, while re­
turning from the General Conference 
at Hamilton. The friends and stu­
dents of Mount Allison are justly 
proud of the success of one of her

graduates, The opportunity of com. 
petition formerly enjoyed by her stu­
dents through her connection with 
the University of Halifax has only 
been closed, it is now seen/in order to 
enable them to win dtstinttibfl * in a 
wider sphere. Others at Mount Alli­
son are treading closely in the steps 
of her successful sons. They may be 
depended upon to maintain her char­
acter in the future. Generous donors 
to our college will feel meanwhile 
that their gifts are not in vain, and 
the parents of bright, studious lads 
will learn the high value of their own 
denominational college.

topics were given by Rev. W. W. 
Ross, Rev. Dr. Cochrane—formerly of 
Japan, Rev. L. N. Beaudry, of our 
French Mission in Montreal, and Rev. 
D. Hill, an English missionary to 
China, whither he now is returning to 
continue a missionary life of eighteen 
years. The private and public meet­
ings of the Women’s Missionary So­
ciety will no doubt give a new impulse 
to this important department of our 
work.

Why should not the world hear of 
worthy deeds as well as of unjust acts, 
even though the former are only what 
should be expected of honest men ? 
Included in the nobler list is an in­
stance brought before the General 
Conference by the Hon. J. W. Sifton, 
of Manitoba, in connection with the 
bequests of the late Rev. Edward 
Morrow. That minister, obliged to 
retire from active ministerial labor, 
went to the North West, where he 
succeeded in doing more than making 
a living. The Church still lay near 
his heart, and as death approached he 
made a will in which he left $1,000 
for the formation of libraries in the 
Sabbath-schools of the North West ; 
$5,000 for the Superannuated Preach­
ers' Fund; $10,000 to be appropriated 
to Church t Extension in the North 
West ; and 90 acres of land, which 
have since brought $12,000, for the 
establishment of a college in Manito­
ba. In one point the good man had 
failed. His house had not been set 
in order with such promptness as is 
advisable, and through some informal­
ity the sums thus generously given to 
the Church might have been appro­
priated by his heirs—his two brothers. 
These, however, were worthy of the 
dec iased, and as soon as they learned 
of the legal defect took steps to affirm 
the provisions of the will. The action 
of the Messrs. Miwrow in thus waiving 
their rights called forth a> hearty ex- 
pression of appreciation from the as­
sembled delegates.

We are glad it* learn that other 
sums, quite large, are being offered 
for the extension of our work in the 
North West.

Correspondents must exercise a little 
patience while Conference reports are 
being given. We hope, by abridging 
these as much as possible, to conclude 
their publication next week.

The Provincial Normal School will 
open on Wednesday, November 1st. 
New pupils will not be received after 
Nov. 8th. Regulations can be obtain­
ed on application to the Principal.

See Plan of Sackville District Mis­
sionary Meetings on eighth page.

The death of the venerable Dr. Pu- 
sey, of Oxford, recalls attention every­
where to the Tractarian movement, of 
which some thirty or forty years ago 
he was the leader, and to which the 
world gave bis name. Of his sincer­
ity the world haa been thoroughly 
convinced, even in quarters where no 
doubt has been entertained of the er­
roneous character of his opin­
ions. It was his to point men in 
a direction in which he neither led 
nor followed. As a contemporary re­
marks ; “ When this movement began, 
about 1830, it had the double charac­
ter of a pietistic revival, which found 
expression in Keble’s hymns, and also 
of an intellectual awakening in theolo­
gy. The tractarians proved to their 
own satisfaction that whoever accept­
ed the Thirty-nine Articles could ac­
cept Romanism. Newman followed 
his logic into Rome ; Pusey remained 
in the Church of England to be the 
head of the High Church party. His 
vigorous brain gave the party a strong 
position, and it held it until Pusey be­
came old and feeble. Of the other 
part of the movement, the pietistic, 
Canon Liddon, whom many consider 
“the greatest of living preachers,” is 
one of the few strong representatives. 
He combines remarkable High- 
Churchism with the evangelical doc­
trine and spirit. But the movement 
is slowing down rapidly now, and the 
next Oxford ‘ departure’ may be ex­
pected in a few years.”

