1866

J l-t.‘)

180
230
130
125

155

140
140
150

700
290

115

1ding
for

2,500
for
for

3,500
ex

Seed
rage-
this
from

ar-
these
Lions
» to
dges
min-
| De-

seedsy
Law ﬂg‘

xtra
ched
been
; ex-
ised.
ralue

S an
luca-
rork-

nsur
ll SO
was
'h as
been

. at

the
nand
much
r at

the
In

&

ADRIL 18, 1912

addition to the grant of $9,500 to the fairs, an
additional sum of $5,000 has been added.  The
stockmen are using every opportunity to
their interests.

Iincouragement is given to the holding of
sales of pure-bred stock by the voting of $800, to
be used for advertising and other necessary lu\'—
penses.

The passing of the Act respecting the Tnroll-
ment and Inspection of Stallions is a very great
stride toward the gradual elimination of ‘tho in-
ferior stallions now in use in some parts ofr the
Province. ILast year it was not allowed to reach
the House, but passed this year without any
serious difliculty. A Stallion Enrollment Board
will be .ormed, consisting of five men. The
Board will issue certificates upon the receipt ()t;
suflicient evidence of breeding§and ownership, and
upon the payment of the neceSsary fee. Compet-
ent persons will Le appointed by the Minister t/o
make inspections, under the direction of the
Board ; three such inspectors will form a com-
mittee. No person will be allowed to stand
travel or offer for use any stallion unless and un:
til the name, description and pedigree of such
stallion has been enrolled and a certificate
granted. These certificates must be renewed an-
nually. All stallions must be inspected every
two years, except those which had reached th‘e
age of eight years at the time of the first inspec-
tion. The fees accompanying this Act are—]’br
enrollment, $2.00 ; for inspection, $5.00 ; for re-
newal of enrollment, $1.00; for transfer certifi-
cate, $1.00. It will come into force on August
1st, 1912.

further

FARMER'S INSTITUTES.
The Short-course work is
ing heavier yearly, due principally to the ac-
tivity of the District Representatives. The Wo-
men’s Institutes are growing very fast ; there are
700 in the Province up to date. JF'armers’ Clubs
are becoming very popular. An additional $1,300
was voted for increased expenses and to aid in
running the ‘‘ Better-farming Special.”’ The C.
I'. R. furnished a train, and the Agricultural De-
partment, through the Institute Branch' and
()‘. A. College furnished the material for exhibi-
tion and arranged for speakers. The territory
from Windsor to Montreal, and from Toronto to
‘Goderich and Owen Sound, was covered.

rapidly becom-

DAIRY.
The granting of $63,950 toward dairy instruc-
tion and inspection work throughout Ontario

eVery year, with moderate increases, is an indica-
tion of the extent and importance of the industry.
{:Anlutvl' care is being exercised in the appointment
of competent men as inspectors for cheese and
butter factories. xperimental work is being
<arried on, and exhihits, especially of an educa-
tional nature, are being held at every opportunity.
I'RUIT BRANCH.

Ontario’s fruit industry is growing by leaps
and bounds. The fruit-growers are entitled to
all the support that can be given for investiga-
tion and extension work. An additional $3,000
will be used for instruction and inspection con-
nected with proper sprayving of orchards. In-
struction is given in pruning wherever necessary.
Packing demonstrations are becoming very popu-
lar.  Orchard competitions will be held. Demon-
stration orchards are now being managed in many
more sections than formerly. This year, Elgin,
Huron, Grey, Simcoe, Duflerin, York, Ontario,
Northumberland, Durham, Hastings, Dundas and
‘Glengarry will all have orchards under super-
vision.

The November Apple Show will be enlarged, al-
lowing for the exhibition of apples in large lots,
for which prizes will be arranged. More space
for the regular exhibits will be offered.

The Jordan Harbor Farm will be made more
complete by a fruit-storage building costing
$3,000. The present barn will be completed.

The apiary inspection work will be extended
under similar methods of those of last year. The
need for close inspection is great, and $1,000
extra will greatly facilitate matters.

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES.

