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General Editorial, |

To the Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, and
Members of the Legislature of the
Dominion of Cuanadi :—

GENTLEMEN,—For the intcrest of the
farming community of this Dominion, I
have now lying before the House a peti-
tion requesting that agricultural papers
may be sent by mail at as cheap a rate as
political papers, and that the postage on
them may be paid by the recipients of the

wlio_receive nothing for the delivery of
agricultural papers published in Canada;
consequently they are often neglected.
We have now frequently to, pay $100 per
month for postage stamps, which is
taken by the recipients of large salaries,
and the small country post-masters receive
no benefit from it.  Political papers
afford them a little addition to their re-
ceipts.  They should be allowed a dittle
more for the delivery of azricultural pa-
Jers than for others, instead of beinz al-
{owed nothing for their labor, We believe
that the Dominion Government dnd even
the Post Office Department would be hene-

fittod 1f they were to allow the post-
masters of country Post Offices to re-
ceivo and retain half of the payment
fur the postage of agricultural papers. It
would tend 1much to increase the cireula- l
tion of the papers, and be the means u“
inducing postmasters to attend better to
their business.  We make the above re- |
marks BEGGse we Lelieve agricultural pa- |
pers are of advantage to the country. Au
inereased cirealation of azricultural pa-
pers will cause the receipts ol Post

to publishersin a proper way, we bhave,
individually, been the losers of many hun-'
dreds of dollars annually from neglect
alone. We have frequently paid a
hundred dollars per month for postage,
while many of the papers paid for bave!
never been delivered. In the procuring
of postage stamps, we think when we re-
quire them in such quantities as  $25, 850
or 100 worth at a time, we might be
suf’»plied at the Post Offices at the whole-
sale rate charged to dealers, which would
also be a saving of a large sum to pub-
lishers with large circunlations, who are obh-
liged to prepay publications. As pubilishers
should not wish to sell ‘stamps, we think

no reason why seeds should be charged at
a higher rate than papers. We  only
ask that seeds may be sent on payment of
double the rates now charged for papers,
and that agricultural papers may be sent
singly as cheaply as political papers.
Wo do not know that the granting ot our
request would injure any one or aiy De-
partment, but the farmers of Canada
would be mueh benefitted thereby.

Trusting that your Honorable body will
look favorably on the petition,

{ remain your humble servant,
W. WeLDp,

Editor of the Faraens” ApvocATE, and
founder of the Canadian Agricultural Em-
porium.

Londen, Nov. 10th, 1871,

AGRICULTURAL POLITI S—ELECTION
OFFICERS,

oW

Some persons miay sy that we have 1o
business to interfore or touch on such a
subject.  We well kiow that we have
wily, cunning and doubtful persons watch-
ing every word we say, touse them azainst

Office Department to be increased, by a | uy, hut we write this article for what we
Javeer munber of letters and parcels of | consider the general good of the country.

sceds being sent.
papers wight  take tue place of the
Anierican  publications,

filiing our country, a3 (Canadian edi-

tors might then he enabled to nerease |
their staft of assistants, enlaree their pas | :
| or useful suggestion. t
an- ‘ pay the tax for ﬂ:grlmllrnr:al purposes, in

pers, and cmbellish them better. For
¢

years past the agricultural press of

Canadian agricultural |

i ] y |
which are now |

It i3 not our desire to interiere with party
lines, but to have our acricultural affairs
conducted in such a manner that either
Conservative or Reformer may b of nost
advantace to the country, and that party
lines may not so casily chieek any progress
‘ All farmers have to

addresses should be given, and fair dis-
cussions encouraged.  All farmers should |
have the privilege of voting at these Town

ship elections. The ofticers of the Town-
ghip Exhibitions should then hold a county
or Electoral Division meeting, and there
appoint the Directors of county Exhibi

tions and select a suitable perscn as a
member of the Provincial Board. The|
Provineial Board of Agriculture should!
have control of the zeneral public agricul |
tural aftairs of the Province, and should!
he composed of none but real practical far-
mers whose main dependence has heen and |
is derived from their own personal atten-
tion to the cultivation of the soil as far-!

more beneficial.  Owr farmns  mve  ca-
pable -of yielding double the protit they
now yield, and a good efficient body of
controllers of our agricultural atfairs have
much power in their hands of aiding im-
proved plans and encouraging general ag-
ricnltural advancement.

