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THE CATHOLIC RECORD

CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN| OUR BOYS AND GIRLS

PRETEXTS

We live in such a wicked old world
that it is pretty havd at times to es-
cape contamination, Its maxims, its
gophistries, its corrupt ways, its snares
and traps, and false glitter of ‘its pass-
ing pageantry, the unscrupulous wmen
and women we have to meet in every
day business and social duties—all
these raise a spiritual dust which fre-
quently acts like a thick veil and con-
ceals from our view the vileness of its
aspect. We must not forget that there
are good spirits and bad spirits. The
Seripture tells us that “Our adversary,
the devil, goeth about seeking whom he
may devour.”
since the hattle must be fougnt
against the aforesaid elements, it
happens that some of the skirmishes go
agsinst us. When we fal to be loyal
soldiers of Christ, perhaps through over-
estimate of the ememies strength or
under estimate of our own power,we seek
excuses to justify orexplain our treason.
If we can not find valid arguments, our
self-love can always find specious oues
which our better seuses would call by
their right name, viz., ‘‘pretexts.”

to stifle the protests of our own Oatholie
teainiog, but the still, small voice of
conscience will make itself heard.
Sooner or later we shall have to admit
that these pretexts for self-justifieations,
were only the “media” or meaus by
which the devil led us into sin, and kept
us there.

Now, just multiply your own case by
the number of men in the world, and
you will understand the dreadfully
disastrous effect of false reasoning up
men’s lives individually, and also in the
aggregate, which is called society or the
nation.

“Ag s man thinks, so he is.” Our life
is directed by our thoughts. If these
are wrong or evil, our lite will be like
wise. So, therefore, if multitudes have

erroneous ideas, whether culbably or |
pot, multitudes will commit evil deeds |

with ruinous effects individually, and
upon the community which is affected
by them, v

It is, then, very important that at-
tention should be called to this foolish
and winful practice of self-excuse for
sin. The most common and fundamen-
tal pretext is the rejection of the tenet
which insists that there be a moral law
made by God for human guidauce, and
for human restraint when necessary.
Anybody who remains in sin, practically

repudiates the moral law, even if he |

admit theoretically, its necessity for the
restraint of others. The first move is
to yield to some temptation ; then the

excuses commence, “The law is too |

strict.”
No rozua e'er felt the halter draw,
With good opinion of the law.”

Once the excuse is considered valid |

by the sinuer, the law is abrogated in
his mind, and freedom enters to excul-
pate him. He then repeats the offense,
it becomes a habit, and having thrown
down one barrier, it is very easy to
knock down the rest, one after the
other. Then, having rejected the law
he doubts, and fiually denies the exis-
tence of a Divine Legislator. His case
is clearly stated in the Psalms, “The
fool hath said in his heart, ‘there is no
God.'”  You will notice the expression,
“in his heart,” It is about as much as

to say, that even a fool would not dare |

to deny in his intellect, the existence of
a God Who made obligatory moral laws,
but his wicked heart (which means his
will) does deny it. You will notice also,
that it is the heart of a fool, not of a
wise man. The result of this denial is
stated by the Psalmist, ** They are cor-
rupt and have become abominable in
their ways.” “Their mouth is full of
cursing and bitterness; their feet are
swift to shed blood-destruction and un-
happiness are in their ways; the way of
peace they have not known; there is
no fear of God before their eyes." Of
course if these men deny the existence
of an obligatory law, it follows that they
will refuse to admit that punishment
should be administered for its violation;
g0 then, hell must be denied; also the
day of judgment Then, of course, the
Church must be rejected, because she
preaches that there is a God, and a law
which must be known and obeyed, and
also that reward exists for the observ-
ance of the law, and punishment for its
violation. All this must be thrown out
by the man who started in with the idea
that he could excuse himself for his dis-
loyalty. You cannot excuse yourself,
because you are not the Judge of the
living and the dead. You cannot abro-
gate the law, because you did not make
the law. Someone higher than you are
regulates the whole universe of which
you are a very small part. The civil
law does not cease to exist when the
crooks wish to transgress it. Police,
courts, judges, 2nd prisons do not
vanish when eivic scoundrels convince
themselves that it is easy to violate the
law and easy to evade punishment.

