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Hacred Aeart Heview.
WNE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO-
OLIC CHURCH.

BY A PROTENTANT THEOLOGIAN.
CCOLXXXIX,

It is a good while since I cited any-
thing from that Spanish-American
paper, the organ of a leading Ameri-
ean denomination, to which I have
given the English name of the Cham
pion, not caring to designate precisely
the country in which it is printed, or
the American church which pub-
lishes it.

It is some time since this paper con-
tained anything calling for very
special attention. However, in a simi-
lar paper of Dec. 1, there is an article
by one of the Spanish (or Todian) con-
verts, which seems to show that the
real history of the Reformation is
about as well understood among the
new Protestants of Spanish America a8
‘among the old Protestants of Saxon
Ameriea, that is, that it is genuinely
misunderstood.

My remarks on this late article will
involve more or less of repetition of
that which I have already repeated
several times. However, it is only by
4 line upon line "’ that certain invet-
erate notions of ours concerning the
reality of early Lutheranism can per
haps be at least loosened in our brains.

This writer, whose name is Ibanez,
has been considering the question,
whether Protestanti-m is opposed to
Patriotism. He vehemently denies
this, and with good right. Indeed, it
may rather be objected to Protestant-
ism, that it not only treats nationalism
as a legitimate and in many ways bene
ficent sentiment, which it is, but that
it often speaks of it as an integral part
of the Christian religion, which it as-
suredly is not. Indeed, an essential
distinction between Christianity and
Judaism is, that Judaivm is intrinsic-
ally national, and that Christianity is
not. No one is really a Jew who is not
mationally a Jew, and who does not
lament, as the greatest of calamities,
that his nation has not now a territory
and a government of her own. Re-
formed Judaism is simply a deism, or
pantheism, or atheism, having little
that is Jewish about it, except an im-
placable hatred of Christianity. Zion-
ism, and that alone, is genuine and
practical Judaism.

No one is religiously the brother of
a Jew who is not mationally such, and
who does not account all other allegi-
ance secondary and accidental. Kmil
Reich, a high authority, decidedly in-
timates sympathy with this definition
of Judaism. On the other hand, two
Christians are spiritually brethren,
however diverse, or even hostile, their
nations may be. True, national feeling
is sadly apt to warp and abate religiouns
wnity, but this is confessedly an im-
perfection, against which the Gospel
incessnntly  strives. ‘* In  Christ
Jesus,”” says St. Paul, ‘¢ there is
neither Greek, Jew, nor Scythian.”

True, it is strongly objected to the
Catholic Church, also, that, her
centre being at Rome, she has in effect
become the Italian Church, and is
always endeavoring to obtrude Italian-
ism everywhere, to the extinction of
the distinctive tempers of other na
tional churches. There are few Pro
testants who would not hold that there
is force in this eriticism, and that it
largely explains the revolt of the
Northern races from Rome. The great
advantage of having a centre of organ-
ism is apt to involve certain disadvan-
tages and limitations, which ean only
be slowly oversome. As Dr. Lambert
and Father Phelan have well remarked,
the Greeks have been held aloot from
RRome for under the fear that
Latinism will try to swallow them up.
Therefore Beaedict XIV. and
X1II. have held it incumbent on them
solemnly to assurs the lasterns that
they hy no means hold Catholicity to
be identical with Latinism, either in
rite, language, or immediate adminis
tration and discipline,

When some Pope arises who shall
address himsell with equal energy to
convinee the Protestants that Teuton-
ism may enjoy its legitimate distinet-
ivencss without always warring with
the ancient centre of unity, and with-
out giving itselt over to 8o many erra-
tic negativisms of doetrine, the Reo
formation will find it much harder than
now to maintain itself in its character
of a revolt, and much easier than now
to maintain itsell so {ar as it is really a
reformation. Meanwhile, those Cardi-
nals, Bishops, and writers, are assured
Iy not working against Catholieity, but
for it, who would be glad to see the
Sacred College representative of uni-
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versal Christendom, and Popes once
more freely chosen, as in the early
ages, from among Italians, Gireeks,

Syrians, Spaniards, I'renchmen, Gor-
mans, or from among the Knglish, Irish,
Americans or Brazilians, all which
would by no means preclude a gen ral

Italian prosideney. lic as well, should own, at least, the
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than belongs to the temper of Puritan-
ism or Methodism. I peed not speak
of the Quakers, who are hardly Pro-
testants in the historical sense, especi-
ally as they have always maintained
the Catholiec doctrine of Justification
thongh more or less troubled by a
mystic indefiniteness.

Walter Pater, who, not being a pro-
fessed believer, maintains a certain
detachment of temper, speaks of the
sudden rense of enlargement sometimes
felt by Protestants in passing over to
Roman Catholic communion. Now cer-
tainly a sense of enlargement means
Liberty. Moreover, that reformed
Church which is noted for its * roomi-
ness,’’ is precisely the Church against
which Evangelicals— excellent people,
but not untouched with pietistic nar-
rowness—are continually thundering as
* Romanism slightly disguised.”’.

