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| favourite, and in the thirty years which have

*Tis written, GoD Is LOVE- !

With microscopic eye {
I view the tiny fly, ‘
His wings of finest gauze,
Legs with pneumatic laws,
His eye with brilliants bright,

. [Concluded.]
External observers have sometimes speculated
on what .they have been pleased to call the
¢ Freemasonry of Methodism ;’ and the body
may think itself happy in baving in this book a
bond of union at once so just and so strong, and
a means of recognition so ready and so effective.
Trained to draw their best thoughts from one
source, and, as it were, to run their holiest affec-

understand and appreciate one another every-
where. ! :

To Some extent, also, they supply a bond of
another as they approach Him who is the Way,

the Truth, and the Life. And there is so much of 217

in the Wesley poetry that appeals to the heart
of every Christian, that few collections of Hymns
have appeared sinee the brothers began to pub-
lish which have not been indebted to them. A
fuller illustration of this point may not be with-
out its use.

Among the persons who had reprinted his
hymns during his life, Wesley, in the preface
quoted above, names two, Madan and Berridge.
The former published a collection for the use of
his fashionable congregation at * the Lock,’ con-
taining in all 195 hymns, of which ninety-five,
or almost half, were Wesley’s. The work of the
latter was designed chiefly for the use of the

admits, are both the gretest and best part of
the book. In the very curious and instructive
preface, he avows himself an Arminian, resolved
to hold his own opinions in meekness and cha-
rity; and exhorts his people to do the same:
When, in after years, he fell into the very snare
against which he cautions his people, and made
‘ an endless clatter about election and reproba-
tion, speaking the same thing an hundred times
over,’ this Hymn-Book became very obnexious
to him, and he is said to have burned every
:sopy he could procure. Mr. Whitefield was
umore sparing in the use of his old friend’s poe-
try, fifty-four hymns out of 290, less than a fifth,
being taken from this source. But Thomas
Maxfield did not scruple to take about a third,
141 out of 432, from his former instructor and
guide; and Dr. Bayley, of Manchester, went
further still, reprinting 354 of Wesley's Hymns
in a book containing 505 altogether. Mr. David
Simpson, of Macclesfield, was more sparing.
His book has some remarkable peculiarities,
among which are several so-called hymns in
blank verse, extracted from Yourg, Milton, Ad-
dison, and even from Shakespeare; but little
more than a fifth of the whole are from the
Wesleys, or '103 out of 491. The anonymous
collection said to have been used by Mr. Fletcher
at Madeley, is more than half Wesleyan. Thus,
putting these seven collections together as being
the work of contemporary clergymen, who were,
or had been, friends of the two brothers, we find
a total of 2,600 hymns, of which 1,156 are
Wesleyan,—an enormous proportion, certainly ;
in view of which it was at least very polite in
Wesley to say that the gentlemen who had done
them the honour to reprint their hymns were
perfectly welcome to do so, provided they did
not mutilate them also.

The case of Toplady differs from that of the
above-named ministers. He was never 8 per-
sonal friend of the, Wesleys, or in connexion
with them; and his‘hatred of their Arminian-
ism was intense and enduring, leading him into
virulent personalities which were o disgrace to
his profession. Yet he was a nimcmn’
and a poet of no mean order; and showed his |
of so many of Wesley's bymns in his collection, |
as to make more than a third of the whole num.- |
ber, i.c., 164 out of 456. He studied Charles
Wesley to so good purpose that it is not always
easy to distinguish their respective productions.
Not only have the editors of collections of
Symns been misled, but even the editor of Top-

¥s Works inserts among his thirty-two hymns
o0 latced Subjects and Particular Occasions,
The o han cight of Wesley's compositions.—
, "“'-“-'sy of trie believers, notwith-
Hareoig Hm:-"lyinmhmnhb

WMMc,.-- o N ey

with the language of an equally resolute Ar-
minian on their lips; and, on the other band, it

is cled¥ that'of the 218 hymns which *the Sup-fence (North) of 1848, judged that the book

plement’ contains, not ofie which was there
'brought before Methodist congregations for the
'first time has been more eargerly appropriated,
| or more generally used, than ‘Rock of Ages,
| cleft for me." It became forthwith a first-rate

elapsed since its publication, has been, to untold
numbers of Methodists, what the author enti-
tled it, ‘ A prayer, living and dyidg.’ .

The collections compiled by modern Episco-
palians do not generally contain so many Wes-
leyan hymns as those already noticed. That of
the late Dr. Maltby has 17 out of 170; Mr.
Simeon’s, 35 out of 451; Mr. Bickersteth’s, 80
out of 775; Mr. W.J. Hall's, 33 out of 303;
Mr. Jéremiah Smith’s, 45 out of 413; Mr. C.
Kemble’s 45 out of 545; end Mr. E. H. Bick-
steth’s 56 out of 531. The difference may be
accounted for, in part, by the compilers having
%0 many more excellent hymns to select from
than could be found a century since. Still it
appears that, of the whole number, one in ten
are of Wesleyan origin.

