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standards exist now, but they are rare
ly honored. We were reminded of this
while reading a laudatory
We know that literary com-
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him without | o

stint. Catholics, however, are notunder |

the sway of such, and Catholie prin-
ciples forbid them to pay
to Thousands

without

criticism. also
the
literary cesspools. The
plot and knowledge of the seamy side of
human nature may be beautiful and in-
tricate and correct, but all this is no
exense for permitting it to befoul the
aright,

such

diction and

Taine, if we remember
condemned Balzic's works as immoral.
very young and
persons who say they can swallow in
sueh stuflf without Well, they
either forget the lessons of the cate chism

soul,

There are foolish

harm,

been to confession
or they are too
ifftighted by any
violations of decency. And we have
seen some of these individ
nals go lar in the path that leads to
destru:tion. They who play near
spiritual death, proclaiming the while
their immunity from danger, suggest
that young lady from Riga
“Who went for a ride on a tiger
They returned fron, u. .4

With the Jady insiae )
And a smile on the face cf the tiger.”

e e e 2 e e et 8

I'HE JAPANESE,

or they have not
for time,
depraved to

some
be

foolish

It appears that scme American
traders baving an idea that the Japan-
ese were simple folk, with no thonght
above a fan and a flower festival, de-
termined to show them new ways of
losing their money. They know
better now. They discovered that the
Oriental was more than a match for
them in buying and The
moves on to which they based their
hopes of success were checkmated time
and again by their opponents, who
dazed the men from the west with a
display of astuteness and elusiveness.
IPorthwith we heard a doleful story to
the effect that the rules which govern
commerce in thess countries are not in
honor among the Japanese. But these
people do not want our rules. They
do not ask for Christianity which is
supposed to inform our rules. One of
their leaders, Marquis Ito, stated some
time ago that religion of any kind is a
form of superstition and therefore a
possible source of weakness to a na-
tion. The game of commerce played
by individuals who believe the fore
going is apt to have surprises for the
foreigner, however adroit.

We should, however, think twice be-
fore assuming that the robes of our
trade are unstained and that all the
gentlemen who are after the dollar
walk ever in the narrow path of honesty.
Bishop Spalding says: ** Our capital is
fast becoming the most inhuman, the

selling.
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| their clergy to assist at the remarriages
of divorced
sent to the House of Deputies, where it

convention of a canon forbidding

persons. That canon was

was promptly nullified. The Bishops,
whose legislative action was thus set
aside, had then a splendid opportunity

demonstrating they had rights and
duties which counld not be coutravened
by the laity.
dignity and surrendered to the
House of Deputies. Bat real Bishops
by the Holy Ghost to the
Church of God would have imparted
needed

They, however, pocketed

rule

much information to the

position of the layman in the Church,

as
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I'HE DOWNWARD GRADE.

ON

One of the speakers, Rev. Dr. Lewis
of Philadelphia, said, in reference to the
evil of divorce : ** In the thirty four
years ending in 1891 there were OV
divorces in all
same period in the United States there
were 00,000 That
that the homes of 1,100,000 men and
women were broken up, and as many
children were deprived of real homes.
if the same ratio is maintained there
will be 3,000,000 divorces in the next
thirty four years, and 6,000,000 persons
without homes."’

Well may men stand aghast at the
havoe wrought by divorce in the home !
And a nation that cannot boast of the
influence of true motherhocd is on the
downward grade.

e—————

Canada, During the

divorces. means

ARE CATHOLICS BIGOTED ?

LODGED AGAINST
FAITHF UL,
By Rev, Beriram Woolveratan, S, J,
“ Catbolies are so bigoted "’

OFTEN THE

insisted upon as it.

men
expression,
correct which is not so.
ine a little.
What is a ** bigot 2"’
A bigot, we are told, is ‘' a person

guage. Vol. 1., p. 269.)
source we further learn that **
stinate '’ signifies ** pertinaciously ad-
hering
firmly in resolution ; not
reason, arguments or other means ;

Having got thus far, we ‘

selvos :  ** Are Catholies obstinately

ticular religious creed ? s
NOT A MATTER OF ‘‘OPINION.

times asserted
Catholic Chureh, the truths
tianity- were from first to last
matters of opinion. Buabt this is
the case.

