Lomgchizriom of Our Cilies [ O

within sieht of ehureh and sonnd of hell in |'.|unl\|‘\||,ul the upper
widdle elass, who varely i every go to chureh, On Sundays; when
the weather is pleasant, they spend thewr mornings in hed, reading the
Sunday newspapers, or adling about; and in the afternoons they are
i Coney Island, or other places of resort, by the ten thousands, T'wo
winters ago, during a series o Gospel meetings which the weiter held
e the Neademy of Musiey o test was made, This serviee was organ
prod tor the purpose o veaching, in parvt, the non-churchgoers of
Brooklvne e was eriticised by some, on the ground that itonly took

away from the churches, "This eriticism was stated, and |
ashed all persons present, who were chureh members, to arise, A
very small feaction of the vast andience arose, Then those who were
notn-chureh members and non-churcheoers were asked to arise in like
manner,  Po the astonishment of all present, morve than seven-tenths
of the andience were on therr feet: and yey to have looked at the
andience you would have supposed, from its intelligenee and respeet
ability, that it was an andience of echurchgoers of the best elass, This
cliss of non-churchgoing people; who are not reached by our present
svatem of evangelization, are not positively iufidel. Some of them,
indeed, arve full of prejudice, and others faney that they have no in
terest in religion, abstractly considered; but for the most part they
ar \nn]||'\ backslidden ./'/'u/u the chureh qoing habit, Al observers
know how easily that non-churchgoing habit is fallen into, and how,
when onee yielded to, it elings to one. Nothing but a well-consid
cred and well-organized plan of work will ever make an impression
on this elass and break it up, deawing them again to the Chureh and
to Christ. They stand midway between the highest and lowest of
the unevangelized population of eities,  Their existence by the tens
of thousands should arouse the Churceh to a sense of her negligence,
and, as at present organized, impotence,

The people who have a quarrel with the ehurches, I say, with
the churches, but their controversy is not at first hand with Christian
ity itself; though it has developed into that. This elass is found with
the better elass of working men and salaried people—those whose
incomes are but barely suflicient to maintain themselves and families
inordinary respectability, They are just above aceepting the spiritual
ity of the mission churehy and are not able to indulge themselves in
he spiritual Tuxury offered by the larger and better-appointed ehurches,

1
[t is true that all our churches have a fair representation of people in

the same elass; whose earnest and real spiritual life has lifted them
above the difficulty which has eansed their brethren to fall out of the
church congregation. Tt isidle to say that these people are foolish
and proud, and that they ought not to hesitate to go to the chapel,
or aceept a free seat in the gallery or wherever the ushers may seat
them in the churches they may desire to attend.  Every pastor knows




