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" (From the Chicago Record-Herald)

In his crusade against socialism
“which he began in this city, the first
. of last week under the auspices of
| the Federation of German Catholic
' Bocieties, Father Anton Heiter fnsti-

“tuted the formal movement for the

organization of labor unions within
the ranks of the church, all socialis-
tic ideas to be excluded, The move-
ment had its inception last spring,
but formal inauguration of it was
delayed until the coming of a strong
character like that possessed by Fa-
ther Heiter, who was one of the
foremost exponents of the anti-to-
elalistic idea in Buffalo, where so-
cialism was crushed out of the
wnions.
Father Heiter is delivering six lec-
gured here, in which he explain® the
il gocialistic idea, the position of the
church toward it and the best course
to pursue in crushing it out. While
Lopposing socialism  in every sense
Father Heiter ineists that municipal
ownership must be considered apart
from the socialistic idea. ¥e does
not concede to the socialists the or-
jgination of the idea, but insists in
fact that it is antagonistic to the
socialistic suggestion of ‘‘collective
ownership.’>

i

In his lecture on this subject he
said:—

“Is the collective ownership of all
the means of production and distri-
bution really the means to end all
the distress of our day, and will it
free the working classes from wage
slavery? That it would do so is con-
fidently claimed, and this claim has
taken hold of the minds and hearts
of the people. It is a theory which
all socialists advance and in which
they believe, no matter how they
differ on other questions. The an-
archist, the ever arguing social de-
mocrat, the socialistic labor party
of America, a® well as the socialistic
labor party of Illinois, all subgcribe
to this principle, and declare expli-
citly that the end and object of their
agitation is to secure the collective
ownership of all means of production
and distribution.

“What is to be understood by col-
lective ownership of production and
Qistribution? The social democrats
admit that communism is a dream
which will never be realized, because
it is contrary to nature and is based
upon the theory that there be an in-
dividual equality which, as experi-

* ence shows, has never existed. For
this reason they draw a distinction
and advocate that only the means of
production be given over to collec-
tive ownership.

“It is claimed that by drawing
this distinction Marx cleared com-
munism of all that is visionary and
raised it to a science. Under the
term ‘means of production’ we un-
derstand all that produces wealth,

~ such as money, land, tools, machin-
gry, forests, mines and all means of
‘transportation, On this question
“ there is a great deal of confusion in
as well as outside of the socialistic
ranks. The opponents of socialism
consider all collective ownership as
" socialistic, as for instance the con-
trol of railroads and mines by the
state. That is an error, The state
‘and th> municipality may control
some of the means of production
without properly being acoused of so-
eialism, and in fact there has been
at all times and in all nations pri-
wate property and ‘public property
ong before there were any socialists
or social democrats.
“Bven if the state should control
all the means of production we
d not have socialism, but state
socialism, and if socialists advocate
es tending in that direction,
so only as a means to an

¢ | nobody  takes undue adva

abolishing the present system of so-
ciety, and under the system which
will be established after the reorgan-
ization all means of production will
belong to society, or, as they say,
the universal association of produc-
tion and distribution. Society alone
will produce and manage commerce,
trade and traffic, The members of
this society will be equal; nobody
will own, nobody will govern; all
will work, all will govern, eveéryone
will be a stockholder, a.leader, a
worker, and will draw dividendas ac-
cording to the measure of his labor
and his earning power, Not in mo-
ney—for there will be no money—but
in orders for his needs, and what he
receives he may use in peace,

s

‘““And how is this to be accomplish-
ed? Nothing easier. The working
classes will organize a polit\ical par-
ty and will secure political power ;
when they have once secured this po-
litical power they will proclaim the
abolishment of private property.
They will do away with the old state
and its government, and its distinc-
tion of classes, and in its place they
will establish a society which alone
will own all the means of production
and distribution. The question of
right is not to be cousidered, for,
as our fathers declared themselves
independent of King George of Eng-
land, as Abraham Lincoln emancipat-
ed the slaves and did not ask regard-
ing the rights of the slave owners,
so has socialism, when in power, the
same right to proclaim economic
equality.”’ .