['p to date, there are twenty-one District Rep-
resentatives of the Department throughout On-
tario. An increased grant of $8,000, making a
total of $36,500, has been made for defraying ex-
their salaries are provided by the
These men aid greatly in
the I'ruit
work.

this

penses only ;
Fducation Department.
the extension work carried on by
Branch, and also engage in the Institute

There will be new offices opened up during
vear, but their location has not yet been decided
Since last June, the oflices at Sault Ste
Mavie and Fort William have been made perma

nent . and the oflice at New [iskeard opened. The
the minimum
to a

v

el of salaries has been changed :

! 1,200, with an increase of $100 per vear

" mum of §1,500 per year
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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

usual by the bonus and assisted-passage schemes.
I'he question of extensive advertising is a serious
one at the present time. -
h”\\llh‘ }inf 110\'§'lnlnnwnt. of New Ontario, the

nonstration Farm at Monteith requires more
attention. A new barn has been erected. Further
“-\IN‘!‘fnu‘n.ts with seeds will be carried on under
1~ht“ «hrcgtlon of C. A. Galbraith, the District Rep-
L‘vlm:nt,atl\‘eAut New Liskeard. The grant of
L 1_,0()0 will cover building, clearing, wages
eGquipment and miscellaneous expenses. ’

ACT TO AID PUBLICITY.

The great possibilities of Ontario have become
apparent to many, and the bringing of this fact
bcfpre intending investors and present owners re-
quires a local publicity campaign in nearly all
cases. So far this work has been carried on by
local grants entirely, but in the future, every
county entering upon such work will receive from
the department one dollar for every two they
expend, with a limit of $1,000 for total (‘.‘(I)On(l:l'
tt.lrou A vote of $3,000 has been made, which will
give aid to nine counties, if the maximum is
reached.

ACT RESPECTING TFEDERAL GRANTS
AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES.

The Dominion Government, realizing that the

FOR

contention held by some that they should each
vear vote a subsidy to the Provincial Depart-
ment of Agriculture, was justifiable, have this

year granted $500,000 for this purpose, of which
$175,738.32 comes to Ontario. This money will
be spent according to the agreement entered upon
between the Provincial and Dominion Depart-
ments. As yet, no hard-and-fast rules have been
made, and no doubt the fund will be divided
among the various departments, District Repre-
sentatives and the Ontario Agricultural College.
Nothing definite can be said, except that the
money will be spent where greatest returns can be
had.

Acts have been amended during the
session. The protection of sheep against dogs
has been made more perfect ; the protection of
bees during the period of full bloom of the fruit
trees is also provided for. It is useless, harmful
and wasteful to spray when the blossoms are ad-
vanced and the bees can work ; spraying should
be done earlier and later. The amending of the
Noxious Weeds Act and the Fruit Pest Act will
aid in keeping weeds and diseases in check, by
more forcibly bringing the matter before farmers;
%1,000 has been voted for the enforcement of the
Fruit Pests Act. Special investigation will be
made by Mr. Caesar upon Yellows and Little
T’each. Under his direction, further work will be
carried on concerning the railroad worm and apple
maggot.

The granting of $5,000,000 for the develop-
ment of New Ontario will have a very great bear-
ing upon Ontario's agriculture. Part of this
money will be used for agricultural purposes. New
and larger markets will be opened for Older On-
tario ; proper marketing of surplus crops from
the Clay Belt will no doubt be arranged. Many
new districts will be opened for settlement. The
possibilities of that country will become known

not in other countries only, but in our own Prov-
W. R. R.

Several

ince, as well.

The Ontario Teachers’ Convention
Ontario Asso-
School

meeting of the
Inspectors and

The annual
ciation of 'Teachers,
Trustees was held this year, as usual, in Toron-
The attendance was up

to, during Easter week.
reported on

to former records; the Secretary
the second day the issue of over 700 membership
The general meetings are held in the

tickets.
this vear they were not well attended.

evenings ;
The real work of the convention is carried on dur-
ing the day sessions, in the seventeen sections in-
which the Association is divided.

to
r the nineteen pages of topics and

[.ooking ove
titles making up the vear’s collective programme,
one does not find so much as usual bearing di-

rectly on rural and agricultural education. The
¢ eurriculum,” ‘‘ examinations,” *' regula-
over and over again—indeed, the
more in evidence than agri-
Speaking  on that Principal
Upper (Canada College, combated the

cadet drill in schools; while

words
tions,”’ appear
Sirathcona Trust 1s
cuiture. topic,
\uden, of
arguments against
I'rincipal Ilutton, of University College, who had
in the [Public

charge of the ¢ Qtrathcona Trust "’