Almighty God. If this be not so

A JESUIT FATHER'S REPLY TO A CHARGE

Probably no statement concerning
(atholics is so often or so vehemently
“Bigoted ' is a
good full-mouthed word, and this fact
may account for its frequent employ-
But, be it ever so emphatic an
nothing will ever make that
Let us exam-

who is obstinately and unreasonabiy

From the same
ob-

to an opinion of purpose ; fixed
yielding to
in
a better sense, undevitatingly persist-
ent.’! (The same, Vvol. Ill,, p. 201)
we may ask our-

and unreasonably wedded to their par-

This might easily be so as 18 some-
by those outside the
of Chris-
mere

not
The traths of the Christian
religion are matters of revelation by

constituted a Church having power to
teach, endowed with special gitts for
that work, infallible and enduring for
all time. Now, let the sceker after
truth ask hiwmseli: ** Where is that
Charch now? Does no body elaim to
be the descendant of the early Church,
and the inberitor of its powers?"
Churches abound, but only one dares to
claim such descent and demand obedi
ence in God’s Name—the Roman Cath-
olic Church, Sh cau point to
her line of pastors commenecing with
the Apostles and ending with her pre-

one

sent Bishops. All that the others can
do is to assert that the *‘ Church of
Itome hath erred in matters

of taith.,” (Book of Com. Prayer, Art
Religion xix.) In plain words they
assert that the only Church known to
have existed from Apostolic times—to
which was promised Divine gaidance —
has erred, and that consequently the
promise of Christ in its regard is of no
effect. But Catholics all over the
world, with full coufidence in God's
promises, believe that their Church has
authority from Him to instract them,
and this for all time.
AUTHORITY FROM
It follows, therefore, that the Roman
Catholic Church is not one of number-
less sects or persuasions—but the only
Chureh having authority from God to
lead mankind to salvation. We are
now in a position to ask the question :
“ Are Roman Catholies bigoted, i. e.,
obstinately and unreasonably wedded
to their particular religious creed T
And the answer must be : ** No,”" for
where the teaching of the Church ap-
pointed by God is concerned there is
no place for ‘' reason, arguments or
other means.’’ If “*obstinate’’ be taken
* in a botter sense '’ as meaning ‘‘un
deviatingly persistent '’ in our adhec-
ence and obedience to Holy Church,
then we willingly admit ourselves to be
80, and this for the simple reason that
there is no other course open to us.
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A LESSON IN CHARITY.

PRESIDENT  ROOSH VELT'S TRIBUTE 10
A CATHOLIO CITIZEN OF WASHING-
1'ON.

GOD.

Speaking at a meeting held a few
days ago in Washington, under the
auspices of the Young Men's Christian
Association, President Roosevelt, when
introducing Rev, Charles Waguer, the
author of **The Simple Life said:

As an example of what can be done,
and should be done, by the individual
citizen, I shall mention something that
recdnt)y occurred in the city of Wash-
ington —a thing that doubtless many of

wedded to a particular religious creed, you know about, .hn( vlvhu.-lh ““C |u‘“—-
opinion, practice or ritual ; a person | known to me until r«xu-:‘x& y. lk'( \t
who is illiberally attached to avy weeks ago when I was :m d'm:'
opinion or system of pelief.”” (Ogil- | back  from church' one 5 Sun -”i
vie's Imp. Dict. of the Fnglish Lan- I noticed a great ire  and

found that it was Downey's livery
stable—yon recollect it, three or four
weeks ago, when the livery stable
burned. Through a train of circum
stances that I need not mention, my
attention was particularly called to
the case, and I looked into it. 1 had
long known of the very admirable work
done with singnlar modesty and self-
effacement by Mr. Downey in trying
to give homes to the homeless and to
be himself a iriend of those in a pecu-
liar sence friendless in this eommunity,
and I now by aceident, found out what
had happened in connection with this
particular incident. It appears tlgu,
last spring Mr. Downey started to build
a new livery stable ; his stable is next
door to a colored Baptist church. Mr.
Downey is a white man and a Catholic
and these neighbors of his are colored

’

they did and got his horses all out, 8o i

that none of them were burned, al-
though he suffered otherwise a total
loss. Now I call that a practical ap-

plication ¢f Mr, Wagner's teachings.
tlere in Washington we have a right
to be proud of a citizen like Mr. Dow
ney, and if only we can develop
enough such citizens we shall turn out
just the kind of community that does
not need to but will always be glad to
study “The Simple Life,”" the author
of which [ now introduce to you.

FRIENDSHIP.

[HE ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF
TRUE FRIENDSHIP, DECLARES CAR
DINAL GINBONE, ARE THOSE OF SELF
SACRIFICE, TRUTH, DISINTERESTED-
NEsS, VIRTUE AND CONSTANCY.

