THE CATHOLIC RECORD

The Catholic Record
o

Publisher and Proprietor, Coffey, LL. D,
5 B. A,
Thoraas Coffey, LL. D.
‘amociate Editors { K°F, Viackin
ts for h !
.a.M. w each insertion. Remittance to accom-
pany the order.

App and recommended Archb
ldeon'::"fnd Sbaretti, late Apocmwl,c Delegates
Canada, the Archbishops of Toronto, Kingston,
Ottawa and St. Boniface, th: ‘Ellhbpl of L%ndoyn,
Hamil Peterb , an Y

throughout the Dominion.
.-%t:.ho‘:!ﬁ;gm. ugnu are authorized to melnl
subscriptions and canvas for the CaTnOLIC le :

General nrnu : Messrs, P. J, Neven, E.J. B
ick, M.J. Hagarty, and Mise Sara H

dent agents : B“{ Muru‘w Montreal ;
Hewetson, Regina; Mrs. W. E. S
Miss Bride Saunders, Sydney

v f'e B.

mith, Halifax ;

; Miss L. Heringer,

; Silas Johnson, Ottawa and J. A. Hanra-
rriage notices cannot be inserted
eond.un:d form. Each insertion

bers a’ id will please give
11 as new address. "
d‘llnus:.';ol:. N. B, single copies mng be pun:ol,x:nud
russe!

trom . M. A. McGuire, 249 Main Street,
g harmacy,

Dwyer and The O'Neill Co.
streot.

In Montreal -ml!le 0|
Mr. E. O'Grad:

109

jes may be purchased from
ler, 106 St. Viateur street,

west, and J. llnylioy. 241 St. Catherine street, west.

LOWDON, SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1916

THE ONTARIO GOVERNMENT —
AND THE OTTAWA SEPARATE
SCHOOLS

During ite recent session the
Ontario Legislature passed an Act
glving the Minister of Education
altogether unprecedented discretion-
ary powers with regard to the Ottawa
Separate Schools. As was to be ex-
pected a certain element of the French
Canadian press sees in thie legisla-
tion persecution of the champions of
French Canadian rights in matters
sducational. What will chiefly inter-
est the readers of the CATHOLIO
RECORD is the question: Does the
acceptance without protest of this
Act involve the surrender of any
principle constitutionally guaranteed
in respect ol Separate Schools or
does it create a precedent prejudic-
ially affecting our educational in-
ferests ?

Appeals to passion and prejudice
by Orangemen on the one hand and
French Canadian extremiste on the
other have unfortunately tended to
create a false impression as to the
real question in issue. At one time,
outside of those who were on the
ground and knew the facts of the
gituation first hand, the impression
was pretty general that it was
a religious question. We have
always pointed out that the
question was one ot language, and
not of religion, This is now ad-
mitted by many of the French Cana-
dians themselves. Senator Belcourt
has for a long time been the head
and front of the agitation, its inde-
fatigable protagonist and acknowl-
edged leader. Even Senator Bel-
courd, in a letter to the Ottawa Even-
ing Journal, March 19th, abandons a8
untenable the position from which
certain indiscreet and unscrupulous
French Canadians assailed the
RecorD and all Catholics who dared
to disagree with them over a ques-
tion on which Catholics are perfectly
free to speak and write and act
according to their best judgment.

“May I take this opportunity,”
writes Senator Belcourt, ‘‘to say that
in my judgment the bilingual ques-
tion is purely of a linguistic and not
religious character, and so far as I
am concerned it will remain a ques-
tion of language and not ot religion.”