The first annual meeting of the 
Woman’s Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Church of Canada was held 
at Hamilton on Tuesday and Wed­
nesday of last week. Mrs. Dr. Burns, 
President of the Society, presided and 
read an address of welcome, to which 
Mrs. S. F. Huestis, of this city, made a 
happy reply, though unexpectedly call­
ed upon. The branch societies now 
number about twenty, with a member­
ship exceeding 800. Nearly $3000 have 
already been expended in aiding the

GENERAL CONFERENCE.
Continued from first page ) 

ELEVENTH DAY—MORNING SESSION.
Hamilton, Sept. 19.

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
reported the following committees to 
prepare fraternal addresses to the var­
ious Conferences :

Australian Conference—Revs. T. W. 
Smith and Prof. Shaw.

Methodist Episcopal Church of Can­
ada—Revs. H. F. Bland, and C. Joat.

Methodist Epixcofxd Church of the 
United States. —Dr. Withrow and Rev 
W. Galbraith.

Methixlist Episcopal Church, South— 
Revs. Dr. Burns and Dr. Pope.

The following were nominated as a 
committee on Thanksgiving Day ; Mr. 
J. Macdonald, Hon. Sen. Ferrier, 
Hon. J. J. Rogerson, Judge Jones, 
and Mr. W. Strong, Revs. W. Mc- 
Donagh, H. S. Matthews, G. McRit- , 
chie, E. A. Stafford.

Rev. Dr. Withrow read the follow­
ing report of the committee appointed 
to prepare a memorial notice of Rev. 
Dr. Ryeraon:—

IN MBMOBL1M—THE REV. EOERTON 
RYERSON, D.D., LL. D.,

Whereas it has pleased 
God, in his Divine wisdom, to 
from a life of faithful service in the 
.Church on earth to hia everlasting re­
ward in heaven, our reverend and 
honored father in the Gospel, the 
Reverend Egerton Ryeraon, n. d. , ll. d. 
the first President of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Church 
of Canada, this General Conference 
desires to place upon record its. deep 
feeling of gratitude to God for hie gift 
to the Methodist Church and to the 
people of this land for so many years 
of a man so richly endowed with native 
gifts and so 
Christian graces, and its profound 
sense of the great lose the Church and 
country have sustained in his death.

As the devoted Christian mission­
ary and pastor ; as the faithful defen­
der of the rights and liberties of the 
people of this land against ecclesiasti­
cal assumptions and civil disabilities ; 
as the editor for so many yean of the 
Christian Guardian, the official organ 
of our Church, and the firet religious 
paper in Canada ; as the first Presi­
dent of the University of Victoria 
College, the oldest institution of high­
er learning of Canadian Methodism ; 
as the trusted representative of his 
Church in the religious councils of 
Methodism in the Old World and the 
New ; as the Superintendent for over 
thirty yean of the educational system 
of his native Province—a system 
which he almost created, and which 
he developed to a state of efficiency 
unsurpassed by that of any country in 
the world ; as the wise counsellor in 
the union movement which led to the 
organization of the Methodist Chnrch 
of Canada ; and aa its President, the 
administmtor of its highest office dur­
ing the first quadrennium of its history, 
Dr. Ryeraon has an imperishable claim 
upon the love and gratitude, es­
pecially of his own Church, and also 
of tiie entire community. We mag­
nify the grace of God as manifested 
in him ; we revere his memory as that 
of a true patriot and devoted Chris­
tian ; we rejoice in his labors for the 
glory of God and the welfare of man ; 
and we deeply sympathize with bis 
bereaved family and pray that the 
consolations of God may more and 
more abound in their souls to their 
lives end.

