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world mistook wisdom for folly. He
jumped from the train before it
reached the depot, and made his
way across the fields to the river.
It was now the first week of May
and the ice was gone, but the chil-
ly air blew sharply across the wa-
ter, and the shore resounded under
the breakers. He stood on the hill
for a moment with his eyes fixed
on Linda’s resting place, where the

tall monument pierced the sky. His
resolution had been to look no
more to the past, to leave its sad

reflections in the grave, and to keep
his eyes on the future, while his
thoughts engaged the present and
made what they could out of it. At

squire shook off a tendency to faint
with disgust.
“Flory,” seaid he sternly, “I've
sworn by you since you were born,
because there was not a year nor
an hour of your life that I couldn't
put my hand down and say, He
just so. I can't do that now.
What's come over you ? Why are you
here instead of in New York? Who's
been bewitching you ? What ‘has
happened to you? Good God?”
cried he inan excess of feeling, stand-
ing up to hit the table into frag-
ments with his fist, “tell me some-
thing, or T'll think you’ve been dead
and come to life again.”

is

The crash of the broken furniture
sobered him for an instant. Florian
looked with slight displeasure
the ruin.

at

“There is no need of excitement,”
he said, soothingly, and the tone
cut the squire to the heart. He sat
down trembling, almost crying, as a
suspicion of Florian’s sanity entered
his head.

“T was dead,” continued Florian,

“Now, Flory, be reasonable and
answer squarely. Have you thrown
up politics for good and all ?"*

“I have, squire.”’

‘““Are you going to live on
island for the next forty years
so ?"’

this
or

“With God’s will, yes.”

“H'm! that smacks.of the Jesuits.
What's the reason of this, Flory. Did
you get a pious stroke ?'’

“I suppose it was that,” said Flo-
rian, meditating, as if a new ques-
tion .had touched his soul.

“‘Is it in the papist line, lad, some-

thing like your father ? I hoped
you were working away: from  the
Jesuits 2"’

A faint blush spread over Flo-

rian’'s face.

“T am nearer to the Jesuits than
ever, squire, but not as near as I
could wish.”

*“So T thought,”” said the squine,
shaking head—‘‘so 1 lhough‘L
And I must say my opinion of the
Jesuits is considerably smaller than
it was an hour ago.”

his

““I do,”” said the priest promptly,
“and I have my doubts still, but I
thought it better to leave this work
to yourself.”

“Would you mind telling me why
you think my vocation is doubtful?”
“Why,”” said the pore, with hesi-
tation, ‘‘on general principles
need in this country more of the ac-

we

‘“Now, papa!’’ said Ruth, bringing
the boiling voleano down to a harm-
less simmer. ‘“You ought not, Flo-
rian, if there would be no danger to
yourself in holding a power which
was to you so strong a temptation.””
(To be continued. )
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