It will not avail to say that God's law
it too dificult. If you say, or even
think this, at once you accuse the lafin-
tely just God of injustice. Since He is
just, it is impossible that He should de-
mand of man service and obedience
which man could not possibly give. So,
either you must be wrong in your state-
ment, or the infinitely perfect Gnd must
be imperfect and unjust. If you are
right when you think that He has made
laws impossible of observance. Do you
not see how absurd your attempted
argument is ?

Another favorite excuse is, “1 am
80 busy that 1 cannot attend to relig-
ious obligations, therefore, something
must stand aside, and I cannot afford

|
We may attempt to deceive others, or ‘ Every day, when the sun begins to send |
|
|
i
|
|
|
|

THE ANGELUS BELLS
Bum, bum, bum ! Do you often hear
the Angelus bells sounding thus into |
your ears, early in the moruing ? |
Perhaps you are still half asleep. You ‘
hear the bells dimly as if from a great |
distance, and no other thought oceurs to |
you tat that it will soon be time for you
to rise. Still the ringing of the Angelus
bell has a beautitul meaning. It is to
remind all people that our Lord has
come to earth for our salvation.

\
|
|
|
|

The angel of the Lord declared unto |
Mary, |
And she conceived of the Holy Ghost, |

[

Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
Be it dore unto me according to thy |

WOTru. i‘

And the Word was made flesh, |
Aud dwelt among us, |
Thus we saywhen we pray the Angelus. |

Every time that we pray it, it should be |

& celebration of thanksgiving for the

divine miracle, the Nativity of Christ.
The custom of ringing the Angelus

bell is practiced all over the world, |

ive any Catholie peapla
her rays upon the earth from the West-
ern horizon. As it rises higher, the be-
ginning of a new day is gradually
brought from country to country, and
the Aogelus bells contirue to sound
from place to place. The sound is like
a belt which encircles the earth, In |
large cities, small towns and villages,
from the tower of the grand old convent |
in the valley, and from (he little chapel
up on thehill, the bells are ringing, ring-

of Our Lord Jesus Christ, constant |
endeavour that not one ota of His law
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ing as if they would callinan everlasting |

harmonious peal: Christ is born, Christ is
born !

Aud the same peal of bells is heard |
three times a day, morning, noon and
night.

When the bells ring in the morning, |
they should wake in us the resolution to |
spend the day as a true follower of
Christ.

When they sound into our ear at noon
we should let them remind us that we
must not in the work aond worry of life
forget our destination which is a future
life in heaven. And in the evening
| when the bells anuounce that the day is
| spent, and night sinks down upon the
earth, we should remember that oue day
will be our last on earth, and that we

\ CONTINUED FROM PAGE SIX
|

ought to live every day so as to be pre- |

pared for death,
Of the origin of the Angelus there is
a beautiful legend told. 1t is as follows.
St. Paulinus of Nola who died in the
| year 431 was a highly educated and very
| charitable man. One evening at sunset,
he walked across a meadow, surrounded
by a forest. The last rays of the sun
were dyeing the tops of the trees with a
beautiful golden and purple light, and
such heaveuly peace reigred ail around
that the pious man felt deeply «flected.
| He folded his hands raised them to-
ward heaven and called out with fervor:
“Oh, Lord be praised and sanctified a
thousand fold, Thou Master of the
| world, Who hast made this earth so
| beautiful! Oh, please, give me a sign
lehat Thou art with me now, and that
Thou wilt abide with me to the end of
‘ my days! " When he had finished this

prayer there came a wave of sound
across the meadow, as sweet and beauti-
| ful as the saint had never heard before,
| and when he locked, be noticed that all
| the little blue bells growing in the
meadow were moving back and forth
their bell shaped blossoms, and that
from them originated the sweet melody.
The pious bishop then knew, that this
‘ was the sign that God sent him,
In remembrauce of this event the
‘ saint had an immense bell made which

| was hung into the tower of the cathedral |

at Nola, and orders were given that it
should be rung three times a day to re-
mind the people to pray.

This was the first bell that was ever
rung to the praise of Christ our Lord, so
the legend tells, and from the use of it
originated the custom of the Angelus
—M. R. T. in The Christian Family.