The volume of Mr. Mercer has been reserved
for a separate notice, as the most remarkable
sttempt of which we are cognisant to aid and
elevate congregational psalmody in the Church
of England. In addition to an ample supply of
chants, both for the daily service and for the
daily psalms, it contains 506 hymns for which
tunes are provided. Every tune stands at the
head of a page, the hymns for which it is adapted
being printed beiow. Being published in vari-
ous siges, and at a low price,fit is generally acces-
sible, and has been adopted in many churches ;
while the organist of St. Paul’s Cathedral hav-
ing assisted in preparing the volume, it has been

the German.

hymns from Wesleyan sources out of a total

The Tractarian party used to complain heavi-
ly of unsuthorized selections of hymns from dis-
senting sources. But they have changed their |

their original state as they came from the poeti-
cal pen of the Wesleys." The General Confer-

might be much improved by judiciously multi-
plying the number of hymns, and by careful re-
vision ; and appointed a committee to prepare a
standard edition. The prefice to this book,
signed by the bishops, is dated May, 1849 ; and
expresses an opinion that ‘from the number,
variety, and adaptation of its hymns, it will not
require another revision for generations to come.
The total number is large, indeed,—1148, and
considerably more than one half of these are
taken from the Wesleys, though often much dis-
ised by slterati The Py e
the hymns, so as to make a common metre into

ductions to their respective authors, Gerhardt,
Lange, and the rest. But this is a mere refine-
ment; the substantial credit of the hymn is
due to John Wesley, whose taste in selecting,
and skill in translating, have made it our own.
We know of but one German hymn which he
adopted from an earlier translation, and that is
now but rarely reprinted, or used. While the
translations of other authors, before the days of
Miss Cox and Miss Winkworth, would scarcely
bear a second reading, the Wesleyan tranala-
tions increase in popularity as they become
known. We have also included among Wes-
leyan hymns, ¢ Lo! He comes with clouds des-
cending,’ having been long satisfied that the re-
port which ascribed it to Thomas Olivers was an

short, and an eight lines sevens and sixes into a | €or. A controversy has lately sprung up on

common metre, appears to us highly objection-
able, and inconsistent with what is due to the

author, especially when that author was such a
master of versification as was either of the Wes-
leys. One of their tenderest dnd sweetest hymns,
‘Come ye weary sinners, come,” (No. 29 in the

this question ; but it will soon receive its quietus
from the hands of that indefatigable hymnologist,
Mr. Sedgwick, who is about to republish Olivers’
Hymn on the Last Judgment, as published by
himself in the first and second editions. :

Itis acause of just regret, that the public

Auxzricax Correcrion, Hymn 358, v. 2, 4.
‘ Redeemer, full of love,
We would Thy word obey,
And all Thy faithfal mercies prove :

On Thee would cast our care:
Now to thine arms of
And find salvation
¢ . We have noted other instances of the same |} but to give such & public expression to
introduced at those special services on Sunday .. o o o k onger,
evenings which are among the most remarkable w‘lﬂ spare ‘ousdives d: of syrgml their gratitude and ‘veneration for these illus-
signs of the times. Cuﬂcuﬂymm?.h‘,dmmthﬁ considering
third of the hymns are taken from .the publica- | them. How far it is fair to C. Wesley to mark | Wealey poetry.
Md:m'ﬂ—&d::-bw the altered hymn as his, is the first question to :
ment, terations, most any | be determined ; which form is best adapted to hitharto blished poetical remains
preceding compiler has attempted. Many others | general edification, is a second, and not less im- ZL:: w..n.y.n’m?u.. - ,_,N,m:,‘
..Mm.tom“ol'h_vlu,ll portant, one. We will only say, if this is the| ;.o Mo meoet; I uit ok wese fully revised
the shape of mew or revived translations from effect of * careful revision,” we trust 10 be 10ng | by himeelf, and are. therefore ready for imme-
- preserved from such s process. Ofthobookmwh'-“ﬁm
The nearest approach to an authorized hymnal used in the Methodist Episcopal Church South, | pevo poor oo o 1he :
hthMMnml&d}'bnhnmhfamﬁm;bulnmtbnthe“h-:u“hcr_.w“m
see, is the Paslme and Hymns published by the | African Methodist Episcopal Church published, | 0 "0 %0 " Lot SRt :"_""h':
Chyistian Knowledge Society,—a cheap and sen- | in 1845, a ¢ Collection of Hymns, designéd to foundiltho};onun’udindiv'ﬂmhinvm
dbheolhctiond’lshymmddaoh‘i-,dmpuude-n“bnhi&uw-ndcmo{inPh‘_ and form no part of the :
which 19 are traceable to the Wesleys. The |that Church,’ of which more than two-thirds are ol it G Ak mwliehnllndnnlin
Church Pualter and Hymnal of Messrs. Rout-| Wesley's, (354 out of 507,) and they are Ld.“’*““hw“mwmbm
ledge is s very similar book, but marked by a generally given with but little alteration. Those Se Biaas o 25 Uected
somewhat warmer feeling. It also contains 19 | against which a decided objection would lie, are nd] bliak Iunllulhouvhﬂ!lunhn

few i ber, and several of them
hwnhonn::udud sung in ch:.;anu-y.— for yoars out of print.:. he mbgle.would form »