However, the fact that their
dishonest tactics are repudiated by
the intelligent men of their own
party will not shame certain French
journals into abandoning the broad
appeal to prejudice contained in the
charge that Irish Catholics are allied
with the Orangemen againet French
Canadian co-religionists. Those who
know anything of Canadian political
history will remember that from
Confederation down to 1896 there
was the closest possible political co-
operation between the Catholics of
Quebec and the Orangemen of On-
tario. That was the right both of
Ontario Orangemen and Quebec
Catholics ; we are living in a free
country. But this outstanding fact
of our political history is convenient.
ly ignored by those who rely on
vituperation rather than argument
in the language question which at
one time threatened to involve this
province a gecond time in a politico-
religious turmoil. It might be just
as well to remember that both
Orangemen and Catholics are still
free citizens of a free country ; it in
the exercise of their rights as free.
men they happen to flnd them.
gelves in political agreement, it
will not be imputed to either as a
orime or a scandal by honest fellow-
Canadians., Inthe trenches in France
Irish Catholic and Irish Orangeman
are fighting and dying side by
gide for principles equally dear to
both. In Armagh where, unfortun.
ately political and religious lines
largely ooincide, there was a meet-
ing the other day of a character un-
precedented in the North of Ireland.

“Here,"” writes T, P. 0'Connor, " for
the first time in modern history, Cath-
olic and Protestant bands marched
side by side, and on the same plat-
form there appeared Catholic priests,
Protestant rectors, Presbyterian
ministers and a Belgian priest, while
the whole town turned out to cheer
the Irish Fusiliers.” This and other
signs of the times are hailed with
joy by patriotic Irishmen, Catholic
and Protestant,' as good omens of

: | better dave to come.

French Catholics of Quebec, for
good or ill, are out off by their lan-
guage from the rest of the country,
indeed from the rest of the contin-
ent. It is, perhaps, quite nat:
ural that they should desire

‘| to perpetunte as far s poesible

Quebec conditions in other provinces
by segregating their people in French
speaking communities. Some eccles-
instios regard such a policy as neces-
sary for the safeguarding of the faith
of French Canadians ; and some poli-
ticians find in such conditions a
leverage difficult otherwise to obtain.
On the other hand English speaking
Oatholios live and must live amongst
their Protestant fellow-countrymen.
They rely on no such adventitious
sateguards as language or nationality
torthe preservation of thefaith. They
renlize that the religious education
of their children, before and after, as
well as during school life, must be of
such a nature as will enable them to
live in a Protestant environment and
atmosphere and still hold the faith
a8 their most precious heritage above
all earthly considerations. Experi-
ence proves that this is not only
possible but conducive to a faith at
once more intelligent and vigorous
than usually obtains in a purely
Catholic environment. French Cana-
dians educated under these condi-
tions are amongst the best of English
speaking Catholics,

With such widely differing points
of view, with ideals of Catholic educa-
tion so diverse, it is not surprising
that French and English Catholics
should fail to agree when obliged to
use the same schools. Catholics:
whose mother tongue is English, and
Catholics of various origing who de.
gire for their children a decent
elementary education in the English
language, find the so-called bilingual
schools wholly uneatistactory. In
Ottawa vhis difficuiiy was overcome
by having two distinct sets of schools,
French gchools for the French
and English schools for the
English. In recent years the French
having become the majority of Separ-
ate School supporters and having
secured control of the Separate
School Board, while posing as cham-
pions of a persecuted minority, have
shown a brutal disregard for .the
rights of the English-speaking min.
ority. Finally the minority had
recourse to the Courts for
protection. While the action was
pending the French majority dele-
gated to the chairman tull authority
to discharge all the English teachers.
Members of the Board stated openly
and repeatedly in the press that they
would turn the English schoole into
bilingual schools ; and made it quite
evident that they would not hesitate
to wreck the English schools if the
minority persisted in their refueal
to join the holy war against the
educational authority of the province:
The reckless pursuit of this policy
culminated last September in con-
ditions described by Mr., Justice
Lennox a8 ' disgraceful and disas-
trous.” " Every Separate School in
Ottawa,” continues the judgment,
“is closed, 7,000 or 8,000 boys and
girls are without means of obtaining
an education, and the vicious and
perhaps criminal habits which some
of them will inevitably acquire in a
lite of idleness will probably never
be shaken oft.” . . . '“And—
speaking of majority—for the plain.
tiffs are powerless — the Board, by
their flagrant neglect to discharge
the duties imposed on them by law,
have not only opened the way but
have unintentionally invoked the
action of the Court.” . “ There
is a palpable absence of good faith in
the whole transaction.” These are
not the charges made by one side
against the other, but the deliberate
judgment of the Court atter hearing
all that could be said on both sides.