TARDY BESSIE

Little Bessie Berry was almost always
late for school. She was almost always
late for everything.
| It wasn't because she had to run

errands, or mind the baby, but because
ghe was an * In-a-minute” and a ** Pret
ty-soon "' and an * After-a-while " little
girl, who liked to dilly-dally better than
anything else in the world.

There were some other childrea in
Bessie's room who were often tardy, too,
so the teacher began to wonder what
she conld do. And soon she thought of
something. She went to the seedsman
and bought some seeds. They were
aster seeds, in paper pockets.

“ Listen, children | said the teacher
“ How many of you ever had a flower
garden ?"

Bessie had ; most of the children in
Bessie's class had.

Then the teacher said a nice thing :

| % These seeds are for you—one little
packet for each oue in this room."

Here Bessie raised her hand. * Please,
may I pass 'em 2"

But the teacher shook her head. “ One
for each one in the room,” she went on,
“who isn't tardy a single time this
month.”

That wasn't all. They would plag
the seeds, and after a while have flowers.
And then the seedsman would give a
prize to the boy or the girl who had the
finest flowers. 1t was really two prizes.

So the children looked at the seeds
longingly, and promised that they
wouldn't be tardy one single time. And
some weren't. But Bessie was—four
times !

The next month was April, and the
tardy ones tried again, Bessie was
tardy twice. They were to try once

to neglect my business.” Bosh! Read | more in May.

the Gospel where our Lord says,

“ Try, try, again,” said Bessie's papa.

“Render to Caesar the things which | So she tried again, And mamma helped.

belong to Caesar, and to God the things

which belong to God.” It s | Seeds!” when she kissed her little

evident  that
of Infinite

Christ the God | girl good-bye. Bessie said * Seeds !"
Wisdom and Trath | over and over all the way to school, and

teaches that there is time for business, | didu't dilly-dally once.

and then, ample time for religious duties.

On the last day of May she took a

If anything is to give way, it must be | packet of seeds home. Bessie and her
business and not religion, for He has [ mamma planted them right off. They
also said, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of | didn’t dilly-dally about it at all. Bessie
God and His justice, and ail these other | hoped she might win the seedsman's

things shall be given to you.” The | pr
Soripture also says, “Let not my heart

120,
But it was late and dry, and the seeds

descend to make excuses for sin.”—The | didn't come up very quickly. Only one

Pilot.

seedling grew. Papa oalled it a dilly-

Every morning and afternoon she said, |

full of punctual asters, went to the
flower show.

Wasn' it too bad ? But it must have
been a good lesson for Bessie for she
doesn't dilly-dally any more. — True
Voice,

—_———— [

THE VOICE OF THE VICTIMS

shown later on in the final decree signed
by the king on the day before his de-
position and by which, as the papers
had it, the fall of the monarchy was
sealed., Now what Catholic priest, in
the presence of such a mode of action,
unless be forgot his duty as the sentinel
of Israel, would not have warped the
people of the danger and fearlessly
uttered the ery of the holy Precursor
Non tibi iicet.

On this point of polities as in others I
had the honor of beirg calumniated by
the enemies of the Society of Jesus. It
was asserted that under my government
as Provincial the society in Portugal
| bad adopted a new consse of action,
whereas the truth is that never as
superior [ had to interfere, not even by
advice, in the sense in which these
seribblers perfidiously insinuated.

I'he policy of the Our Father, * Thy
Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on
earth as it is in Hehven,” is to-day, as
it has always been,the policy of our
society. The enemies of Christ and of
His Church cannot forgive us our lofty |
ideal nor our constant labor to attain
it. Heunce the implacable hatred with
| which they have constantly persecuted
| us at all times. Hence also in the midst
| of the various accusations which in dif-
| ferent states and countries have served |
las pretext for all the war against the |

society, the accusers have always been |
‘ the same—enemies of (God and the Cath- |
| olie Church.