With camp-meetings we have little practical " .
scquaintance ; but it has -always appeared | 0o, either for sise or quality. Surely, the
strange, that hymns intenced to be used at

tactics, and, for the little popular singing which
their systém allows, have provided materials to
their own taste. Some of these are excellent
after their kind ; others are strongly tinged with
the superstitions of Rome. One collection which
we have examined contsins two of Wesley's
hymns, a second none, a third three, and, in ad-
dition to them, one by Logan, ¢ Where high the
heavenly temple stands,” and * Rock of ages, cleft
for me.’

2 The mention of reminds us to look for
societios fesmedl is Bverten and the weighbens-|, mulgeg“b“r. where it is well
M'M“ by . f g 4 “..‘" known that every thing Wesleyan travels ata
nwhuly.nndwdmdtbeﬂwm&do'w- Appended to an ordi Pealm-
earlier days. Out of 340 hymng, no less than |\, p rined at Edinburgh in 1841, we find a
230 are taken from the Wesleys, and these, he | o . of Hymns adapted to Public Wor-
ship, intended as a Supplement to the Psalmody
of the Church,’ an interesting and useful, though
unauthorized, publication ; containing 222 hymns,
of which 22 are Wesley's. Dr. Wardlaw's selec-
tion exhibits a much smaller proportion, only 26

should admit any into their collection surprises
us more, than that those admitted should form
but a thirtieth of the whole, or that they should
be subjected to considerable alteration. Charles

laid,’ &e., in what follows :—

“On him the guilt of sin was laid,
The Lamb of God was slain,

His soul was once an offering made
For every elect man’

standards ;’ but these would not require that the
poetic exclamation, ‘ The name that charms our
fears " ‘should be watered down te, ‘ Thy name
removes our fears,” nor that the last verse should
be deprived of the forcible personal allusion it
contains, and converted into a bare doctrinal
assertion, thus :—

¢« All who believe in Him may know
And feel their sins forgiven ;
Anticipate their bliss below,
And be assured of beaven.’

But to discuss alterations is not our present
purpose. It would require a voume; for few
editors have abstained from them, and fewer
still have really improved what they have alter-
ed. We have heard that William Dawson, when
once giving out the hymn at Birmingham, paused
before he came to verse 8, and introduced it by
speaking of the door once opened in heaven,
and of the trumpet voice which cried four'times,
¢Coine and see,” and invited his hearers, also,
to ‘ come and see’ a greater sight,—the greatest
of all sights. *See,’ he exclamed with thrilling
energy, ‘ all your sins on Jesus laid” We can-
not recall his exact words; but John Angell
James, who was present, and was no mean
authority, spoke of that exl:orution as one of
the finest pieces of oratory he ever heard.

Glancing across the Atlantic, we find the Gen-

being found in 403. That the Synod of Relief|, yyyyyy the News ” and o hundred other ditties
palmed off upon the world for revival hymns, on
both sides of the Atlantic, would then be left
to the Africans, and soon die out, even among
: . |them. Some improvement in this respect the
Wesley, however, would scarcely recognize his | .00 g of education has undoubtedly effected,
spirited exhortation, “ See all your sins on Jesus |\ yjor, is yet more room for more.

former subject, we observe among the English
Dissenters very great variety as to the use of

For this alteration of the last line there is the | rated 260 of them into his collection of 979,
excuse that it is thereby made ‘conform to the | while Mr. Jay inserted but 44 in 531; Lady

¢ camp-meetings and revivals, should be so

English book,) consisting of four verses short | cannot obtain the poetical works of the Wesleys.

metre. How far it is improved by the changes [ John’s prose writings have been collected, and

it has undergone a single verse may show : —
Exotsn Coriwcriox, Hyma 29, v. 3.