Rev. Mr. Duncan presented the fi­
nancial report of the committee ap­
pointed by the three Eastern Confer­
ences to manage the Supernumerary 
Fund, of which the following ia a 
summary :—

The working of the Fond daring 
the past quadrennium has continued 
to be satisfactory in all save one res­
pect. The current income has fully 
sufficed to meet the constitutional

N*
been in previous years. The aggre­
gate amount of annual claims upon 
the Fund haa increased more than 
100 per cent, during the last eight 
years: namely, from $4654 in 1874 
to $9473 in 1382 The total amount 
of income fur 1881 and 1882 
$9790. of which $1556 came from 
circuits ; $2203 from ministers ; $5150 
from interest on investments ; and , 
$700 from the missionary society. I 
The capital stock at the present day 
is $8000. The total receipts of the i 
Fund during the twenty-five years 
ending July 1st, 1882, was $169,248, j 
and the total of disbursements during | 
the same period, was $166,002. Rev. , 
Dr. Pickard and Dr. Inch were elect- : 
ed Treasurers. The Conferences con­
cerned in this Fund are the Nova 
Scotia, Newfoundland, New Bruns­
wick, and P. E. Island Conferences.

The report was adopted.
The Rev. John Cassidy presented 

the amended constitution of the Sup­
ernumerary Fund, as previously pre­
pared and assented to by the Eastern 
Conferences, for endorsement by this 
Conference. It was accordingly con­
firmed.

The Rev. Dr. Hunter read the re­
port of the Committee on Book and 
Publishing Interests. It was then 
taken up and considered seriatim.

The first clause was as follows
Your Committee have examined the 

report of the Eastern and Western 
sections of the Book Committee and 
recommended them to the General 
Conference for adoption.—Adopted.

Clause two reads :—
Your Committee recommend the 

adoption of the Revised Wesleyan 
Catechism for use in all our Sabbath- 
schools and throughout the Church, 
with Scripture proofs selected from 
the Authorized Version.

Several amendments were proposed, 
and a lengthy debate ensued over the 
respective merits of the Revised and 
Authorized Versions. But the clause 
of the report was finally adopted with­
out alteration.

Bishop McTyeire, of the M. E. 
Church, South, being about to leave 
for home, desired to take leave of the 
Conference and was accordingly intro­
duced by the President. The Bishop 
expressed himself as being delighted 
with his visit, and cordially invited 
any of the ministers crossing the bor­
der to do as Abraham did of old, be 
“ still going towards the South.”

The Conference then adjourned.

the professors of the Wesleyan Theolo 
gical College, Montreal, shall be mem­
bers of the Senate.

Dr. Inch, President, read the re­
port of the Mt. Allison Wesleyan Col­
lege and Academy, from which it ap­

uras peered that the number of graduates 
had increased by five. During the 
quadrennial the endowment fund had 
been increased by $50,000. The des­
truction of the male academy by tire 
necessiated the construction of a new 
building which was now approaching 
completion.

The report was adopted as read.
The Committee recommended the 

following as the Board of Governors : 
—Revs. Dr. McMurray, Dr. Pickard, 
Dr. Pope, Dr. Stewart, A. W. Nic- 
olson, J. Lathern, W. H. Heartz, D. J 
D. Currie, and Messrs. Jusish Wood, 
A.M., H. B. Allison, Jairus Hart, A. 
A. Stockton, A.M., ll. b. , Joseph Prit­
chard, J. D. Dickson, J. R. Inch, 
LL.D., D. Allison, LL. D.

After the reading of the report Dr. 
Inch paid a fitting compliment to the 
memory of Rev. Joseph Hart, a late 
governor who died in 1880.

The Treasurer’s report showed that 
the debt in 1878 was $7,600, which 
was increased to $53,511 at the end 
of this financial year. The total en­
dowment fund is $100,000.

The Treasurer’s re; ort was adopted. 
Rev. J. Lathern seconded the adop­

tion qt the r.-por. and gave a synopsis 
of the work of education at Mount 
Allison.

Rev. Dr. Nelles expressed his great 
satisfaction with the admirable report 
read by Dr. Inch. He was sorry he 
could not sing or he would have struck 
up “ Come on my partners in dis- 

A voice, “Try it.” Dr.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

BOOK AND PUBLISHING COMMITTEE.