Present events are a proof of this.
They say that we Jesuits are theljpro-
nounced enemies of the Republic aud |
hence that it is necessary to treat usl
with greater severity than others. Vain |
pretext! the Society of Jesus has i
nothing against the institution of the{‘
Republic in itself, When absolute |
| government predominated in 2ll eivilised
pations, the great authors of the
Society, reckoned even to-day amongst
the leading lights in Philosopby mnd\
Theology, showed clearly in their |
writings the fundamental principles of |
true democracy ; and to-day the
provinces of the Society which enjoy the
greatest prosperity and liberty, are
those situated in Republican territory.
It is suflicient to mention the five
provinces of the Society of Jesus
established in the United States of
North America. The pretext there-
fore of opposition on the part of the
Jesuits to democratic government can-
not hold good. Probably they will say
that in Portugal we showed ourselves
opposed to the Republic. First of all,
the Society, wherever it is, acts like the
Church, that is, it upholds the existing
powers; and Portugal was then a mon-
archy. There is another stronger
reason which prevented our showing any
leaning towards the republican move-
ment in Portugal, and that was that the
Republie, as historical facts show, is not
the ideal republic of Sociologists.
Those who form the Republic in the
concrete are the republicans.

And what were the Portuguese re-
publicans? I do not speak of some rare
exceptions but of the majority, of nearly
all the organisers and leaders. They
were the openly declared encmies of
religion and defenders of atheism, or at
least of the ofticial indifferentism of the
State. And without being inconsistent
and still more without betraying our
religious principles and the rights of
God over society, could we favour a
wavolution by which the power would
pass to such men? They themselves
have justified us by their present be-
haviour, just as the last Government of
the monarchy had proved by facts how
wrong was our opinion of them. I con-
foss that I was greatly afraid of the
Jacobin follies and the tolerance of
these apologists of liberty ; but, be it
ingenaousness or lack of foresight, I
would never have dreamt I would see
what | see to-day.

. REACTIONARY INFLUENCE

I have tried to remove all the pre-
texts made use of to justify tyrauny.
‘ arbitrary acts, spoliation and scandalous

crushing of liberty of which I and my
brethren were the victims. There re
mains one motive more for the in-
eredible anachronism of the laws re-
vived against us—the antiquated and
oft repeated accussation, used a thou-
sand times as the theme of easy and silly
declamation, OQur Reactionary Influence.
Oh well, in this our enemies are right!
If the reactionary spirit means the
apirit of fidelity and love for the Cath-
olic Chareh, of sacrifice for the persun

life? No, these were not the means
employed by us. These were the means
that were made use of and are still used
by the false upholders
instead of giving an iwpartial and cor-
rect answer to our reasons, thought it
more convenient and qt er to shut our
mouths by force and to send far away
the propagators of ideas, to which they
have opposed up to now ouly declama-
tion and insults.

In the face of this repuznant injostice
at the sight of these tyraunical extor-
tions, this despotism, rendered more
serious by the ironyof belvg used in the
name of liberty, ought we not to send
forth in writing our protest and let our
dear fatherland hear our indignant voice
yet more than anything, full of good,

| wishes and of pardon.

And now with these last words 1 have
finished to lay bare my whole mind.

In spiteof the indignation for so great
an injustice towards innoceut persons,
there prevail in the hearts of the vie-
tims feelings of good wishes and pardon.

The good wisbes with which we part
from beloved Portugal which they want
to forbid us to eall our country and

eless we shall continue to
love tenderly as such, as long as we shall
have a b eath of life
the works to which we cor
best of our lahors ; for the churches in
which we preached the gospel ; for the
clergy who won our gratitude by their
kindness and trust; for those Orders
and Religious Congregations whichi we
revere and envy the field of action left
to them, though it be unjustly restrict-
ed. Good wishes for the people who re-
paid us love by love, for the friends and |
penefactors who, in the associations of
eharity of both sexes, accepted our zeal |
with so much thankiulness and helped |
us with so great disinteresteduess ;
good wishes for those beloved youths for |
whom we would willingly give a thou-
sand lives. |

To this sentiment we all join without
effort—without the least effort!—and |
from the bottom of our hearts, the senti-
ment of pardon. If our Divive Master
could say from His Cross
them, Father, because they know not
what they do,” why should we not y
it for those who in persecuting us have |
probably followed the blind impulse of
prejudice ; why should we not say it for
those who despoiled and exiled us with-
out knowing us otherwise than through
the deceptive prisms of an inimical liter-
ature full of hatred? Therefore through
the tears of soriow and whilst eating
the bread of exile we think of them;
and of God, Who illumines the mind and |
touches the heart, we beg that He make
the truth shine before their eyes ; we
also pray that Portugal may be governed
by the true spirit of liberty, and that
the Lord, Who is the Way, the Truth
and the Life, may guide,enlighten and
vivify our couutry to which we are
bound with so much love.

