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give him a lamp in Jerusalem to set up his son
after him, and to establish him in Jerusalem.”
I Kings, xv, 4.

In our lesson we have Au: Sfaithfiulness illus-
trated (1) in his permnal ; (2) in the reforma-
tion of religion ; (3) in stre rwth sing the kingdom ;
(4) in reliance upon God, in time of trouble, The
parallel passage is in 1 Kings, xv, 8, &c. :—

1. H1s PERSONAL PIETY—V, I, 2.

V 1, Asa. ‘“The ear 1 history of Asa, his
zeal in the sappression of idolatry and the restor-
ation of the worship of Jehovah to something of
its ancient purity, his remarkable faith under the
trying circumstances of the Egyptian invasion, his
solemn renewal of the national covenant after the
victory by which this faith was rewarded—all
this forms one of the few oa:»s in_the k story of
the divided kmg«lum "— b atsom. Quiet ten
years, In1 Kings, xv, 16, we are told *‘ there
was war between Asa and Baasha, king of Israel,
all their days.” Baasha did not, howeyer, com-
mence his reign until Asa had been three years
upon the throne; and it is probable that the
hocﬂlillex spoken of did not break out into

m conflict until after the ten yeurs spoken |

in our lesson. The hostilities were smnh and |
lplxefnl in character, and considered of no his- |
| account.

15-19), his alliance with
y! Klngs, xv, 19), and the rapid succession
of sovereigns in Israel during the earlier part of
Asa's reign (1 K‘ri‘nn“ 25-33), would naturally
prevent any disturbance of the peace on the part
of the northern kingdom.  The tender age of Asa
himself would be a Lar to warlike enterprises on
the part ogudnh "—Sp. Com,

i) ood and rlghz His thorough
humnen in this work is indicated by the two
adjectives used here. In the eyes of the
Lord his God—and the Lord looks at the
hart, 1 Sam,, xvi, 7; 1 Chron., xxviii, 9;
Jer,, xvii, 10, &c

1. THE REFORMATION OF RELIGION, —V, 3-§.

Altars of the strange pods. Theu
hd been permitted by Solomon, 1 Kings, x
7-10. High places, **Spots selected on lull
summits for idolatrous services. These, however,
it was found difficult to root out, as the peopl Ie
still attached superstitious ideas to parti
places. The king could burn statues, cut down l.he
circular groves and destroy the altars, but he
could not remove the places. So we will find
frequent complaints llml the worship at the high
places was not checked."—S. S. Nofes,

V. 4. Commanded Judah to seek the
Lord, It was not sufficient to destroy their false
worship ; and he now set about pointing them

n ln the only living and true God, the God of
eir fathers  In verse 7, we see that the people
did what their king commanded.

V.5. The lma‘u—-hm‘lly the sun-images,
Baal was worshipped as the sun god, especlully
in lhe nei bounng country of Phenicia, and the

images which represented the sun,

1L STRENGTHENING THE KINGDOM,—vV, 6-8,

V. 6. Built the fenced cities. *No
doubt Shishak had dismantled the fortresses
erected by Rehoboam, or at any rate, the greater
part of them, when he made his I in-
d’mm. Jud:f- l?:d !h(e:hfcr mm; time been a

pendency sypt p. xii, 8), and had of
course not dared to erect fresh fortifications. Now,
however, a time of weakness hnnmu it would
seem, come upon Egy{ 1d and pro-
ceeded to streny mnelf, as much (we may
be mn] aguinst his southern as against his north-

bour. Among the cities that he re.

uored. were pmbahly most of those fortified by

Rehoboam.”—Sp. Com. Because the Lord
hul given him rest. See Proverbs, xvi,

V.7. While the land is yet before us

-~

he great blow struck by |

—that is, while the land is unoccupied by an enemy.
See Gen., xiii, 9. Because we have sought

the Lord. He regarded the present

state of affairs as an answer to prayer, and felt
that the Lord required him to make the best use
of the opportunities thus afforded.

V. & That bare targets and spears,
out of Judah . . . outof Benjamin that
bare shields and drew bows. * Now,
as in David’s time (3 Chron., xii, 24), the meu of
Judah served as huvyvarmed while the ‘j’
minites were light-armed, using the sling probably
and the bow.”—Sp. Com.