It is sometimes assumed that it is
golely in virtue of giving financial
aid to Separate Schools that the gov-
ernment has the right of inspection
and regulation. Thisis by no meana
the case. The same law which pro-
vides the means of establishing
Separate Schoole and vests in the
Board the authority for levying and
collecting taxes for their mainten.
ance, imposes, also, certain ocondi-
tions, one of which (Seotion xxvi)
reads as follows :

“The Roman Oatholic Separate
Schools (with their Registers) shall
be subject to such inspection as may
be directed, from time to time, by
the Chief Superintendent of Educa-
tion, and shall be subject, also, to
such regulations as may be imposed,
from time to time, by the Council of
ﬁubllc Instruction for Upper Cana:

.'H

The utter disregard for this section
of the Act, and the open flouting of
the authority of the Department of
Education by the Ottawa Separate
School Board are notorious.

The " Act respecting the Board of
Trustees of the Roman Catholic Separ-
ate Schoolsof theCity of Ottawa' mere-
1y reaseenés Section xxvi. of the Separ.
ate Schools Act and protects the
English teachers from spiteful dis-
miseal or reduction of salaries by re-
quiring the written approval of the
Minister of Education in such cases.
Should the Board persist in ‘'flagrant
neglect to discharge the duties im-
posed on them by law,” to use Judge
Lennox’s terms, the Act further pro-
vides for rep!acing them by a Com-
miesion whose duty it will be to
maintain and conduot the schools
according to law.

It will be seen, therefore, that the
Aot in question is merely a special
provision to meet the exceptional re-
quirements of a special case. Some
such provision had to be made or the
Government had to confess its in-
competence to manage the education-
al affairs of theprovince ; to acknowl-
edge itself powerless when its author-
ity wae flouted and the regulations of
its Department of Education derided.
It is a very plain intimation to the
Separate School Board of Ottawa that
they will not be allowed to use the
powers conferred upon them by law
to bring about a condition of anarchy
in the schools under their charge.
And it is also an evidence that those
who are charged with the adminis-
tration of the educational affairs of
this province are not going to shirk
their responsibility.

AS S8EEN BY A CONVERT

THE CHURCH AND A VISIBLE HEAD
Sir Samuel Evans, who presides
over the Divorce Court in England,
has fallen foul of the Anglican
Church Times because a few days
ago he delivered himself of what that
organ terms a gratuitous opinion o
English Catholicism. The Church
Times observes that Sir Samuel
‘* only illustrated the wisdom of the
proverb that the cobbler should not
go beyond his last ;" a dictum which,
we are tempted to remark, the Church
Times might appropriately apply to
itself ; for cobbling might, we venture
to think, prove to be more in keeping
with the intellectual equipment of
its editors than the self-imposed task
upon which for some fitty years they
have been g0 [presumptuously em-
ployed. Still, it would be a pity to
have the Church Times go out of
bueinees, seeing that not a few con-
verts to the Catholic Church can
trace the origin of their restlessness
under Protestantism to the reading
of its columns. It certainly helped
the present writer on his way to the
City of Peace, a8 its correspondence
pages provided him with the most
obvious and conclusive proof that
Anglicanism is the City ot Confusion.
Having had its origin in a divorce in
England, possibly a Judge of the
English Divorce Court may know
more about Anglicanism than even
the Church Times. In a case
recently brought before him
Sir Samuel Evans asked the plaintiff
it she was not an extremely High
Church woman, Shereplied thatshe
was ‘‘a Oatholic of the English
Branch,” and Sir Samuel is said to
have rejoined by enquiring whether
the King or the Pope was the head of
her Church. In a tone of high in-
dignation the Church Times then
continues: ‘‘Does Sir Samuel Evans
really imagine that he exhausted
every possibility when he implied
thateitherthe King orthe Popemustbe
the head of the Church? We suggest
for His Lordship’s congideration the
very elementary truth of the Chris.
tian religien, that the Lord Who
founded the Catholic Church has
never resigned the Headship of it,
which He claimed ag His own.” We
hold no brief for Sir Samuel Evans,
but we can imagine that gshould he
condescend to notice the question
put to him by the Church Times he
would reply, that never for one
moment did he have in mind the
utterly absurd idea that our Lord
bhad ever resigned the headship over
all His Church, militan$, expectant,
and triumphant. What Sir Samuel
asked this woman was, whom did she
regard as the earthly head of the
Church militant; and should the
Church Times answer that the
Church militant has no earthly head,

