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This is |ieculi;irly the season of the x e ar 
when we ought to svmpathirc with an v 
stray news|>aprr, or am xxandering 

Ik n legislator" of the I nited Slates Mouse of 
Ki preseiitatives suffering from miilsimmier ilenien 

truite recently, the New York "Sun" gravel x 
announced to its reader* that the ac<|uisition of Can 
a da was xxell within "range of vision." We can con 
done the weakness of the "Sun." because its lucuhra 
lions upon the subject of the annexation of this I to 
minion are proverbially funny and exhilarating, lint 
\xi hardly know xxhat to do with a wandering \111er 
n an Congressman who was lately interviewed at the 
Windsor Hotel in Montreal, 
everything worth knowing, although he is report d 
to be "only 48 years of age." N et much as we max 
value his freely expressed opinions upon men and 
matters in the land of ( )ld 1 it >rv. he evidently suffers 
from that partial alienation of mind and obliquity of 
vision so noticeable in the Nexx York "Sun." It is 
evident that this "boy legislator" know s very little of 
the country he is visiting, when as the solution of a 
difficult problem he says : - 

"Iland the Philippines over to I nglatid and give 
Canada to the United States in exchange."

The interviewer of this loquacious visitor must have 
been highly amused with his territory swapping 
scheme.

Insuring Gold 1 "K1''1' papers eontaill a de, i
>ioii of interest to insurance
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us. Ill, llvderaliad 1 ntnpativ. own- 
ers of gold mines in ( entrai India, sent three bars ,,f 
I!'’Id to London, and insured •it I .It *\ t|s, tlie |»« i|
'ey covering the entire distance and all ri-ks 
gold was packed in a box and sealed, and under es 
cort conveyed about forty miles to a station of the 
'■real India Peninsula Railway. The station 
refusing to accept the gold, except at owners' risk, 
the company’
lice at Secunderabad and kept it in a safe for a month, 
pending correspondence with the railway company. 
However, the box ultimately reached London, when 
one of the bars worth $4,670 was missing, a piece of 
iron being found in its place. The company brought 
action to recover the amount, the defendants contend 
ing that the removal of the gold to Secunderabad 
an unjustifiable deviation from the voyage, and that 
they were not liable for what may have occurred 
there.
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I Ik* jurist* held that tlu* action of the company's 
superintendent was a necessary deviation, as it had 
Mine been proved that the station master was wrong 
in declining to accept the gold. What the superin­
tendent did was done in the interx’st of both hi 
Pany and the insurers, and was within the scope of 
the policy.

s com

I he judge added that, although there 
unreasonable delay at Seetinderabad, the policy 

suspended, and in giving judgment for the 
Hyderabad t otnpany, with costs, he said that the 
parties to the suit must settle between them what de­
duction should be made on account of the delay at 
Seetinderabad, where it

was
I he report of the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries for |H<)K, just published, 
shows the total number of vessels on the 

register books of the Dominion at the close of last 
year, including every description of sailing vessels, 
steamers and barges, was (1.(144, measuring («*4,784 
tons register, being a decrease of 41 vessels (47.07.’ 
tons register I as compared with 1807. Placing the 
average value at $40 per ton, the value of the regts. 
tered tonnage of Canada at the end of t8,*8 would be 
ÿ.‘o,814,41x1.

The number of new vessels built in the Dominion 
during the twelve months was 478. measuring 44,544 
tons register tonnage. Estimating the value of the 
new shipping at $45 per ton gives a total value of 
$1.104.400 for new vessels.

A summary showing the number of vessels and
tonnage on the registry books of each province gives :
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.... 2,167
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English insurance journals of recent datePoil Offlra 
Orders. contain the particulars of a case likely 

to prove of much interest to others than 
An insurancethose engaged therein. agent, one

Thomas, sued a firm of grocers for $475, the amount 
of a postal order lost by him, the same being duly 
crossed and made payable to Thomas 
Office authorities, when informed by Thomas of lus 
loss, traced the order to a bank, where it had been 
deposited by the grocers who subsequently stated they 
received it from one of their customers in part pay­
ment of an account

The Post

Toll Inet tminfttf'’ «I Sum»* It transpired during the trial 
that storekeepers all over England are in the habit 
of cashing |>ostal orders without any question, and 
when the order in dispute was produced in court the 
judge remarked that it had not been signed. Then 
came the interesting statement from the liritish post­
al authorities that a signature was not necessary when 
the order was passed through a bank, the receipt of 
the bank being quite satisfactory to them.

The judge, it scents to us, very properly charac­
terized the practice as most dangerous, and express 
eil a hope that the Post < )ffice chiefs would cease to
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Grand Total 66.1.7*-!
( If this total number of vessels on the Canadian re­

gistry I looks, 1.909 were steamers, having a total gross
tonnage of 267,237 tons.
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