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lion is whether it is all quite tru<\ whether ships, anil men, ami 
material exist anywhere except in Lonl Clarence Paget*» speeches. 
Sir John Pakingtun, in hia ctii- tcity of First l,or<l in Opposition, 
is iudineil to question that ; that is to say, he -1-m's not believe the 
men are not there, or the shit-s, or the stores, but lie alleges that 
they cannot be put to use. There are the men, he says, but they 
are never at hand when wanted ; there are the ships only they 
can iii itheAiglit nor sail; and there are the guns, but they burs- 
Of course, as the natural and titling depositary of every whisper 
of discontent ami every non-ollii ial criticism, lie makes out some
part of his ca*c..................... A very great though clumsy organ!
nation is supplied with almost limitless means of building ships, 
which it has the sliongest ollieial interest in building well, and 
very little interest in building cheaply. The natural result will 
be as an average very dear ships and very good ships, and that 
we cannot but think will, in the event of war. be found to be the 
vase in England. The nation has not reached its ideal, but is as 
near to it as any other nation, i- tending under criticism closer to­
wards it, and is obtaining meanwhile a fleet strung enough to meet 
any rail worth the cost of prov iding against. Expense and delay, 
not failure of out-turn, are the characteristic faults of the British 
Admiralty.

A PERILOUS JOURNEY.
• Their !• a tide In «he nflhlrs of men.
W tilth taken at the Hum I, lead* un tv fvitimv—*

ho sny« the sage, mal il is not to lie gnhi-nxed by any man whom 
forty winters have < hillid Into wisdom. Ability and opportunity are 
fournie.' Opportunity is not fortune; othviwisc all were fortunate. 
Ability is not lortunv, ol-o why does genius slave i Why ? Hut be­
cause it missed /A- opportunity that tilted it.

What I have- wile, jiosilioii. independence—! owe to ntt opportunity 
for exercising the very simple and unprutviidii g combina.urn oh qualities 
that gqc> by t.iv name of ability. Ilut to my story.

M v father was a wealthy country gentleman, of somewhat more than 
the average of intelligent e, ami -inivwhut more than the average of 
generosity and extravug mee. His younger brother, a so'i.itor in large 
mtetiee i:i Lr-nd m, would in vain rem-n.-traie as to the imprudence of 
lis course, (living freely, «peiuling freely, must mine to an end. It 

did : ami at twenty 1 wi - a well-educated, gentlenianlv pauper. The 
investigation of m v father’s affairs showed that there was one shilling 
ami sixpence in the pound for the whole of his creditor», and of course 
nothing for me.

The position was painful. I was half engaged to—that is. 1 had 
glove*, flowers, a ringlet, a carte -le viste of Alice Morton. Thai, of 
course, must Is* stopped.

.Nlr. Silas Morton was not i.l-pleased nl the prospect of an nU inure 
with lib m iJil. Mir Westwood s soil while then1 «as an - xpvt.itioii of 
a provision for the young couple in the union of e-tai- s n* w-dl per- 
son- ; but now, when I lie estate >v:i - . .me, «Inn |, (inv We*tw«iod, was 
bhillitiglcss in the w-.il.l, it would I l-dlv in,I . Nc.crthvle** 1 mu-t 
tike my leave. ‘Well, tiny, mv lnd. ‘.,,1 j.,1, il,j-; urv I,ml i,,h; 
thought he was a* safe a* the’lbink Woul-I mit have l-'fi-vr-l I: tVoni 
anyone not fr-mi nnv one. ill ••unr«c all that n-m*<'M>c alnnii vou

Alice to throw aw - v her life in tli" peverty w.-il,| h.-tv» to 1.,-ar n 
your wile : van i do it : woaldu i he the pari -if a father il 1 did.*

I suggested 1 mi glit in lime.
‘ lime, sir! time I How mu-di ' She’* nineteen now. You're:

tli® iicxi >ix in, in t ' ; -. and you t .is ah-mt tin, -, Tuiie. imh .1 ! Keep 
her waiting till slm's thirty, and then break her hut l-v finding it a 
folly to marry at all.'

' -vhI Alive, my dear, Huy's come to s iy “ Good bye h- sees, with 
m<\ that his altered posiii'-;i eoni|Hds him, as an h-mouruhlc matt, to 
give up any h■•* he may haw f-.rim-l for th* future.'