Sir Samuel might appropriately retord
that Anglioanism isofitseltan obvious
and  ominous example of what the
Church on earth would become it it
had no earthly or visible head. In.
deed, he might fittingly point to the
larger example provided byProtestant.
ism as a whole, That the Churchon
earthhas a vigible headisthe plainest
teaching of Holy Soripture, or Holy
Seripture would be meaningless ; and
so on this point would also be the
Early Fathers, and the Apostolic
tradition. Apart from the fact that
every visible body has a visible head,
a glance at the history of mankind
shows that every association, from
the most widely epread kingdoms to
the narrow circle of the tamily, was
blessed with a head, a blessing evi-
dently meant to secure unity of pur-
pote and action. And doubly so
must this apply to the visible Church
of God. Brought together out of all
nations it is a nation the people of
which are to be so perfectly joined
together that they are " to speak the
same things, and to be of the same
mindandsame judgment :” in this way
“ keeping the unity of the spirit in
the bond of peace.,”” 18 it not reason.
able, then; yes, most reasonable,
that a society whose unity is to be the
closest in the world, a society com-.
posed of creatures of the world, and
called to actin the world, and uponthe
world, and to be only one body in the
world, should have a visible, distinct,
guiding, and governing head ? An.
glicanism and ite kindred sects most
clearly prove how utterly futile in
the world would be the Church it it
had no visible head. It is the very
success and unity of the Church under
its visible head that so provokes its
enemies to anger. The vieible part
of our Lord's aunthority had
to be perpetuated after His
Ascension, and this could only
be done by the means He Himselt
chose—a visible representative, St.
Peter. Our Saviour's authority was
prophetical, priestly, and kingly.
His prophetical and priestly authority
are perpetuated in a visible priest-
hood. His kingly authority could be
represented by a single person omly
at a time. And in this kingly author.-
ity inhere the praphetical and priestly
authority of the priesthood, the mem-
bers of which, like the officers of a
kingdom, exercise ruling authority
only by sanction of the King. If the
Church hae omly an invisible head
who is to deny the right of any and
all sects, whatever they may profess
and believe as Christianity, to be
each individually, or all collectively,
the true Church of Christ ? Who is
to deny to these the authority to
represent Him ? To urge that the
text—"My kingdom is not ot this
world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would certainly
strive that I should not be delivered
to the Jews : but now my kingdom
is not from hence’—disproves the
need of an earthly and visible head
of the Church is to misread what is
distinctly written, This much mis-
used text plainly teaches that the
methode of His Kingdom were to be
so utterly unlike those of the King-
dome of the world that His disciples
would not fight for Him with the
weapons that earthly armies use in
defence of their kings. And the con-
cluding words of this text, “But
now my kingdom is not from
hence,” esurely mean that the
Kingdom He had come to establish
is not of earthly origin, and would
not be established in a worldly way.
Yet in His parables did not He liken
His Kingdom and His authority to
those ofanearthly king,and did not He
apply thelatter figure to Himself? And
does not one in this sense rule His
Church to day as the lawful successor
of St. Peter, who first fllled the office
in succeseion to our Lord ? If in St,
Peter's day,and wehaveiton thatApos-
tle’s own testimony, there were ** un.
learned and unstable " Christians who
wrested (interpreted) the ‘Scriptures
“ to their own destruction,” shall not
we likewise expect to find Christians
similarly unlearned and unstable in
the Church in all ages? And yet,
be it obeerved, the unlearned and
unstable Christians of the Apostles’
days could read and, being able to
read, undertook, a8 many do to.day,
and have done in all Christian ages,
to interpret the Scriptures for them-
selves. Here, certainly, is an authen.
tic pioture of the New Testament
Church, and from the pen of the
Apostle in authority. We are quite
well aware that some Protestant
“ goholars " allege the Second Epistle
of St. Peter, in which the Apostle
relates these things, to be spurious.
“ Soholars " of this type have a pecu-
liar faculty of denouncing as spuri.
oue all documents that fail to fit in
with their theories. Did not Luther
denounce as ‘' an epistle of straw "