“ Friendship,”” was the title of Car-
dinal Gibbons' regular monthly ser
mon at Iligh Mass at the Cathedral
yesterday morning. The Cathedral
was crowded with worshipers and the
Cardinal's eloquent discourse on the
ties that bind one human being to an-
other fell upon eager, attentive ears.
I'ne Cardinal said in part:

*“ Among the titles given to St. John
the Baptist, whose name figures in the
Gospel of to-day, there is none so en-
dearing as the title of ** Friend of
Jesus Christ, the bridegroom.’"

*“ Among the blessings and enjoy-
ments of this life there are few that
can be compared in value to the pos-
session of a faithful friend, who will
pour the truth into your heart, though
you may wince under it—a friend who
will defend you when you are unjustly
assailed by the tongue of calumny, wbo
will not forsake you when you have
tallen into disgrace, who will eounsel
you in your doubts and perplexities,
who will open his purse to aid yon with-
oat expecting any return of funds, who
will rejoice at your prosperity and
grieve at your adversity, who will add
to your joys and diminish your sorrows
by sharing in both.

“ The Holy Scripture in the follow-
ing passage describes the value of a
loyal friend : ‘A faithful friend, and
he who hath found him hath found a
treasure. Nothing can be compared to
a taithful friend, and no weight of gold
or silver is able to counterbalance the
goodness of his fidelity. A faithful
triend is the medicine of lite and im
mortality, and they that fear God shall
find him,

“* A faithful friend is a strong de
fense.’ When you are openly eor
socretly assailed by an enemy, or when
any danger threatens you, your friend

will rush to your aid, regardless ol
personal danger. He will make your

cause his own. A beautiful example
of this quality of friendship is farnished
in the Book of Kings. So close was
the friendship between Jonathan and
David that, as the sacred text ex-
presses it: ‘The soul of Jonathan was
knit in the soul of David." When the
enmity of Saul was aroused against
David, and when he resolved through
enmity to slay him, Jonathan, his
sterling friend, hastened to apprise
David of the danger which threatened
him and to hide him in a place of
security. He then so eloquently
pleaded hefore his father the innocence
of his friend that Saul promised to be
reconciled to David.

“+He that hath found a {riend hath
found a treasure.’ A poo. man may he
said to be rich in the midst ot his
poverty so long as he enjoys the in-
terior suashine of a devoted friend.
The wealthiest of men, on the contrary,

is poor and miserable if he has no

associated with Pablicans and sir ?
['herefore, though we are sinners S
our friend, for He came not to « i\
righteouns, but sinners to repentance,

** Friendship has certain essential
characteristics without which it
worthy of the name. The basis ol (rue
friendship is self-saerifice, disintorest-
edness, truth virtue, and constaney.
It is commonly said that *there is
honor even among thieves,” But thore
can be no honor when t:e aims and
pursuits of lifeare vicious.

* You may have iriends vho possess
the qualities of friendship, but Jesus

Christ alone possesses thew all in a per-
fect degree.

** No man has made so greab a gacri
fico for a friend as Christ has made
for us, * Greater love than this
no man hath, that a man lay down
his life for his friends." Jesus
has done more than this for us.  When
we were His enemies He made us His
friends and then He surrendered Ilis
life for ue. [le has shown a stronger
friendship for us than Damon has shown
for Pythias, or than Jonathan has for
David. Like Damon, e has become a
prisoner and a hostage for us that we
might enjoy the liberty of the children
oi God. But more than Damon, He has
died that we might live. He has laid
down His lite for His friends. Like
Jonathan He has pleaded our cauve
before His father, but greater than
Jonathan, He has become the victim of
His Father's justice, that we might
escapoe His Father's vengeance,
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sinners, but o Apostles. 'l
true, but for your comfort I can
you that Jesus is called in 10
the * Friend of sinners,’” aod did not
His enemies reproach Him because He

“ Where will you find a triendship so |
disinterested as that of Jesus Christ ? |

In possession of your friendship He has
nothing to gain, if deprived of your
friendship He has nothing to lose.
You are all the gainers in enjoying His
blessed society. You are all the losers
when it is withdrawn from you. You
come to Him empty-handed, or, if you
nave a gift to offer Him, it is the fruit
of His bounty. He comes to you laden
witn gifts. He brings to you joy and
interior sunshine. He brings you peace
and tranguility of heart. The words
which He spoke to you in the Gospel
linger in your memory like some delic-
ious fragrance. And yet how little re
morse we experience in losing the
triendship of Jesus ! If, through our
own fault, we are separated from the
society of a friend we are dejected and
inconsolable ; but if we lose the friend-
ship of Jesus, through mortal sin, we
are in a state of stupid indifference,
though in parting from Him we are de
prived of a treasure which the world
cannot purchase.