The committee’s report was taken 
up. “ Memorials from London Con­
ference and Chatham District request­
ing that the Christian Guardian be 
changed to the form and size of the 
New York Christian Advocate." The 
committee recommend that no change 
be made in the present form of the 
paper. —Adopted.

In reference to a recommendation 
from the eastern department of the 
book room in favour of a hymn-tune 
book. They recommend this to the 
favourable consideration of the general 
Conference, and that a small committee 

1 of competent men from Toronto be mniyenaoweuwiwnm.ve sppoi„^ to act in concert with the 
largely adorned with the #Mt8ni committee, in order that the

production be made acceptable to the 
whole church.

The adoption of the clause was 
moved by Rev. Dr. Hunter.

Rev. James Gray said if the publi> 
cation of such a hymn-tune book 
would do away with the flood of little

Cl
would favour it.

Rev. Dr. Williams explained that 
under General Conference direction 
a tune-book had been prepared, and 
the first edition sold out.

Rev. 8. F. Huestis asked that there 
be no prejudice to the proposal, be­
cause it came from the eastern depart­
ment.

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF

Rev. Dr. Williams 
whereas the General

ray w
iblicationa that flooded the circuits,

Japan and French-Canadian Mutions cUiml Qpon k ^ year until the u,t 
and in giving help to the McDougall when a deduction of two per cent had
Orphanage and the Crosby Home for 
Girls. At an early day the Society is 
likely to have representatives of its 
own in the mission field.

Dr. Burns presided at the public 
meeting held in the parlor of the Cen­
tenary Church on Tuesday evening 
Pleasing addresses on missionary

i per i
to be made from the annuity of each 
regular claimant If the income from 
the circuits had continued to yield the 
average per member which it did in 
1873-4 or even during the years pre­
ceding the quadrennium, not only 
would there have been no need of such 
reduction, but there would have been 
a very considerable surplus for addi­
tion to the capital stock, as there had

1878, by special resolution requested 
the Rev. Geo. H. Cornish, of the 
London Conference, to publish as 
soon as practicable hia ‘: Cyclopaedia 
of Methodism in Canada,” and where­
as said request has been complied with, 
thus giving to the Methodist Church 
of Canada a complete record of all its 
past history,and famishing such a sy­
nopsis of its men and work as is pos­
sessed by no other church in the world, 
this Conference hereby expresses its 
appreciation of the value of said 1 Cy­
clopaedia of Methodism in Canada, land 
recommends it to the hearty support 
of the Church generally.”

ELECTION or EDITORS, ETC.

Rev. W. Briggs, aa Book Steward 
for the Western department, waa re­
elected by acclamation.

Rev. Dr. Dewart was re-elected as 
editor of the Christian Guardian.

Rev. Dr. Withrow was re-elected 
editor of the Magasine.

Rev. S. F. Huestis was re-elected 
Eastern Book Steward, and Rev. T. 
W. Smith editor of the Wesleyan, 
both by acclamation.

GENERAL CONFERENCE FUND.

The Treasurer of the General Con­
ference Fund, the Rev. Dr. Rose, read 
the report. The balance in hand was 
$2542, and the expenses of the Gen­
eral Conference would be about $7000. 
It was referred to the Committee on 
the General Conference Fund.

The Conference then adjourned.

tress.
Nelles said if he did so they would be 
more distressed afterwards. He con­
tended that the denominational col­
leges, both in Canada and the United 
States, showed improvement both in 
attendance and resources relatively 
with the secular universities. He 
stated that he thought the east were 
in a better state of finance than the 
western institution, though Mr. John 
Macdonald had promised to give $10,- 
060 towards raising the endowment 
to $100,000.