Although we have had a new agricultu-
ral Bill jassed and also an amendment to

"it, we well know that a general feeling of

dissatisfaction exists and is  increasing,
There is an injurious feeling existing be-
tween Township Societics and  City or
County Boards, and there is also a hitter
feeling existing between the present Min
ister of Agriculture and the P'rovincial
Boari.

The Government i3 establishing a gi-
wntic and expensive establishment which
will almost be impossible to conduct with-
out doing a greater injury to the country
than even the mere paying of the costs of
it will be. In fact the cost of it, should
it he even half a million or a million,
would be but a small burden in compari-
son tothe injuiy it might do in trampling
down privatc enterprise.  This present
state ol strife, envy and jealousy existing
Letween the townships and cities, between
the Western Fair Directors and the Pro-
vincial Doard, and between the Provineial
Board and the Minister of Agriculture,
cunnot Jong exist.  Something must e
done.  We suggest the above as one
means of a remedy oras a means to bring
about haruiony and  unanimity.  We
even believe that

if the electinn of

——

the fow that attend the annual meetings
held in this city and probably in other
places. We know that by a few dol-
lars properly expended previous to
the annual eeting, that it is ecasy
enough to get a majority for any
¢ity person, or any person that a city may
desire, usym:ialny if politics has any thing
to do with it, and we too well know that
such has ex'sted and does now exist to o
greater extent than is beneficial.

We shiould like to be able to devise somse
plan for the removal of the party feeling
that now exists in our agricultural affairs.
Party or sect should not mar our agricul-
tural prosperity. All should join as one,

tural society, is the Secretary. Your lib-
eral system of education should now be-
gin to tell all young farmers born in Can-
ada who can read and write, that it takes
a series of years to carry out improve:
ments; and it is often a delicate and
sometimes a difficult matter to make a
change after an appointment is once made.
You should be more particular in your se-
lection of a Secretary than any other offi-
cer or member of the Board, and you
should by no means vote a mau in as Sec
retary just beeause he can write a copper-
plate hand or is extra smart at figures, or
because he is a particular triend of rome
one, or a scion of some wealthy nabob.
Such may often be negligent, careless, or
incapacitated, by the lack of stamina or
principle.  Your Secretary ghould not be
seleeted because he has other oftices.  An
old man is not likely to make as good a
Secretary as o young man.  One who has
no other offico should be preferred.  He
will be apt to attend to his business better
and he will not be 80 apt to be set or stub-
born in his ways,and will for his own
honor aud position_endeavor to fill his
| patrt with Lonor to himself and credit to
the Socicty.  You should select ono that
lis something more than a mere copyist or
mechine. .Your Secretary should be able
| to write accounts of different meetings,
| and any agricultural information in regard
| to crops, implements, stock, experiments,
swindling, humbugs, or anything of inter-
est aud importance to farmers, and be
Jhould send such accounts occasionally to
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uda has been checked by the causes com- | whatever way it may be cxpended, and we | townskip, county, and l’m\'ilu"idi Direc- \ the agricultural press of the country, if
plained of. Nt onlv 1y non-delivery | think all fariners should hiave the privilege i tors was left to the township, city orj they are of interest or of use to the coun-
of papers to subseribers, of which we | of voting far the election of the persons County ¢ fonncils, it would zive greab | Loy The editors would gladly ]mbh‘!h

: i The | satisfaction and result ip the election of-thvm, awl good might result to the Ho-

have continual complaints, but also from | who exp pd the public menfy. | ‘ 1 , ,
neglect to rcturn P% wors or give due notice | Township mectings ghould be first Leld, ; moie suitable persons than when loft to  cicty, the wiiter, and to the country.