The triendship of Jesus is constant
and persevering. No matter how
strong and tender may be the ties
of friendship that bind you to others,
these friends will be withdrawn from
you by force of circumstances, or they
may abandon you through infidelity, or
be removed by death. But no power
on earth can separate you from the
friendship of Jesus against your wi'l,
It you lose His friendship it will be
through your own fault. Ile will be
the last to leave you and the first
to welcome you. In order to be re
stored to His friendship you have only
to enter the secret chamber of your
heart and invite Him thither by hamble
prayer and te will presently be with
you, as He was with the disciples going
to Kmmanus, and you will feel the joy
of His presence, as they did when they
exclaimed : *“ Was not our heart burn-
ing within us while He spoke in the
way 2"’ He will always be with you.
You may enjoy Hfs company
day and night, alone and in public.
He will be the last to say farewell to
you on earth and the first to greet you
in Heaven. And how consoling it is to
have Him with you! *When Jesus is
present,’ says Kempis, ‘all is well and
nothing seems diflicult.  When Jesus is
absent everythind is hard, To be
without Jesus is a grievous hell ; to be
with Jesus is a sweet Paradise.’

“It goes without saying that yom
should love your Divine Friend as lie
has first loved you. You should love
Him more than any earthly creature,
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habits of society.’

X

Donies That

Any Division Es
Irish Party

anoth Ysplit'’ in
Irish party, coming across the watex
last week, disconrage and disheartened
many in this country who are

Rumors of

the

expects
of great thinge as a result of the pres-
ence in the British Houge of Commons
of a united body of Irish repres
entatives. John O Callaghan of
Boston, secretary of the ['nited Trisk
League of America,
returned from the old
that any

theatened.

who has
country,
such *‘split”’ exists or iw

“¥ amin a position ,”’ says
Mr. O'Callaghan, “‘to give that state
ment a complete and absolute contra
diction. It is a lie made ont of

just
deunjes

whole

nv}(»L‘\., and spread in America by the
Knglish enemies of the [vish ea for
the purpose of dampening the ardos
and destroying the eonthusiasn ik
support, of the United Iris!
which has enabled the Irish party te
carry everything before it for the past
year or two.”'—Nacred Heart Review,
SH——
A GREAT CATHOLIC FAMILY
Father Bernard Vaughan, brother ol
he lat s Oorganized a concer

recently i lon by which over $10,
OU0 was roalis nadof p

in the sloms ol the bi it

singeirs of world wide fame,

Madame Patti, gave their ser
gratuitously. Noticing the concert

project when the arrangements for it
were being made, a London non Catho
lic paper, the Pall Mail
marked that

*The Vanghan family takes a promia-
ence in modern religious life, by reasom
of the enormons enthusiasm which al ways
accompanies their words and works.
For the concert in question Mme. Patti
has promised to sing ; Miss Ada Croas-
ley and Mr. Santley will also assist ;
even Kubelik has offered his sorvices,
and a northern select choir will also be
present to give their heip. Such are
the fruits of an enthusiasm which pro-
duced the first Archbishop of Sydoey,
the third Archbishop of Westminis-
ter, the saintly Clare Vaughav, the
indefatigable Jesuit, Father Bornard,
and Father Kenelm. In Westminister
Cathedral the wmusic relied upon the
Cardinal's enconragement almost crea-
tion; and in this more mundane coneert
his brother is again proving the genius
of the family ; nor should it be torgotten
that even another brother,
ome Vaughan created at  Fort
Augustus in the Highlands, the great
est school of Plain Chant that we pos
sess, probably, in the British Isles.”

This is high but eminently deserved
praise for a family which has given
nearly all its male members of the pres
ent generation to the active service of

Gazette, re-

Father Jor-
has

the Church. -New York Freeman's
Journal,
FISE Ry P TON
A Good Habit to Encourage,
The Catholic Oitizen desires to ewn-

courage the habitof contributing among
children. This habit, says the Citizen,
* has an educating influence that the
Church will find highly advantageous
when the boy and girl have grown to
manhood and womanhood. The di
tion that willingly offers the pen
youth, will respond to larger calls ir
after years. A want of this generous
gpirit has been noticed in the rising
generation. I parents would i g
their children tn a spirit of free
ing towards the Church Mg
them invariably take part in the yrdin
ary Sunday collection, an improvement
wounld soon be discernable in this re.
spect.’’

by

It is easier to enrich ourselves wibly
a thousand virtues than to correct ouvs
selves of a single fault,
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