the Epistle of 8t. James, because it is
a standing refutation ol the most
important part of his un.Christian
teaching ? But many Protestant
“ scholars " go even further than
that—" they deny the Lord Who
bought them.” And so we aek, how
oan it be remsonably expected that
such should know His Church ? To
return, however, to the question of
8t. Peter's position of authority in
the Church : if it be asked, did St.
Peter, after our Lord's Ascension,
occupy the position of the Church’s
earthly head ? we unhesitatingly
affirm that he did, And our wit.
nesses to the faot are, Tertullian,
Origen, St. Oyprian, St. James of
Nisibis, St. Hilary, St. Cyril of Jeru-
salem, St. Gregory of Nysea, St.
Gregory of Nazianzum, St. Baeil, St,
Epiphanius, St. Ambrose, St, Jerome,
St. Chrysostom, St. Asterius, St.
Augustiae of Hippo, St. Leo the
Great, and others whose names we
have not space to specity. And here
let ue say that in a subsequent arti-
cle we shall give the testimony of
those we have named. Is it credible
that these saints of the early Church
should, on a matter o momentous,
lic? What purpose would their
agreement to falsify serve ? But see-
ing that they lived in different coun-
tries, and some of them in different
centuries, why should they so agree
it what they testity is false ? And
only one of them, St. Leo the Great,
was Pope., If they lied, it cannot
therefore be alleged that they did so
to establish themselves in that posi-
tion, seeing that only one of them
occupied it. In our subsequent arti-
cle we shall also show that to keep
“the unity of the spirit in the bond
of peace,” and also to preserve and
assure the unity of the Church, there
muet be a legitimate line of suc-
cessors in the Chair of St. Peter.

“TRAVEL TALKS" BY DEAN
HARRIS

The number of Canadian Catholic
writers in Enpglish is so small that
the appearance of a new volume by
one of our own authors should be a
noteworthy event to the Catholic
reading public. But were the num-
ber fitty times greater a book by
Dean Harris would still deserve at-
tention at our hands, for the name
of the veteran author on the title
page is always a guarantee of ‘' gome-
thing worth while.”

The name of Dean Harris is no
stranger to the publisher’s lists. In
the ethnological fleld, in which he
is peculiarly at home, he has given
us from time to time learned and
absorbingly interesting studies that
have established his name and fame
on a secure basis. But since review
articles and pamphlets are more or
less transitory we are glad tobe able to
welcome to our desk the present
splendid volume.

“Travel Talks” is the modest title
of a work that we have found enter-
taining as the most perfect novel.
As the Globe’s able reviewer so aptly
reminds ue, “this book is no mere
casual account of the transient im-
pressions of a tourist through the
scenes and peoples described.” In-
deed the name is, to a certain extent,
a misnomer, suggesting as it does
something of the guide book, where-
a8 "“Travel Talks” is a noteworthy
historical achievement, a learned
and exhaustive study of peoples and
conditions that are fast disappearing
from the face of the world. Itisonly
in after years, when the themes of
which he treats are but so many
memories, that Dean Harris' book
will be fittingly appraised.