Then turning to the other side of
the question, Father Heiter declared
that the matter of adjustment, as
the Socialists see it, is not so easy
after all, because neither the authors
of the Declaration of Independence
nor Abraham Lincoln violated a na-
tural or divine law.

He continued: ‘‘Lincoln surely act-
ed honorably when he f{reed the
slaves and acknowledged their hu-
man rights. But Lincoln and the fa-
thers of the country did not over-
turn the social order, and in this is
the great difference between them
and the Socialists. Rightly does the
Holy Father say that private owrer-
ship is absolutely necessary to social
peace and to social order, and that
the abolishing of the same would
first of all injure the laboring classes
for why does the laborer work? In
order to secure property. He works
for wages, the wages are his, and he
has a right to do with them as he
chooses. If he saves and purchases
property with his savings this pro-
perty is his reward in another form
and he does with it what he pleases.
If the Socialists abolish private pro-
perty they take away from the la-
borer the right to use what he earns,
according to his wishes. They rob
him of the opportunity to work him-
self up to an independent position.
Furthermore, the abolishment of pri-
vate property is a violation of the
natural law.”’

Father Heiter then turns his at-
tention to the origin of the natural
law and argues in favor of it be-
cause of its age and the soundness
of its foundation.

“The law'that man may own pro-
pprty,’”’ he said, *‘is older than the
state. Man existed before the state,
and he had a right to own before

| there ever was a state. The state

cannot, therefore, rob him of the
rights which he had before it came
into existence. This is in full ac-
cord with the law of God, ‘Thou
shalt not covet thy mneighbor'’s
goods.’

‘““The state has not the right to
rob any person of his natural rights
on the rights of his family. On the
contrary, it is the duty of the state
to protect these rights. The idea

| ot collective ownerthip is an unpar-

donable and unnatural twisting and
widening of the power of the state.
It is for the citizen to produce and
to carry on the business, and it is
the duty of the state to protect him
and his business, and t0 see that

time. He was next appointed pas-
tor of the Church of the Beven Dol-
ors in Buffalo, The new field was
an important one, and his pastoral
duties were onerous, as his parish-
joners were numerous and their lit-
(le church inadequate. Father Heiter
fmmediately set to work to secure a
new edifice, and plans were prepared
for a magnificent structure to cost
$150,000. To this plan was added
a schoolhouse, with facilities for the
accommodation of the 1,500 pupils
in the parish,

The, membership of the Church of
the Seven Dolors grew rapidly until
it reached the second place in Buf-
falo, the number of families in the
parish reaching 1,500. Follpwing a
philosophical bent Father Heiter
took up the study of socialism, find-
ing in the work of combating it a
broad field in which to exercise his
rare gifts of logic. His writings
and utterances against social demo-
cracy have attracted widespread at-
tention through the United States,
and leading European opponents of
socialism long ago accorded him a
foremost position as an authority on
the subject.

Father Heiter speaks both in Ger-
man and Fnglish. He is editor of
the ‘“‘Aurora und Christliche Woche,””
a German paper, the proceeds from
which are devoted to the support of
a German orphan asylum in Buffalo.

Father Heiter is connected with
numerous German Catholic fratérnal
societies in Buffalo, several of which
he founded. Attempts to infuse the
spirit of socialism into the lebor
unions in Buffalo attracted his at-
tention last spring, and he immedi-
ately set to work to stamp it out.
He pointed out what he called the
dangers of socialistic teachings and
impressed on his parishioners the
fact that he favored labor ~ unions.
He wanted them imbued with the
Christian spirit, however. He even
went so far in his opposition to so-
cialism as to engage in debates with
his opponents. Bishop Quigley, the
successor of Archbishop Feehan in
this city, co-operated with him, aod
jssued pastoral letters forbidding
parishioners from joining unions per-
vaded by the socialistic spirit. These
letters in addition to Father Heit-
er’s work are believed to have been
the means of stopping the spread of
socialism in Buffalo.
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An Irish Centenarian.