an admirable edition of them is kept constantly
on sale, in two sizes. But the poetry of the
brothers is only to be had second-hand, and by
a long and costly process of collecting fugitive
and .detached publications. Many of these
possess an intrinsic value far beyond what the
occasion which called them forth would lead us
to expect, and are adapted to the purpose of
gmnlln_dpumnmm;vﬁhom
if known and accessible, would be highly valued
by all who wish well to Evangelical Arminianism.
Several projects for reprinting the whole have
been from time to time discussed, but nothing
| has yet been done. The Methodists owe it to
themselves not to allow the question to sleep any

pain of transcrib- | trious men as would be implied in the publiea-

»| tion of ‘& complete and uniform edition of the

Such an edition should include, or be followed

Many specimens of them

collection such as the world has never yet
generation will not pass away until this

present
good work has been, at least, begun.

greatly inferior to those which the same people
use at other times. It were needless to prove
that there is no necessary conmexion between
Revivals and bad grammar or bad taste; but
many good men seem disposed to act as if there
was, and thus bring discredit on a good work.

tions are said to cherish, or at least sometimes
to exhibit, may doubtless be promoted by singing

hymns adapted to street songs and Nigger mel- | with great cheering
odies ; by frequent repetitions of the same words | honour—I wish 1 could feel it my
and strains ; by boisterous acclamations and ex- | suppose itis—I wish I could feel it my privilege—
travagant gestures; but whether that excitement | to rise at your bidding, and sapport the adoption
is worth promoting, does not so clearly appear. | of this Report. You, Sir, coming from the
John Wesley, in an admirable preface to the | country as T do, will be able to sympathise with
Hymns for Children, published a little before his | me. I am not referring to your own speech-
death, commended his brother Charles for writ- | making at all, but to your knowledge of country
ing for children in such a way as not to let him- | Ministers—you will be able to sfmpathise with
self down to them, but to lit them up to him ; | me in addressing a congregation like this. Our
and it would be well if the principles were more | good friends before me are sufficiently formida-
frequently acted upon in regard to adults.— | ble for a man coming from the country, and to-

.

>(Fr;urlth Watchman.)

Speech of Rev. Gervase Smith

The kind of excitement which African congrega- | 47 the Anniversary of the Wesleyan Missionary

Society in London, April 29th.
The Rev. Gervase Smith, who was received
said :—My dear Sir, it ismy
privilege—I

tally unacquainted with a metropolitan audience ;
but when Ilook around me, my difficulty is in-
creased. If I could but sweep away three-fourths
of the platform altogether—I mean fromy my
memory—I don't want to be guilty of wholesale
murder —but if I could forget them altogether,
my difficulty would not be so great. But I re-

Returning to our own land, and resuming the | joice jn saying a word under your presidency,

Wesleyan hymns. The late Dr. Collyer incorpo-

Huntingdon's Collection has 58 out of 311; the
Congregational Hymn-Book, edited by Mr.
Josiah Conder, 62 out of 620; while the New
Book, prepared by a committee of the Congre-
gational Union, has but 82 out of 1000. In the
Collection of Dr. Rippon, the Wesleys supply
27 out of 588; and in the New Selection, the
same number out of 684. These figures, at
least, serve to show thatno Hymn-Book is com-
plete without some of the Wesley poetry finds
place in it. Few, indeed, are the books from
which it is ‘Whelly excluded. It has been said
that it coald never be adapted to Unitarian wor-
ship ; but Mr. Martineau is either more ingeni-
ous, or more spiritual, than his predecessors ;
for we observe that 52 of them have been trans-
planted from his Collection ; and, by a few skil-
ful changes, the invocations which were address-
ed to our Divine Redeemer, are turned aside, or
generalized, so as to accord with the peculiar
opinions he teaches. And even the victims of
the Mormon imposture have diversified their
enthusiastic ravings with large extracts from

and I felt for a moment, when you took the chair,
that if I had to speak, one half of the difficulty
would be taken away. I wish to say & word or
two—1I shall only say a word or wwo, if I can
help—on behalf of the Report which was read
this morning, and on behalf of all similar docu-
ments which are presented to our friends.
know that in the country we feel and frequently
express our feelings on this point, considering
that Missionary Reports and Missionary litera-
ture do not receive all the attention which they
deserve, and the fact becomes unusually alarm-
ing when we see what is really the popular read-
ing of our times. Call to mind the waggon
loads of rubbish and absolute vulgarity which
are periodically taken from the gateways of cer-
tain printing offices in London, to be scattered
over the mind and beart and conscience of the
kingdom, and you will see one cause of the dis-
regard of Missionary Notices and Reports. I
cannot think that the reason why these Roports
do not receive more attention is to be found in
themselves. There seems to be in these Reports
everything that even the most phlegmatic could
desire, as well as the most romantic and enthu-
siastic—the man of science and the man of busi-
ness—the young man with warm affections and
burning hopes—the old man with hoary hair and

some of the best productions of John and Charles | long experience. Do our friends ask for some-
Wesley. The most devoted of their admirers may | thing startling ?—for that seems to be the re-
be satisfied with the position they have attained ; | quirement in our days. I maintain that the
and as he contrasts the solitary volume sold at|copy of the “ Missionary Notices” which told
the house of a * brazier in Little Britain,’ with
the hundreds of Hymn-Books in which the sen-

