328

in excess of any other year,  Taking the last twenty
vars, and dividing them in groups of five years

e find the following results, the last five vears

five
cach
being siven also year by year

y » - inc ur e " o, wr ec,
(I \"' I ll'(.l n eac h ' ‘I l"".‘“ n eac "
groups mprts. b years P five years
y )
T - $ ¢

¢
ISTH A0 1579 490 655,000 dec. 47,905, 000 355,514,000 dec 24,084,000
TRRO 1o TRsE 559,901 000 e, 68,246,000 477 X422 0000nc 92 255 000
1885 10 ] =4 TR000 dec T.028,000 143,399,000 dec. 34 133,000
1S90 to 1894 621,782,000 inc 69 104 000 545,220,000 . | 0] 521,000
ISO5 1o IR0 651,100,000 me, 29,519,000 695 652,000 1o 150,432,000
Yourly lne. wr b Veurly lue. or Do,
110,752 000 dec 1 2,650 000 111 639,000 jec,
TIR,00 1,000 ne, 7,229000 121,005,000/ in¢
9,220 000 e 1,200,000 137 0050, 000 1n¢
0,328,000 me, 21,104,000 164,152,000 ¢
162,764,000 ¢, 22,441,000 1 5%, 00 dee, b
<1, 004, 000

. I9.894.000! .0oi0veva0.0s o
‘et v '.\L'i
e, in L yis, LOO poc. coaene ssissos [IDG PO . |y anasisieinas
I'he above analyvtical comparisons do not  favour

the general impressic that our export trade has not

advanced proportionately with imports. In 1875 we

mmported $123070.283, and in 18y $162,704 308, or
31 per cent, o IR7S our exports were §77.880.070),

and in 18y $138 806,003, or a little more than 100 per

cent Ihe general course mdeed of onr export trade

has been marked by far less vicissitudes than the im
port business, the fluctuations of which have been very
serious.  Although, we do not hold the “balance of
trade™ theory which regards an excess of imports over
exports as much more advantageous than the reserve
condition, we regard with great satisfaction the en-

lirged exports of Canada, as they mdicate a growing
capacity to produce m excess of the domestic needs of
Ihree mteresting questions regarding

otir amport trade relate to the percentage of duty on

the country

miports, the customs duty per head of the population,
I'he

following shows these items at intervals since 186R:

and the average percentage of collecting duties

Per centage
cost of
collecting

Fer centage of

duty on imponts, duties per head,

Yew ey

1869, . 11 T8 per cent .43 T.09 per cent,
£ 11 JSPOR 15,78 i.i2 5.6 “
ISS% . o 20,60 “ ), 02 3.62 “
(U 17,138 ) L “
1899, 15 31 ad L) 402 "

o This per fage s on sted om the tatal Daports datiable and free

Controversy rages fiereelyin political party circles

i regard to these pomnts, but when we consider that
the difference hetween the maximum amount |-.1l~| per
head by the population of Canada for Customs duties
was, m I8N}

year was $4.84, a reduction of 39 cents per head in one

only $5.23, and the amount levied last

year, which was a reduction of about 15 cents

per
year for cach famly, such a heated controversy scems
The foraign trade of Canada
1i then

an average amount of $4 84 per head for Customs du

somewhat overdone
amounted to an average per head of $61.00

ties was felt to he oppressive, as some allege, a large
proportion of which was paid on luxuries, our people
must be in a very different condition to that which is
Proven to be the case by their deposits increasing by
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“leaps and bounds,” as they have done for many years
and are yet doing.

Another prominent question is the respective
amounts of the trade done with Great Britain and the
United States.  The following gives the imports from
and exports to those countries in each of the last five
vears compared with their amounts 20 years ago:—

Coreat Weitain, Unied Siates.
Your Exports to Imports from Elpor'u to lmp;u from
$

1980, . ... 45 R46,062 34,461,224 33,349,909 29,341, M
1890 .. 99001855 347,060,123 45,133,621 93,007,166
INOS, L.y 1040908 XI5 32500917 45,706,336 78,705,600
g 77,227,502 20,412,188 49,373,472 61,649,041
66,600 288 22,979,742 44448410 BRAT4,024

61,806,900 31,131,737 41,297,676 54,634,621

Ayears. K1 973,000 32,617,000 45 192,000 69,314 000

Under the preferential tariff the imports from Great
Liritain have increased some 25 per cent., but in the
same period the imports of American goods have en-
larged by a very much higher percentage.  Since
1880 our British imports have only increased $2,508,-
890, while those from the United States have risen by
803,000,218, We should have preferred this exhibit
to have been reversed, but as trade conditions now ex-
ist, it is evident that our merchants find it more pro-
fitable to purchase American goods, and there are ar-
ticles sent us from the States, coals and other raw ma-
terials for instance, which Great Britain  could not
place at all in this market at a profit.  After all the
naimn points of supreme importance in regard to for-
cign trade are these: are we importing judiciously by
buying in foreign markets well within, or only up to
the consuming capacity of the people, and on such
terms as will leave a fair profit to importers; and, are
we exporting products at such prices as cover costs of
production and leave adequate returns upon capital.

e general prosperity prevailing amongst whole-
salers, retailers, manufacturers and farmers may be
fairly regarded as a satisfactory answer to the above
questions,

e ea——
“ARE GOING TO TABLE BAY."

The recruiting officers for the First Canadian Con-
tingent have met with no difficulty in enlisting men to
take the place of the*killed and wounded, and among
those who have stepped into the ranks with a quiet
courage worthy of admiration are two young insur-
ance officials, Messrs. Mudge and Brown.

Mr. Harold Mudge has been in the service of the
Royal Insurance Company, at Montreal, for the past
six years, and as an evidence of the esteem in which
the manager, Mr. George Simpson, and his fellow-
workers held him, he was presented, on Saturday last,
with a purse containing ninety dollars. When present-
ing the purse, Mr. Simpson, who is exuberantly loyal,
highly praised the conduct of the young “gentleman
in khaki,” whose position in the Royal will await his
return from the war.

Mr. H. 1. Brown, belonging to the staff of the
P'hoenix of Hartford, has also become a soldier of the
Queen, and the manager of that company, Mr. J. W.

atley, has promised to “save his place,” while Brown
is assisting to save the Empire in South Africa,