He left ns alone to say ' Farewell !'—u wool too hard to say at our 
age*. Of course we eim.lilted what should he done. To give each
other up, to bury the ........... - past, that wa* not to he thought of. We
would l-c constant, spite of all. 1 inu.t gain a position, and papa v mid 
tilt'll help us.

1 wo ways were open : a commission in India, it phvc in my une'e*» 
office. Which ? I was for the conimis.jon, Alice lor the oll'n-e A n 
■pv-'lalde inllm titial seludar; a po-iiion not to In* despised ; nothing 
but cleverness wanted; and my uiiclc'a-naine, ami no one to wait for 
no liver complaints ; no Sepoys ; no sea voyage» ; ami no long sépara-

‘Oli, I'm sure it is the Inst thing.'
I agreed, not uuiiiiturallv then, that it v is the licst.
• Now, you young people, you've had ............ i-.«igh to *av " Goo«l-

hyv, s-i oil, Guv. Here, mv bid, you’ll lived something to .tart 
w ith, and the ol-l gentleman pul into mv hand* a not-- for liftv p-mnd*.

' 1 must beg, -ir. that you will not insult---- '
* God bless the hoy ! " Insult!" Whv I've danced .on nn my knee 

hundreds of times. Look you, Guy'—ami the old fellow «aine am I put 
his hand on mv shoulder—11 it gives me pain to do what I am -loin -. 1 
believe, for Imtli your siikes, it is lN*«t you should part. Let us part 
friends. Come now, Guy, you'll need this ; and if vou need a little 
more, let me know.’

' lint, sir, you cut me off from nil hope ; you render my lif-* a burden 
to me. Give me some definite task ; sav how modi vou think we ought 
tii liave ; I mean, Imw mu-II I ought to have to h«dp Alice—I mean, 
Miss Morton—in such a j-ositimi as you would wi-h.

Aliev a-l-liil her entreaties, and the result of the conference was nn 
understanding that if within five years from that date 1 could show 1 
was worth 500/. a year, the ol-l gentleman would add another 500A; and 
on that he thought we might live fur a few years comfortably.

There wan lu lie nni-orresiKin-leuL-e whatever; no meeting», iio mes­
sages. We protested ami pie:.,led, and finally lie said —

• Well, well, Guy; I always liked you, ami liked your father before 
you. Come to US on Christina- Day, and you shall find a vacant chair 
bo-i-lc Alice. There, now ; say “ Gt-HxI-hye," and l-y off.'

I went off. 1 came to London, to one <-! the little lams leading out 
of Cannoti Street. Five hundred a year in live years! 1 must work

Mv uncle took little notice of me : I fancied w»rke I me harder than 
the rest, ami paid me the same Seventy-live pound# a year i* not a 
large sum. I liai spent it in a muiitlihcforc now, after the fashion of 
m v father : now, 1 hoarded ; made clothes last : ate in musty, cheap, 
little «•ooksho|w ; ami kept my enjoying faculties from absolute rust l-y 
a weekly half-price to the theatres—the pit.

The year passed. 1 went down at Chri*tmn«, and for twenty-four 
hours «a* alive; came back, ami had a rise of twenty pounds in salary 
for the next year. 1 waited f-r opportunity, ami it came not.

This jug-tmt routine of oftbv-work continued for two years more, and 
at the end of that time I was worth but my salary of lii.V. per year— 
135/.! a long way from 500’. <i!i, for opportunity! 1 must quit the 
dc*k, nil-1 become a mer-lmnt : all sm<e.*ful men have been men liant»; 
money la-gets money. But to opjsi>e nil these thoughts of change came 
tli" memory of Aliev’s Inst word- at Christmas : * Wait ami hope, Guy, 
dear : wait ami hope.* Certainly ; it’s so easy to.

•Governor want* «ou, Westwui-I. lie'» sharp this morning; very 
sharp ; so look out, mv -leur tiephy.'

• You un-li-rstami a little Italian, I think ?' said mv uncle.
‘ A little, Sir.’
' V u will Mart to-night for Florence, in the mail train. Get there a» 

raj idly a- possible, ami fiml whether a Colonel Wilson is residing there, 
ami what In-iy lie i- reeling with. Lenin all you can a. to his position 
and in-Mii-, an 1 •'•« terms on which he lives with that lady. Write to 
me, and wait there for huilier instructions. Mr. Williams will give 
you a cheque f-r 100/ : you can get circular notes for 541/., ami the rest 
cash. If you have any thing to say, come in here at live o'clock ; if not 
good morning. Hv-tlu -hy, say nothing in the office.'