The report was adopted.
Rev. Dr. Burns, President of the 

Wesleyan Ladies’ College read the re­
port. The Dr. pointed with pride to 
the fact that upward of 1,200 ladies 
had received their education there, 
many of whom were now filling posi­
tions of honor in Canada as well 
as in other lands. The number of 
graduates last year was 167. The in­
stitution owes not a dollar. The re­
port recommended the reappointment 
of Rev. Dr. Burns an principal and 
governor of the institution, and 
Revs. Dr.Nelles, Dr. Rose, Dr. Ryck- 
man and Dr. Sutherland, as clerical 
directors. Adopted.

The report of the Wesleyan Theo­
logical College, Montreal, was read 
by Prof. W. J. Shaw. The report re­
commended the four for the directors 
of the institution.

The report was adopted as read and 
the Conference adjourned.

TWELFTH DAY—MORNING SESSION.

Sept. 20.
Rev. Dr McMurray moved the re­

consideration of the vote appointing 
a committee on the Hymn tune book. 
This motion prevailed.J Rev. Dr. Hunter moved that the 

, Book Committees of the Eastern and 
i Western sec ions at their first joint 

meeting daring this General Confer­
ence shall select a small committee of 
competent men to act in concert with 
the men from the Eaat in the matter 
of the proposed Hymn tune book. 
This was accepted without discussion.

Rev. S Bond moved the resolu­
tions of which he had previously giv­
en notice. They are found in the first 
day’s proceedings. A lengthy and 
exciting debate ensued, during which 
a resolution was moved by Dr. Hun­
ter referring the whole matter to a

iirnmnisu committee, which was carried. It is 
METHODISM^ I foUoir, :_That, inasmuch as no
moved That motion or resolution is before this 
Conference of 1 Conference which is Ukelv to hsrmon-

BVENINO SESSION.
report of the Committee onThe

Education was as follows ;—
The Committee recommended that 

the charter of Victoria University 
be so amended as to provide that the 
heads of affiliated institutions, and

ize the various views represented, re­
solved that a committee be appointed 
with instructions to prepare a resolu­
tion relating to the question at issue 
which shall be printed and circulated 
amongst the members of the Confer­
ence at as early a date as possible.

On motion by the Rev. J. Wake­
field, it is resolved that the President 
appoint the committee, to consist of 
seven members, called for by Rev. 8. 
J. Hunter’s resolution. The Confer­
ence then adjourned.

EVENING SESSION.

The President nominated the fol­
lowing as the Committee on the Rev. 
Mr. Bond’s motion : Revs. Dr. Hun­
ter, J. H. Robinson, J. lathern, E. 
A. Stafford, Messrs. Warring Kenne­
dy, 0. R. Ayr», and Dr. Allison .The 
names were accepted without debate.

The Committee on the Course of 
Study reported minor alterations and 
additions to the course of study for the 
varions years. The main discussion on 
the second year's course wse caused 
by the introduction of Dr. Pope’s the­
ology instead of Watevns’s.

THANKSGIVING DAT.

The Committee on Thanksgiving re­
ported that, inasmuch as it had be­
come the usuage of the Dominion 
Government to appoint a day of 
thanksgiving, be it resolved, that the 
day appointed by the Government be 
accepted.

The Conference then adjourned.
THIRTEENTH DAY—MORNING SESSION.

Sept. 21st.
REPORT OF UNION COMMITTEE.