you that within a few months 26,000 Fijians
abandoned their heathenism and embraced the

eral Convention of the Episcopal Church author- timents and spirit, and often the very ldChi.ﬂananioa,vuomdthe“ﬂnﬁ&g

izing a book of Psalms and Hymm"f"w‘lhltvolnmemn"owf " il ool
mh:unm :-:tmn}:mmme“‘hm'dmhhm
Dod&idpmﬂﬂmh’lyﬁ.#_

as 1789; and, twenty years after, adding other
bymns so as to make the total number 57.—
Watts and
to this collection than the Wesleys, who furnish
but three. A second revision in 1826 raises the
total number to 212, and the pumber of Wes-

the bishops stated that *the principa! improve-
been aitered, as was belioved, for the wosse, to

-“" &‘w‘.ﬁh-.d'n.u

*8ece how great a flame aspires,
b rapd-ml here able pens now wielding their in.
is right to explain, before leaving this topic, | there are many 8
leyan Hymos t0 14. The General Conference of m‘::ﬁm O ios. o to o axtent o, Suence ia its support. Perbapa it might b re-
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 1824, direct- | Jy 0 10 Wesley poetry is used, we have in- garded as savouring a little of sectarianism if 1
ed the publication of a new edition of the Me- | 4 2.3 1} 00 three or four hymns of Samuel Wes- were to say that some of the writers on Missions
m'mjohdmhvdmmjwmmwy. One
translations from the Ger.| cafl hardly conceive that when two or three vo-
phdﬂyh-we*fludhhm—,“"m“h”mm.hmmwum-ryval,ﬂn
e o the ey of English congregations. 1| Wesleysn Missionary Society should ooly just

thodist Hymn-Book, which, when published, father
was corvectly described in .the title, as taken :,I;hhtl;:h

ments consisted in restoring those which had |,

records since the day of Pentecost. In addition
to the petiodical literature of the Mission press

language have been contributed to this divine
topic. The early battle of Missionary enterprise
was fought' by a host of illustrious ‘men, and

recognised amongst these large Societies. I
kaow the reason. h-qhhh‘u&

i

But there is the fact. It hasindeed been a kind
of popular diversion for a certain class of writers,
and & certain class of orators who go about the
country, to point us out and speak of us as a
sort of rude and half civilized people, just emerg-
ing from the dark chaos of ignorance into the
light of day; and, as compared with the intel-
lectual churches around us, occupying some such
position as that which we should assign to New
Zealand or Kaffirland in the world of civilisa-
tion. And as with regard to those countries, we
are charitably disposed to make allowance for
their blunders, b of their recent barbarism
and imperfect education, so these friends of ours,
with a semi-sympathetic and sarcastic tone, tell
the world, in apology for our ignorance, that we
are recent people, gathered up from the lowest
stratum of society, having had few advantages ;
that our work is rather in the lane and in the
cottage than amongst folios and type. Now, I
accept some of this in the way of explanation,
but not one word do I accept by way of apology.
We do not desire, neither do we need, apology.
I do not like either individuals or churches to be
living on sufferance. The society or collection
of churches, which, within little more than half
a century, could give to the world five complete
commentaries on the Holy Scriptures—one as
critical, a second as evangelical, a third as prac-
tical, a fourth as devotional, as any in the
English languege; and, in addition to this,
has bequenthed a precious and priceless frag-
ment of exposition as a rich iegacy to poste-
terity—this Society need not bow down in the
face of anybody. Looking towards heaven,
I know where our place is. Looking upwards,
our place is in the dust ; but looking around us,
I think there is no cause to be ashamed. Is
it mot a fact, that some of our most valuable vo-
lumes on theology and on other topics are recog-
nised as text-books in our Univegsities—that
others are to be found in the standerd libraries of
the country—that our great founder’s literary
and evangelical labours, are a perfect marvel ?
As long as the English language lives, the ser-
mons of Benson, Clarke and Watson will live
also. Whose pen did more to strike off and
and break off for ever the manacles of the slave
than theirs? And where is the current litera-
ture of a higher order? Some of our fathers
are living in the mellowness of an advanced age,
but on departing they will leave behind them
the fruits of ripe scholarship and godly piety;
others, in the robustness of their vigour, are re-
cognized by the outer world as the champions of
authorship ; whilst others, younger still, by their
early buddings, are giving promise of rich beauty
and fragrance in the future. But forgive, if you
please, this little digression. Forgetting for a
moment any claims that the Methodist Mission-
ary Society may have on the courtesy and at-
tention of Christian writers, 1 do hail its united
contributions as an uninepired appendix to the
Acts of the Apostles. The thought has recently
been suggested to my mind, and it is well worthy
should be regarded as the supplement of that in-
that book and all the other books of the Bible.
There is no book in the Bible that has not upon
it the stamp of completeness. The Law is a fin-
ished book. The Gospel of Christ is a complete
record. Prophecy is sealed. But mark the
closing sentence of St. Paul's narrative: “ And
Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired
house, and received all that came in unto him,
preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching
those thingsgwhich concera the Lord Jesus Christ,
with all confidence, no man forbidding him.”
Whenever had a volume such a finish before ?
There is no consummation. There is not even
an “amen” to it. It is evidently an unfinished
book—the most unfinished document to be found
in the Bible. There is evidently the breaking
off of a divine tale, which some other parties are
to carry on and complete.—a thread woven in
the sacred records, which others are to take up
and weave into the fabric. Of cuurse we must
acknowledge that the * Acts of the Aposties”
ia inspired, and that modern missionary literature
is not ; but there are points of comparison be-
tween the two which are highly profitable. I
rejoice to think that our people— Ministers, mem-
bers, and congregations—are thoroughly sound
in doctrine. There is nd Methodist preacher
who has the heart, if he had the opportunity to
publish such a work as * Essays and Reviews.”
Sir, is it come to this, that men holding office in