P. Lutct Goxzaca CABRAL, S. J.,

Provineial Superior of Portugal.
Madrid, 5th November 1910,

which neve

“*Forgive

THE CHURCH'S CONSERVATISM

It is a good while nowsince any of our
esteemed contemporaries quoted the late
Mark Hanna's tribute to the Catholic
Churech as a great conservative force in
America. A great conservative force |
the Church most truly is, not only in
America but everywhere, and we like |
to see this recognized by non-Catholics,
particularly as many of them here in
this country have been wont to see in
her something the very opposite.
Nevertheless, we always view with
wary eye those compliments to the
Chureh's conservatism which are set
forth (for public consumption) by men

Tried Everything
Then D.D.D. Cured

This was the experiene of Mrs, Geo. |
Newman, of Orangeville, Ont. She |
wrote in Jan,, 1910 : ‘

«] was terribly troubled with eczema |
on my face, neck and hands for four |
years. I tried cverything I had heard
tell of, then saw your advertisement in |
the paper, sent for a trial bottle of
D. D. D, used it on my face and got
well, It is now two years and no re
turn of the eczema. I consider I am
cured and it certainly was a blessing to |
me.” |

No matter how terribly you suffer |
from eczema, salt| rheum, ringworm or
any other skin disease, you will feel in- ‘
stantly soothed and the itch relieved at |
once when a few drops of this compound
0il of Wintergreen, Thymol, Glycerine,
eto., is applied. The cures all seem to
be permanent, too.

the D. D. D. Laboratories, Dept. B., 49

(For sale by all Druggists.)

liberty, who den at the gates of wealth,

For free trial bottle of D. D. D, write l

Colborne St., Toronto. \

that, no matter how many flue compli-
ments she wins from those who would
like to see in her a sort of private war-
Sacred

Heart Review.

———

[HE ANNUNCIATION

A delicately beautiful and touching
coincidence occurs when, as in this year,
the feast of the Annunciation of our
Blessed Lady falls on the same day as
the Fourth Sunday in Lent. The An
nuneiation festival eelebrates that joy
ous hour when the meek Virgin of Nazar
eth became, through the divine power
of God the MHoly Gnost, the spotiess
mother of the Good-man, Jesus Christ.
Remaining still a virgin, she was never
theless a mother ; and, through her Son
she is the mother of all the human race
for whom He came to earth and lived
and died.

By a quaint custom in some parts of
England, the Fourth Sunday in Lent
gained the name of “Mothering Sunday, '

Jerusalem, which is above, is free,
which is our mother.” Lads and lassies
out at service went home that day to
their mothers, with gifts of “simnel
cakes,” as they were called, or of movey,

orthe like, snd the pretty couplet musie- |

ally said :

“Who goes a mothering
Finds violets in the lane.”

In the offices of the Catholic Chureh,
this mid-Lent Sunday is *Lictare Sun-
day,” the Sunday of Rejoicing ; and
signs and sounds of joy are permitted in

the churches, which, on the Iulluwmg‘

Sunday will be draped in purple ; and
that day will be Passion Sunday, when
we begin to follow towards Gethsemane
and Calvary the worn and weary foot-
steps or our suffering Lord.

How wonderfully and how tenderly

| does Almighty God furnish us with help

to bear our trials! How kindly He

gives us gleams of sunshine, blooms of |
flowers, songs of birds, to cheer our

prise
“Oh, grandpa’ she said, “have you
two?"

In a small country town a erowd had
gathered to see the first electric car
started, and during the preparation one
old lady was loud in her prediction of
failure.

“1t'll never go!
exclaimed over and over again.