1V, RELIANCE UPON GOD.—V. g-11.
V. ¢. Zera the Ethiopian, Probably

Uurkern (Osorken) 1L, the third king of Egypt | last brea

after Shishak, according to the Egyptian monu-
ments, He may hlveli)en by birth an Ethio-

knife, and cut off a piece, and gave it to him
to eat. He ate it in a manner that showed
that he had not deceived Arthur when he
told him he was hungry. The tears came
into Arthur's eyes, as he saw him swallow
the dry bread vith such eagerness. He re-
membered with some self-reproach that he
had sometimes complained when he had
nothing but bread and butter for tea. On
their way to the boy’s home Arthur learned
that the family had removed to the place
about a week before ; that his mother was
taken sick the day after they came, and was
unable to leave her bed ; that there were two
children younger than hlmscll’ that their

X was eaten the da; bdore, that
his mother had sent him out to beg, for the
first time in his life ; that the first man he

pian, for he was son-in law, not son, of the pre- | asked told him that beggars would be put in

ceding monarch, and reigned in the right of his jail :

50 that he was afraid to ask anybody

wife.  His object would be to chastise Asa and else, but was returning home, when Arth
to bring Judea once more under the Egyptian| . .roo) him, and aslfed him what he w:;

oke,—5p, Com, Mareshah—one of the towns
‘holu)am had fortified. It lay in the plain of
Judu about 30 miles from Jerusalem, near a
| great southern pass.  See chap. xi, 8.

V. ro. Asa went out against him.
““He did not _hesitate about employing those hu-
man means that were in his power; and sum-
moned together his army, whmr

as numerous as that ol the king of Ethiopia, was
still a very large one.”—ZBarth.
V. 11. Cried unto the Lord, A beautiful

illustration of the verse ‘‘ Some trust in chariots,
and some in horses ; but we Will remember the
name of the Lord our God.”

With the Lord’s help *“ one may chase  thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight.”

| erying by her side.

crying for.

Arthur went in, and saw a good-looking
woman on the bed, with two small children,
As he opened the door,
he heard the eldest say, “ Do, mamma, gwe
me something to eat.” They s‘opped cryin,

thoughm)ull’ when Arthur and the boy came in.

boy ran to the bed, and gave his mother the
loaf, and, pointing to Arthur, said,—

“He bought it for me.”

“Thank you,” said the woman. “May
God bless you, and give you the Bread of

m, xx, 7. |eternal Life!”

Tiee oldest girl jum and down in
g:e y’uung:gt trred to seize the

y ; and
Lraux from this lesson that *“To be worthily loaf'o Seeing that the widow’s hands were

God's, we must give owr whole selves to Him

weak, Arthur took the loaf, and cut off a

heartily and unreservedly ; our character, influ- | piece "for the ggunxest first, and then for the

ence, religion ; and we must seek Him first in all | girl and the

our circumstances, and in all our doings, as did
the Lord Jesus,”—S. S. Union Notes,

For the Poung,

THE LENT HALF-CROWN.

“YWhat are you crying for?” said Arthur
to a little ragged boy that he overtook on
his way home from the village school. There
was something in the kind of crying that led
:_\nhur to think there was some serious cause
for it.

“1 am hungry,” n‘d the boy, “and can't
get nothing to eat.”

“He don’t go to our school ; or he would
have said, Get anything to eat. » But Arthur
did not nop to criticise his language.

“Why don’t your mother give you some-
thing to eat ?”

“ She hasn't anything for herself ; and she | of Imle else than of making and sa

unc and can't get up.”
ere is your father ?” |

“1 haven't any. He was drowned at sea.”

“Where do you live ?”

“Down there,” pointing to a miserable
hut in a distant lane.
M“ Come with me, and I'll get you some-

)|

Aglhnr turned bu:k and the boy followed
him. He had a few half-pence in his ht
just enough, as it proved, to buy a
Lmd. ?veuwthcboy,lndwldhm
he would go home with him.” The boy took
the loaf ; and, he did not break it,
he looked so Wi ly, that Arthur took his

He gave the loaf to the
She ate a small piece, and. then
to be in silent

widow,
closed her eyes, and seem

< | prayer.

“She must be one of the Lord's poor,”
thought Arthur. “ Ill go and lme(h
for you as Atuck as | can,” said Arthur ;
he depart

He went to Mrs. Barton’s, who lived near,
and told her the nory and she immediately
sent some milk, and bread, and tea, and
sugar, and butter, and sent word that she
would come herself as soon as she could get
the baby to sleep.

Arthur had a half-crown at home, which
he wished to give the poor woman.  His
father gave it to him for watching d\eqr
and told him that he must not
it, but put it out at interest, or trade with it
s0 as to make something by it, He knew
his father would not let him give it away ;
for he was not a true Christian, and thi t

R

money. Arthur's mother died when he was

When Arthur was five years ol
ious teacher, who cared

sent to school to a
for his soul ; and, that he had no
mr.larnhoma,-he took unusual pains to

instruct him in princi of jgkn
tmélL‘ThehHoly Spirit blcuedph her ]
and before he was

was reason to hope dﬁ mnd

again inwardly, gon
Arthur in his tent :
considered haw. he hould w'ﬁ"?@