In the preface to his volume the
venerable author writes: ‘' The
romance and weird fascination which
belong to immense solitudes and un-
tenanted wilds are fading away and,
in a few years, will be as it they were
not. The intangible and immaterial
leave no memories after them. The
march of civilization is a benediction
for the future, but it is also a devas-
tation before which savage nature
and savage man must go down.
Unable or unwilling to adapt himself
to new conditions and to thedemands
of a life foreign to his nature and his
experience, the original man of North
America is doomed, like the wild
beast he hunted, to extinction, * * *
So before the old shall have entirely
vanished, it is well that we should
look upon what yet remains and
hand down to an unprivileged future
a description and a verbal photo-
graph of what the country was in
days gone by.”

This was the task he set himself —
to enshrine within his pages for the
benefit and enlightenment of poster-
ity the history of primitive man
and primitive nature on the

American continent, He has

more than succeeded, and students of
the future will utter his name with
a benediction. He has rescued from
oblivion priceless chapters of history
Long after the very name of the
primitive inhabitants ot the Sonora,
Arizona and lower California has
faded from memory, when even the
very face of nature will have under-
gone a change, will we turn to the
pages of “ Travel Talks” for a
picture of the things that were.

Of the author's style we will say
but little, knowing that but little is
necessary. To eulogize the Dean’s
phraseology would indeed be gilding
the lily. Ruskin has not written
more melodiously. Great is the treat
in store for the reader of " Travel
Talke.,” To the veteran author we
extend most cordial congratulatione,
coupled with the hope that his book
will have a large and ever increasing
sale, We have not so many writers
of our own that we cannot afford to
buy their books, and we hope that it
will be the Dean’s happy lot to dis-
cover that the Catholic reading pub-
lic realize their obligation towarde
those who wield the pen in their
behalf. COLUMBA

NOTES AND COMMENTS

REFERRING to the exclusion from
the mails of such papers as the Menace
the amiable editor of the Christian
Guardian opines that * any bill aim-
ing to exclude newspapers whieh
contain bitter attacke upon the ad-
herents of any religion would be cer-
tain to affect 'many Catholic journals
both in the United States and Canada.
From such a paper as the Guardian—
that model of urbanity and propriety
in ite treatment of things Catholic—
this istruly retreshing. It islike the
Kaiser preaching mildness and mag-
nanimity in war,

A sINGLE Catholic parish in Scot-
land—St. Joseph's, Dundee—has con-
tributed close upon seven hundred
recruits to the Army on the Contin-
ent. Thisisarecord scarcelyrivalled
outside of the great metropolitan
centres, and is more eloquent than
columns of mere verbal declamation
could be as to the quality of Catholic
patriotism. And the mixture of
Scote and Irish names throughout in
the parish Rolls of Honor published
by over seas exchanges is psculiarly
pignificant of the re-fusion of the
two great branches of the Keltic race
which is steadily if silently being
brought about in this generation.

AN IraniaN paper—the Corriere
della Sera of Milan—recently com-
mented editorially upon the investi-
gations which within the past few
months have been carried on by the
German Government with a view to
determining the exact amount of food
neceseary for the average individual
to maintain reasonable health and
strength, as well as the actual amount
that has been consumed per capita
in Germany in the past. The investi-
gation itself may be taken as the
best proot that the War has made the
problem a serious one to the Teuton
and that even now the grim spectre
has crossed his path.

WE ARE indebted to the Edinburgh
Scoteman for a translation of the
Corriere's article, and a8 everything
bearing upon the great conflict is of
universal interest just now, it may
be worth while summarizing the Ital.
ian estimate of the food situation in
Germany. It has already transpired
from the investigation that there has
in the pastbeen an excess of consump-
tion over the real need of fully sixty
per cent. ' When these flgures be-
came known,"” says the Corriere writer,
““the German population could
soarcely help blushing, because they
felt that, without being aware of the
tact, they had been guilty of sense-
less gluttony. They began to under-
stand the reasons of chronic dyspep-
gia and other gastric troubles when
they were informed that they were
the biggest meat consumers on the
face of the earth, and that each in-
dividual German consumed on an
average 108 lbs. of meat.a year, as
compared to 20 1bs. for every Italian,

Now, THE Germans, he proceeds,
have been informed of two facts—
viz : that hitherto they have con-
sumed more than was good for them,
and that, secondly, according to that
standard they have to go short in the
immediate future. It has been cal-
oulated that il the customary con-
sumption were to continue and the
War, as seems probable, goes on, the
pinch will make itself felt within
eight months, so that Imperial regu-
lations a8 to what each individual
may eat and drink become an immed-
iate and pressing necessity. And
thie hypothesis has, as matter of fact,
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already been acted upon. Breakfast,
lunch, dinner and supper are all
being legislated for, and in particular,
minute Instructions have been is-
sued for the beneflt of housewives,
teaching them how to proceed when
boiling potatoes, peeled and unpeeled.
And so on, ad infinitum.