Two interesting old persons live in
and near Canandaigua, N.Y. They
are Mrs. Slattery Dwyer, aged 104,
of the village, and Mrs. Miller, who
lives in the country, and who is now
in her 95th year.

Mrs. Dwyer is a typical old Irish
lady, whose relations, also residents
of that village, have pretty well es-
tablished her age to be at least 104
years, although the old lady herself
is positive she is nearer 110 years.
The exact date of her birth is not
known,

She was married to John Dwyer in
Tipperary, Ireland, over sixty jears
ago, and soon came with him to this
country. At the time of her mar-
riage she was forty years of age,
and Dwyer was a widower with sev-
eral children. Her memory is won-
derful, going backgo minor historie-
al events in the Emerald TIsle, which
shows familiarity that could only
come from actual association therz-
with. For one thing she relates the
unusual experiences in the time ol
The Big Wind in Ireland, early in
the last century, at which time e
worked heroically with her relatives
in caring for and saving stock from
destruction, accompfishing deeds that
only a strong, mature woman couid
perform. ;

Mrs. Dwyer exercises, eats aeaiti-

1y, using her own natural teeth, and |

hor eyesight is good. ~On pleasant
days the centenarian strolls oui fo
the ho of her neighbors or sits
out in the yard of her little howe in
Niagara street. )

Mrs. Dwyer says she never knew a |

ge ‘of

meniber of her family to die from
natural causes, before 1
1y or quite to the centiry.
has no near rela 1
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1st, 1903,

Continving for Three Weeks,

“ Let the wicked forsale his
way, and the unjust man

his thoughts, and let hime
return to the Lord, and He
will have mercy on him,
and to our God, for He is
bountiful to forgive”

—Isaias, vi. 7.

OBJECT:

The object of the Mission is to offer
extraordinary opportunitits for hear-
ing the Word of God and worthily
receiving the Sacraments.  The
Church enriches with special favors
those who make the Mission well.

We should all earnestly pray to God
that not one member of the parish

may fail to profit by this season of

grace. :

In the words of St. Paul :—"“We
exhort you, that you receive not the
grace of God in vain.”

ORDER OF EXERCISES,

The Mission will 0;211 at the late
Mass, Sunday, March 1st. Both men

and women should be present, but

not children.
The Masses on Sunday will be at
the same hour as on Sunday outside

of Mission time.

On week days the Masses will be

at § and-8 o’clock. The earlier Mass
will be followed by a short Instruc-
tion ; and after the last Mass there will
be a sermon,

In the evening, at 7.30 o'clock,

there will be the Rosary, Instruction
and Sermon, followed by Benediction

with the Blessed Sacrament,
There will be Mission Exercises,

specially for children, Sunday, Mon-
day and' Tuesday afternoons, at the
hour to be announced.

Persons who are not Pewhelders

may secure seats for all the Exercises
of the Mission, by applying at the
Sacristy on or after Sunday, February

22nd.
CONVERTS.

During the Mission, in the true

spirit of charity, every facility will be
afforded for the instruction or in-
formation of non-Catholics, who may
be desirous of knowing the true
teachings of the Catholic Church.

CONFESSION.

Confessions will commence, on

Tuesday evening of each week.

Hours for Confessions. — In the

morning, from 5 to 7 o'clock, and
from 8 to 11 45.
from 3 to § 45 o'clock, and at night °
from 7.30 to 10.15 o'clozk.

In the afternoon,

RELIGIOUS ARTICLES.

Books of Instruction and Devotion,

Beads, Crucifixes, Ncapulars, etc., may
be procured at the Sacristy.

This selection of religious articles

is particularly recommended to those
making the Mission. The ceremony
of enrolment in the Scapular and
blessing of religious articles, will be
-performed at stated times during the
Mission. P g e
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