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"leaps ami I*»iind6,'" as they have done for many year 
and are yet doing.

Another prominent question is the respective
amounts of the trade done with Great Britain ,-nd the 
United States. The following gives the imports from 
and cxjiorts to those countries in each of the last five 
years compared with their amounts 20 years ago:—
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32.979,742 44,448,410 68,674,024
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in excess of any other year, hiking the hot twenty- 
five i ars, and dividing them in groups of five years 
each r find the following results, the Iasi five years 
living given also year by year:
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Under I lie preferential tariff the imports front Great 

Britain have increased some 25 per cent., Imt in the 
same period the inqxirts of American goods have en
larged by a very much higher pcrvcnlage. Since 
1880 mu British ini|*irts hâve only increased $2,5148 
Hint, while those from the United States have risen by 
Siit.tilsi.2iK We should have preferred this exhibit 
to have been reversed, Imt as trade conditions now cx-
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The above analytical conijiari-ons <lo not favour 
the general impn»*u « that «hit vxjNirt tra«lr has not 
advanced profMirtiouatclv with In 1875 we
nnportvfl tF 123,070.-'83, and in i*«#v $ifu.7<>4.e|oK, nr 
,4i p< r cent , in 1875 our e\|n*rts were $77.^»'17'). 
am! in iHtyi $ 158,8*/»,*405. or .1 little in<»re than n*> per 
cent. 1 In general conr»e imlced of our exjM.rt tra«lv 
has been tiiarkeil hv far less vicissitiules than the 1111 
|m*ii Ihisiih the fluctuations of which have been very 
serious. Although, we d«> not hold the "balance of 
ttadc"' theory which regards an excess <»f iinp«vrtsover 
« x|*»ri> as much more advantage* hi* than the reserve 
con«|iti«ni, we rcganl with great satisfaction the en
larged exjMiri- of 1 anaila, as they imlicate a growing 
capacity to pnwlucr in excels of the domestic need» of 
the country 1 hrec interesting <|tie>tions regarding 
«•ttr ivii|m.rt tra«le relate to the percentage of duty on 
ini|»nrt«, the cti*i>ms duly |kt head of the population, 
ami the average percentage of collecting duties. The 
follow mg shows these items at intervals since 18#18:—
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i-t. it is evident that our merchants find it more pro
fitable to purchase American goods, and there arc ar 
tii'h - M ill ti» from the States, coals and other raw ma
terials for instance, which Great Britain could not 
place at all in this market at a profit. After all the 
main point» of supreme importance in regard to for
eign trade arc these: arc we importing judiciously by 
buying in foreign markets well within, or only up to 
the consuming capacity of the people, and on such 
tenus as will leave a fair profit to importers; and. are 
wt cx|Hirting products at such prices as cover costs of 
production and leave adequate returns upon capital.

Hie general prosperity prevailing amongst whole
salers, retailers, manufacturers and farmers may lie 
fairly regarded as a satisfactory answer to the above 
questions.
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ARE GOING TO TABLE BAT.*»? I lie recruiting officers for the First Canadian Con- 

fi'igent have met with no difficulty in enlisting men to 
take the place of the-killed and woundeit, and among 
I hose who have stepped into the ranks with a quiet 
courage worthy of admiration are two young insur
ance officials, Messrs. Mudgc and Brown.

Mr. Harold Mudgc has been in the service of the 
Royal Insurance Company, at Montreal, for the past 
six years, and as an evidence of the esteem in which 
the manager, Mr. George Simpson, and his fellow- 
workers held him, lie was presented, on Saturday last, 
w ith a purse containing ninety dollars. When present
ing (lie purse, Mr. Simpson, who is exuberantly loyal, 
highly praised the conduct of the young “gentleman 
in khaki," whose position in the Royal will await his 
return from the war.

Mr. If I. Brown, belonging to the staff of the 
Phoenix of Hartford, has also become a soldier i>f the 
Ouccn, and the manager of that company, Mr. J. W.
I alley, has promised to "save his place,” while Brown 
is assisting to save the Empire in South Africa.
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ConlMvrr»> rage» fiercely in political party circles 
m regard to the»c points, but when we consider that 
the difference bel «cm the maximum amount paid per 
head by 1 lie population of l anada fur l ti»lonis duties
was, in iKK t. only $5 23, and the amount levied last 
year was $4 84. a reduction of y 1 cents per head in one 
year, which was a reduction of about 15 cents per 
year lor each family, such a healed controversy 
somewhat overdone.

seems
I he fortign tiaile of t"anaila

amounted to an average |kt head of $01 no. If then 
an average am Hint of $484 per head for Customs du
ties was frit to Ik' oppressive, a» some allege, a large 
proportion id which was (said mi luxuries, our tieiqile 
must be in a very different condition to that wh eh is 
|*i oven lo be tlic case by their dcjiosils increasing by
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