The Committee appointed by the 
General Conference to consider the

question of a union with the several 
branches of Methodism in this Do 
minion, viz., the Methodist Church 
of Canada the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Canada, the Primitive Me- 
thodist Church, and Bible Christian 
Church, beg to submit the following 
report -—Your Committee, in acc us­
ance with instructions received from 
the General Conference, has met the 
several Committees appointed by the 
other Churches above named, with the 
view to ascertain if such a general 
union is practicable, and what modi­
fication, if any, of the existing econo­
my of the various churches would be 
regarded as essential in any proposed 
basis of union. We found the breth­
ren composing the above named Com­
mittee ready to co-operate cordially in 
the endeavor to reach a common un­
derat ending in reference to terms of 
union, and by a hearty unanimous 
vote the discipline of the Methodist 
Church of Canada was accepted as a 
basis of negotiations. At the same 
time it was felt that no union could 
be lasting or beneficial which could 
not carry with it the general con­
sent of the membership of the church­
es represented, and that to secure this 
some mutual concessions would be 
necessary. In regard to doctrines, 
general rules, usages, and constitution 
of the lower courts, no difference of 
opinion was expressed. In regard to 
the General Conference there were 
two points in which certain concess­
ions were desirable, viz., General Su- 
perintendency and lay representation 
in the annual Conferences. The re­
presentatives of the Methodist Epis­
copal Church express themselves as 
attaching great importance to the 
principles of Supcrintendency, but 
not in the particular form in which it 
has hitherto existed among them. 
They were ot opinion that the church 
which they represented would yield 
the life appointments and separate or­
dination, but would stand firmly by 
the principle of an Itinerant Superin­
tendency in some form, leaving the 
powers and functions of the office an 
open question. The representatives 
of the Primitive Methodist and the 
Bible Christian Churches while not 
advocating superintendency per se, ex­
pressed themselves as willing to ac­
cept the principle in order to pro­
mote a general union, provided that 
the other bodies would concede the 
principles of lay representation in the 
annual Conference in some form. Af­
ter free conversation the following 
resolutions were adjusted by the Unit­
ed Committee : 1st. That the princi­
ple of lay representation in all our 
Church court! be so recognized as to 
admit laymen into one annual Con­
ference to some extent, and in some 
form. 2nd. That paragraph 86. page 
39, of the Discipline referring to the 
election by the General Conference of 
its President be so amended as to pro­
vide for an Itinerant General Super­
intendency in some form. In refer­
ence to the former resolution, it was 
distinctly understood that the lay re­
presentation in the Annual Confer­
ence was not to affect the composition 
of the Stationing Committee or the ex­
amination of ministerial character. 
Your Committee having carefully 
considered the whole subject, in view 
of the desirableness of a united Me­
thodism in Canada, would venture 
earnestly to recommend the General 
Conference to adopt the above reso­
lutions. It further recommends that 
the General Conference direct the ap­
pointment of a mixed Committee con­
sisting of twenty-seven persons, viz., 
Seven by the Toronto Conference, 
seven by the London Confèrence, five 
by the Montreal Conference, three 
by the Nova Scotia Conference, New 
Brunswick Conference, and the New­
foundland Conference to meet the 
Committee of the other bodies in the 
city of Toronto on the last Tuesday in 
November. The church in which the 
meeting shall be held and hour of 
meeting shall be arranged by the To­
ronto Conference. It further recom­
mends that the members of the above 
named Committee be elected by the 
representatives of the several annual 
Conferences here present, and that 
said committee meet for organization 
before the rising of the General Con­
ference. It still further recommends 
that should the Joiut Committee agree 
as to the details of a basis of union, 
the plan of union agreed upon shall 
be submitted to the Quarterly Boards 
for approval or otherwise at the next 
February quarterly meeting.

It is further recommended that the 
superintendents of circuits be required 
to report immediately to the Secre­
tary of the General Conference the 
vote of the quarterly-meetings, and 
should it be found that two-thirds of 
the quarterly-meetings voting thereon 
have declared in favor of the plan of 
union proposed by the Joint Commit­
tee, the President of the General Con­
ference shall convene the General 
Conference in order to give effect to 
the proposed union ; said meeting 
of the General Conference to be held 
subsequently to the meeting of the 
Annual Conference. It ia further re­
commended that when the General 
Conference adjourn it adjourn to 
meet at the call of the chair. All of 
which is respectfully submitted. W. 
Williams, Chairman, W. C. Brown, 
Secretary.”

The report was received and order­
ed to be printed, and its consideration 
was made the first order of the day 
for to-morrow.

BAB BATH-SCHOOL INTERESTS.

Rev. Dr. Withrow read the report 
of the Committee on Sabbath-school 
work. With the memorial asking for 
the appointment of a general agent to 
travel and take charge of the Sabbath- 
schools, organize new schools, edit the 
Sunday-school publications, etc., they 
could not concur.
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