1 need not sav that hope made me believe my opportunity was come.
I hurried to Florence, un l discharged my mi-ion ; sent fiome u care­

ful letter, full of f.icts without com i eut or opinion, ami in three week s 
time was summoned to return. 1 had done little or nothing that could 
help me, mid in a disappoint ' state of mind 1 packed up and went to 
the railway station at St. 1)....linieo, A little row with a pca-ant as to 
his ilemntid for carrying my baggage canned me to lo*e the last train 
that night, ami so the steamer at Leghorn. The station master, seeing 
my vexation, endeavoured to console me.

• Tli-we will In- a special through train to Leghorn at nine o'clock,or 
dered liv Count Spczzuto: he is goo-l-nutiind, and will possibly let you 
go in that

It «as worth the chance, and I hung about the station till I was tired, 
and then walked hack towards the village. Pasting a small wine shop,
I entered, and asked f-r wine in English. 1 don't know wliat whim 
po—--, d mvwl.eii 1-li-l it, for they were unable to understand me with­
out dumb motions, urn! sat down to wile away the time over a railway

I Itnl I wen scat-‘-I idsnit half an hour, when a courier entered, ae 
rompanie-l by a inilw-iv guard. Two more different samples of the 
human rai--1 it would l-c ditliult to deaeiif-e.

The guar-1 was a dark, savage looking Italian, with ‘ rascal* ami 
'! tilly* written all ov« r I ini ; big, black, l-u ly, with Idooilsliot eyes, and 
thick, heavy, sensual lips, the man was utterly repulsive.

flic coiuii-r was n hit!'', neatlv dre-sed man, ->f no age in particular; 
pal-', hlue-eycl, sirui. hi-lippeil, hi- fair «as a compound yf fox and 
rahlnt that univ a fool or a patriot w ml-l liave trusted Mi of arm's 
length.

This ill-mat. In-,I pair - all- -1 for brandy, and the hostess set it 1-cfore 
them. I then heard them .---k «ho ami what I was. Shu replied, 1 
mu i he an Englishman, and did not imdcr-naml the Italian for wine. 
She then left.

l in y et i-l, i-tlv wanted to 1-e alone, and my presence was dcciile-lly 
-li-a.'ii'-'ahlc to them ; and mattering that l was an Englishman, they 
proceeded to try my power* a- a linguist.

The courier comnicmv I in Italian, with a r.mark on the weather. I 
immediately handed him the new»pa|ier. 1 did'at speak Italian that 
was -dear to them.

The guard now struck in with a remark in French a* to the fineness 
<»f the niMgliliouring country. I shrugged my shoulilcr*, arul proiluceil 
my cigar «use. Fivm li was not very familiar to me, cvid'iitlv.

" Tli-i-e lieasts of English think tlieir own tongue so tine they arc too 
proud to loam (mother,' said the g iard.

' Well, mv dear Mi-lmel Pultn-ki.' l-egnn the guar-1.
' For th-- love of God, rail me not by that name. My name is Alexi» 

—Alexis Dzentitol, imw.’
• Oh ! oli !’ laughed the guard ; you've changed your name, you fox ; 

it’s like you. Now lam tin- -mm* that you knew tiiftien years ago, 
Conrad Ferrate. ( mm*, lad, tell us your -tmv. How diil you get out 
of that little affair at Warsaw ' lloxv they could have trusted you, with 
vour fin e, «nli tlieir secrets, I can't lur the life of nc lull : you look so 
like n sly knave, don't you, lad ?'

The courier so fur from resenting this familiarity, smiled, as if lie hud 
been praised.

‘ My story is soon said. I found, after my betrayal to the police if 
the secret# of that little conspiracy w hich voii and I joined, that Poland 
was too hot for me, ami mv name too well known. I went to France 
who value* her police, and fora few years was useful to them, lint it 
was «lull work ; very «lull ; native talent was more «c 'in-'-l. I was to 
lie sent on a secret service to Warsaw ; I «Icelineil, fur obvious reasons,*

‘ Good ! Michael—Alexis ; good, Alexis. This lux is not to be 
trapped.* And he shipped the courier on the shoulilcr heartily.

' AmI.’ r. Fumed the other, ' I resigned. Since then 1 have travelled 
as courier with noble families, ami I t u*t I pi-.; satisfaction.*

‘Good! Alex »; good. Mi It—good. Alexis! To yourself vou give 
t atisfact on. You arc a fine rascal 1—the print « of rascals ! So decent ;