1! the Christian church—ordained, solemaly ordain-

ed to the work and office of a Christian Minister
—men who are eating the bread of the Christian
Church, are to publish declarations, calling in
question the inspiration of Scripture, putting
Plato on a level with Moses and St. Paul—call-
ing in question the miracles of the New Testa-
ment, and describing the resurrection of our
Lord as a mere myth? If a Wesleyan Minister
were to get up on a Sunday morning, and preach
a sermon like that, he would not be there on the
following Sunday. Well Sir, keeping in view
the grand distinction on the question of inspira-
tion between the Acts of the Apostles and mod-
ern literature, there are points of comparison of
great interest, and I hope the mention of them
will be regarded by our young friends with pro-
fit. I can only indicate the points of compari-
son. I will take, first of all, the grounds of
their respective call to Missionary work. When
our blessed Saviour left this world He command-
ed his disciples to go forth #nd preach the Gos-
pel to every creature. * They were all to wait for
a time in Jerusalem; for a little time, but for
a particular purpose-cuntil they were endued
with power from on high. Those ten dsys were
spent in prayer, and when the day of Pentecost
was come, and they were fitted for their work,
the Holy Spirit came down upon them. This
is the first ground of our call to Missionary en-
terprise. We must have the Holy Spirit. We

do not need the miracles of the Pentecost. They

are past and gone. But we must always bave
the Pentecost itself. The absence of the Spirit
is death. The presence of the Holy Ghost in our

churches is life. “It is a happy truth,” says an

eloguent writer, “ that God has never withdrawn

the banner of the spirit from the christian camp.

Some churches have indeed, deserted it, re-

pouncing itlmr‘ndr'juﬁn‘iumy; while

others have straggled from the line of march,

and, seeking easier quarters, have shrunk from

the heat of the onslaught for the deliverance of
the world. With others, it is preserved furled

| the triumphal standard of what it now is; noris
it yet in its right place, an elevated flag,
streaming gallantly at the head of an advanecing

till it be lodged on the turrets of the foe,
wave over a converted world” Ido not know
weather a man from the country is permitted to
give anecdotes on these occasions. The ears of
our friends in London are so tickle and exact
that I am really doubtful. But a little while ago,
8ir, at a town near your residence in Lancashire,
there were four patries who got into the same
compartment of a railway carriage. The first
was a Roman Catholic. The second was & Pro-
testant Minister. * The third was a plainly garb-
ed farmer. The fourth was an avowed Atheist.
The train was scarcely in motion when the Atheist
turned to a gentleman in the corner and wanted
to know what was a sufficient proof of the truth
of religion. The priest began to crass his fore-
head and count his beads, and went through the
Councils and decisions of the Popes. The Athe-
ist, who had gone over these arguments before,
angwered each, as he considered, perfectly.—
Then the Atbeist put the question to the Protes-
tant; and be, with a kind of formality that be-
longs to so many on matters of that sort, began
talking ‘of external evidence, and internal evi-

in his way. He did not appear to intend to have
a word with the Farmer, but the Protestant Min-
ister knew him, and requested the Atheist to put
the question to him. The Atheist did so, and said,
“ Well, my good friend, do you know anything
of this ? what is sufficient proof of the truth of
Christianity ?” The Farmer, in a voice which
startled the man, said—*I feels it.” The Athe-
ist had the good manners and honesty to sy, “ I
cannot answer that.” I trust, Sir, that notwith-
standing the smile raised by the anecdote, there
is a point in it. I trust, also, that our friends
will feel that our dependence is more thin ever
on the Holy Spirit’s agency for present salvation