However, our friend Ibanez will de-
clare that Rome says she rests on the
Bible, but that the Reformation rests
on it indeed. Does this mean that
Rome is hypocritical, but Protestant-
ism sincere ? Of course that puts an
end to controversy. Maintain that
Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria,
Origen, Athanasius, Basil, the two
Gregories, John of Damascus, the
Hilarys, Cyprian, Ambrose, Augustine,
Leo the Great and Gregory the Great,
Anselm, Bernard, Aquinas, Bonaven-
ture, and all the great and holy livers
and thinkers that are in the line of
Catholic development, drew from the
Bible only in name, and not in inward
intention, thereby making out Chris-
tianity, throughout most of its history,
t) have been only a fiction and illusion,
and it is not worth contending for any
longer.

Perhaps though some one may £ay :
Doubtless these wise and excellent
Christians meant to follow the Bible,
and have done s0 as concerns the doc-
trine of (iod, the Trinity, Creation,
Providence, Incarnation, Redemption,
Christian Morality and E'ernal Life.
However, as concerns various import-
ant, though secondary doctrines, they
have insensibly diverged widely from
Seripture. Now the Reformation, re-
taining all the fundamental Christian-
ity of Catholicism, which it bad no
occasion to revise, has gone back at
first hand to the Scripture for every-
thing else. Therefore it rests on the
Bible more completely though not of
pecessity more sincerely, than the
Church of Rome.

It would be hard to make out from
what part of the Bible Luther got his
virtually antinomian doctrine of Justi
fication, so glaringly at odds with
saint Paul, and with the Saviour Him-
sa1f. And do the occasional strong
words of the Seripture concerning God's
omnipotent activity in men's hearts
necessarily lead to Calvin's horribile
decretum, with all its grisly concomi-
tants? The truth is, the Reformers
first framed their systems-—often widely
discordant—and then ratified them, as
best they could, by Seripture.

CHARLES C. STARBUCK.
Andover, Mass.

ASH WEDNESDAY.

The first day of Lent is called Ash
Wednesday because on that day it is
the custom of the custom of the Catho-
lic Church to place on the foreheads of
her children blessed ashes made from
palms kept from the Palm Sunday cer
emonies of the previous year. The
priest prays over the ashes, asking Al-
mighty God, Who once granted His
pardon to the Ninivites doing penance
in sackeloth and ashes, to grant unto
us so to imitate their penance that we
may follow them in obtaining forgive-
ness. Then, after sprinkling the ashes
thrice with holy water, saying, * Thon
shall sprinkle me, O Lord, with hyssop
and I sha!l be cleansed : Thou shalt
wash me, and [ shall be whiter than
snow.”” he incenses the ashes thrice,
and then places them on the ford heads
of the people kneeling at the sanctuary
rail, saying to one the solemn
words of the **Memento, homo’’:

“ Remember, O man, that dust thou
art, and unto dust thou shalt return.’’

It is a noticeable fact that on Ash
Wednesday the churches are crowded
for the receiving of ashes, as likewise
on Good Friday for the kissing of the
These two occasions seem to
to have power to call forth in a pecu-
liar manner the Catholicism of the
people, and it is a marvelous sight to
wateh the throngs that press forward
to the rails to fulfil these ancient cus-
toms of their old mother Church., Tt will
be well for us all to drive home to our
hearts the deep, underlying signifi-
cance of this reception of the ashes, tle
sizn of deeay and death. In this con-
nection we woald urge upon our readers
the benefit they wounld experience in
following carefully the sacred offices of
the Chureh’s holy seasons in her author-
izod manuals., Each devout Catholie
who desires to be an intelligent Catho-
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Cross.

FIVE-MINUTES SERMON.

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany.

THE FRIENDSHIP OF GOD.
“1 will not now call you servan's; for t'e
servsnts knoweth not what His Lo d dotb.
But I have called you f iecds: because all
thing+ whatsoever I have hesrd from My
Father, I nave made knowa to you,” (3. John
xv. 15)

Could our Blessed Lord be plainer ?
The proof of His friendship is plainly
stated ; it is the knowledge of the truth.
What we call the faith is the founda-
tion of the divine friendship ; a clear
knowledge of things divine revealed by
the Father of Light through His only
beggotten Son, accepted by us and (=
lieved with a spiritual power of under-
standing far above nature's powers.