Cchool section, argued that, because this is a
|v<‘;n'~-|\1| time. there is the more need to have
trainimg in our schools. e pleaded

mlitary

decay began with  the decline of

that Greece

militarism, and that (‘anadians should heed the

wirning of history There was no trouble in

145

getting the teachers to endorse physical trainingg
they went so far as to accept military exercises,
but they balked against approving of ritle-shoot-
ing in the schools. ;

Bi-lingualism figures in several sections. The
I'ublic and High School Trustees’ Department
went so far as to appoint a committee to promote'
the amendment of the Act to make it impossible
to have any other language than KEnglish domi-
nant in any Onfario school.

The insufficiency and inefficiency of the teacher-

supply was debated in several rooms. Inspector
I'roats had calculated that fourteen hundred
teachers are now nceded to catch up with

supply the ordinary de-
pletion from the marrying of lady teach-
ers and other causes. To meet this need, omly
about 800 trained recruits are forthcoming. Prim-
cipal Mclntyre, of Winnipeg, testified that the
continuous single Normal School term had not
proved a success in Manitoba. They are now,
except for graduates, dividing the term into two
periods—a short one, of about the duration of our

the shortage and

former Model School term, with an intervening
year of actual teaching; and then a longer period

at the Normal School, of about six months. The
proposition of a divided term was favored by
speakers in several departments.

The stay-in-the-Province pledge, which it is
proposed to require, was scored rather hardly.
Inspector Campbell was applauded for saying
that, instead of blaming teachers for going to the
Canadian West, he would bid them God-speed !
Canada needs. Leachers with Ontario ideals to take
charge of the youth of the unformed West.

In the trustees’ section, Inspector Putman, of
the City of Ottawa, grappled with what was
called the rural-school-teacher problem. He argued
that the present system, which was a good one in
Dr. Ryerson’s day, is totally unsuited to this
20th century. Capable young men and women
are not now, as they were formerly, attracted to
the teaching profession. He instanced a town-
ship of ten schools that at one time within the
past two years had not a single teacher holding a
certificate of even the lowest grade. The remedy
he proposed is Consolidation. Build fine, big
schools, he said, in central locations, with teach-
er's residence attached, and even dormitories for
the children who have to come long distances. Mr.
McDougall, of North Bay Normal School, sup-
ported the plea for Consolidated Schools. He re-
lated the good results in one of the new town-
ships, where three teams—one of them belonging
to the school board—were employed to haul the
children back and forth. When asked about the
winter roads, he replied, that near North Bay the
deep snow is rolled, and bhecomes hard enough to
carry a wagon. ITe was sure that, were the
consolidated school once introduced into 0Old On-

tario, the preference for it would soon become

general.

Agriculture came in for some attention as in-
cidental to manual training and vocational educa-
tion. Prof. S. B. McCready stated that, up to
the present there are only 33 schools in the Prov-
ince with teachers in agriculture, a circumstance
probably due to the fact that neither the people
nor the teachers understand the regulations on
the subject. He will shortly send out charts,
outlining lessons on a particular grain, and he en-
tertains hope of much benefit from the distribu-
tion of seed packets and the circulation of Circu-
lar No. 13. A New Zealand teacher, R. H. Fer-
guson, stated that agriculture and dairying are
optional subjects of instruction in the schools of
that island. The teachers teaching these subjects
receive an additional grant.

A Whiff of Country Life.

I have much pleasure in enclosing herewith
bank cheque for $4.50. This will cover my ar-
rears and subscription for current year towards
<« The Farmer’'s Advocate.”

I appreciate very much your generosity in for-
warding the paper SO regularly. It is the most
welcomed paper we have, and brings a whiff of
wholesome country life to our home every week
that helps us to forget the cares and worries of
life. hy keeping us in touch with

artificial town
nature.
I sincerely believe that if more townspeople read

would benefit. In

vour paper the whole world
virgin

many of our towns and cities there are
fields for an active subscription campaign.
Missisquoi Co., Que. (CHAS. E. HERD.

be rising. The

’

The tide of interest must
April 4th number of ““ The Farmer’s Advocate
contained specific answers to one hundred and five
questions, asked by subscribers, while many other
answers had to be held over, as usual, for want

of space.