A MERE cursory acquaintance with
the German charncter and with the
high and mighty spirit of the war
lord will suffice to appreciate the
galling nature of what, were times
normal, would be petty and extreme-
ly humiliating restrictions. ' The
grease, crumbs, etc., from dirty
dishes,” reads one of these regula.
tions, “must not, me hitherto, be
thrown away, but must be kept for
use by boiling the dishes. The fluid
thus produced must be used in the
making of soups and farinaceous
dishes,” That such precautions are
vitally important is made evident by
the care that is being taken to apply
them universally throughout the
country. Numerous pamphlets are
being spread abroad explaining them
in detail and in clear and concise
language in order to make the nation
quickly and thorough‘y familiar with
the new gastronomy. And while the
Hune are feeling the pinch, a saner
gastronomical standard may be one
of the beneflts which the War, in the
long run, may bring to the German
people.

WE HAVE recently been reading
some interesting particulars of the
excavations which for some time
have been carried on at Ostia, the
geaport of ancient Rome, Dr, Caiza,
the inspector of the work, who
lectured on the subject in England a
year ago, has in the interval drawn
up & summary of the results that
have thus far been obtained. To
classical students especially, these
recults are of interest as illustrating
afresh the manners and customs of
the ancient Romens—that remark-
able people which subdued the whole
world to itselt and by its genius for
law and order providentially paved
the way for the higher genius of
Christian civilization.

THE LATER excavations have lain
between the Theatre and the Temple
of Vulean and have resulted in the
uncovering of the Republican Decu
mano, or chief street; the locating
of a number of shops ; the placing
ot the Imperial Forum ; and the un-
earthing of two important groups of
houses of the Middle Empire. The
Decumano lies at a depth of about
2 feet, exactly under the Imperial
one, and consists of irregular blocke
of tufa, with a deep furrow in the
middle caueed by the traffic. It is
not supposed to date back to the early
days of the Republic, or it would be
at a much deeper level, traces of
other roads of the early Republic
having been found at Ostia more
than 8 yards below the present soil.

THE sHOPS, which are situated to
the east of the Temple of Vulcan, are
gituated at a depth of 6! ft. lower
than the Imperial City. It is to be
regretted that fuller information is
not given as to the character of these
shops. From the Roman correspond-
ent of the London Standard we gather
only that they consist of 4 rooms
measaring about 13 ft. equare, and
are of great antiquity, being be-
lieved to date back to the times of
the Gracchi (between 200 and 100
B. C.) or even earlier. In the Pom-
peiian excavaticns shops were found
fully stocked with wares and their
occupants, keepers and customers, in
their places caught with appalling
suddenness and buried by the flowing
lava and ¢falling ashes. The onges
are, however, entirely dissimilar.

IN A FINE street, 16} feet wide, run-
ning parallel to the Decumano, are
to be found two groups of houses
with their second floor still standing.
The thresholds of these houses were
about a yard above the level of the
street, and were reached by an out-
side staircase of which traces have
been found. The facade had 5 en-
trances and many windowe, the
central and largest door measuring
10! feet by over 8} feet high. In
the houses nearest to the Temple of
Vulcan the entrance staircase is per-
teotly preserved, the steps being of
marble and over 5 feet wide. Three
apartments open upon a landing
from which three are staircases to
the floor above. The rooms, identi-
cal in all the houses, are somewhat
small, with strong walls covered
with plaster, on which are to be
found rudimentary paintings — a
common characteristic of Roman
habitations.