I think, brethren, that you know

something of that primary Christian
virtue of Faith, and also of the state of
mind it produces. So I want you to
consider the meaning of those words,
“But I have called you friends.”
Friend is a tender name, and friendship
is a precious title. To be sure we are
children of God by the grace of divine
faith. But haven't you noticed that
children sometimes feel awkward and
timid in the presence of their father?
But there is no such estrangement be-
tween one in the state of grace and His
Heavenly Father. Has he been a
deadly foe of God and then sought
reconciliation? No unpleasant awk-
wardness remains; no bitter recollec-
tions rankle in God's memory ; the for-
giveness is perfect. The very need of
confession and penance makes it but
the more perfect, for it gives us some
shadow of right to the sweet title of
friend. Sinner! if you will return to
the divine friendship all will be for-
gotten.
There is no such thing as even a re-
spectful timidity: the freedom and
familiarity of a friend is added to the
rights and duties of a son. True friend-
ship produces equality, and divine
grace so raises us above the state of
creatures, by which we are only ser-
vants, that we have a sort of equality
with God. We are children of God;
we are brethren and co-heirs with the
Eternal Son of God, making us worthy,
in a really true sense, of God's inti-
mate friendship. Is not this a great
wonder ? Do you think that you can
ever do enough to show your apprecia-
tion of this friendship? Well might
St. Gregory the Great say: ‘' Oh!
how wonderful is the mercy of our
Creator ; we are not even good servants
of His, and now He calls us His
friends !"’

St. Augustine, in his Confessions,
mentions an occurrence that had much
to do with his conversion: Two young
men were members of the court of the
Roman emperor, seeking the imperial
favor, the monarch's friendship being
the highest ambition. Happening one
day to enter a lonely cottage together,
they saw a little book on the table.
It happened to be the life of St. An-
thony of the desert. They read the
book through and were charmed with
it. It showed them how that wonder-
ful saint had sought the divine friend-
ship, and with how great success.

¢ Whose friendship do we strive
after?”’ they said toeach other. **For
the obtaining of whose favor do we
dedicate our whole lives ? That of an
earthly monarch, whose friendship is
full of danger and rivalries and blood-
shed, and at best must pass with him
self into the grave.”’ So they resolved
to quit the court, and in retirement
and prayer to cultivate an intimate and
delightful union with the truest of
friends, our Heavenly Father. Breth
ren, the friendship of no mortal being,
even the purest and noblest, can ever
satisty your hearts. God alone can Le
such a friend as you need, and if you
like, His friendship is yours to bhave
and to retain for ever.

IMITATION OF CHRIST.

OF A PURE AND FULL RESIGNATION Ol

OURSELVES FOR OBTAINING FREEDOM

OF HEART.

Leave thyself, son, and thou shalt
find me.

Stand without choice or any selfseek-
ing. and thon wilt always gain.

For greater grace will always be
added to thee, when thou hast perfectly
given up thyself without resuming thy-
self again.

Diseiple. Lord, how often shall 1T
resign myself, and in what things shall
I leave myself ?

Christ., Always and at all times; as
in little, so also in great; I make uo
exception, but will have thee to be
found in all things divested of thyself.

Otherwise how canst thou be mine
and | thine, unless thou be both within
and without freed from ali self-will 2

The sooner thou effectest this, the
better will it be for thee ; and the more
fully and sincerely thou dost it, the
more wilt thou please me and the more
wilt thou gaim.

God is Reigning.

The law of attraction is greater than
the law of revulsion, organization is
greater than disit tegration, good than
ovil, virtue than vice, heaven than hell,
Then why grow mis
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NestLE's Foop

has stood the most exacting tests of
several generations. It is so easily
assimilated that the most delicate
baby thrives on it. Made only of
pure cow's milk, and nceds only
water to prepare it for use.

Let us send you, free of charge,a
sample package of Nestlé’'s Food
containing sufficient for eight full
meals.

Send us a postal card.

LEEMING MILES & CO.
Canadian Agents
MONTREAL

KEEP HOLY THE SABBATH.

Some time ago we showed that we
were obliged to render to God not only
an interior but also an exterior wor-
ship. This for the reason that man is
a being composed of both a soul and a
body. Both are the work of God,
therefore both must render God, their
Creator, this honor. As in the very
first of God's commandments we were
oharged with rendering Him this in-
terior worship, so in the third, *‘re-
member thou keep holy the Sabbath
day,” we bhave enjoined upon us the
obligation of exterior worship.

It is for this very purpose that a
particular day of the week was set
apart and wholly dedieated to God.
And this, too, from the very begiuning
of the world. **Six days thou shalt
labor and do all thy work, but the
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God.”” The word Sabbath means
rest, commemorating God's act on the
seventh day of creation. I the Jewish
calendar this day corresponded with
oar Saturday.