When, however, the motorman moved
the switeh the old lady stared as the car
glided steadily away, and, as it gained
speed and was rapidly disappearing in

the distance, she declared, with firm |

convietion
“1t'1l never stop! It'll never stop!"”

A newly made magistrate was gravely
absorbed in a formidable document.
Raising his keen eyes, he said to the
man who stood patiently awaiting the
award of justice: “Oficer, what is this
man charged with?”

“Bigotry, your worship. He's got
three wives,” replied the oflicer.

The new justice rested his elbows on
the desk and placed his finger tips to
gether.

“Officer,” he said, somewhat sternly,
“what's the use of all this education, all
these evening schools, all the technical

| classes an' what not 2 Please re member,

in any future like case, that a man who
has married three wives has not com-
mited bigotry but trigonowmetry. Pro=-

| geed.” Lincoln State Journal.

|
|
|

|
|
|
|
|

days, and stars to cheer our |

nights, and alway
joy of the Real Presence in the Blessed
Sacrament, and the comfort of his
Mothe
vert, Cardinal Newman, says : “It is the

boast of the Catholic religion that it has
| the gift of making the young heart

ays in the Church the

|
|

s love, The great English con- |

|
|

chaste : and why is this, but that it |
gives us Jesus as our Food, and Mary as |

our nursing mother ?"

And Father Rus-

|
|

gel, S. J., quotes another English con- |

vert, a woman, as saying ; “The Catholic
Chureh possesses the Bucharist, the |
| most complete and perfect gift of God to
| man ; the Catholic Church produces vir-
ginity, the most complete and perfect
gift of man to God. 1 think perfect
truth must be where there is perfect

love.”

twenty-{ilth of Ms

accurate sense, began, find that they a
led by Mary's motherly care ever ne

and uearer to Jesus,and that they are

|
|

‘!

Those who draw near in loving faith
| to that virgin-mother whom Jesus
| came Himself as her little Child, on that
h, when, all unknown
| to men, the Christian era, in a very

kept ever more securely in the safe fold |

of His Church. Let us cherish and fos-
ter inour daily lives an ever-increasing
tender devotion to the mother of our
| Redeemer. Who loved His mother
better than all of us together could by

any possibility love her.

Yet, let us ask of (iod an ever deeper |

love of Mary. It will be one of the

greatest helps towards keeping us fer-

|
|
|

vent, pure, steadfast to bear trial, silent |

and calm. Let us ask this great grace

especially on this beautiful Sunday, |

Mothering Sunday, Lwmetare Sunday

Mid-lent Sunday,—Refreshment Sunday, |

too, as it has been called, because the
gospel tells us of the food given to the
hungry crowd, a type of the Blessed

Sacrament that ever refreshes our soul
|

paint

be recoated without removing
the old coat Alaly

the most durable, eco

7

[ f.» nomical and sanitary
[lansme wall coating in the
| world to-day It is

indorsed by leading

et —_—

When it clearly appears that there is
a real confliet between them, human
rights must bave the upper hand, for

| property belongs to man and not man

to property.

/

that gratifies the particular |
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THE “CHAIN PRAYER” AGAIN

It seems strange that the so-called
“ohain prayer,” so widely circulated a
fow years ago should still find those so

ignorant of Catholie nsa

v and dootrine

goure; certainly it did not

among  Catholies. Its  purpot the
same, though the wording of the var-
! ious seribes is different. Within the
past month a lady of this city has re
ceived two copies of the “prayer,” as
follow

AN ANCIENT PRAYE! Fol Yot
Oh Lord! 1 implore Thee bless all

mankind and deliver us from all evil by
the Precions Blood Jesus and take us to
dwell with Thee in eternity

This was sent to me as | send it to
you. It is said in Jerusalem that he
who will not copy it will meet with
great misfortunes.  But he who will
! copy it each day for nine days, sending
a copy to a friend will on the ninth day
receive a great joy. You must eopy it
the day you receive it, makea wish in
copying and not break the chain.

(Do not sign your name.)

This is herewith printed in (ull to
again give warning to Catholics that
such “cireular prayers” have not the
| sanetion of the Church, and to advise
| them to do all in their power to put
| down the foolish and superstitious prac
tice,—CUatholic Columbia.
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