that is as to the agents who are respectively em-
ployed. I do rejoice to believe that these mod-
ern Missionaries—many of them, thank God,
are with us to-day—are in the Apostolical suc-
cession. No matter what may be the peculisri-
ties of the organization which sends them, or
the peculiarity of the creed, if they are called by
the Lord Jesus Christ, and have in tham the
Master'’s Spirit, I bail them as successors of
those men unto’ whom there appeared “cloven
tongues as of fire, and it sat upon each of them,
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance.” The history of all
Missionary Churches presents to us the life and
labours of apostolic men. The union of prayer
and liberality has always commanded labourers
for the Missionary field: Was there none of St.
Paul's spirit in the Northampton mechanic, who
never rested himself, nor permitted the Baptist
Churches of this country to rest, till he became
the Carey of Serampore? Was not Judson in
Apostolic succession when his soul buraed to
found a church in Burmah, and yielded up his
life for the salvation of the people? What say
we of the claims of that Scottish shepherd boy,
who, in the wilds of his own ceuntry, while tend-
ing his flock, was converted to God, and who, in
future history, will be known as Dr. Milue, Mor-
rison’s glorious coadjutor in Chinese translations
and Chinese evangelization. 1 rejoice to think
that, in connection with our Society, there is no
dearth of apostolic men. Was Dr. Coke an
apostolic man, or was he not, who crossed the
Atlantic. nearly twenty times, and whose body
was committed to mid-ocean, as be sought to
unfold the banner of the Gospel on the plains
of India? Had Bamuel Leigh the claim to be
considered apostolical, who devoted his life to
the salvation of the people of New South Wales,
finding there the most debased specimens of
humanity, often in danger and long without suc-
cess; gathering the children to the sea-shore,
and tracing upon the sand the rude letters of
their new-formed alphabet; cutting his way
through six miles of forest, that he might preach
the Gospel to a tribe beyond ; and who, after a
very long seed time, saw the first springing and
the harvest bending, and came home at last to
tell his friends in England of his toils and tri-
umphs ?  Was not John Hunt in the apostolic
succession, who, before his conversion to God,
was a thoughtless, slovenly, Lincolnshire farm
servant, but who, when his soul became emanci-
pated from sin, gave himeelf up to the Mission-
ary work in Fiji, and who, so powerful were his
trials, fell in the summer of his years into a
martyr’s grave ; but who, true to the last in his
Missionary calling, breathed his soul away in a
prayer for Fiji salvation? I rejoice to think
there are many, such as Clough, and Roberts,
and Arnold, who are now glorified in heaven,
and that there are many now living who are do-
ing the apostolic work. I believe there are no
two persons in the world who have larger claims
on Christian sympathy than the Missionary and
his wife :—

“ We ‘Mforthuhnd.,'lnn.bowﬁful

Is slow stealing o’er hill top and vale ;
Where broad is field and the harvest is white,

But the reapers are haggard and pale.
. e D e e T
ut not, rave lit
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Of that distant and grave-dotted strand.
There the rose never hlooms in fair g
prdhey woman’s wan

But there’s beautiful in her eye,
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meek,
None can doubt it came down from the sky.
There the y man is bowed in his youth’s
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But he cheeril; ‘at his toil,
For he thinks of his ves and the garnering

time,
Of the glorious Lord of the soil.
Dotheycome® Do they come? O we'refecble
and wan,

And are
But the harvest

dawn,
Fér labourers, for labourers we pray.”

bost, who will know no fatigue, or give any peace, |
and | ploy for carrying on their operations. There

ters are ignorant of our existence; mitwh’np(unaﬂ)ucnﬂﬂrﬁe,th‘mlﬂ know I am only & man from the country, and I
they think we are loud enough in our own praise. | boasted memorial of what Christianity was, not | cannot expect to claim the attentioh of a great

meeting like thic ; but [ will pass it over just to
indicate another Juint of comparison between
the Acts of the Apostles and modern Missions—
I refer to the means which they respectively em-