Here we observe that our Sabbath 1
of a day different from that of the Jew:,
and it may be a matter for eonquiry.
Why, then,and by whom, may be asked,
was the change made? Briefly the
answer is that the ceremonial part of
the Mosaic law was to cease at the
death of Our Lord. Toindicate, there-
fore, that all the Jewish ceremonies
were at an end ; to commemorate the
resurrection of Our Lord ; the descent
of the Holy Ghost and the establish-
ment of the reign of Christ in the New
Law, the Apostles changed the Sabbath
from Saturday to Sunday, the universal
day of rest and worihip for the Chris
tian world.

In addition to rendering God our ex-
terior worship on this particular day
we should also pay Him homage every
day. The reasons for this we saw when
reviewing the petition in the Lord’s
Prayer. But it was this day which the
Lord blessed and made holy, therefore
it is the duty of all according to the
commandment to keep it boly. Nor is
it a rigorous law. On the contrary,
does it not show God's great considera-
tion to man. Six days He assigns us
for our temporal interests, asking but
one for Himself and our own spiritual
welfare. If there were no positive
commandment, therefore, gratitude
would prompt us to holy observance of
the ds

To insuro t cgnlt the Chnreh has
prescribed that he must all hear Mass
on that day under the penalty of mor-
tal sin. But are there not many dere-
lics ?-many who do not comply with
the law at all and many whose compli-
ance fullils the letter, not the spirit of
the law. To hear Mass means to hear
all, not a portion of it. It means to
hear it reverently, understandingly, at-
tentively and with devotion.

Reverently means in modest raiment
and becoming postures — not in gau y
wments that are sin-suggesting, nor
\ attitudes arranged for the devil's
camera. Understandingly means with
a full appreciation of the various parts
of the great mystery. Attentively
means following closely the priest from

greatest men of human
come is this—that God is love,
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EVERY T1AN

Who could not otherwise leave an
estate which would yield an in-
come equal to the immediate needs
of his family is enabled to do so by
life insurance.

The Continuous Instalment

policy guarantees to the benefie-
jary an annual income for twenty
years certain, and thereafter for
the remainder of life. I: is issued
with premiums payable throughout
insured 8 lifetime or limited to
stated number of years. It is also
issued so tbat the insured obtains
the yearly income himself, after a
certain period, for the balance of
his lifetime,

If you are interested, we would
be pleased to have omne of our
representatives see you and ex-
plain fally.
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The Season’s Hearty Greetings
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is pleased to announce that it has written

past year

OVER FIVE MILLIONS

of good Canadian Business; and that in all other

had a most successful year.

*‘Strange Things Get Printed.” l‘

If all newspapers were as sensible as |
the Christian Register (Unitarian) they |
would not make themselves ridicu-
lous so often. The recent sensational |
reports of the finding of millions of dol- 1
lars in the Vatican moves our esteemed |
contemporary to remark : |

“ Strange things get printed. Hun-|
dreds of newspapers, without giving
thought to the matter, published the
report that an electrician in the|
Vatican, making some repairs, found in |
a hole in the wall $1.800,000 in gold,
supposed to be left by the late Leo XIIT.
As that amount of gold would weigh
about 7,000 pounds, it would be inter
esting to know in what way it was sec-
reted in the ecavity made for the elec-
tric light wires.”’- Sacred Heart Re-
view.

ALWAYS A GOOD FRIEND In health and
happiness we need no friend. put when pain
and prestration come we lock for triendly aid
from sympathetic hinds ‘those hands co°n
serve us no tetter than in )ubbing in I!»-.‘
Thomas' Kelectric Ol for when the Oilisin
the pain is out. It has brough® relief to
thoussvas who without it would be indeed
friendlees.

Worms deracge the whole system,
Graveg’  Worm Exterminator
worma, and gives rest (0 the sutlerer
costs 25 cepts to try it and be convinced.

AN Exp To Biniovs Heapacne —Bilions
ness which is caused by excessive bile in the
stomach, has a marked effoct upon the nerves,
and often manifests itseli by severe headache.
This is the moat distressing headache one ean
have. There are headaches from cold, from
fever, and from other cau-es, bat the most
ex-ruciaticg of all is the bilious headache, |
Parmelee's Vegetable Pills will cure it—cure
it almost immediately. It will dizappear as
soon as the Pills operate. There is nothing
surer in the treatment of bilious headache.

Mother
deranges
It only

Family Medicines.

Don’t save pennies
to lose dollars—don’t
be too economical
when your health's at
s aka. Waea aell drugs
and medicines at res-
gonably cheap prices
— we don’r sell cheay
drugs. Anything
your _physician pre
rcribes or you order |
for yourself you'll get
—no substitutes, but the genuine article, a
fair prices.

Walton’s Grand Overa Pharmacy.

MUSIC.

ERTHA KING BELL. BOSTON GRADU
ate, Fletcher music method, hes opened
her studio a* 174 Maple street, where she will
receive pupils on, and after Tuesday 15th
September, 1300

A MOST MARVELLOUS SALE
30,000 during the
@ past month of the
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