is a glorious uniformity in the Acts of the
Apostles. It does not mibter whether it be
St. Peter or St. Paul who is going to speak, you
know at once what the utterance will be. I do
not understand music ; but I should judge that
a monotone is not always musical, and that in
music variety is necessary to harmony. But it
isnot so here. For whether Peter is justify-
ing the Jewish Pentedost in Jerusalem, or the
Gentile Pentecost in Cwsarea, he attributes
them to the same cause, and on both occasions
preaches the Lord Jesus Christ. I know that
the mysteries of rational love and the subtilties
of Greek phylosophy were tempting to & mind
like Paul's ; but, no, he had sublimer work to
do: “ The Jewa require a sign, and the Greeks
seek after wisdom ; but we preach Christ cruci-
fied ; anto the Jews a stumbling-block gad unto
the Greeks foolishness, but unto them which are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God and the wisdom of God.” This is bles-
sedly true of modern evangelical Missions. They
have but one theme, I know there are men in
the world—and I should not be surprised if the
men who wrote “ Essays and Reviews” were
among them—who would pronounce this egre-
gious folly. What! carry to that Brahmin, with
his acute intellect and high cultivated ..ind, the
same message that you would carry to the poor
negro with his woolly pate, low forehead, and
flattened nose? Aye, the very same! Whaty
carry to the stalwart and finely-formed South
Séa islander the same message that you carry
ta the shrivelled Greenlander or the Liliputian
Astec? Yes, the very same ! What! carry to
those exquisitely-civilised Europeans whom we
see around us the same message that you earry
to the foul-hearted and filthy cannibal of Fiji P
Aye, the very same ! for the Gospel message
suits them all. No matter what is the state
of a man—no matter what the shape of the bead,
the colour of the skin, or the contour of the face,
or the variety of local circumstances, the mes-
sage that we have suits them all—singing in
liberty, or groaning in slavery; wandering as
the Arab, individaalised as the Jew, effeminate
as the Asiatic, prejudiced as the Chinaman, su-
perstitious as the Foulash or the Mandingo,
ignorant a8 the Hottentot, flesh-loving as the
Fijians, warlike as thd Friendly Islanders, cruel
as the Turk, revengeful 'as'the Spaniard, down-
trodden as the Italian, pledstire-seeking as the
Frenchman, or gold-thivsty a§ the English—it
suits them all. What way' it that Brainerd
preached to the poor’ Indian &' The Gospel.
What did Moffatt preach to'thé Bechuanas P
The Gospel.. What did ‘the miartyr of Ero-
manga preach to the Bouth Sea Islanders ? The
Gospel. What did Dr. Coke preach to the Ne-
gro? . The Gospel. What did the Moraviang
preach to the Greenlanders? The Gospel.—
What is Dr. Duff now preaching to the literat!
of Caleutta? The Gospél. What is Jenkine
teaching in Madras ? The Gospel. Now what
does Wilson preach in Fiji? ‘Thomias in Tonga P
—and Piercy in Canton ¥ ’'Still the Gospel." Oh !
8ir, I rejoice to think that thé prophecy is now
approaching its fulfilment : ““There is no speech
nor language where their voice is not heard,
Their line is gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the ends of the' world.” And
well nigh girdling the globe with the music of
their message, their thousand voices blend in
harmony, and their one utterance is, “ I am not
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth.” But I'must not detain the
much longer. (Cries of *“ Go on.”) Well, after
all, you know 1 am only a man from the coun-
try, and 1 may never be here aguin, and may
never have- the opportunity of speaking to you
again. But 1 pass over the next point, and
come to another. So just let us look for a mo-
ment at the obstacles. Referring to the com
parison between the Acts of the Aposties and
modern Missions, look at the obstacles which
they respectively have to surmount. As oné
reads the Acts of the Apostles, one thinks of the
“fearful fight of afflictions, through which they
passed, in carrying out this message ; but I can
never forget that the modern Missionary has en-
tered into the Apostle’s times, and into his
dangers. “ None of these things move me, said
8t. Paul, “ neither count I my life dear unto
myself.” Why, Sir, these modern Missionaries
have to contend with difficulties in every shape,
and m every place. Thereis the prejudice of
the Jews on the European continent. There is
superstition challenging his every step in the
Eastern hemi-phere. There are difficulties of
climate here and difficulties of climate there;
and there are difficulties also in some instances
with regard to the olden idolatries, and with re-
gard to the infidelity of modern scieice. But 1
rejoice to think that these noble men, many of
them, have never quitted the battle ground until
they have been borne home thenee on their shields.
These have claimed and won the guerdon. Others
again, have come home with marks and scars of
the L ord Jesus Christ upon them, which they will
carry to their graves. But the deep scar in the
forebead you know is the soldier’s glory, and not
his disgrace. A few years ago there were four
slares who made their escape from Florida, and
sought to escure & passage to the British West
Indies—the land, s they call it, of freedom and
bl.d‘ They met with a kind-hearted Amer-
ican captain, to whom they stated their case, and
begged bim to take them in hand. Well, the
captain knew the risk he was incurring, but his
soul losthed the barter in human flesh. 8o, de-
spite the hasard, he resolved to make an effort
to save them; but unhappily it did not succeed.
His vessel was pursued by a slaver, midway he
was overtaken and captured, and carried back
to Florida, where he was condemned to be
branded with the two letters 8. 8.—(* slave steal-
er,”)—on his hand, so that whenever in after life
he raised that brave arm to heavenall men might
see the sign of intended ignominy. I need not
ask such an assembly as this whether that mark
was his disgrace or his glory.
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